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Sunday, September 15, 2019 
Homecoming Sunday 

10 am 



 

 

 

 

Homecoming Sunday 
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 
 
PRELUDE Children’s, Youth, Chancel Choirs 
Praise Him Craig Courtney 
 Dr. Craig Scott Symons, director 
 Vance Briceland, piano 
  

CALL TO COMMUNITY Reverend Patrick Collins 
(Please sign and pass the red Fellowship Pad found at the end of your row.) 

 

INTROIT 
Siyahamba Traditional Zulu Song 
 Carol Woodman, director 
 Debbie Berner, piano 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP* Reverend Carla Dietz 
Leader: God calls to the lost, the least, and all who long for home; 

People: God calls us to come home when we lose our way and feel like we do not belong. 

Leader: God calls and welcomes us back to worship this day. 

People: Let us celebrate and rejoice in God’s unending love and grace. 

Leader: Let us worship God together 

*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit. 

First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be open and affirming: 
open to all for participation, membership, leadership, and employment, and affirming 

of all who wish to join us as children of God.  
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith. 

 
Welcome to our service of worship at First Church of Greenwich.  

Please join us outside after worship for our  
Homecoming Sunday Celebration. 

 
Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices. 

 



HYMN* 

Let Us Build a House 

 
Marty Haugen Tune: © 1994, GIA Publications, Inc. Text: © 1994, GIA Publications, Inc. 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved. 

 
 



GATHERING PRAYER (in unison) Reverend Carla Dietz 
God of new beginnings, today, we mark the beginning of something new. New classes, 
new teaching opportunities, new voices, a new program year, and new possibilities. We 
rejoice in your presence in this new year and we praise you for the opportunity to serve 
you together.  

Though your Spirit, help us to see the many opportunities to create a stronger faith, a 
stronger church and a stronger community where all are welcome and all can feel a sense 
of belonging.  We pray all of these things through Jesus Christ, who calls us to seek the 
lost and the least and who taught us to pray saying…   
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

ANTHEM Children’s, Youth, Chancel Choirs 
We Are the Body of Christ Emily Lund 
 Tessa Laffan, flute 

Children will now leave to go to their Church School classrooms. 
Volunteers will be throughout the building to help guide children to their proper rooms. Parents are welcome to accompany 

their children to their room and return to the service when they are able. All children except Babies and Toddlers will be 
picked up in the Daniels Center after church. Children will not be released to the picnic on their own. 

FIRST LESSON Bill DeHaven 
The House of Belonging by David Whyte ©1996

I awoke 
this morning 
in the gold light 
turning this way 
and that 

thinking for 
a moment 
it was one day 
like any other. 

But 
the veil had gone 
from my 
darkened heart 
and I thought 

it must have been the quiet 
candlelight 
that filled my room, 

it must have been 
the first 
easy rhythm 
with which I breathed 
myself to sleep, 

it must have been 
the prayer I said 
speaking to the otherness 
of the night. 

And 
I thought 
this is the good day 



you could 
meet your love, 

this is the black day 
someone close 
to you could die. 

This is the day 
you realize 
how easily the thread 
is broken 
between this world 
and the next 

and I found myself 
sitting up 
in the quiet pathway 
of light, 

the tawny 
close-grained cedar 
burning round 
me like fire 
and all the angels of this housely 

heaven ascending 
through the first 
roof of light 
the sun has made. 
This is the bright home 
in which I live, 
this is where 
I ask 
my friends 
to come, 
this is where I want 
to love all the things 
it has taken me so long 
to learn to love. 

This is the temple 
of my adult aloneness 
and I belong 
to that aloneness 
as I belong to my life. 

There is no house 
like the house of belonging.

SECOND LESSON Reverend Patrick Collins 
Luke 15:1-10 (Common English Bible) 
All the tax collectors and sinners were gathering around Jesus to listen to him. The Pharisees 
and legal experts were grumbling, saying, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

Jesus told them this parable: “Suppose someone among you had one hundred sheep and lost 
one of them. Wouldn’t he leave the other ninety-nine in the pasture and search for the lost 
one until he finds it? And when he finds it, he is thrilled and places it on his shoulders. When 
he arrives home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Celebrate with 
me because I’ve found my lost sheep.’ In the same way, I tell you, there will be more joy in 
heaven over one sinner who changes both their heart and life than over ninety-nine righteous 
people who have no need to change their hearts and lives. 

“Or what woman, if she owns ten silver coins and loses one of them, won’t light a lamp and 
sweep the house, searching her home carefully until she finds it? When she finds it, she calls 
together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Celebrate with me because I’ve found my lost 
coin.’ In the same way, I tell you, joy breaks out in the presence of God’s angels over one 
sinner who changes both their heart and life.” 
 

MESSAGE Reverend Patrick Collins 
You Belong Here 



HYMN*  
Let Us With a Gladsome Mind 

 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Reverend Avery C. Manchester 
(praise for who God is, with thanksgiving for what God does and with requests for God to heal, transform) 
 

CALL TO OFFERING Fred Laffan 
Using a Smartphone? Text FCCOG Donate to 73256 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM The Chancel Choir 
With a Voice of Singing Martin Shaw 
 

DOXOLOGY*  
(offering praise and thanksgiving for meeting our needs and using us to bring God’s mission to the world.) 

 

*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit. 



PRAYER OF DEDICATION* Fred Laffan 
 
HYMN* 
There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

 
 
BENEDICTION & BLESSING OF FOOD* Reverend Patrick Collins 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
 

Directly following the service, one of our pastors will remain in the Auditorium  
to be available to anyone who has a pastoral care concern. 



 
A Note about Welcoming Children 

To our parents: Did you know that God put the wiggle in children? Do not feel you have to suppress it 
during worship. The presence of children is a gift to the church, which offers hope for all. Jesus said, 
“Let the children come to me.” At First Church we believe that the way we welcome children in 
worship directly affects the way they respond to God, the church, and to one another. To the 
members of our congregation, please know that a smile of encouragement is always welcome to 
parents with small, active children.  
 
If you are interested, we do have child care available for babies and toddlers in the preschool 
classrooms every Sunday for the entirety of the worship service.  
 

Radio Ministry 
The 10:00 am service is broadcast live each week on WGCH 1490 AM Radio. In 
addition, the service is available through the church’s website at www.fccog.org. A 

bulletin is there as well as a link to the live broadcast. Previous sermon recordings are also available. 
 
All services are now live-streamed on YouTube.com. Search for First Congregational 
Church of Greenwich and subscribe to our channel. 

 

 

 
 

Today is Homecoming Sunday! 
Food and festivities starting right after the Worship Service 

If you brought a side dish/dessert,  
please bring it to the Church Lounge on the 2nd Floor. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.fccog.org/


 

NEWS & NOTICES 
 

Church School 
Today begins a new year of fun and faith for our children!  
Baby and Toddler Room continues in the Preschool Red Door Classroom. 3's and 4's will be 

in the Blue Door this year. 

During the service, please feel free to bring your preschool-age children to the “PrayGround” in Rick’s 
Room just around the corner from the auditorium.  All children begin their morning in the service 
with their parents and will go to their classes together before the scripture readings. At the end of the 
service, meet your children (including 3's and 4's) n the Daniels Center on the Preschool level.  
 

Church Choirs Rehearsals 
Chancel Choir: Thursday, September 19, 7:30-9pm, Choir Room 
Rehearsals starting soon: 
Palmer Handbells – Thursday, October 3rd at 6:15–7:15 pm 
Cherub Choir – Sunday September 22nd at 11:15–11:45 am 
Children’s Choir – Sunday September 22nd at 11:15 am – 12 pm 
Youth Choir – Sunday September 22nd at 11:15 am – 12:15 pm 
Please email craigs@fccog.org for more information. 
 

Committee meetings this upcoming week: 
Preschool Parent Committee: Tuesday, Sept. 17, 9-10:30 am, Rick’s Room 
Church Council Meeting: Wednesday, Sept. 18, 7-9pm, Lounge 
Pre-Confirmation Parent Meeting: Thursday, Sept. 19, 6:30-7pm, Lounge 
Confirmation Parent & Youth Information Meeting, 7-8pm, Lounge 

 

Mindful Self-Compassion Workshops with Karen Pacent 
Sept 22 & 29 / Oct 13, 20 & 27 / Nov 17 at 11:15 am – 12:15 pm 
Self-compassion is a learned practice which teaches us to become a good friend to 

ourselves when we need it most. It allows us to become an inner ally rather than an inner enemy. 
Hundreds of research studies show that self-compassion is strongly related to well-being in adults. Its 
benefits include less anxiety, depression, and stress; greater happiness and life satisfaction; better 
coping skills; and better relationships. In this 6-part interactive series, you will learn skills to be more 
self-compassionate in daily life. Each week a new topic will be introduced with practices and 
exercises that allow you to experience the concepts first hand. You'll be encouraged to use practices 
taught during the week to gradually become more comfortable embedding them into your life. 

 

Second Hour on Senior Housing Options:  
Senior Housing Options that will Improve Retirement Safety and Enjoyment  
Sunday, September 22  at 11:15 AM 
Paul and Susan Doyle from Oasis Senior Advisors will shed some light on the many 

living options for retirees in need of more support services. We’ll learn about several local residences’ 



features and services, and the important process of determining the best fit for each individual. 
Assisted Living and other models of housing will be discussed. Please join us in the Lounge at 11:15 
pm (shortly after the worship service). 
 

Join us in celebrating the 3rd Silver Lake Award Celebration & Fundraiser, honoring 
Reverend Brad and Susie Craig. 
October 5, 6-9pm, Brewport, Bridgeport, CT, $50 tickets (tax-deductible) 
Silent Auction • Casual Dinner • Cash Bar 

The Craigs have spent time spreading the core values of Silver Lake and have built lifelong bonds 
with their conferees, counselors, and entire communities by sharing completely and honestly of 
themselves. Register at www.silverlakect.org/SilverLakeAward2019 

 

Prepare or Serve Lunch to Our Neighbors at New Covenant House 
 

We are looking for cooks, drivers and servers to help prepare and serve lunch to our neighbors at New 
Covenant House in Stamford. First Church provides the noon meal on the first Monday of every 
month, and we are looking for volunteers to take on a shift or more! Opportunities include: 

• Prepare chili for the New Covenant House soup kitchen clients. Cooking takes about two 
hours on the first Saturday or Sunday in the church kitchen with a team of 3-4. Great for a date 
night or a chance to catch up with other church members! 

• Deliver chili from church kitchen to Stamford in your car (10:15 a.m. on the first Monday of the 
month). 

• Serve chili at New Covenant House in Stamford the first Monday of each month from noon to 
1:30 p.m. 

Your simple gift of time will be very much appreciated. If you are interested in any of these activities 
or more information, please contact Pat Mendelsohn (patmendelsohn@aol.com) at or sign up at 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0948a8af2da6f85-preparing. 
 

Join your fellow church members on Saturday to stock the 
food pantry, sort and display clothing and linen contributions. 
October 19, 2019; January 18, 2020; and March 21, 2020 
Time: 8:30 – 10:30 am OR 10:30 - 12:30 pm  
Location: Neighbor-To-Neighbor at Christ Church Greenwich  
Please contact Rosemary Lamie (RosemaryL@fccog.org) to sign up. Great opportunity for a 
parent/child team or a teen and a friend as well as individuals! Children 12 – 15 need to be 
accompanied by a parent or another adult. 

  
Join old friends and make new ones for a wonderful renewing time. Spaces still available.  
Email Rosemary (rosemaryl@fccog.org) to let her know if you are interested.  

When: November 2-3 
Where: Stony Point Center, just over the Cuomo Bridge (aka Tappan Zee) 
Cost: About $175, meals included 
 
 
 



 

NEWS FROM THE RUMMAGE ROOM 

The Rummage Room re-opened on Tuesday September 3rd. We had a fantastic opening week. 
Thank you to everyone who donated and shopped with us. The store was stocked full - thank you to 
all the volunteers who helped get the store ready for re-opening.  
 

Manager Leanne’s Wish List: 
Women’s Blouses, Men's Ties, Winter Hats and Gloves 

 

Shop Hours: 
Monday-Friday 10 am - 5 pm 

Saturdays 10 am - 1 pm 
 

Donations accepted: 
Monday-Thursday 9:30 am - 4:30 pm 

Saturdays 9:30 am - 12:30 pm

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, October 26 
6-8pm 

$10 per family 
(includes treat bags and activities – food extra) 

Prizes for most creative trunks! 

Onsite Food Trucks! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 
108 Sound Beach Avenue • Old Greenwich CT 06870 

203-637-1791 • www.fccog.org 
 

 

Ministers:  The members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich  

Interim Senior Pastor: Reverend Carla Dietz 

Associate Pastor: Reverend Patrick Collins 

Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care: Reverend Avery C. Manchester 

Minister of Music: Dr. Craig Scott Symons 

Director of Family Ministries: Rosemary Lamie 

Director of Church Administration and Finance: Steve Summerton 

Director of Membership: Ginny Breismeister 

Parish Nurse: Susan Asselin, RN 

Director of Preschool: Darla Kohler Steiner 

Administrative Assistant: Wendy Spezzano 

Communications Specialist: Dalinda Rioseco 

Database Administrative Assistant: Sue Wilder 

Pastors Emeriti: Reverend Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Reverend Sally Colegrove 

 
 


