The First Congregational Church of Greenwich
Founded in 1665

FAITH
Sunday, August 11, 2019
10 am

First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be open and
affirming: open to all for participation, membership, leadership, and
employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
Welcome to our service of worship at First Church of Greenwich.
Please join us in the lounge or outside (weather permitting)
after worship for our Community Hour.
Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
9th Sunday after Pentecost

PRELUDE

Jon Hunt, guest director/pianist

CALL TO COMMUNITY

Reverend Carla Dietz

(Please sign and pass the red Fellowship Pad found at the end of your row.)

CALL TO WORSHIP*
One: Our faith brings us together this day.
All:
By faith...
One: our ancestors learned to trust in God.
All:
By faith...
One: people have dared to journey into unknown places.
All:
By faith...
One: prophets have spoken God’s word.
All:
By faith...
One: God’s people gather to worship.
All:
By faith...
One: let us worship God together.
OPENING PRAYER
God of eternal promises, you have been with your people in all times and places.
You have called us, and we have responded. Open us to your life-giving grace.
Empower us with the faith that supports us when we feel unsure, that dares to
challenge things that need to change, and that always reminds us you are never,
ever far away. Amen.

*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit.

OPENING HYMN*
Morning Has Broken

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever. Amen.
PRAYER OF REFLECTION
Forgive us, God, when our worship is hollow, when our holy days have lost their
meaning, when our thoughts are not on your will but instead on serving our own
desires. Forgive us when we ignore your teaching and when we think that paying
you lip service will make up for all we have done in error. Call us back. Give us
another chance to serve you: to do good, to seek justice, to rescue the oppressed,
to plead for those who are silenced. Wash us clean, and make us new. We pray in
Jesus’ name. Amen.
WORDS OF AFFIRMATION
*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit.

FIRST LESSON
Lynn Hawxhurst
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20
The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in
the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.
Hear the word of the LORD,
you rulers of Sodom!
Listen to the teaching of our God,
you people of Gomorrah!
What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices?
says the LORD;
I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams
and the fat of fed beasts;
I do not delight in the blood of bulls,
or of lambs, or of goats.
When you come to appear before me,
who asked this from your hand?
Trample my courts no more;
bringing offerings is futile;
incense is an abomination to me.
New moon and sabbath and calling of convocation—
I cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity.
Your new moons and your appointed festivals
my soul hates;
they have become a burden to me,
I am weary of bearing them.
When you stretch out your hands,
I will hide my eyes from you;
even though you make many prayers,
I will not listen;
your hands are full of blood.
Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean;
remove the evil of your doings
from before my eyes;
cease to do evil,
learn to do good;
seek justice,
rescue the oppressed,

defend the orphan,
plead for the widow.
Come now, let us argue it out,
says the LORD:
though your sins are like scarlet,
they shall be like snow;
though they are red like crimson,
they shall become like wool.
If you are willing and obedient,
you shall eat the good of the land;
but if you refuse and rebel,
you shall be devoured by the sword;
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.
SECOND LESSON
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen. Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that
the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from
things that are not visible.
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to
receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith
he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in
tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he
looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is
God. By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too old—and
Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who had promised.
Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born,
“as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the
seashore.”
All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance
they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners
on the earth, for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a
homeland. If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would
have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a

heavenly one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has
prepared a city for them.
MESSAGE
Faith

Reverend Carla Dietz

HYMN*
I’ve Got Peace Like a River

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
(praise for who God is, with thanksgiving for what God does and with requests for God to heal, transform)
*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit.

CALL TO OFFERING

Andrea Woodman Osker

Using a Smartphone? Text FCCOG Donate to 73256

OFFERTORY ANTHEM
Consider the Lilies

The Summer Choir
Roland E. Martin (b. 1955)

DOXOLOGY*
(offering praise and thanksgiving for meeting our needs and using us to bring God’s mission to the world. Feel free to rise
and sing a version familiar to you or this.)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above the heavenly host;
Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
PRAYER OF DEDICATION*
HYMN*
This Little Light of Mine

BENEDICTION*
*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit.

CHORAL RESPONSE
POSTLUDE
Directly following the service, one of our pastors will remain in the Auditorium
to be available to anyone who has a pastoral care concern.

A Note about Welcoming Children
To our parents: Relax! God put the wiggle in children… do not feel you have to
suppress it during worship. The presence of children is a gift to the church, which
offers hope for all. Jesus said, “Let the children come to me.” At First Church we
believe that the way we welcome children in worship directly affects the way they
respond to God, the church, and to one another. To the members of our
congregation, please know that a smile of encouragement is always welcome to
parents with small, active children.
If you are interested, we do have child care available for babies and toddlers in the
preschool classrooms every Sunday for the entirety of the worship service.

Radio Ministry
The 10:00 am service is broadcast live each week on WGCH 1490 AM
Radio. In addition, the service is available through the church’s website at
www.fccog.org. A bulletin is there as well as a link to the live broadcast. Previous
sermon recordings are also available.
All services are now live-streamed on YouTube.com. Search for First
Congregational Church of Greenwich and subscribe to our channel.

NEWS & NOTICES
Sue Asselin, RN, is available for blood pressure screenings and
health consultations following today’s worship service, in her
office (to the right of the Auditorium stage). During the week,
she is available by appointment, which can be made by calling extension 821.

First Church’s Prayer Group
After the sermon on prayer by Carla given a couple weeks ago and with all
the prayers brought forth at the end of the service, please let us know if
we can continue to pray for you or a loved one. First Church’s prayer group
includes the ministers and members of our church who are dedicated to
praying for others. All prayer requests are confidential and only first names will be
used. If you are asking for prayers for others, please ask them first if you can submit
their prayer concern. Please contact Patrick Collins (patrickc@fccog.org or call 203
637 1791 ext. 25) or Mary-Ann Assing (maryannassing@gmail.com or call at 203-5320082). You can also submit prayer requests online on our website
at http://www.fccog.org/pastoral-care/prayer-chain.
Would you be interested in learning more about joining our prayer group? If so,
please contact Patrick or Mary-Ann.

Church School
We are busy planning our program for this fall. Here are some easy things
parents and all volunteers can do to help out.
1. If you taught last year, please do the short survey. Here’s the link:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7DSW97Y
2. Please prayerfully consider assisting in the classroom even if you
don’t think you can Lead Teach. Then talk to Rosemary about the
options available.
3. Fill out this year’s registration form online. See our homepage at
fccog.org.
4. Plan to be here for Opening Day (aka Homecoming Worship and
Picnic) on September 15.
5. Enjoy the last weeks of summer!

Tai Chi classes are available at First Church under the instruction of personal trainer
and Tai Chi specialist Joe Alampi. The class meets Wednesday from 8 am to 9
am, and Thursdays from 9 am to 10 am.
Tai Chi contains a series of gentle and graceful movements performed with
respiration coordination and deep concentration. Tai Chi has been shown to prevent falls
and improve the functioning of daily activities. There is a nominal fee of $10 per class. For
more information, contact Joe at 203-504-4678 or joseph.alampi@gmail.com.
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