PROMISE VISION
Sunday, November 17, 2019
10:00 am

First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be open
and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership,
and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children
of God. We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey
of faith.
Welcome to this service of worship at The First Congregational
Church of Greenwich. Please join us in the auditorium after worship
for our Community Hour.

Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices.

Please let an usher know if you would like a Bible during the service.
We are happy to provide one upon request. You may also get one
from the bookshelf across from the sound booth room.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
and NEW MEMBER WELCOME
PRELUDE
O Worship The King

The Palmer Handbell Choir
Arr. Michael Helman
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, director

CALL TO COMMUNITY

Reverend Carla Dietz

(please sign and pass the red fellowship pad found at the end of your row.)

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT
CALL TO WORSHIP*
(Inspired by Isaiah 12)

One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:

Surely God is our salvation.
We will trust and will not be afraid.
God is our strength and our might.
God has become our salvation.
Sing praises to God.
God has done gloriously. Let this be known in all the Earth!

HYMN*
O for a World

New Century (black) Hymnal #575

INVOCATION

Reverend Patrick Collins

(or Opening Prayer, we call on God for help & presence. We call on the living God who
has made a covenant with us through Jesus the Christ)

Dear God, we want very much to be a community as a joy, and
delight. We desire for you to rejoice in our worship and for you to
be delighted in us as your children. In your majesty, O God, dry our
tears and remove our distress so we might be filled with praise for
you. Amen.
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS

Ginny Breismeister

(Candidates will come forward as their names are called)
*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit.

Mark and Mary Symons come to First Congregational Church by Reaffirmation
of Faith. They met in high school and married in 2013. Mark works for Con Ed
and Mary was a District Attorney for Manhattan. They moved to Connecticut in
2018 and welcomed their son, Jackson, last August. They enjoy running, travel,
snowboarding and sports.
Patrick Toohey comes to First Congregational Church by Reaffirmation of Faith.
Patrick is Senior Project Manager with Corporate Image, an interior design and
commercial art production company. He enjoys art, music and camping with his
family. He and his wife, Rebecca, are the parents of seven year old Jackson.
Thomas (Tom) and Carol Woodman come to First Congregational Church by
Transfer of Letter from First Congregational Church of Fairfield CT. Tom a
section leader in our Chancel Choir. He grew up in this church and credits the
music of First Church as the reason he is a professional opera singer today. Carol
and Tom were married here and have sung in Noye’s Flood many times. Carol
helped with the Cherub Choir when their girls were young and she has come full
circle as their director now. Carol is EA and office manager at Starwood Energy
Group. Carol and Tom are happy to join Tom’s sisters, Andy and Lynn, and
sister-in-law Carolyn, back in the fold of First Church.
Michael and Karen Yancey come to First Congregational Church by
Reaffirmation of Faith. Michael is retired and Karen is IT Manager at GenRe. She
will be retiring next March and they are looking forward to travelling. Karen
enjoys needle crafts, reading mysteries and science fiction and choral singing.
Michael and Karen have two grown sons.
Daniel Young comes to First Congregational Church by Reaffirmation of Faith.
He is our Tenor section leader in the Chancel Choir. Danny is a drama teacher at
Greenwich Academy and composer. He enjoys calligraphy, writing, water skiing
and cooking. Danny studied music in college and is excited to share that
ministry and to add what he can to First Church.
Randall (Rory) Young and Bonnie Kelley-Young come to First Congregational
Church by Reaffirmation of Faith. Rory is a producer of audio books for children
and other tasks and is the winner of three Grammy’s and a few gold records. He
sings in the Chancel Choir. Bonnie is an ESL teacher at Westhill High School and
a drama coach. They Youngs will be putting on Godspell at First Church in the
spring so if you would like to join them in some way, let them know!

COMMITMENT OF NEW MEMBERS

Clergy

Reverend Carla Dietz: We are called of God to be disciples through
Christ Jesus. Today we welcome each of you to join us in the joy of

God’s service through the work of First Congregational Church of
Greenwich.
Senior Deacon: Friends in Christ, we bid you welcome. We greet you
as fellow disciples of Christ. Our purpose is to promote the increase of
the love of God and neighbor. Will you now unite yourself with The
First Congregational Church of Greenwich, accepting its
responsibilities, praying and working for its usefulness, sustaining its
worship, supporting its wider mission, and living with us in the joys of
Christian fellowship?
New Members: I will.
Reverend Patrick Collins: We believe in the freedom and
responsibility of the individual soul and the right of private judgment.
We join in fellowship with other congregations of the United Church
of Christ in declaring our steadfast allegiance to the faith which our
forebears confessed, which from age to age has found its expression
in the historic creeds of the Church Universal and of our Communion,
and in affirming our loyalty to the basic principles of our
representative democracy. We hereby set forth the things we most
surely believe.
THE COVENANT*
(please all join in as you are inclined, by standing)

We believe in God, infinite in wisdom and love, in Jesus Christ, and
in the Holy Spirit, who renews, comforts and inspires us. We are
united in seeking to know the will of God as taught in the Holy
Scriptures and to walk in the ways of Christ. As Jesus accepted,
welcomed and embraced all people without exception, so do we
accept all who join with us in our journey to be a people of faith.
We accept the mission of this church proclaiming the gospel, to
worship God and to work for the dream of a compassionate world.
Trusting in God’s Spirit, we promise to support each other in love,
that through our faith, the world might be made new.
THE LORD’S PRAYER*
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit.

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever. Amen.
Children will leave to go to their Church School classrooms while the Congregational
Response is sung. Parents are welcome to accompany their children to their room and
return to the service when they are able. All classrooms are on the Preschool level.
Baby Nursery & Toddler Room in Red Door; 3- & 4-year-olds in Blue Door; Kindergarten
& 1st Grade in Rainbow Door; 2nd Grade in Gold Door; 3rd grade in Purple Door;
4th, 5th and 6th Grades in the Green Door.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Blest be the tie that binds
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
the sharing of a common life is like to that above.
Before our God we come and pour our ardent prayers;
our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares.
PRAYER OF REFLECTION

Reverend Carla Dietz

(Based on Luke 21:5–19)

Faithful God, we wear ourselves out with our worries and fears. We are
terrified by the violence in the world around us. We spend our time and
energy looking for signs of the end to come rather than looking for
promises of new life. By your Spirit, open us to the enduring hope of
your promises. Amen.
WORDS OF AFFIRMATION
(assurance you are forgiven)

FIRST LESSON
Isaiah 65:17-25
For I am about to create new heavens
and a new earth;
the former things shall not be remembered
or come to mind.
But be glad and rejoice forever

Joe McBride

in what I am creating;
for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy,
and its people as a delight.
I will rejoice in Jerusalem,
and delight in my people;
no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it,
or the cry of distress.
No more shall there be in it
an infant that lives but a few days,
or an old person who does not live out a lifetime;
for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth,
and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed.
They shall build houses and inhabit them;
they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.
They shall not build and another inhabit;
they shall not plant and another eat;
for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be,
and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands.
They shall not labor in vain,
or bear children for calamity;
for they shall be offspring blessed by the LORD—
and their descendants as well.
Before they call I will answer,
while they are yet speaking I will hear.
The wolf and the lamb shall feed together,
the lion shall eat straw like the ox;
but the serpent—its food shall be dust!
They shall not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain,
says the LORD.
SOLO
O Lord, Be Merciful

Hanna Golodinskii, soprano
Homer Bartlett (1845-1920)

GOSPEL
Joe McBride
Luke 21:15-19
For I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents
will be able to withstand or contradict. You will be betrayed even by

parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put
some of you to death. You will be hated by all because of my
name. But not a hair of your head will perish. By your endurance you
will gain your souls.
MESSAGE
Promise Vision

Reverend Carla Dietz

HYMN*
O Day of Peace

Words; O day of peace, that dimly shines;
Contributors: Carl P. Daw, Jr.
Text: © 1982, Hope Publishing Company
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454 All rights reserved.
*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Kristen Jacks, Stewardship Chair

(praise for who God is, with thanksgiving for what God does and with requests for
God to heal, transform)

CALL TO OFFERING

Mariann Ekernas

Using a Smartphone? Text FCCOG Donate to 73256

OFFERTORY ANTHEM
And I Saw a New Heaven

The Chancel Choir
Edgar Bainton (1880-1956)

DOXOLOGY*
(offering praise and thanksgiving for meeting our needs and using us to bring God’s
mission to the world.)

DEDICATION OF THE OFFERING*
HYMN*
My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less

Mariann Ekernas
New Century Hymnal #403

BENEDICTION*
Reverend Carla Dietz
As you go from this place, may our Creator allow you to drink deeply
from the waters of the wells of salvation, refreshing you to see and
to be the vision of the promise of love. Amen.
CHORAL RESPONSE
POSTLUDE
Gloria

François Couperin (1668-1733)
*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit.

The flowers in the Meeting House are given in memory
of her parents and brother, by Caralliene Westbrook.

Directly following the service, one of our pastors will remain in the Chapel
to be available to anyone who has a pastoral care concern.

A Note about Welcoming Children
To our parents: God put the wiggle in children… do not feel you
have to suppress it during worship. The presence of children is a gift
to the church, which offers hope for all. Jesus said, “Let the children
come to me.” At First Church we believe that the way we welcome
children in worship directly affects the way they respond to God, the
church, and to one another. To the members of our congregation,
please know that a smile of encouragement is always welcome to
parents with small, active children.
For those who are interested, we do have child care available for
babies and toddlers every Sunday, for the entirety of the church
service, in the preschool classrooms. For toddlers and preschoolers
who stay in church, there is a “PrayGround” in the chapel with a rug
and a few quiet play things. Chairs and rocking chairs are reserved for
parents to supervise their children if you do not need to be on the rug
with them. There are also additional children’s books on the
bookshelves near the back of the chapel.

Radio Ministry
The 10:00 am service is broadcast live each week on
WGCH 1490 AM Radio. In addition, the service is
available through the church’s website: www.fccog.org. A bulletin is
there as well as a link to the live broadcast. Previous sermon
recordings are also available.
All services are now live-streamed on YouTube.com.
Search for First Congregational Church of Greenwich and
subscribe to our channel.

NEWS & NOTICES
TODAY
Church School
Regular Church School today: Baby and Toddler Room
continues in the Preschool Red Door Classroom. 3's and
4's are in the Blue Door and can be dropped off before the service
begins. During the service, please feel free to bring your preschoolage children to the “PrayGround” in the Chapel.

Choir Rehearsals Today
Cherub Choir: Rainbow Room (Lower Level) 11:15-11:45 am
Children’s Choir: Music Room (3rd Floor) 11:15 am -12 pm
Youth Choir: Choir Room (3rd Floor) 11:15-12:15 am

Parish Nurse
Sue Asselin, RN, is available for blood pressure screenings
and health consultations following today’s worship service,
in her office (to the right of the Auditorium stage). During the week,
she is available by appointment, which can be made by calling x 821.

TODAY!! GIVING TREES 2019
The "Giving Trees" are outside the
auditorium decorated with tags for you
to choose a Christmas gift for our friends
at H.O.M.E. (Homeworkers Organized
for More Employment), the non-profit
organization that supports low-income
and homeless families in Orland Maine
and at Pilgrim Towers, a senior residential community in Stamford.
Please come by and fulfill a wish! Wrapped gifts are needed back by
Wednesday, December 4th. Thank you!

TODAY!! Faith Parenting Discussion
During Community Hour
An introduction to the book, “Bless This Mess”, authored by Rev.
Molly Baskette, a UCC pastor and Ellen O’Donnell, Ph.D. in
Clinical Psychology. Grab your coffee and join us at the table in
the corner of the Auditorium.

Rack ‘Em Up! Christmas Tree
Racks Go Up Today
It’s that time of year to put up the
Christmas tree stands on the front
lawn! Grab a cup of coffee and join us
at 11:15 out front to assemble the
racks. Last year, it took about an hour.

first
church
congregational

of greenwich

founded 1665

meeting in faith • welcoming all

From the Stewardship Committee
God bless the early birds! We have over 100
pledges from people who want to continue the
vital and important work of the church. What
is this work?

First Church supports over 30 charities that shelter the homeless,
feed the food insecure, promote literacy, provide job training, help
the elderly, bolster veterans, and more.
Our church is committed to vibrant worship centered in gratitude
and welcoming all. From baptism to confirmation, First Church
guides young families through faith formation. Our pastors and
parish nurse visit the sick and home-bound. Church members on the
Caring Ministries Committee are always ready with a prayer shawl,
flowers, a simple card, soup, and prayers to bring comfort.
Your pledge makes the vital and important work of the church
possible. Please pledge this year to help us achieve new heights in
outreach, faith formation, worship, and hospitality to welcome our
neighbors into the First Church family.
To make your pledge, please visit www.iamfirstchurch.com. If you
prefer, you can email your pledge to Steve Summerton
at steves@fccog.org or send via mail to the church office.

Looking for a meaningful gift?
We're currently accepting requests and donations
for naming the gorgeous new Meetinghouse and
Choir chairs. Name one or more chairs in memory
or in honor of someone special with a taxdeductible contribution of $250 per chair. Visit

http://www.fccog.org/the-perfect-gift/ to complete the form and
donate online now! You may also contact Steve Summerton at
steves@fccog.org or 203-637-1791 x838 for more info.

UPCOMING
Craft Fair Preview Party

Friday evening November 22nd, 6:00 - 8:00 pm
Please join us for wine and cheese and the
chance to be the first to shop this annual
H.O.M.E. Craft Fair. Enjoy a fun evening of early
shopping for the holidays!
Join us for the annual H.O.M.E. Craft Sale November 22-24!
Saturday, November 23rd, 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sunday, November 24th, 11:00 am - 1:00 pm
Don't miss this great opportunity for our congregation to support
the H.O.M.E. community. Come see the handmade quilts, Christmas
decorations and gifts, woolens, pottery, wooden toys, weavings,
homemade jams, maple Syrup, and much, much more!
H.O.M.E. (Homeworkers Organized for More Employment) is a
craft cooperative working with the rural poor in Hancock County,
Maine, to help those in need.

Harvest Sunday is next Sunday,
November 24!
Our annual food collection will be divided
between Neighbor to Neighbor and H.O.M.E.
Please fill up a grocery bag (or two) with
canned and other dry goods. Special requests include: canned chili,
Spam or chicken, Chef Boyardee pastas, beans or rice in 1lb. bags,
peanut butter & jelly, canned fruit, cereals and quick oats oatmeal.
Bring your food donations to the Harvest Sunday Service next
Sunday. Cash donations are also welcome.

Christmas Tree & Wreath Sale
begins Saturday after
Thanksgiving, November 30,
and runs through Dec. 14.
The sale will feature 450 fresh cut
Fraser Fir and Balsam trees
from New Hampshire and over 200
wreaths! Shop early for
best selection. Volunteers are key to
the success of the sale, which raised
$32,000 for local charities last year. Join the fun and volunteer!
Sign up is easy using Sign-Up Genius at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050d4eafa62aabf94christmas. You can also sign up today on the posters in the
Auditorium or contact Pat Mendelsohn, Outreach Chair, at
203-637-5773 or patmendelsohn@aol.com.

Notice from Rick Derr, Chair of the Church Council
A Special Meeting of the Congregation is hereby called for Sunday,
December 1, 2019 following the 10:00am Worship Service. The
meeting will be held in the Meetinghouse:
• To hear and act upon the recommendation of the Senior Pastor
Search Committee to call Rev. Patrick Collins as Senior Pastor;
• And to transact such other business as may properly come
before the meeting.

First Church Christmas Party
Come celebrate the holidays with your First Church
family! Please join us for fun and generous hors
d’oeuvres on Sunday, December 8th from 5 to 7:30 pm.
Please RSVP by Tuesday, December 4. For reservations
contact Ginny Breismeister at ginnyb@fccog.org, register on line at
http://www.fccog.org/event/christmas-party-2019/
or call the church office 203-637-1791. Babysitter recommendations
available. Join us for this adult-only, festive full-bar complementary
Christmas celebration!

First Church Cookie Walk

The 4th annual First Church Cookie Walk is fast approaching! On
Sunday, December 15, we will all have the opportunity to participate
in a festive sale of delectable Christmas cookies and treats provided
by all you wonderful bakers. Bakers will receive “priority” stickers to
fill your box first and then non-bakers may go through the line. All
children must be accompanied by an adult. Boxes will be $5 each.
Proceeds will go to the Pastor’s discretionary fund for emergency
relief. Fire up your ovens, get out the flour and sugar, and bake for a
fun time and help those in need! Please sign up in coffee hour
indicating that you will bring cookies.

NEWS FROM THE RUMMAGE ROOM
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich
203-637-1875 • www.fccog.org/about-us/the-rummage-room

Christmas is out at The Rummage Room. We have decorations,
wreaths, garland, warm coats and gloves etc. Also lots of unique
items, that you just don't find anywhere else. Come in and shop with
us... we have wonderful gifts and you will be helping all of the charities
that we donate to. Win, Win...
Shop hours
Monday - Friday 10 am-5 pm
Saturday 10 am-1 pm

Donation hours
Monday-Thursday 9:30 am-4:30 pm
Friday & Saturday 9:30 am-12:30 pm

Manager Leanne’s wish list:
Those gifts that you received last year for Christmas
(sitting in the closet, unused)? We could use them!
Thanksgiving Items: decorations, linens
Children's Winter Coats
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