The First Congregational Church of Greenwich
Founded in 1665

Sunday, August 18, 2019
10 am

First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be open and
affirming: open to all for participation, membership, leadership, and
employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
Welcome to our service of worship at First Church of Greenwich.
Please join us in the lounge or outside (weather permitting)
after worship for our Community Hour.
Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
PRELUDE

Jon Hunt, guest director/pianist

CALL TO COMMUNITY

Reverend Patrick Collins

(Please sign and pass the red Fellowship Pad found at the end of your row.)

CALL TO WORSHIP*
Leader: Jesus came to bring fire to the earth.
People: How we wish it were already kindled.
Leader: May the fire of compassion be kindled,
People: that we would be moved to feed the hungry,
clothe the naked and care for the sick
Leader: May the fire of justice be kindled,
People: that we stay awake and speak out against oppression.
Leader: May the fire of peace be kindled,
People: that war and violence would be consumed by God’s peace.
Leader: May the fire of hope be kindled,
People: that a world of everlasting joy and harmony be known by all.

*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit.

OPENING HYMN*
Rejoice in God’s saints

GATHERING PRAYER (in unison)
Reverend Carla Dietz
Lord of light and life, you have called us this day to open our hearts, our minds,
our spirits to hear your words of encouragement, healing, and hope. Give us
patience and willingness to serve you in all that we do. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever. Amen.
FIRST LESSON
Malachi 3:1-5 (NRSV)

Pat Larrabee

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom
you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom
you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the
day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of
silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver,
until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah
and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.
Then I will draw near to you for judgment; I will be swift to bear witness against the
sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who
oppress the hired workers in their wages, the widow and the orphan, against those
who thrust aside the alien, and do not fear me, says the Lord of hosts.
SECOND LESSON
Luke 12: 13-21 (The Message)
“I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! I have a
baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is
completed! Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you,
but rather division! From now on five in one household will be divided, three against
two and two against three; they will be divided: father against son and son against
father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law
against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately
say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so it happens. And when you see the south wind blowing,
you say, ‘There will be scorching heat’; and it happens. You hypocrites! You know
how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to
interpret the present time?
MESSAGE
Sign of the Times

Reverend Patrick Collins

HYMN*
I want to walk as a child of the light

*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Reverend Carla Dietz

(praise for who God is, with thanksgiving for what God does and with requests for God to heal, transform)

CALL TO OFFERING

Helen Ingraham

Using a Smartphone? Text FCCOG Donate to 73256

OFFERTORY ANTHEM
God of mercy, God of grace

The Summer Choir
Jerry Davidson (b. 1942)

DOXOLOGY*
(offering praise and thanksgiving for meeting our needs and using us to bring God’s mission to the world. Feel free to rise
and sing a version familiar to you or this.)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above the heavenly host;
Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
PRAYER OF DEDICATION*

*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit.

Helen Ingraham

HYMN*
Faith begins by letting go

BENEDICTION*
CHORAL RESPONSE
POSTLUDE
Directly following the service, one of our pastors will remain in the Auditorium
to be available to anyone who has a pastoral care concern.

A Note about Welcoming Children
To our parents: Relax! God put the wiggle in children… do not feel you have to
suppress it during worship. The presence of children is a gift to the church, which
offers hope for all. Jesus said, “Let the children come to me.” At First Church we
believe that the way we welcome children in worship directly affects the way they
respond to God, the church, and to one another. To the members of our
congregation, please know that a smile of encouragement is always welcome to
parents with small, active children.
If you are interested, we do have child care available for babies and toddlers in the
preschool classrooms every Sunday for the entirety of the worship service.

Radio Ministry
The 10:00 am service is broadcast live each week on WGCH 1490 AM
Radio. In addition, the service is available through the church’s website at
www.fccog.org. A bulletin is there as well as a link to the live broadcast. Previous
sermon recordings are also available.
All services are now live-streamed on YouTube.com. Search for First
Congregational Church of Greenwich and subscribe to our channel.

NEWS & NOTICES
Church School
Please feel free to bring your preschool-age children to the “prayerground”
at the front of the auditorium during the service this Sunday. Childcare will
again be in the Church Lounge (across from the auditorium). If weather
permits, Valma will take the kids outside so that they can play.
If you taught Church School last year, please do the short survey. Here’s the
link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7DSW97Y
Attention all high school students – the Church School teachers are asking for your
help and the kids love you being in the classroom. Please email Rosemary
(RosemaryL@fccog.org) to sign up.

Sue Asselin, RN, is available for blood pressure screenings and health
consultations following today’s worship service, in her office (to the
right of the Auditorium stage). During the week, she is available by
appointment, which can be made by calling extension 821.

First Church’s Prayer Group
After the sermon on prayer by Carla given a couple weeks ago and with all
the prayers brought forth at the end of the service, please let us know if
we can continue to pray for you or a loved one. First Church’s prayer group
includes the ministers and members of our church who are dedicated to
praying for others. All prayer requests are confidential and only first names will be
used. If you are asking for prayers for others, please ask them first if you can submit
their prayer concern. Please contact Patrick Collins (patrickc@fccog.org or call 203
637 1791 ext. 25) or Mary-Ann Assing (maryannassing@gmail.com or call at 203-5320082). You can also submit prayer requests online on our website
at http://www.fccog.org/pastoral-care/prayer-chain.
Would you be interested in learning more about joining our prayer group? If so,
please contact Patrick or Mary-Ann.

Tai Chi classes are available at First Church under the instruction of
personal trainer and Tai Chi specialist Joe Alampi. The class meets
Wednesdays 8 am - 9 am, and Thursdays 9 am - 10 am. There is a
nominal fee of $10 per class.
For more information, contact Joe at 203-504-4678 or joseph.alampi@gmail.com.

Support Group begins Wednesday, September 4, 2019
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