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First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be open and 
affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership, and 

employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God. We 
continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith. 

 
Welcome to this service of worship at  

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich.  
Please join us in the auditorium after worship for our Community Hour. 

 
Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices. 



 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
PRELUDE Dr. Craig Scott Symons 
  
CALL TO COMMUNITY Reverend Carla Dietz 

(Please sign and pass the red Fellowship Pad found at the end of your pew.) 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP*  
(Prepares us for the purpose of service and sets the tone, orienting us toward a worship mindset.) 
 

One:  Let us join in praise of the Holy One who encourages justice to 
 have the final word.  
 
All:  God lifts us up from the pits of despair, the deep recesses of 
 disappointment. 
 
One:  Let us join creation’s chorus rejoicing in the transforming 
 presence of our Creator.  
 
All:  God brings vision to our blindness, enabling us to see in ways 
we  never imagined. 
 
One:  Let our souls unite in thanksgiving and praise the Christ who 
 brings healing and wholeness, restoring us to life.  
 
All:  We worship the One who leads us to peace everlasting. To this 
 One be blessing and honor and glory. Amen. 
 
INTROIT 
 
 

*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit. 



 

HYMN*  
Hymn of Promise 

 
 

*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit.  



 

OPENING PRAYER (in unison) Reverend Carla Dietz 
God of the dawning sun, in our daily routines and the patterns of life to 
which we have grown accustomed, we pause in this time of worship to 
remind ourselves of the potential you have given to us and the world. 
We open our hearts to the power of the Spirit that calls us to move 
beyond the limitations we place on your love at work in our lives. Draw 
us deeper into community where fear is replaced with courage, 
hostility with peace, bitterness with forgiveness, indifference with 
compassion, and the energy of oppression is transformed into the 
power of your justice. Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  Reverend Patrick Collins 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever. Amen. 

 
All children will be dismissed now to Church School. 

 
PRAYER OF REFLECTION Reverend Patrick Collins 
The stories we tell ourselves, the history we recount, the images we 
create, the songs we sing, commonly remind us that we are living in 
accordance with your will, O God. Some have taught that your will is 
mirrored in our success and by defending our way of living we are 
fulfilling your purpose. But, every now and then we hear a voice that 
unsettles all our certainties with the simple question, “Why do you 
persecute me?” Whose voice is this? Could it be the voice of Creation; 
all living things that depend on the vitality of Earth, and the water 
and air we breathe? Could it be the millions fleeing their homes, the 



 

poor excluded from prosperity? O Holy One, remove the scales from 
our eyes that we might be transformed by your grace, letting our 
witness join with all who recognize the time of turning that we need 
and to which you call us. Amen.  
 
WORDS OF AFFIRMATION  Reverend Patrick Collins 
(assurance you are forgiven) 
 

FIRST LESSON Helen Ingraham 
Psalm 30 
I will extol you, O LORD, for you have drawn me up, 
    and did not let my foes rejoice over me. 
O LORD my God, I cried to you for help, 
    and you have healed me. 
O LORD, you brought up my soul from Sheol, 
    restored me to life from among those gone down to the Pit. 

Sing praises to the LORD, O you his faithful ones, 
    and give thanks to his holy name. 
For his anger is but for a moment; 
    his favor is for a lifetime. 
Weeping may linger for the night, 
    but joy comes with the morning. 

As for me, I said in my prosperity, 
    “I shall never be moved.” 
By your favor, O LORD, 
    you had established me as a strong mountain; 
you hid your face; 
    I was dismayed. 

To you, O LORD, I cried, 
    and to the LORD I made supplication: 
“What profit is there in my death, 
    if I go down to the Pit? 



 

Will the dust praise you? 
    Will it tell of your faithfulness? 
Hear, O LORD, and be gracious to me! 
    O LORD, be my helper!” 
You have turned my mourning into dancing; 
    you have taken off my sackcloth 
    and clothed me with joy, 
so that my soul may praise you and not be silent. 
    O LORD my God, I will give thanks to you forever. 
 
ANTHEM The Chancel Choir 
Christ is Risen! Alleluia! Healey Willan (1880-1968) 
 
SECOND LESSON 
Acts 9:1-20 
Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the 
Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest and asked him for letters to 
the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged 
to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to 
Jerusalem. As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from 
heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say 
to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 

“Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. 

“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. “Now get up and go 
into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” 

 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the 
sound but did not see anyone. Saul got up from the ground, but when he 
opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into 
Damascus. For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink 
anything. 

In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him 
in a vision, “Ananias!” 



 

“Yes, Lord,” he answered. 

The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask 
for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. In a vision he has 
seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore 
his sight.” 

“Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man 
and all the harm he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. And he 
has come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call 
on your name.” 

But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to 
proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of 
Israel. I will show him how much he must suffer for my name.” 

Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on 
Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on 
the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you may see 
again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” Immediately, something like 
scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was 
baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his strength. 

Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. At once he began 
to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. 

 
MESSAGE Reverend Carla Dietz 
Turning Points 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

HYMN*  The Gaithers 
Because He Lives 

 
 

*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit. 



 

 



 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Reverend Patrick Collins 
 
CALL TO OFFERING  
 
OFFERTORY SOLO Rob Mathes (b. 1970) 
Embroidered Cloths Daniel Young, tenor 

Had I the heavens’ embroidered cloths, 
Enwrought with golden and silver light, 

The blue and the dim and the dark cloths 
Of night and light and the half light, 

I would spread the cloths under your feet: 
But I, being poor, have only my dreams; 

I have spread my dreams under your feet; 
Tread softly because you tread on my dreams 

 
DOXOLOGY*  
(Offering praise and thanksgiving for meeting our needs and for using us to bring God’s mission 
to the world.) 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 

Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION*  
  

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
INVITATION 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

RECEIVING THE BREAD AND CUP 
(During this period of construction when we are worshiping in the Auditorium, we will celebrate 
Communion by Intinction, briefly dipping the bread into the juice and immediately partaking) 



 

UNISON PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of 
all who have shared this heavenly food. All honor and glory be yours 
now and forever. Amen 
 
HYMN*  
Don’t Be Afraid 

 
  
BENEDICTION* Reverend Carla Dietz 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE The Chancel Choir 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit.  
 

 

Directly following the service, one of our pastors will remain in the Chapel  
to be available to anyone who has a pastoral care concern. 

 

 
A Note about Welcoming Children 

 

To our parents: Relax! God put the wiggle in children… do not feel you have to 
suppress it during worship. The presence of children is a gift to the church, which 
offers hope for all. Jesus said, “Let the children come to me.” At First Church we 
believe that the way we welcome children in worship directly affects the way they 
respond to God, the church, and to one another. To the members of our 
congregation, please know that a smile of encouragement is always welcome to 
parents with small, active children. 
 



 

If you are interested, we do have child care available for babies and toddlers in the 
preschool classrooms every Sunday for the entirety of the worship service.  

  
Radio Ministry 

The 10:00 am service is broadcast live each week on WGCH 1490 AM Radio. In 
addition, the service is available through the church’s website: www.fccog.org. A 
bulletin is there as well as a link to the live broadcast. Previous sermon recordings 
are also available. 

 
All services are now live-streamed on YouTube.com. Search for First 
Congregational Church of Greenwich and subscribe to our channel. 
 

NEWS & NOTICES 
  

TODAY  
 

Church School 
Regular Church School for all grades 
 

Choir Rehearsals Today 
Children’s Choir: Music Room (3rd floor) 11:15-12:00 
Youth Choir: Choir Room (3rd floor) 11:15-12:15 

 

Parish Nurse 
Sue Asselin, RN, is available for blood pressure screenings and health 
consultations following today’s worship service, in her office to the right 

of the Auditorium stage. During the week, she is available by appointment by 
calling 203-637-1791 ext. 821. 
 

THE OUTREACH COMMITTEE would like to thank all the volunteers who came 
to Service Sunday. What a great experience for everyone! Look for a photo gallery 
in this past Friday’s E-blast. 
 

VOLUNTEERS URGENTLY NEEDED!! Can you give an hour to help with 
FCCOG's New Covenant Center Soup Kitchen ministry? 
Driver needed on Monday, May 6 to deliver food to New Covenant Center, 174 
Richmond Hill Avenue, Stamford, CT 06902. Pick up at 10:15 with immediate 
delivery thereafter. Contact Pat Mendelsohn at patmendelsohn@aol.com or (203) 
637-5773. 



 
 

Raffle tickets for the Women's Fellowship Annual Quilt 
will be on sale today. Less than two weeks 
remaining!  Tickets are $5 each and check or cash is 
accepted.  Look for the quilt on display after church. Tickets 
are also available in the Church Office, at the Rummage 
Room and the Nimble Thimble in Port Chester.  All proceeds 
benefit local, national and international charities that 
support women and children. 
 

Today at 4pm in the Auditorium is the final concert of the season 
with Brian Giebler, tenor, and Steven McGhee, piano. 
They have been friends and musical collaborators since meeting 
as students at the University of Michigan in 2010. After their 2012 
performance of Ivor Gurney’s piano quintet arrangement of 

Ludlow and Teme in Ann Arbor, the pair have wanted a chance to return to the 
work. Together, they have created At a Loss of Innocence, a song recital 
featuring works by Gurney and Benjamin Britten, centered on the theme of 
enjoying life, love, and youth while one can, before it fades. A free will offering will 
be received.  
 
Easter flowers donations from Doris Moss Davenport and Prill Meyer were omitted from the Easter Sunday bulletin. Thank you! 

 

UPCOMING 
   

Women’s Fellowship Luncheon May 15th.  
Women’s Fellowship members are invited to  
the Annual Meeting and Luncheon on May 15th  

from 11:30 to 1:30 in the auditorium. Advance payment of $15 is required 
and can be done one of the following ways: 

(1) on-line by visiting the Upcoming Events page of the church website; 
(2) by check, payable to Women’s Fellowship, sent or brought to the Church 
Office by May 10th.  

There will be a business meeting with an overview of 2018-19 Women’s 
Fellowship activities and votes on Charitable Allocations and the 2019-20 slate. 
We will also hear speakers from two of the recipient agencies. The winning ticket 
for the 49th Annual Quilt Raffle will be drawn at 1pm.   



 

SPRINGTIME NEWS FROM THE RUMMAGE ROOM 
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich 

 

Mother's Day is Sunday, May 12th! 
 

There are many lovely things for Mothers at THE RUMMAGE ROOM …. Just 
awaiting your choice. Items are going quickly … so come asap!!! Gift certificates 
are also available at the cash register. 

Manager Leanne’s wish list this week: Belts, summer hats and spring blouses 
 

Shop Hours:   Monday – Friday 10 am to 5 pm Monday - Friday  
 Saturdays 10 am to 12:30 pm 
 

Donations accepted:  Monday – Thursday 9:30 am - 4:30 pm  
 Saturdays 9:30 am - 12:30 pm 

Please do not leave donations when the Rummage Room is closed. 
  

Thought for the Week:  Thanks to all the wonderful quilters who lovingly make such 
beautiful quilts every year!!! 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 
108 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich, Connecticut, 06870 

203-637-1791                        www.fccog.org 
 

Ministers:  The members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich  

Interim Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Dietz 

Associate Pastor: Rev. Patrick Collins 

Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care: Rev. Avery C. Manchester 

Minister of Music: Dr. Craig Scott Symons 

Director of Family Ministries: Rosemary Lamie 

Director of Church Administration and Finance: Steve Summerton 

Director of Membership: Ginny Breismeister 

Parish Nurse: Susan Asselin, RN 

Director of Preschool: Darla Kohler Steiner 

Administrative Assistant: Wendy Spezzano 

Communications Specialist: Dalinda Rioseco 

Database Administrative Assistant: Sue Wilder 

Pastors Emeriti: Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Rev. Sally Colegrove 


