A Dwelling Place
Sunday, September 22, 2019
10 am

First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be open and
affirming: open to all for participation, membership, leadership, and
employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
Welcome to our service of worship at First Church of Greenwich.
Please join us in the lounge or outside (weather permitting)
after worship for our Community Hour.
Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices.

cd
ORDER OF WORSHIP
PRELUDE
How Lovely Are Thy Dwellings
CALL TO COMMUNITY

Carol Woodman, soprano
Samuel Liddle (1867-1951)
Reverend Patrick Collins

(Please sign and pass the red Fellowship Pad found at the end of your row.)

CALL TO WORSHIP*
Leader: Our souls long for your courts, O Lord of hosts;
People: Happy are we who dwell in your presence and are ever praising you.
Leader: Our hearts and our flesh rejoice in the living God;
People: Happy are we who dwell in your presence and are ever praising you.
Leader: We have found a home in your presence, Our Creator and Our God;
People: Happy are we who dwell in your presence and are ever praising you.
OPENING HYMN*
O For a World

GATHERING PRAYER (in unison)
Reverend Patrick Collins
How lovely is your dwelling place, O God. We long to be where you are; to stand in your
very presence, and to behold you. We have come to this place today; we have gathered
*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit.

together to worship you; to offer the praise which dwells in our hearts. Bless us as we
worship together, and as we open our hearts and minds to the presence of the Holy Spirit
among us. For you alone are God, the one in whom we trust. Amen
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Everett Joseph Burke, son of Matthew and Lauren Burke
UNISON BAPTISMAL PRAYER
Gracious God, giver of life, you have called us by name, and pledge to each of us your
faithful love. We pray today for your blessing on Everett that you will watch over him and
guide him as he grows in faith. Remind us of the promises of our own baptism, and renew
our trust in you. Make us strong to obey your will and to serve you with joy, through the
power of your Holy Spirit. All of this we pray as Jesus taught us saying,
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
Children will now leave to go to their Church School classrooms. Parents are welcome to accompany their children to their
room and return to the service when they are able. All classrooms except 6th grade are on the Preschool level.
Baby Nursery & Toddler Room in Red Door; 3- & 4-year-olds in Blue Door; Kindergarten & 1st Grade in Rainbow Door;
2nd Grade in Gold Door; 3rd grade in Purple Door; 4th & 5th Grades in the Green Door;
6th grade in Rick’s Room around the corner from the Lounge.

BAPTISMAL HYMN*
Baptized in Water

*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit.

FIRST LESSON
Psalm 84 (New Revised Standard Version)
How lovely is your dwelling place,
O Lord of hosts!
My soul longs, indeed it faints
for the courts of the Lord;
my heart and my flesh sing for joy
to the living God.
Even the sparrow finds a home,
and the swallow a nest for herself,
where she may lay her young,
at your altars, O Lord of hosts,
my King and my God.
Happy are those who live in your house,
ever singing your praise.
Happy are those whose strength is in you,
in whose heart are the highways to Zion.
As they go through the valley of Baca
they make it a place of springs;
ANTHEM
Author of Justice

Lynn Robertson
the early rain also covers it with pools.
They go from strength to strength;
the God of gods will be seen in Zion.
O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer;
give ear, O God of Jacob!
Behold our shield, O God;
look on the face of your anointed.
For a day in your courts is better
than a thousand elsewhere.
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house
of my God
than live in the tents of wickedness.
For the Lord God is a sun and shield;
he bestows favor and honor.
No good thing does the Lord withhold
from those who walk uprightly.
O Lord of hosts,
happy is everyone who trusts in you.
The Chancel Choir
Lloyd Larson (b. 1945)

SECOND LESSON
Reverend Patrick Collins
Luke 19: 41-44 (Common English Bible)
As Jesus came to the city, some were speaking about the temple. How it was adorned with
beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God. Jesus observed it and he wept over it. He said, “If
only you knew on this of all days the things that lead to peace. But now they are hidden from
your eyes. The time will come when your enemies will build fortifications around you, encircle
you, and attack you from all sides. They will crush you completely, you and the people within
you. They won’t leave one stone on top of another within you, because you didn’t recognize
the time of your gracious visit from God.”
MESSAGE
A Dwelling Place

Reverend Patrick Collins

HYMN*
How Lovely, Lord, How Lovely

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Reverend Patrick Collins

(praise for who God is, with thanksgiving for what God does and with requests for God to heal, transform)

CALL TO OFFERING

Mary Fike

Using a Smartphone? Text FCCOG Donate to 73256

OFFERTORY ANTHEM
O How Amiable

The Chancel Choir
Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit.

DOXOLOGY*
(offering praise and thanksgiving for meeting our needs and using us to bring God’s mission to the world.)

PRAYER OF DEDICATION*

Mary Fike

CLOSING HYMN*
Lord, Prepare Me

BENEDICTION*

Reverend Patrick Collins

CHORAL RESPONSE
POSTLUDE

*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit.

The flowers today are given in joyful celebration of the baptism of Everett Joseph Burke.

Directly following the service, one of our pastors will remain in the Auditorium
to be available to anyone who has a pastoral care concern.

A Note about Welcoming Children
To our parents: Relax! God put the wiggle in children… do not feel you have to suppress it
during worship. The presence of children is a gift to the church, which offers hope for all. Jesus
said, “Let the children come to me.” At First Church we believe that the way we welcome
children in worship directly affects the way they respond to God, the church, and to one
another. To the members of our congregation, please know that a smile of encouragement is
always welcome to parents with small, active children.
If you are interested, we do have child care available for babies and toddlers in the preschool
classrooms every Sunday for the entirety of the worship service.
Radio Ministry
The 10:00 am service is broadcast live each week on WGCH 1490 AM Radio. In
addition, the service is available through the church’s website at
www.fccog.org. A bulletin is there as well as a link to the live broadcast. Previous sermon
recordings are also available.
All services are now live-streamed on YouTube.com. Search for First
Congregational Church of Greenwich and subscribe to our channel.

NEWS & NOTICES
TODAY
Church School
Baby and Toddler Room continues in the Preschool Red Door Classroom. 3's and
4's will be in the Blue Door this year and can be dropped off before the service
begins. During the service, please feel free to bring your preschool-age children to the
“PrayGround” at the front of the auditorium. Otherwise children begin their morning in the
service with their parents and will go to their classes together before the scripture readings.
Church Choirs
Cherub Choir: 11:15–11:45 am, Rainbow Room (Lower Level)
Children’s Choir: 11:15 am – 12 pm, Music Room (3rd Floor)
Youth Choir: 11:15 am – 12:15 pm, Choir Room (3rd Floor)
Mindful Self-Compassion Workshop with Karen Pacent
Sept 22 & 29 / Oct 13, 20 & 27 / Nov 17
11:15 am – 12:15 pm, Rick’s Room
Self-compassion is a learned practice which teaches us to become a good friend to ourselves
when we need it most. It allows us to become an inner ally rather than an inner enemy.
Hundreds of research studies show that self-compassion is strongly related to well-being in

adults. Its benefits include less anxiety, depression, and stress; greater happiness and life
satisfaction; better coping skills; and better relationships.
In this 6-part interactive series, you will learn skills to be more self-compassionate in daily life.
Each week a new topic will be introduced with practices and exercises that allow you to
experience the concepts first hand. You'll be encouraged to use practices taught during the
week to gradually become more comfortable embedding them into your life.
About Karen Pacent:
Karen has been a member of First Church for 32 years where she raised her daughters Nicole
and Kimberly in our faith tradition. She is a trained Stephen Minister and certified Coach and
Meditation teacher. For most of her corporate career she has been in organizational and
leadership development. After the passing of her daughter, Kim in 2015 she left the corporate
arena to begin her own business as an executive coach and teacher of mindfulness programs.
Second Hour Informational Forum:
Senior Housing Options that will Improve Retirement Safety and Enjoyment
11:15 am, Lounge
What’s the difference between a group senior residence and an assisted living facility?
What happens if my money runs out while I still need care?
Get answers to these questions, and many more, as Paul and Susan
Doyle from Oasis Senior Advisors shed some light on the many living
options for retirees in need of more support services. We’ll learn about
several local residences’ features and services, and the important
process of determining the best fit for each individual. Assisted Living
and other models of housing will be discussed. Please join us in the Lounge at 11:15 pm
(shortly after the worship service).

UPCOMING
Choir Rehearsals starting soon
Palmer Handbells – Thursday, October 3rd at 6:15–7:15 pm
Please email craigs@fccog.org for more information.
Meetings this upcoming week:
Prayer Shawl Committee Meeting: Tuesday, Sept. 24, 6:30-8pm, Rick’s Room
Preschool Board Meeting: Wednesday, Sept. 25, 9:30-11:30am, Lounge (Child
care provided in Rick’s Room)
First Congregational Church of Greenwich Quarterly Meeting
When: Sunday, October 6, 11am-12pm (after service)
Where: Church Auditorium

Please email Rosemary (rosemaryl@fccog.org) to let her know if you are
interested, even if you are not able to commit yet.
When: November 2-3
Where: Stony Point Center, just over the Cuomo Bridge (aka Tappan Zee)
Cost: About $175, meals included
Join us in celebrating the 3rd Silver Lake Award Celebration & Fundraiser,
honoring Reverend Susie and Brad Craig.
October 5, 6-9pm, Brewport, Bridgeport, CT, $50 tickets (tax-deductible)
Silent Auction • Casual Dinner • Cash Bar
The Craigs have spent time spreading the core values of Silver Lake and have built lifelong
bonds with their conferees, counselors, and entire communities by sharing completely and
honestly of themselves. Register at www.silverlakect.org/SilverLakeAward2019
Prepare or Serve Lunch to Our Neighbors at New Covenant House
We are looking for cooks, drivers and servers to help prepare and serve
lunch to our neighbors at New Covenant House in Stamford. First Church
provides the noon meal on the first Monday of every month, and we are looking for
volunteers to take on a shift or more! Opportunities include:
• Prepare chili for the New Covenant House soup kitchen clients. Cooking takes
about two hours on the first Saturday or Sunday in the church kitchen with a
team of 3-4. Great for a date night or a chance to catch up with other church
members!
• Deliver chili from church kitchen to Stamford in your car (10:15 a.m. on the first
Monday of the month).
• Serve chili at New Covenant House in Stamford the first Monday of each month
from noon to 1:30 p.m.
Your simple gift of time will be very much appreciated. If you are interested in any of these
activities or more information, please email fccogsoupkitchen@gmail.com or sign up at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0948a8af2da6f85-preparing.
Join your fellow church members on Saturday to stock the food pantry,
sort and display clothing and linen contributions.
October 19, 2019; January 18, 2020; and March 21, 2020
Time: 8:30 – 10:30 am OR 10:30 - 12:30 pm
Location: Neighbor-To-Neighbor at Christ Church Greenwich
Please contact Rosemary Lamie (RosemaryL@fccog.org) to sign up. Great opportunity for a
parent/child team or a teen and a friend as well as individuals! Children 12 – 15 need to be
accompanied by a parent or another adult.

Saturday, October 26
6-8pm
$10 per family

(includes treat bags and activities – food extra)

Prizes for most creative trunks!
Onsite Food Trucks!

NEWS FROM THE RUMMAGE ROOM
The mornings are getting a little cooler....do you need a lightweight jacket...we have them at
The Rummage Room, along with Winter coats as well. Time to get your coat for Winter. We
have Men's Women's and Children's coats - all in great condition.
Manager Leanne’s Wish List:

Children's Shoes, Scarves for All, Fall Handbags
Shop Hours:
Monday-Friday 10 am - 5 pm
Saturdays 10 am - 1 pm

Donations accepted:
Monday-Thursday 9:30 am - 4:30 pm
Saturdays 9:30 am - 12:30 pm
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