
    

 
 

DIG A LITTLE DEEPER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, December 15, 2019 
10:00 am 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be open and affirming; 
open to all for participation, membership, leadership, and employment, and 

affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.  
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith. 

 
Welcome to this service of worship at The First Congregational Church of 

Greenwich. Please join us in the auditorium after worship for our Community Hour. 
 

 
Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices. 

 
Please let an usher know if you would like a Bible during the service.  

We are happy to provide one upon request. You may also get one  
from the bookshelf across from the sound booth room. 

 
 

Please let an usher know if you would like a Bible during the service.  
We are happy to provide one upon request. 

 
 



 

cd 
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Third Sunday of Advent 
 
PRELUDE Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organ 
Savior of the Nations, Come J.S. Bach (1685-1750)
  
CALL TO COMMUNITY Rev. Patrick Collins 

 (please sign and pass the red fellowship pad found at the end of your row.) 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  
One:  This is the season of holy waiting. 
All:  We wait for the time when the badlands and desert will bloom 
abundantly. 
One:  We watch for the day when all God’s people will come together with 
singing. 
All:  We wait while the dawning light appears on the horizon. 
One:  Come let us walk in the light of God! 
 
CHORAL INTROIT 
 
*HYMN New Century (black) Hymnal #42 
O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing 
  
GATHERING PRAYER (in unison) Rev. Avery C. Manchester 
Life-giving God, we are a blessed people. In this moment of worship, we pray 
that you might bless us anew. Give us ears to hear the melodies of praise that 
fill the world around us. As we hear the songs, teach us to sing, to dance with 
abandon, to rejoice in the wonders of your grace. Forgive us when we have 
passed by signs of your mercy. From this moment forward, open our eyes to 
the places where joy is springing up from parched ground. Lead us by your 
Spirit in the pathways of your overflowing peace, hope, and joy. 
 
 
 

*All who are able, please rise. 



 

LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
LIGHTING OF THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE The Confirmation Class of 2020 
 
MUSIC DURING ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING 
Joy to the World The Palmer Handbell Choir 
 Arr. Lloyd Larson 
 
All: God of life, our redeemer, you lead us from suffering in sorrow’s shadows 
into laughter’s joy over your abundant restoration. We look forward to you 
coming for us, to lead us home along the pathway of joy.  
 

All children will now leave to go to their Church School classes in the Preschool classrooms. Parents are welcome 
to accompany their children and return to the service. Baby Nursery & Toddler Room in the Red Door and 3’s and 
4’s are in the Blue Door; Kindergarten and 1st grade in the Rainbow Door; 2nd grade in the Gold Door; 3rd grade in 
the Purple Door;4th, 5th & 6th grades in the Green Door. 

 
FIRST LESSON Joe McBride 
Delight Can’t Wait  by Sarah Are 
 
I have seen Joy face to face. 
She was dancing. 
She took my arm in the crook of hers 
And spun me around until I couldn’t help but laugh. 
We met in the kitchen with Motown 
And then again at your wedding. 
 

And I ran into Joy in my mother’s recipe box. 
Her handwriting looked like my grandmother’s. 
And she smelled like our famous chocolate cake. 
 

Once I saw Joy in the street. 
She was at the parade. 



 

There was glitter in the air 
And a father hugged his son. 
Joy cried happy tears. 
 

And I have seen Joy on the loose, 
Running to keep up with you as you go. 
Did you know that Joy is looking for you? 
 

I know that your heart hurts, 
And that you’re not sure if you like yourself. 
I know that this world is scary 
And I know that love can feel fleeting. 
But Joy told me to tell you—she’s at the door. 
She delights in who you are. 
She’s inviting you to dance. 
I pray and pray you’ll let her in. 
I pray, and pray, and pray. 
 
ANTHEM  The Children’s Choir 
Nova, Nova Michael Bedford 
 Dr. Craig Scott Symons, director 
 Vance Briceland, piano 
 
SECOND LESSON Rev. Patrick Collins 
Isaiah 35: 1-4, 8-10 (The Message)  
 
Wilderness and desert will sing joyously, 
    the badlands will celebrate and flower— 
Like the crocus in spring, bursting into blossom, 
    a symphony of song and color. 
Mountain glories of Lebanon—a gift. 
    Awesome Carmel, stunning Sharon—gifts. 
God’s resplendent glory, fully on display. 
    God awesome, God majestic. 
 
Energize the limp hands, 
    strengthen the rubbery knees. 
Tell fearful souls, 



 

    “Courage! Take heart! 
God is here, right here, 
    on his way to put things right 
And redress all wrongs. 
    He’s on his way! He’ll save you!” 
There will be a highway 
    called the Holy Road. 
No one rude or rebellious 
    is permitted on this road. 
It’s for God’s people exclusively— 
    impossible to get lost on this road. 
    Not even fools can get lost on it. 
No lions on this road, 
    no dangerous wild animals— 
Nothing and no one dangerous or threatening. 
    Only the redeemed will walk on it. 
The people God has ransomed 
    will come back on this road. 
They’ll sing as they make their way home to Zion, 
    unfading halos of joy encircling their heads, 
Welcomed home with gifts of joy and gladness 
    as all sorrows and sighs scurry into the night. 
 
MESSAGE Rev. Patrick Collins 
Dig a Little Deeper 
 
*HYMN New Century (black) Hymnal #107 
Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Rev. Avery C. Manchester 
 
CALL TO OFFERING Laura Erickson 
Using a Smartphone? Text FCCOG Donate to 73256 

 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM  The Chancel Choir 
Jesus Christ, the Apple Tree Elizabeth Poston (1905-1987) 



 

*DOXOLOGY Pilgrim (red) Hymnal #515 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION Laura Erickson 
 
*HYMN Pilgrim (red) Hymnal #130 
Joy to the World! The Lord Has Come 
 
*BENEDICTION Rev. Patrick Collins 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE 
Joy to the World Arr. Wilbur Held (1914-2015) 
 
POSTLUDE  
Lord Christ, Only Son of God J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 

 

*All who are able, please rise. 

 
 

Directly following the service, one of our pastors will remain in the Chapel 
to be available to anyone who has a pastoral care concern. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

A NOTE ABOUT WELCOMING CHILDREN 
 
To our parents: God put the wiggle in children… do not feel you have to suppress it 
during worship. The presence of children is a gift to the church, which offers hope for 
all. Jesus said, “Let the children come to me.” At First Church we believe that the way 
we welcome children in worship directly affects the way they respond to God, the 
church, and to one another. To the members of our congregation, a smile of 
encouragement is always welcome to parents with small, active children. For those who 
are interested, we do have child care available for babies and toddlers every Sunday, for 
the entirety of the church service, in the preschool classrooms. For toddlers and 
preschoolers who stay in church, there is a “PrayGround” in the back of the chapel with 
a rug and a few quiet play things. Chairs and rocking chairs are reserved for parents to 
supervise their children if you do not need to be on the rug with them. There are also 
additional children’s books on the bookshelves near the back of the chapel. 
 

Radio Ministry 
The 10:00 am service is broadcast live each week on WGCH 1490 AM 
Radio. In addition, the service is available through the church’s website at 

www.fccog.org. A bulletin is there as well as a link to the live broadcast. Previous 
sermon recordings are also available. 

 
All services are now live-streamed on YouTube.com. Search for First 
Congregational Church of Greenwich and subscribe to our channel. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

NEWS & NOTICES 
TODAY 

Church School 
Today is a regular Church School program and children will go to their classrooms 
in the Preschool before the scripture reading.  

 
Choir Rehearsals Today 
Cherub Choir: Rainbow Room (Lower Level) 11:15-11:45 am 
Youth Choir: Choir Room (3rd Floor) 11:15 am -12:15 pm 

 
Parish Nurse 
Sue Asselin, RN, is available for blood pressure screenings and health consultations 
following today’s worship service, in her office (to the right of the Auditorium stage). 

During the week, she is available by appointment, which can be made by calling ext. 821.  
 

TODAY! A special invitation to the annual Church School and 
Pilgrim Towers Christmas Party 
Right after the service, we will gather in the Auditorium to collect and pack 

our cars with the Giving Tree gifts from First Church. We will head over to Pilgrim Towers (25 
Washington Court, Stamford) to sing holiday songs, do some crafts with the residents and 
share lunch provided by Pilgrim Towers. We aim to arrive at about 11:30 am and finish no later 
than 1pm.  
 

TODAY! First Church Cookie Walk 
Participate in a festive sale of delectable Christmas cookies and treats 
provided by all you wonderful bakers. Bakers will receive “priority” stickers to 
fill your box first and then non-bakers may go through the line. All children 

must be accompanied by an adult. Boxes will be $5 each. Proceeds will go to the Pastor’s 
discretionary fund for emergency relief. Fire up your ovens, get out the flour and sugar, and 
bake for a fun time and help those in need!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

UPCOMING 
 

LAST DAY to order Christmas Memorial Flowers and Decorations 
The Chancel Committee invites your contributions for holiday decorations for the 
Meetinghouse this Christmas. Any amount is welcome. Please pick up a form from the church 
office, and submit your contribution by tomorrow, Monday, December 16. 
 
Ushers are needed for all Christmas Eve Services  
Please go to https://doodle.com/poll/bqtsdvck9qitsq35 to sign up and help out if you can. 
 
Sign up your children for a Christmas Eve Nativity Pageant NOW! 
For our three Nativity Pageants, we need Mary’s and Joseph’s, shepherds and angels, kings, 
little drummer boys, and even some farm animals. There are no speaking parts! All you need 
to do is act the part of the character you are portraying and smile. Please email Rosemary 
at RosemaryL@fccog.org or find her at Coffee Hour for more information. 

 
 

NEWS FROM THE RUMMAGE ROOM 
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich 

203-637-1875 • www.fccog.org/about-us/the-rummage-room 
 

Happy Holidays to all of our volunteers and shoppers! 
Our store is closed for the Holidays. We re-open on January 2nd. Please do not leave 
donations outside during our closing.   
 
 Shop hours Donation hours 
 Monday - Friday 10 am-5 pm Monday-Thursday 9:30 am-4:30 pm 

 Saturday 10 am-1 pm  Friday & Saturday 9:30 am-12:30 pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

10:00 am Family Service for Young Families
Rev. Carla Dietz, preaching
Music by The Cherub Choir

Children who want to be in the Nativity Pageant
should arrive at 9:15 am for costuming and instructions. 

3:00 pm Family Service
Rev. Patrick Collins, preaching

Music by Helena Brown, soprano  
“Once in Royal David’s City” Christmas Pageant 

5:00 pm Carol Sing and Wish Making 
Meet outside by our creche and make a wish 

for the coming year at the fire pit 

6:00 pm Festival Service 
Rev. Patrick Collins, preaching

Music by The Chancel Choir and Brass 
“Once in Royal David’s City” Christmas Pageant 

9:00 pm Youth/Alumni Candlelight & Communion Service
Rev. Patrick Collins, preaching

Music by The Youth/Alumni Choir and Harp

Christmas Eve 2019 Schedule

108 Sound Beach Avenue • Old Greenwich CT 06870 • 203-637-1791 • www.fccog.org



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 
108 Sound Beach Avenue • Old Greenwich CT 06870  

203-637-1791 • www.fccog.org 
 

 
Ministers:  The members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich  
Interim Senior Pastor: Reverend Carla Dietz 
Senior Pastor: Reverend Patrick Collins 
Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care: Reverend Avery C. Manchester 
Minister of Music: Dr. Craig Scott Symons 
Director of Family Ministries: Rosemary Lamie 
Director of Church Administration and Finance: Steve Summerton 
Director of Membership: Ginny Breismeister 
Parish Nurse: Susan Asselin, RN 
Director of Preschool: Darla Kohler Steiner 
Administrative Assistant: Wendy Spezzano 
Communications Specialist: Dalinda Rioseco 
Database Administrative Assistant: Sue Wilder 
Pastors Emeriti: Reverend Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Reverend Sally Colegrove 


