an open invitation

Yevgeny Vuchetich, Swords into Plowshares, 1959; at the garden at the United Nations, NYC.

Sunday, December 1, 2019
10:00 am

First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be open and affirming;
open to all for participation, membership, leadership, and employment, and
affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
Welcome to this service of worship at The First Congregational Church of
Greenwich. Please join us in the auditorium after worship for our Community Hour.

Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices.
Please let an usher know if you would like a Bible during the service.
We are happy to provide one upon request. You may also get one
from the bookshelf across from the sound booth room.

Please let an usher know if you would like a Bible during the service.
We are happy to provide one upon request.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
PRELUDE
Improvisation on “Veni Emmanuel”

Dr. Craig Scott Symons, director
C. S. Symons

CALL TO COMMUNITY

Reverend Patrick Collins

(please sign and pass the red fellowship pad found at the end of your row.)

CALL TO A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION
CALL TO WORSHIP*
Leader: Listen to the Spirit urging us to get ready.
All:
Our calendars are already full.
Leader: Listen to the Spirit calling us to wait.
All:
We’ve already been waiting; we have to wait everywhere we go.
Leader: Listen to the Spirit inviting us to walk in the way of God.
All:
This is good news!
Leader: The way of God is the path of peace.
All:
We are glad to be in the house of the Creator!
Leader: May the Advent blessing of peace be with you.
All:
We rejoice, for we are blessed to walk in the light of God!
HYMN*
O Come, O Come Emmanuel

Pilgrim (red) Hymnal #110

GATHERING PRAYER (in unison)
Reverend Avery C. Manchester
O God beyond time, we are an impatient people. As the days grow shorter and the
darkness longer, teach us to wait with faithful expectation. In this time of worship,
open our eyes and hearts to the Advent blessings in our midst. May every day be a
day of gratitude for your compassion and grace. Through the guidance of your
Spirit, lead each one of us in the pathways that make for peace. In the name of
Emmanuel, God with Us, we pray. Amen.
LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE
First Church Staff
All: O God, in the days to come the mountain of your house will be established,
and your joy shall reign. We pray for your wisdom and guidance, that you
might teach us your ways and that we might walk in your paths.
*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit

MUSIC DURING ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING
O Come, O Come Emmanuel

The Palmer Handbell Choir
Arr. Lloyd Larson

LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will
be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
BAPTISM
Brayden Simpson Kelly, son of Gregory and Devon Kelly
SONG AFTER BAPTISM
The Rainbow Song

Reverend Patrick Collins

The Cherub Choir
Carol Woodman, director
Debbie Berner, piano

All children will now leave to go to the Daniels Center for a special program. Parents are welcome to
accompany their children and return to the service. Baby Nursery & Toddler Room in the Red Door where
3’s and 4’s are also welcome.

FIRST LESSON
God’s Promised Day Can’t Wait
Someone once told me that hope was naive—
A foolish game that children play
When they pray that summer won’t end,
And bedtime won’t come.
Someone once told me that hope was naive as they
Cradled pessimism in their lap like a sleeping cat,
Stroking their ego while they stoked a fire within me.
Unfortunately for them, I’m allergic to cats.
And unfortunately for them, those who deny hope
Will never know vulnerability;
For hope requires us to believe in a better day—
Even when this one is falling apart.

Peggy Whitlock
by Sarah Are

Hope looks the 24-hour news cycle in the face,
Hope looks our broken relationships in the face,
Hope looks our low self-esteem in the face,
And declares at low tide that the water will return.
Hope is exhaling, trusting that your body will inhale again.
Hope is watching the sunset and setting an alarm.
Hope is planting seeds in the winter, assuming summer will come.
I never said it would be easy.
The ground is frozen, you are thirsty, and the night is long.
But I will say this—
I have found hope to be the rhythm of love and the fiber of faith;
For to hope is to believe in God’s ability to bring about a better day,
And like a child with an Advent calendar,
I will always be counting down the days.
So to those who cradle pessimism and fear,
You can find me outside—with the kids—wishing on stars,
Praying to the God of today
That tomorrow will be just as beautiful.
Set your alarm.
We’d like for you to join us.
The sunrise won’t wait.
SOLO
The Call

Thomas Woodman, bass
Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

SECOND LESSON
Reverend Patrick Collins
Isaiah 2:1-5 (New Revised Standard Version)
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
In days to come
the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the Lord!
MESSAGE
An Open Invitation

Reverend Patrick Collins

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Reverend Carla Dietz

(praise for who God is, with thanksgiving for what God does and with requests for God to heal, transform)

CALL TO OFFERING

Fred Laffan

Using a Smartphone? Text FCCOG Donate to 73256

OFFERTORY ANTHEM
In Your Light We See the Light

The Chancel Choir
David McCarthy

DOXOLOGY*
(offering praise and thanksgiving for meeting our needs and using us to bring God’s mission to the world.)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen
PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Fred Laffan

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION
We practice open Communion – all who wish to know the presence of Christ and to participate in the
community of God’s people are welcome to receive Communion, including children of all ages, and
regardless of church membership or denominational affiliation. All are welcome to the table of God.

INVITATION
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
RECEIVING THE BREAD AND CUP
In the tradition of our church, let us partake of the bread (gluten-free) as it is served, remembering
our individual uniqueness in the eyes of God and our diversity within the Body of Christ. Let us hold
the cup (grape juice) until all have been served, remembering our oneness with God and our unity in
the Body of Christ.

UNISON PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Gracious God, in gratitude, in deep gratitude, for this moment, this meal, these
people. We give ourselves to you. Take us out to live as changed people because we
have shared this sacrament and cannot remain the same. Ask much of us, expect
much from us, enable much by us, encourage many through us. Amen.
HYMN*
O God of Love, O God of Peace

Pilgrim (red) Hymnal #571

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION
BENEDICTION*

Reverend Carla Dietz

CHORAL RESPONSE
POSTLUDE
Prelude in E minor

J. S. Bach (1685-1750)
*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit

The flowers in the Meeting House are given in celebration of the baptism of Brayden Simpson Kelly by his family.
Directly following the service, one of our pastors will remain in the Chapel
to be available to anyone who has a pastoral care concern.

NOTICE FROM RICK DERR, CHAIR OF THE CHURCH COUNCIL
A Special Meeting of the Congregation is hereby called for TODAY, Sunday, December 1,
2019 following the 10:00am Worship Service. The meeting will be held in the Meetinghouse:
• To hear and act upon the recommendation of the Senior Pastor Search Committee to call
Rev. Patrick Collins as Senior Pastor;
• And to transact such other business as may properly come before the meeting.

\

A Note about Welcoming Children
To our parents: God put the wiggle in children… do not feel you have to suppress it during
worship. The presence of children is a gift to the church, which offers hope for all. Jesus said,
“Let the children come to me.” At First Church we believe that the way we welcome children
in worship directly affects the way they respond to God, the church, and to one another. To
the members of our congregation, please know that a smile of encouragement is always
welcome to parents with small, active children.
For those who are interested, we do have child care available for babies and toddlers every
Sunday, for the entirety of the church service, in the preschool classrooms. For toddlers and
preschoolers who stay in church, there is a “PrayGround” in the back of the chapel with a rug
and a few quiet play things. Chairs and rocking chairs are reserved for parents to supervise
their children if you do not need to be on the rug with them. There are also additional
children’s books on the bookshelves near the back of the chapel.

Radio Ministry
The 10:00 am service is broadcast live each week on WGCH 1490 AM Radio. In
addition, the service is available through the church’s website at
www.fccog.org. A bulletin is there as well as a link to the live broadcast. Previous sermon
recordings are also available.
All services are now live-streamed on YouTube.com. Search for First
Congregational Church of Greenwich and subscribe to our channel.

NEWS & NOTICES
TODAY
Church School
Church School will be in the Daniels Center for all children 5 and older.
Middle School and High School students are invited to help. We will begin
in church as usual. After the Baptism, children will go to the Red Door for
Baby and Toddler Care. 3’s and 4’s are welcome here, too. Children in the
Daniels Center program will meet their parents in the Church at the end of the service.
Rosemary and the teachers will bring them upstairs to you.

Choir Rehearsals Today
Cherub Choir: Rainbow Room (Lower Level) 11:15-11:45 am
Children’s Choir: Music Room (3rd Floor) 11:15 am -12 pm
Youth Choir: Choir Room (3rd Floor) 11:15 am -12:15 pm

Parish Nurse
Sue Asselin, RN, is available for blood pressure screenings and health
consultations following today’s worship service, in her office (to the right of the
Auditorium stage). During the week, she is available by appointment, which can
be made by calling x 821.
IMPORTANT INFO: The Medicare Part D prescription drug insurance open
enrollment period ends this week on December 7. The plan you had last year
may not be the most cost-effective plan this year. Call your Parish Nurse, Sue
Asselin, at extension 821 if you would like to receive counseling including
navigating the Medicare website to determine your options.

Advent Craft Fair & Dinner TODAY! 3:30-5:30 pm in the Daniels Center
A great opportunity for family bonding! Make your own gifts and decorations. Dinner
included: great soup, macaroni and cheese, and chicken nuggets. Freewill offering
appreciated. Sign up easels in the Church School and the Auditorium.

Christmas Tree & Wreath Sale runs through Dec. 14.
Come early for the best wreaths and trees in town! All proceeds donated to local non-profits.

UPCOMING
SIGN UP NOW for the First Church Christmas Party!
Please RSVP by Tuesday, December 4. Come celebrate the holidays with your
First Church family! Please join us for fun and generous hors d’oeuvres on Sunday,
December 8th from 5 to 7:30 pm. For reservations, contact Ginny Breismeister at
ginnyb@fccog.org, register on line at http://www.fccog.org/event/christmas-party-2019/ or
call the church office 203-637-1791. Babysitter recommendations available. Join us for this
adult-only, festive full-bar complementary Christmas celebration!

53rd Annual Messiah Performance
This performance will take place on Saturday, December 14, 2019 at 4:00 pm. A
freewill offering will be received, with a suggested donation of $20. Since 1966,
First Congregational Church has presented Part 1 of Handel’s Messiah, the
Christmas portion, concluding with the Hallelujah chorus. The First Church Festival Chorus, 75
singers strong, is accompanied by the First Church Chamber Orchestra, with soloists Risa
Renae Harman, soprano, Sarah Bleasdale, mezzo soprano, Daniel Young, tenor, Constantine
Novotny, bass.

Join the First Church Festival Chorus
If you have choral experience, you are encouraged to join the chorus for
our annual Messiah concert. There is only one choir rehearsal on Monday, December 9 from
7:30 – 9:00 pm in the Meetinghouse. There is also a dress rehearsal with orchestra on
Wednesday, December 11 from 7:30 – 9:00 pm. There is a refundable score deposit of $20.
There are no auditions; everyone is welcome.

First Church Cookie Walk

The 4th annual First Church Cookie Walk is fast approaching! On Sunday, December 15, we will
all have the opportunity to participate in a festive sale of delectable Christmas cookies and
treats provided by all you wonderful bakers. Bakers will receive “priority” stickers to fill your
box first and then non-bakers may go through the line. All children must be accompanied by
an adult. Boxes will be $5 each. Proceeds will go to the Pastor’s discretionary fund for
emergency relief. Fire up your ovens, get out the flour and sugar, and bake for a fun time and
help those in need! Please sign up during coffee hour indicating that you will bring cookies.

Now Casting for the Christmas Eve Nativity Pageants
Do you know that on Christmas Eve we have THREE nativity pageants? We need Mary’s and
Joseph’s, shepherds and angels, kings, little drummer boys, and even some farm animals.
At the 10 am service, any children who arrive by 9:20 am can be in the pageant. For both the 3
pm and 6 pm services, we also need an angel who is willing to climb the ladder and spread

your wings. For the 3 and 6 pm services, you will need to choose costumes and rehearse on
Monday, December 23, from 10:30 am to Noon. There are no speaking parts! How easy can
this be? All you need to do is act the part of the character you are portraying and smile. So as
soon as your family knows which service you will be attending and if you want to be part of
the fun, just let Rosemary (RosemaryL@fccog.org) know.

Looking for a meaningful gift?
We're currently accepting requests and donations for naming the
gorgeous new Meetinghouse and Choir chairs. Name one or more
chairs in memory or in honor of someone special with a taxdeductible contribution of $250 per chair. Visit
http://www.fccog.org/the-perfect-gift/ to complete the form and
donate online now! You may also contact Steve Summerton at
steves@fccog.org or 203-637-1791 x838 for more info.

NEWS FROM THE RUMMAGE ROOM
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich • 203-637-1875
www.fccog.org/about-us/the-rummage-room
The Rummage Room is stocked full of Christmas items, and last-minute Thanksgiving items
as well. Come in and see all the great items we have.
This week we will close at 1pm on Wednesday and will be closed Thanksgiving. We open again
on Friday at 10am. Friday is a big day for us, we have lots of families come in and shop
together. We have great specials that day - so stop by and see what they are.
Manager Leanne’s Wish List:
Small Electronics • Puzzles • Men's Sweaters
Shop Hours:
Monday-Friday 10 am - 5 pm
Saturdays 10 am - 1 pm

Donations accepted:
Monday-Thursday 9:30 am - 4:30 pm
Friday & Saturday 9:30 am - 12:30 pm
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