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WORSHIP WITH US

Every Sunday at 10:00 am

FCCOG declares itself to be 
open and affirming: open to all 
for participation, membership, 
leadership, and employment, and 
affirming of all who wish to join us 
as children of God. We continue to 
give thanks for God’s guidance in 
our journey of faith.
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Church Life
MEMORIALS

Maze, Charlotte Vance
October 24, 2019, 11:00 am

Starr, Harriet
October 24, 2019, 2:00 pm

Van Buren, Barbara
October 26, 2019, 10:30 am

 
Bloomer, Franklin

November 9, 2019, 11:00 am

Dinmore, Carol
November 9, 2019, 3:30 pm

 
Saari, Leonard Matthew

November 16, 2019, 11:00 am
 

BAPTISMS
Lilianne Gartner
October 20, 2019

 
Frank Albert Andrea, V ("Chipper")

October 27, 2019
 

Jackson Alexander Symons
November 3, 2019

WEDDINGS
Jenny Cuminale & Jay Russell

September 28, 2019
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Last month, it was an honor to do the Blessing 
of the Animals out on the front lawn of FCCOG. 
Patrick had a Memorial Service commitment but he 
joined me when done for this wonderful community 
occasion. Starting out, I sat alone on the front 
lawn under the Banner on my trusty folding chair 
which is always in the car trunk. Let me tell you, 
quite by accident, it was the most beautiful day of 
the year! Just ask Lauren and Paul, Peg and Kate, 
Elizabeth and Henry or any of the more than 40 
grownups and kids who came by with their dogs 
and cats to be blessed. It just happened to be one 
of those crisp, 60 degree, sunny October days 
when a sweater was all you needed. Everyone felt 
blessed to be there with their fur friends and just 
to be alive on such a glorious day. So, it got me to 
thinking…

What is a blessing? It is one of those things that 
we know when we see it but it is hard to put into 
words. Of course Merriam Webster always has a 
word of wisdom: 

a: the act or words of one that blesses, as in: 
 - say the blessing over the wine 
 - a priestly (or ministerial) blessing
b: APPROVAL, ENCOURAGEMENT, as in:
 - asked her parents for their blessing   
  before he proposed.

A blessing then is an act, something you do or is 
done to you. 

On a beautiful Autumn day, like that Blessing of 
the Animals Saturday, we experience an act of 
God that makes our lives livable, welcome, even at 
times miraculous. 

From our Interim Senior Pastor
The thing is, what about on 
those not so golden days, 
maybe when it is bitter cold or 
hopelessly rainy. Are we open 
to or aware of God’s blessings? 

We exist in a world that is 
constantly reminding us of 
all the misfortunes and trials 
of life, of how tough it is out 
there and warnings of what 
to be on the lookout for. It takes a special amount 
of attention and, frankly, quiet time to be attuned 
to the good, the beneficial, the blessings of our 
everyday. The morning coffee. The smile from a 
person we do not even know. The wag of a dog’s 
appreciative tail. The purr of a content kitten. 

When taking the time to step outside of the rush 
of commerce and our busy world, when taking a 
moment to breathe and observe, that is when we 
experience the blessings. 

Please, come to church on Sundays and indulge 
in that breath of life. Bring someone with you to 
enjoy each other’s company in a time of peace and 
appreciation for the way things are, just as they 
are, right now. 

During November, start with a deep breath of 
gratitude for all we have and all we are, given to us 
directly by the One who created it all. 

May your blessings be plentiful!  

Carla

Church Life

A HUGE "Thank You" to Pet Pantry for 
their donation of doggie treats!
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Do you love theater and music? 

Music at First Church by Dr. Craig Scott Symons

Email Craig for more information.

YOU'D LIKE TO BE PART OF A MUSICAL, 
BUT YOU DON'T HAVE EXPERIENCE... 

NO PROBLEM!

Join Barefoot Theater and the cast of 
Godspell for a performance in the 

brand new First Church Meetinghouse
on April 3 and 4, 2020.

  Auditions: Sunday, Nov. 3, 2-5 pm
 Monday, Nov. 4, 6-8 pm

Any age and any experience in the 
theater is welcome. 

For more info and sign up, email 
Bonnie Kelley-Young.

THE 53RD ANNUAL MESSIAH CONCERT

First Church's wonderful holiday tradition returns on Saturday, December 14 at 4:00 pm. Mark your 
calendars now for this special performance. Admission is a free-will offering with a suggested donation of $20 
per person. The choir rehearsal for Festival Chorus will be ONE NIGHT ONLY on Monday, December 9 from 
7:30-9:30 pm. Dress rehearsal with the orchestra will be Wednesday, December 11, from 7:30-9:00 pm. 

2019 Messiah Soloists

Risa Renae Harman, soprano Sarah Bleasdale, 
mezzo soprano

Constantine Novotny, bassDaniel Young, tenor

A
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Craig Symons is beginning his tenth year as Minister of Music at First 
Church and he is no stranger to members and friends. However, there 
may be some who see Craig mostly from the back, playing the organ or 
directing the choir.  There is so much more to his week!

There are five choirs at First Church: the Chancel Choir, directed by 
Craig, the Youth Choir, directed by Carolyn Paulus, the Children’s Choir 
directed by Craig, the Cherub Choir, directed by Carol Woodman, 
and the Palmer Handbell Choir, directed by Craig. When he arrived in 
October 2010, he was quickly acquainted with our traditions. He also 
subtly expanded the ways that music and the arts could extend our 
reach in the community.

The Chancel Choir continues to sing every Sunday. In addition to 
presenting the Christmas portion of “The Messiah” in December and 
“Sunday Afternoons Live” in February and March, Craig expanded the 
concept of a community chorus with “Summer Sings”, and for 7 years 
there was a Music and Arts Festival, collaborating with the Art Society of 
Old Greenwich. Just this past month, First Church Chancel Choir joined 
with choir members from three other churches to present the Connecticut 
Choral Festival under the direction of Tom Trenney, a 
gifted Minister of Music from Lincoln, Nebraska, and a 
long time colleague of Craig.

When I asked him about the renovations to the 
Meetinghouse, he responded enthusiastically “It 
is what I had hoped for and more!”  He was very 
complimentary of Allen Ross, the architect, who led 
the process of establishing a vision for what might 
be: a campus setting, a large sanctuary with flexible 
seating, versatile lighting and improved acoustics.  
Again, to quote Craig, “Now we need to learn how to 
live in our new space, and take advantage of these 
new opportunities.”

While ministry through music is his calling, Craig also hauls boxes, cleans out closets, re-arranges chairs 
and washes dishes. He is an artist, an innovator, a dreamer and a team player. There is much to anticipate 
in the coming years, and be assured Craig has the energy and the skill and the wisdom to make it happen. 

In the Spotlight: Dr. Craig Scott Symons by Pat Geismar

Avery’s Book Corner
My book recommendation for November is

Christ in Crisis: 
Why we need to reclaim Jesus

by Jim Wallis

A
In Christ in Crisis, Jim Wallis provides a path 
of spiritual healing and solidarity to help us heal 
the divide separating Americans today. Building 
on “Reclaiming Jesus”—the declaration he and 
other church leaders wrote in May 2018 to 
address America’s current crisis—Wallis argues 
that Christians have become disconnected 
from Jesus and need to revisit their spiritual 
foundations. By pointing to eight questions 
Jesus asked or is asked, Wallis provides a 
means to measure whether we are truly aligned 
with the moral and spiritual foundations of our 
Christian faith. Click HERE for a review.

https://www.publishersweekly.com/978-0-0629-1476-7
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From the Outreach Committee by Pat Mendelsohn
HARVEST SUNDAY IS NOVEMBER 24

“Whoever has a bountiful eye will be blessed,
for he shares his bread with the poor.”

– Proverbs 22:9

Christian Outreach is a core mission of First 
Church. On Harvest Sunday, we will have an 
opportunity to put our faith into action by 
participating in our annual food collection of 
canned and dry goods (within expiration date), 
which will be distributed to Neighbor to Neighbor 
and H.O.M.E. (Homeworkers Organized for More 
Employment in Maine).

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TREE 
& WREATH SALE BEGINS 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30! 

Gather your family and friends and sign up to 
help at the sale! It’s a First Church tradition! 
All proceeds go to local charities! Last year, we 
donated $30,000 to local charities meeting critical 
needs of families and young adults. With your help, 
we can do that—and more—this year. 

Volunteers are key to the success of this church 
tradition. Kids and teens can receive community 
service hours for their time. Friends are welcome 
to lend a hand, too! For the past couple of years, 
the Greenwich High School Freshman Football 
Team has unloaded the trees and got the sale off to 
a running start. This is truly a community event. 

Here’s how to volunteer for 2-hour shifts: 
• Go to our Sign-Up Genius HERE. 
• Sign up on the posters at Community Hour or 

during the week
• Contact Pat Mendelsohn, Outreach Chair, or 

call her at 203-637-5773 

Plan to come early to find the perfect Christmas tree 
or beautifully decorated wreaths. Our New Hampshire 
Balsam and Fraser Fir trees are fresh cut, and our 
wreaths are from Quebec. Roping and undecorated 
wreaths will also be available. Spread the word 
and tell your friends about the sale. And, most 

Special Requests:
Quick Oats Oatmeal

Dry Beans
Canned fruit

Rice in one-pound bags
Canned chili

Canned Spam or chicken
Chef Boyardee pastas

Cereals

You can pick up a re-usable grocery bag, donated 
by local supermarkets, in the Narthex of the church 
on Sunday mornings or in the church office during 
the week. Please bring your filled grocery bag 
to the Harvest Sunday service on November 24. 
It will be collected as part of our offering during 
the worship service. Cash donations (envelopes 
available during the service) are also welcomed 
and can be brought forward at the same time.

importantly, tell them all profits go to charity, bringing 
comfort and joy to others beyond the holidays. 

The tree sale starts Saturday, November 30 and 
continues on the weekends through December 8. 

Shop early. Volunteer often!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050d4eafa62aabf94-christmas
mailto:patmendelsohn%40aol.com?subject=
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November 3: Regular Church School / Rotation: Four Friends, Mark 2: 1-12

November 10: Regular Church School / Rotation: Four Friends, Mark 2: 1-12
November 17: Regular Church School / Rotation: Four Friends, Mark 2: 1-12

November 24:
Harvest Sunday/All Choirs Sing/No Church School

Bring bag(s) of nonperishable groceries for Food Pantries at Neighbor to Neighbor and 
H.O.M.E. Coop in Orland, Maine  

December 1: 
Thanksgiving Weekend/First Sunday in Advent/One Room Schoolhouse for ages 5 & older  

ADVENT CRAFT FAIR AND SUPPER 3:30 – 5:30 PM

CHURCH SCHOOL CALENDAR

Church School by Rosemary Lamie

Next Rotation Lesson for 
K and 1st,  2nd and 4th and 5th 
based on Mark 2:1-12

Many people think this story is primarily about 
the healing of a person with paralysis—a cause 
for great astonishment and celebration among 
the witnesses. However, there is more going on! 
For this rotation, we are focusing on the friends’ 
role. We see their care in bringing their friend who 
couldn’t walk to Jesus; we sense their frustrating 
interaction with the crowd who won’t let them 
through; we witness their creative boldness as they 
dig through the roof; and we hear Jesus forgive 
and heal the man because of his friends’ strong 
faith. Several themes emerge from the story of the 
friends and their faith that leads to healing. We see 
that friends help by: 

• believing in another’s worth, despite perceived 
disabilities and outcast status

• taking up one another’s burdens
• being persistent and resourceful in helping a 

friend move toward healing and wholeness
• creatively transgressing conventions
• trusting that being near Jesus leads to healing

Our children typically learn about the stories 
through art activities, games, storytelling, science, 
and more.

“Who’s My Neighbor?” The Blues and the 
Yellows find out and other new books in 
our resource center

On Sunday, October 13, Rosemary read a version of 
the Good Samaritan during the children’s message. 
Throughout this church school year, we will be 
returning to the theme of Who is Our Neighbor? 
at different times and in different contexts. Some 
of the related books we have are “Be Kind,” “And 
to Think We Thought We’d Never Be Friends,” and 
“Maybe I Can Love My Neighbor, Too.”

DEAR PARENTS: DID YOU KNOW YOU 
ARE YOUR CHILD’S FIRST AND BEST 
SPIRITUAL TEACHER? 

Special Parenting Second Hour Talks based on 
“Bless this Mess: A Modern Guide to Faith and 
Parenting in a Chaotic World” written by Rev. 
Molly Baskette and Ellen O’Donnell.

On November 10 and 17th, we 
will start a new parenting discussion 
during Community Hour when we will 
discuss the concepts laid out by Rev. 
Molly Baskette, a progressive senior 
minister of the UCC congregational 
church in Berkley, CA and her 

colleague Ellen O'Donnell, a Ph.D. in clinical 
psychology. These two friends combine spirituality 
and science convincingly and practically, sharing 
their own missteps and successes in parenting. )
If you remember Dr. Lisa Miller, author of “The 
Spiritual Child”, you will see her work cited in this 
book.) The authors are down to earth, practical and 
honest in retelling of their stories. They also share 
good ideas for how to approach this sometimes (all 
the time?) overwhelming responsibility of caring for 
and raising children. Let’s see what we can learn 
and share from our own experiences.

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/602309/bless-this-mess-by-rev-molly-baskette-and-ellen-odonnell-phd/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/602309/bless-this-mess-by-rev-molly-baskette-and-ellen-odonnell-phd/
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The Women’s Fellowship is sponsoring a Veterans 
Day Drive in support of ABRI-Homes for the 
Brave in Bridgeport. 

As recipients of the Women’s Fellowship grant 
process, we have been made aware of the 
wonderful work that is done in support of female 
veterans and their children, as well as the 
significant challenges they face. 

We will be collecting items from the wish list 
below on Sunday, November 10th, Veterans Day 
weekend. We hope you will join us in our support 
of this important drive.

From Women's Fellowship

• Body lotion
• Face cream
• Shampoo (Ethnic & Textured Hair)
• Pillows & pillow cases
• Spray air freshener
• Storage bins (Clear-large & medium)
• Lysol wipes & spray

Since 2011, based on the organization’s success 
and the current needs of homeless Veterans, 
ABRI/Homes for the Brave expanded its programs 
to serve female homeless Veterans. Female 
Soldiers: Forgotten Heroes is the first 
community-based transitional supportive housing 
program dedicated to homeless female Veterans in 
the State of Connecticut. 

To date, ABRI/Homes for the Brave has served over 
1,200 men, women, and children, most of whom 
are Veterans. Thanks to the generosity of partners 
and supporters, they continue to provide housing, 
vocational training, life skills coaching, and more to 
individuals experiencing homelessness.

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP SPONSORS DRIVE FOR HOMES FOR THE BRAVE

• Blow dryers & flat irons
• Blankets (Twin/Full)
• Bras (various sizes/NEW ONLY)
• Laundry detergent
• Nail polish and remover
• Deodorant
• Razors

TOP NEEDS for FEMALE SOLDIERS: FORGOTTEN HEROES

Food:
• Bottled water & non-alcoholic beverages
• Canned fruit & vegetables
• Coffee/powdered creamer/sugar  

& non-calorie sweetener

Cleaning:
• Bleach & household cleaning products
• Dish soap & sponges
• Dryer sheets

Linens:
• Bath towels
• Comforters (Twin)
• Sheets (Twin)

Clothing:
• Pajamas
• Pants & Jeans (XL-4XL)
• Shirts: dress & casual (XL-4XL)
• Slippers
• Sweatshirts & Sweatpants (XL-4XL)

Miscellaneous:
• Food storage: foil, cling wrap, bags, 

containers
• GBT (Greater Bridgeport Transportation) 

bus tokens & passes
• Department and grocery store gift cards
• Gas gift cards
• Food gift cards (Subway, Dunkin, etc.)
• Laundry bags (Mesh)

OTHER SUGGESTED ITEMS

https://www.homesforthebrave.org/
https://www.homesforthebrave.org/
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Stewardship is fundraising with a few “churchy 
quirks”. One of these quirks is based on the bible 
passage in Matthew 6:3: “But when you give to the 
needy, do not let your left hand know what your 
right hand is doing”. When it comes to giving, Jesus 
makes it clear there is no showing off.   

While we applaud discretion, the Stewardship 
Committee humbly suggests that this church takes 
that passage too literally. First Church keeps its 
vital and important work too quiet. 
 
You can be a member for years and not know that 
Women’s Fellowship reviews a long list of charities 
each year and selects about 40 to receive support.  

From the Stewardship Committee by Kristen Jacks
Last year, First Church gave $158,700 to shelter the 
homeless, feed the food insecure, promote literacy, 
provide job training, help the elderly, and more. 

You can be a member here for years and not know 
that 100% of the proceeds from the Christmas tree 
sales go to charity. You can be a member here for 
years and not know about the meal trains or letters 
to veterans or how often our pastors visit the sick. 

The stewardship committee has the tough job of 
asking you to support the vital and important work 
of the church when that work is almost a secret. 

Please know that YOUR PLEDGE WORKS 
WONDERS. We hope you will pledge this year to 
help your church achieve new heights in outreach, 
faith formation, worship, and hospitality to 
welcome our neighbors into the First Church family. 

To make your pledge, please visit www.
iamfirstchurch.com. If you prefer, you can email 
your pledge to Steve Summerton or send via mail 
to the church office.    

THANK YOU! 
The Stewardship Committee

churchfirst
congregational

of greenwich founded 1665

meeting in faith • welcoming all

Barbara Van Buren learned to sew on a machine 
that belonged to her mother and later bought her 
own sewing machine which was almost identical.  
Fortunately, her daughter, Barrie Richmond, can tell 
the machines apart.  Several years ago, they lent 
one of the machines to the Kettle Quilters. It turns 
out that we have the older model. What a special 
treasure!

Older Singer sewing machines were black, ornate 
and very heavy. This machine is very small and 
simple - easy to transport. The small case also 
allowed us to store it in our closet at the church.  
It has truly been the most dependable, easiest 
to use and the true workhorse of the most recent 
Women's Fellowship raffle quilts.  

Though some sewers prefer to use their own 
machines at home, knowing that we have a 
machine at church makes it easier not to lug our 
own equipment. From time to time we are the 
recipients of an unused machine or fabric.  

Though not all fabric is suitable for quilting, we 
are happy to sort and pass it along for other 
worthwhile projects.

So, back to Barbara. She reached over the century 
mark in October and the sewing machine keeps us 
in stitches. With grateful thanks from the Kettle 
Quilters.

This article was in 
the works several 
months ago and 
we decided to go 
ahead as a fitting 
tribute.  Barbara 
passed a few 
days before her 
102nd birthday 
last month. The 
background quilt 
in the photo was 
made by Hilary's grandmother. 

From the Kettle Quilters
The little machine that could

http://www.iamfirstchurch.com
http://www.iamfirstchurch.com
mailto:steves%40fccog.org?subject=
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From the Parish Nurse by Sue Asselin, RN

SPOTLIGHT ON SAFETY
Now that we are back in our beautifully updated 
Meeting House, let’s review some safety points:

Location: The automatic external 
defibrillator (AED) is mounted on the 
wall in the hallway intersection just 
outside the Lounge door closest to the 
Meetinghouse (sanctuary). It is to the 
right of the Liftovator. Anyone can assist 

by bringing it to the scene of an emergency. We 
currently have more than 20 people certified in 
CPR, which includes the AED training. In March 
we will offer CPR Courses to anyone from the 
congregation who is interested.  

First Aid Locations: There are first 
aid kits in the Flower Room, in the 
usher cabinet in the Narthex (sanctuary 

entryway), the Kitchen drawer, Rick’s Room 
cabinet, and the Reception Area in the Church 
Office. In the Church School Undercroft there 
is a kit hanging on a doorknob to one of the 
craft closets. There is a large kit in the Parish 
Nurse office, which is located to the right of the 
Auditorium stage and up a few stairs.

Fire Extinguisher Locations: Several fire 
extinguishers are mounted on the walls in 
the kitchens, sanctuary and main hallways 
throughout the building. Try taking note of 

these on your next walk through the building.

The Liftovator is in the rear of the 
Meetinghouse for anyone who may 
benefit from a lift for the half-flight 
up to the Auditorium level. Unless 
one uses it frequently, its peculiarities 
may take some practice to master, so 
please don’t hesitate to ask an usher 
or staff member for help. 

Wheel Chairs Locations: Two wheel chairs 
are located in the Meetinghouse coat closet 
just off the Narthex. 

Phone Locations: When calling 911, 
a landline is preferred because it will 
automatically identify your address 
to the 911 operator. Cell phones are 

not ideal because of poor reception and because 
a caller may not reach the local EMS. Landline 
phones can be found in the Meetinghouse in: 
1) the sound booth
2) soon to be near the Choir Loft in the stairwell 
leading to the Flower Room
3) soon to be in an usher cabinet in the Narthex. 

Elsewhere in the church building, these unlocked 
rooms have landline phones: 
1) the reception area in the Church Office wing
2) the Binney Conference Room
3) the Lounge
4) Rick’s Room
5) the Undercroft of the Church School

Exit Plan: An emergency evacuation 
plan is important in case of fire or 
other reasons. Ushers are trained 

to identify the best exit doors for each section 
of the Meetinghouse to exit. Should the need 
arise to evacuate the sanctuary, please calmly 
follow your ushers’ instructions, and heed any 
directions announced from the pulpit. Emptying 
of the sanctuary can be efficient and quick if we 
systematically utilize all the available exit doors.

Your Suggestions for improved safety are always 
welcome. Feel free to bring these things to the 
attention of anyone on the Wellness Committee: 
Ros Brady, Carol Deering, Mary Ann Duff, Paul 
Kretschmann, Betsy Kreuter, Ruth Reed, or your 
Parish Nurse, Sue Asselin.

Medicare Part D Counseling
Open enrollment for Medicare Part D (prescription drug insurance) ends on December 7. If you 
need help sorting through the choices, help is available. No-cost counseling is offered for Medicare 
Part D plans through the Town of Greenwich, and also here at church. The private individual 
counseling sessions include internet navigation and comparison of plans. 

For an appointment with a Town of Greenwich counselor, call the Commission on Aging 
office at 203-862-6710. 

For an appointment with your parish nurse call Sue at extension 821. 



11

From Caring Ministries
GIVING TREES 2019: A BELOVED FIRST CHURCH CHRISTMAS TRADITION

On Sunday, November 17, our 
"Giving Trees" will be ready for you to 
choose a gift, fulfilling a wish of our 
friends at H.O.M.E. (Homeworkers 
Organized for More Employment), the 
non-profit organization that supports 
low-income and homeless families in 
Orland Maine, and for those living at 
Pilgrim Towers, a senior residential 
community in Stamford. This is our 
14th year of bringing holiday blessings 
to these communities. 

"Thank you for the Christmas presents...
everyone was delighted...it is a very 
difficult time of year for many folks and 
they would not have a Christmas without 
your support... Your presents to our 
residents really filled their hearts with 
Christmas joy." 

Two trees in the church hallway will 
display color-coded paper ornaments 
describing a specific gift wish of a 
recipient. There will also be a binder for entering the ID number of the wish tag you have selected so we 
can keep track. You can bring the gifts back to the church office or leave on the stage in the auditorium 
anytime up to Wednesday, December 4th.  

Join us for the annual 
H.O.M.E. Craft Sale November 22-24!

Don't miss this great opportunity for our congregation to support the H.O.M.E. community, 
Saturday, November 23rd, 9:00 am - 5:00 pm and Sunday, November 24th, 11:00 am - 1:00 pm. 

Come see the handmade quilts, Christmas decorations and gifts, woolens, pottery, 
wooden toys, weavings, homemade jams, maple Syrup, and much, much more!

H.O.M.E. (Homeworkers Organized for More Employment) is a craft cooperative working with the 
rural poor in Hancock County, Maine. H.O.M.E.'s efforts to help those in need include the operation of a 
free clinic, a soup kitchen and food bank, homeless shelters, learning centers with daycare, literacy and 

GED tutoring, alternative high school and college-level programs, and job and craft training. 
All proceeds from this sale go directly to H.O.M.E.!

Please join us on Friday evening November 22nd from 6:00 - 8:00 pm 
for wine and cheese and the chance to be the first to shop this annual H.O.M.E. Craft Fair. 

Enjoy a fun evening of early shopping for the holidays!

First Church Christmas Party
Celebrate the holidays with your First Church family on Sunday, December 8th from 5:00-7:30 pm. 

More details to come.

SAVE THE DATES

http://www.homemmausa.org/
http://www.homemmausa.org/
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IN MEMORY OF 
Name Here 

Dates or Text Here 

IN HONOR OF 
Name Here 
Text Here 

Church Chair 
Naming Opportunity 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Please complete the form below, detach and include a check payable to First Congregational Church for $250 and 
write in the memo section ‘Chair Naming’.  Mail to: (please complete a form for each chair naming opportunity) 

   The First Congregational Church of Greenwich, 108 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich, CT  06870 

Name:_______________________________________________ Telephone #______________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

City:________________________________________ State:__________ Zip:______________________________   

Email:_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Chair Preference (check one): [    ] MEETINGHOUSE [    ] CHOIR 

Chair being donated (check one) : [    ] IN MEMORY   [    ] IN HONOR  

Name of person chair is being named for: ____________________________________________________________ 

Dates and/or Text on last row:______________________________________________________________________ 

Please call or email Steve Summerton with any questions or concerns: 203-637-1791 x.838 or steves@fccog.org 

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 
is currently accepting donations for naming 
opportunities on our new beautiful Meetinghouse 
and Choir chairs.  Naming opportunities available 
are for in memory or in honor of a person. You 
may name a seat with a tax deductible 
contribution of $250.  This is a great time to: 

  Honor each member of your family.

  Memorialize a parent or relative.

 Give a birthday or Christmas gift by    
honoring someone special.

Complete the form below or go to www.fccog.org to complete and pay online. 

Below are examples of plaques. 

http://www.fccog.org/the-perfect-gift/


13

S U N D AY M O N D AY T U E S D AY W E D N E S D AY T H U R S D AY F R I D AY S AT U R D AY

1 2
AL-ANON Newcomers 
9:30-10:00 am

AL-ANON Meeting 
10:00-11:30 am

Women's Retreat 
(Day 1)

Chili Cooking 
4:00-6:30 pm

3 ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
Child Care 10:00-11:00 am

Church School 10:00-11:00 am

Worship Service 10:00-11:00 am

Community Hour 11:00 am-12:00 pm

Cherub Choir Rehearsal 
11:15-11:45 am

Children's Choir rehearsal 
11:15 am-12:00 pm

Youth Choir Rehearsal 
11:15 am-12:15 pm

Women's Retreat (Day 2)

Godspell auditions 2:00-5:00 pm

4
Kettle Quilters
9:00 am-12:00 pm

Godspell auditions 
6:00-8:00 pm

5
Church & Preschool 
Staff Safety Training
10:00 am -12:00 pm
 
FCCOG Staff Meeting 
12:30-1:30 pm

Faith Formation 
Meeting
7:00-9:00 pm

6
Tai Chi Drop-In
8:00-9:00 am

NAMI Support Group 
10:00 am-12:00 pm

Deacons Meeting
7:30-8:30pm

7
Tai Chi Drop-In
9:00-10:00 am

Hats Off Book Club
10:00-11:30am

Palmer Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal 
6:15-7:15pm

Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal
7:30-9:00 pm

Church School Task 
Force Meeting 7:00- 
8:30 pm

8
Preschool Parent 
Committee Meeting
9 am - 12:30 pm

Garden Club of Old 
Greenwich 
9:00 am - 2:00 pm

9
AL-ANON Newcomers 
9:30-10:00 am

AL-ANON Meeting 
10:00-11:30 am

SOS Talk/Support 
Group for Busy 
Women 
3:00-4:00 pm

10 
Faith Formation Breakfast
9:00-9:50 am

Child Care 10:00-11:00 am

Church School 10:00-11:00 am

Worship Service 10:00-11:00 am

Community Hour 11:00 am-12:00 pm

Parent Discussion Group
11:00am-12:00 pm

Cherub Choir Rehearsal 
11:15-11:45 am

Children's Choir rehearsal 
11:15 am-12:00 pm

Youth Choir Rehearsal 
11:15 am-12:15 pm

11
Kettle Quilters
9:00 am-12:00 pm

Rummage Room 
Committee Meeting 
1:00-2:30 pm

12
FCCOG Staff Meeting 
12:30-1:30 pm

Women's Fellowship 
Allocations Meeting
7:00-9:00 pm

Welcome Committee 
Meeting 
7:30-9:00 pm

13
Tai Chi Drop-In
8:00-9:00 am

SPEDucated Parents
6:30-8:30 pm

14
Tai Chi Drop-In
9:00-10:00 am

Preschool Board 
Meeting 
9:30 am-12:30 pm

Hats Off Book Club
10:00-11:30 am

Palmer Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal
6:15-7:15 pm

Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal
7:30-9:00 pm

Personnel Commit-
tee Meeting 
7:30-9:00 pm

15 16
AL-ANON Newcomers 
9:30-10 am

AL-ANON Meeting 
10-11:30 am

17 GIFTS & GRATITUDE SUNDAY
Child Care 10:00-11:00 am

Church School 10:00-11:00 am

Worship Service 10:00-11:00 am

Community Hour 11:00 am-12:00 pm

"Mindful Self-Compassion" 
11:15 am-12:15pm
 
Cherub Choir Rehearsal 
11:15-11:45 am

Children's Choir rehearsal 
11:15 am-12:00 pm

Youth Choir Rehearsal 
11:15 am-12:15 pm

Christmas Tree Rack Set up
11:00 am - 12:30 pm

18
Kettle Quilters 
9:00 am-12:00 pm

19
FCCOG Staff Meeting 
12:30-1:30 pm

Greenwich Preschool 
Directors' Group 
2:30-4:00 pm

Outreach Committee 
Meeting 
7:00-9:30 pm

20
Tai Chi Drop-In
8:00-9:00 am

Preschool Board 
Meeting 
9:30-11:30 am

Church Council 
Meeting 
7:00-9:00 pm

21
Tai Chi Drop-In
9:00-10:00 am

Hats Off Book Club
10:00-11:30 am

Palmer Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal
6:15-7:15 pm

Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal
7:30-9:00 pm

22
H.O.M.E. Co-op 
Craft Fair 
4:00-9:30 pm

H.O.M.E. Co-op 
Wine & Cheese 
Preview Party
6:00-8:00 pm

23
AL-ANON Newcomers 
9:30-10:00 am

AL-ANON Meeting 
10:00-11:30 am

H.O.M.E. Co-op 
Craft Fair 
9:00 am-4:00 pm

24 HARVEST SUNDAY
Child Care 10:00-11:00 am

Worship Service 110:00-11:00 am

Community Hour 11:00 am-12:00 pm

Cherub Choir Rehearsal 
11:15-11:45 am

Children's Choir rehearsal 
11:15 am-12:00 pm

Youth Choir Rehearsal 
11:15 am-12:15 pm

H.O.M.E. Co-op Craft Fair 
11:00 am-1:00 pm

Outreach Wreath Decorating Workshop 
3:00-5:00 pm

25
Kettle Quilters 
9:00 am-12:00 pm

Preschool CT DOTS 
Training 
2:30-6:00 pm

26
FCCOG Staff Meeting 
12:30-1:30 pm

Outreach Wreath Deco-
rating Workshop 
11:00 am-1:00 pm

Prayer Shawl Commit-
tee Meeting
6:30 -8:00 pm

27
Tai Chi Drop-In
8:00-9:00 am

Caring Ministries 
Meeting 
7:30-9:00 pm

28 Thanksgiving
BUILDING 
CLOSED

29
BUILDING 
CLOSED

Outreach Wreath 
Decorating  
Workshop 
11:00 am-1:00 pm

30
AL-ANON Newcomers 
9:30-10:00 am

AL-ANON Meeting 
10:00-11:30 am

Christmas Trees Set 
Up and Sale
9:00 am-6:00 pm

Ornament: 
A Trans-Siberian 
Orchestra Tribute 
Concert
8:00-10:30 pm

November 2019 Church Calendar
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HOMECOMING 2019
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CHOIR FESTIVAL, REDEDICATION & 
FAREWELL TO THE GILBERTS
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Christmas Meetinghouse Flowers
The Chancel Committee invites contributions for decorations for the Meetinghouse this Christmas. 
Any amount is welcome. Please deliver the completed form with your check to the church office on or 
before Monday, December 16, 2019. Thank you!

Please check one of these choices:  p In Memory of  p In Honor of

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________

By: ______________________________________________________________________________

Enclosed is my check for $________ made out to First Congregational Church of Greenwich ("Flowers" in the memo)

Please print legibly to minimize spelling errors.

 !  cut here  !

NEWS FROM THE RUMMAGE ROOM
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich

203-637-1875 •  website

 Halloween was a huge success at The 
Rummage Room. Customers loved all the 
costumes and Halloween items we had. 

Thank you everyone who donated. 
We are now getting ready for the cold weather 

and would love some winter coats, we have 
lots of customers requesting them.

Manager Leanne's Wish List: 
jewelry • winter coats • winter gloves

Shop Hours:  
Mon. - Fri. 10:00 am - 5:00 pm

Sat. 10:00 am - 1:00 pm

Donation Hours: 
Mon. - Thur.  9:30 am - 4:30 pm
Fri. and Sat. 9:30 am - 12:30 pm

Come make your own Christmas Gifts 
for Family & Friends

at the Advent Craft Workshop & Dinner!

Sunday, December 1
3:30–5:30 pm in the Daniels Center

Delicious Soups, Mac 'n’ Cheese and More...

Sign up at www.fccog.org

http://www.fccog.org/about-us/the-rummage-room
http://www.fccog.org
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