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cd 
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Sunday, September 8, 2019 
13th Sunday after Pentecost 
Plants & Animals Sunday** 

 
PRELUDE Dr. Craig Scott Symons, piano 
  

WELCOME Reverend Carla Dietz 
(Please sign and pass the red Fellowship Pad found at the end of your row.) 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP*  
One:  God, maker of plants and animals and all things, invites us here!  
All:  We are glad to be here.  
One:  God, who has created all things for our goodness, invites us to this place.  
All:  We are glad to be here.  
One:  God, who has called us to care for the Earth and all its inhabitants, invites us to this place.  
All:  We are glad to be here.  
One:  Come, let us worship God! 
 
INTROIT Daniel Young, tenor 
For the Flowers Are Great Blessings Benjamin Britten (1913-1976) 

*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit. 

First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be open and 
affirming: open to all for participation, membership, leadership, and 

employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.  
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith. 

 
Welcome to our service of worship at First Church of Greenwich.  

Please join us in the lounge or outside (weather permitting)  
after worship for our Community Hour. 

 
Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices. 

 



 
OPENING HYMN* 

All Things Bright and Beautiful 

 
 

OPENING PRAYER (in unison) Reverend Avery C. Manchester 
Creator God, we are awed by the creation you have made – the plants and animals 
(including humans) that you have placed within this world. In this time of worship, may 
we be aware of the gifts of all Creation!  Amen. 

 

REFLECTION PRAYER 
(When we admit that we have not always been our best. It’s a chance to unburden our hearts.) 
God of hawk and puffin, of koala and panda, of moose and squirrel, of tiger and cobra; 
God of pansy and daffodil, gum tree and redwood, of mountain meadows and  

*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit. 



 
rainforest jungles: we are in awe of all you have done for us. You created a world of 
plants and animals that can live in such wondrous harmony; yet too often we exploit 
one another, we devastate, and we leave things in ruin. Forgive us and guide us in the 
restoration of the harmony you intended. Amen. 
 
AFFIRMATION  
(Assurance you are forgiven) 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
HYMN 
Many and Great, O God, Are Your Works 

 
This hymn was originally written in 1842 in the Dakota Native American language by Joseph R. Renville. Its Dakota title 
is "Wakantanka taku nitawa.” It was first published in 1879 in the Dakota Odowan, a significant hymnal in the Dakota 
language. The first and last of the original seven verses were translated to English by Philip Frazier in 1929, and this has 
been widely used and modernized over the years. It is sometimes called the Dakota Hymn, and has been included in a 
number of contemporary "world music" collections.  

 



 
FIRST LESSON Barbara Norrgard 
Psalm 104:14-23 
You cause the grass to grow for the cattle, 
    and plants for people to use,  
to bring forth food from the earth, 
     and wine to gladden the human heart, 
oil to make the face shine, 
    and bread to strengthen the human heart. 
The trees of the LORD are watered abundantly, 
    the cedars of Lebanon that he planted. 
In them the birds build their nests; 
    the stork has its home in the fir trees. 
The high mountains are for the wild goats; 
    the rocks are a refuge for the coneys. 
You have made the moon to mark the seasons; 
    the sun knows its time for setting. 
You make darkness, and it is night, 
    when all the animals of the forest come creeping out. 
The young lions roar for their prey, 
    seeking their food from God. 
When the sun rises, they withdraw 
    and lie down in their dens. 
People go out to their work 
    and to their labor until the evening. 
 
SOLO Linnea Conley, mezzo soprano 
O Rest In The Lord Felix Mendelssohn 
 
GOSPEL Barbara Norrgard 
Luke 12:22-31 
He said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat, 
or about your body, what you will wear. For life is more than food, and the body more than 
clothing.  Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor 
barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds!  And can 
any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life?  If then you are not able to do 
so small a thing as that, why do you worry about the rest?  Consider the lilies, how they 
grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed 
like one of these.  But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and 
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you—you of little 
faith!  And do not keep striving for what you are to eat and what you are to drink, and do 
not keep worrying. For it is the nations of the world that strive after all these things, and 



 
your Father knows that you need them.  Instead, strive for his[c] kingdom, and these things 
will be given to you as well. 
 

MESSAGE Reverend Carla Dietz 
Flora & Fauna 
 

HYMN*  
For The Fruit Of All Creation 

 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Reverend Avery C. Manchester 
(praise for who God is, with thanksgiving for what God does and with requests for God to heal, transform) 
 
CALL TO OFFERING Helen Ingraham 
Using a Smartphone? Text FCCOG Donate to 73256 

*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit. 



 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM The Chancel Choir 
Teach me, O Lord Thomas Attwood (1765-1838) 
 
DOXOLOGY*  
(offering praise and thanksgiving for meeting our needs and using us to bring God’s mission to the world.) 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above the heavenly host; 
Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION* Helen Ingraham 
 
HYMN* 
God Reigns O’er All The Earth 

 
*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit. 



 
BENEDICTION* 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

Directly following the service, one of our pastors will remain in the Auditorium  
to be available to anyone who has a pastoral care concern. 

 

A Note about Welcoming Children 
To our parents: Relax! God put the wiggle in children… do not feel you have to suppress it 
during worship. The presence of children is a gift to the church, which offers hope for all. 
Jesus said, “Let the children come to me.” At First Church we believe that the way we 
welcome children in worship directly affects the way they respond to God, the church, and 
to one another. To the members of our congregation, please know that a smile of 
encouragement is always welcome to parents with small, active children.  
 

If you are interested, we do have child care available for babies and toddlers in the 
preschool classrooms every Sunday for the entirety of the worship service.  
 

Radio Ministry 
The 10:00 am service is broadcast live each week on WGCH 1490 AM Radio. In 

addition, the service is available through the church’s website at www.fccog.org. A bulletin 
is there as well as a link to the live broadcast. Previous sermon recordings are also available. 
 

All services are now live-streamed on YouTube.com. Search for First 
Congregational Church of Greenwich and subscribe to our channel. 
 

NEWS & NOTICES 
 

Church School 
Please feel free to bring your preschool-age children to the “PrayGround” at 
the front of the auditorium during the service this Sunday. Childcare will also 
be in the Preschool Red Door Classroom. 

 

Church School begins next Sunday. Please register your children online using the link on 
www.fccog.org. 
 

Hats Off Book Club announces its book pick is "Becoming" by 
Michelle Obama.  Reserve your book with the Greenwich Library. 



 
We will begin discussion of this popular read next Thursday, September 12th at 10 a.m. in 
the church lounge.  Any questions? E-mail Debbie Berner at Debgar1@aol.com. 
 

Sue Asselin, RN, is available for blood pressure screenings and health 
consultations following today’s worship service, in her office to the right of 
the Auditorium stage. During the week, she is available by appointment by 
calling 203-637-1791 ext. 821. 

 
Church Choirs 
Rehearsals starting soon: 

Chancel Choir – Thursday, September 12th, 7:30–9 pm 
Palmer Handbells – Thursday, October 3rd at 6:15–7:15 pm 
Cherub Choir – Sunday September 22nd at 11:15–11:45 am 
Children’s Choir – Sunday September 22nd at 11:15 am – 12 pm 
Youth Choir – Sunday September 22nd at 11:15 am – 12:15 pm 
Please email craigs@fccog.org for more information. 

 
Committee meetings this upcoming week: 
Rummage Room Committee Meeting: Mon. Sept. 9, 1-2:30 pm in the Lounge 
Outreach Committee Meeting: Tues., Sept. 10, 7-9:30 pm in Rick’s Room 
Welcoming Committee Meeting: 7:30-9 pm in the Lounge 
Personnel Committee Meeting: 7:30-9 pm in the Senior Pastor’s Office 
 
There are about 11 spots left so please email Rosemary 
(rosemaryl@fccog.org) to let her know if you are interested, even if you are 
not able to commit yet. 

When: November 2-3 
Where: Stony Point Center, just over the Cuomo Bridge (aka Tappan Zee) 
Cost: About $175, meals included 

 
Mindful Self-Compassion Workshops with Karen Pacent 
Sept 22 & 29 / Oct 13, 20 & 27 / Nov 17 
11:15 am – 12:15 pm 

 
Self-compassion is a learned practice which teaches us to become a good friend to 
ourselves when we need it most. It allows us to become an inner ally rather than an inner 
enemy. Hundreds of research studies show that self-compassion is strongly related to well-
being in adults. Its benefits include less anxiety, depression, and stress; greater happiness 
and life satisfaction; better coping skills; and better relationships. 



 
In this 6-part interactive series, you will learn skills to be more self-compassionate in daily 
life. Each week a new topic will be introduced with practices and exercises that allow you to 
experience the concepts first hand. You'll be encouraged to use practices taught during the 
week to gradually become more comfortable embedding them into your life. 

About Karen Pacent: 
Karen has been a member of First Church for 32 years where she raised her daughters 
Nicole and Kimberly in our faith tradition. She is a trained Stephen Minister and certified 
Coach and Meditation teacher. For most of her corporate career she has been in 
organizational and leadership development. After the passing of her daughter, Kim in 2015 
she left the corporate arena to begin her own business as an executive coach and teacher of 
mindfulness programs. 

Are You or Your Parents Looking to Move  
to a More Supportive Community? 

Second Hour on Senior Housing Options: Senior Housing Options that will Improve 
Retirement Safety and Enjoyment  
September 22  
11:15 AM 

Paul and Susan Doyle from Oasis Senior Advisors will shed some 
light on the many living options for retirees in need of more support 
services. We’ll learn about several local residences’ features and 
services, and the important process of determining the best fit for each individual. Assisted 
Living and other models of housing will be discussed. Please join us in the Lounge at 11:15 
pm (shortly after the worship service).  

 
Prepare or Serve Lunch to Our Neighbors at New Covenant House 

 
We are looking for cooks, drivers and servers to help prepare and serve lunch to our neighbors at New 
Covenant House in Stamford. First Church provides the noon meal on the first Monday of every month, 
and we are looking for volunteers to take on a shift or more! Opportunities include: 
 
• Prepare chili for the New Covenant House soup kitchen clients. Cooking takes about two hours on the 
first Saturday or Sunday in the church kitchen with a team of 3-4. Great for a date night or a chance to 
catch up with other church members! 
• Deliver chili from church kitchen to Stamford in your car (10:15 a.m. on the first Monday of the month). 
• Serve chili at New Covenant House in Stamford the first Monday of each month from noon to 1:30 p.m. 
 
Your simple gift of time will be very much appreciated. If you are interested in any of these activities or 
more information, please contact Pat Mendelsohn (patmendelsohn@aol.com) at or sign up at 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0948a8af2da6f85-preparing. 
 



 
A note from our Interim Senior Pastor 

The images of the impact of Hurricane Dorian keep coming in.  This storm was a slow 
moving Category 5 storm as it crawled through the Bahamas leaving whole sections of 
communities leveled by wind and waves.  It continues its progress up the east coast 
bringing rain measured in feet, storm surges and wind damage in its path.  Our United 
Church of Christ Ministry is keeping an eye on the storm and the rescue and recovery 
efforts that are only now beginning to be underway.  

Your gifts to our denomination The United Church of Christ are already at work as initial 
aid and assessment are happening through our ministries and ministry partners.  Keep an 
eye on our national UCC Disaster Ministries webpage (https://www.ucc.org/disaster) for 
updates on efforts and on ways you can help. If you would like to make a donation please 
do so at the website link above or mail your checks to the CT UCC Conference off 125 
Sherman St. Hartford, CT 06105 with a note in the memo line that the funds are for 
disaster relief.  

Blessings, 

Carla 
 

**The focus for this Sunday is the plants and animals from whom we derive so much fullness of life. God, the 
Creator, is intimately involved in the life of Creation. Rather than merely creating and then leaving, God has 
remained ever-present in our world and in our lives. Yet, we are free to ignore God, too, and to do our own 
thing. What are some of the results for the world when we do that? How does it impact other people? How 
does it affect the creation of which we are an integral part? (Thanks to our Seasons of the Spirit curriculum) 

 

 
 

Mark your calendars for Homecoming Sunday, September 15! 
Worship at 10 am in the Auditorium 

First Sunday of Church School 
Food and festivities starting at 11 am 

Bouncy houses, a roaming magician and face painting! 

Grilled food, rolls, condiments and drinks for everyone! 
Please bring a dish for 10-12 people according to your last name: 

A-P: A salad or side dish            Q-Z: A dessert 
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Director of Preschool: Darla Kohler Steiner 
Administrative Assistant: Wendy Spezzano 
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