The First Congregational Church of Greenwich
Founded in 1665

Fourth Sunday in Lent
Sunday, March 31, 2019
10 am

First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be open
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
Welcome to this service of worship at The First Congregational Church of
Greenwich. Please join us in the auditorium after worship for our
Community Hour.
Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
Fourth Sunday in Lent
PRELUDE
The Son of God goes forth
CALL TO COMMUNITY

Dr. Craig Scott Symons, Organist
Anonymous (16th century)
Reverend Carla Dietz

(Please sign and pass the red Fellowship Pad found at the end of your pew.)

CALL TO THE LENTEN PROJECT

Reverend Patrick Collins
Pat Mendelsohn

CALL TO WORSHIP*

Reverend Patrick Collins

(Prepares us for the purpose of service and sets the tone, orienting us toward a worship mindset.)

All:

Come, let us respond to one another with love and generosity! In
our worship, let us embrace life with open arms and open hearts.

One: Come, let us be the people of faith we are called to be. In our
worship, let us be responsible to our loving God and vigilant about
how we live.
All:

Come, let us seek to have a voice even when the world in which we
live denies it. God hears us. Let us celebrate.

One: We are not the same, yet God desires our communion. We are very
different in our approaches to life, yet we were all created by our
loving God, and embraced in God’s everlasting arms.
All:

In our worship, let us come together. Let us be the family we were
created to be. In our worship, let us receive one another and our
loving God with thanksgiving and hope. Amen.

INTROIT
HYMN*
Come Ye Thankful People Come
OPENING PRAYER

Pilgrim (Red) Hymnal 461
Reverend Carla Dietz

(adapted from Lutheran Immigration and Rescue Service)
*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit.

Be the Good Shepherd to those who are in flight. Guide them to the
green pastures of safety. Be the Everlasting Father to refugees who have
lost home and loved ones. Lead, protect and provide for them. Be the
Bread from Heaven to those who are hungry. Sustain them through
healing and hope. Be the hiding place to refugees who are languishing in
camps. Shelter their souls as well as their bodies.
Be the Deliverer to those who have been able to return home. Restore
their lives so that those in tears may reap in joy. Be the Wonderful
Counselor to the lost who have been resettled. Help them find their way
in a new land. Be the Giver of all good gifts to those who serve refugees
from wherever they come. Empower them to do justice and love mercy
and walk humbly with You. Amen.
REFLECTION PRAYER

Reverend Patrick Collins

(When we admit that we have not always been our best. It’s a chance to unburden our hearts)

Loving God, we confess that we turned from you and your ways. We, like
the prodigal son of our scriptures, are wasteful. We have ruined the
resources you have given us as our inheritance: the water, the minerals,
the animals, the forest, and even our relationships with one another. We
have squandered and ignored the voices of those suffering from
oppression and dejection. We have become divided – warring and
building walls of division. We have jailed people when help was needed;
we have judged one another based on superficial and inconsequential
measures; we have ignored deep pain; we have overindulged in order to
ignore the feelings of guilt and shame. Do we deserve your forgiveness,
Holy One? Today we rise to seek it anyway. We are your children, in need
of your healing and grace. Forgive us, and welcome us home, we pray.
Amen.
AFFIRMATION
(Assurance you are forgiven)

BAPTISM
Hatter Joseph Deck, son of Joseph and Hannah Deck
BAPTISMAL PRAYER (in unison)

Gracious God, giver of life, you have called us by name, and pledge to
each of us your faithful love. We pray today for your blessing on HATTER
that you will watch over him and guide him as he grows in faith. Remind
us of the promises of our own baptism, and renew our trust in you. Make
us strong to obey your will and to serve you with joy, through the power
of your Holy Spirit. All of this we pray as Jesus taught us saying,
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

All children will be dismissed now to Church School.
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Give Me a Clean Heart

New Century (Black) Hymnal 188

FIRST LESSON
Pat Mendelsohn
Joshua 5:9-12
The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of
Egypt.” And so that place is called Gilgal to this day.
While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the
evening on the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. On the
day after the passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the land,
unleavened cakes and parched grain. The manna ceased on the day they ate
the produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the
crops of the land of Canaan that year.
ANTHEM
Thou, my everlasting portion

The Youth Choir
Carolyn Paulus, director
Opal Davis (b.1952)

Thou my everlasting Portion, more than friend or life to me,

All along my pilgrim journey, Savior, let me walk with Thee.
Close to Thee, close to Thee, close to Thee, close to Thee,
All along my pilgrim journey, Savior, let me walk with Thee.
Not for ease or worldly pleasure, nor for fame my prayer shall be;
Gladly will I toil and suffer, only let me walk with Thee.
Close to Thee, close to Thee, close to Thee, close to Thee,
Gladly will I toil and suffer, only let me walk with Thee.
Lead me through the vale of shadows, bear me over life’s fitful sea;
Then the gate of life eternal may I enter, Lord, with Thee.
Close to Thee, close to Thee, close to Thee, close to Thee,
Then the gate of life eternal may I enter, Lord, with Thee.
GOSPEL
Luke 15:1-3,11b-32
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And
the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow
welcomes sinners and eats with them.”
So he told them this parable:
“There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his father,
‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he
divided his property between them. A few days later the younger son
gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he
squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a
severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in
need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country,
who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled
himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him
anything. But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s
hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I
will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son;
treat me like one of your hired hands.”’ So he set off and went to his father.
But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with
compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the

son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no
longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his slaves,
‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his
finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat
and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost
and is found!’ And they began to celebrate.
“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the
house, he heard music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked
what was going on. He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has
killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ Then he
became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead
with him. But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been
working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet
you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my
friends. But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your
property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ Then the
father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is
yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was
dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’”
MESSAGE
Fresh Starts

Reverend Carla Dietz

HYMN*
In Christ there is no East or West
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

New Century (Black) Hymnal 394
Reverend Carla Dietz

(praise for who God is, with thanksgiving for what God does and with requests for God to heal,
transform)

CALL TO OFFERING
OFFERTORY ANTHEM
Now we are ambassadors and
How lovely are the messengers

The Chancel Choir
Daniel Young, tenor
Thomas Woodman, bass
Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)

*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit.

Now we are ambassadors in the name of Christ,
and God beseeches you by us.
How lovely are the messengers that preach us the gospel of peace.
To all the nations is gone forth the sound of their words;
throughout all the lands their glad tidings.
DOXOLOGY*
(Offering praise and thanksgiving for meeting our needs and for using us to bring God’s mission
to the world.)

PRAYER OF DEDICATION*
HYMN*
Just as I Am

Pilgrim (Red) Hymnal 319

BENEDICTION*

CHORAL RESPONSE
POSTLUDE
March G

The Chancel Choir
F. Handel (1685-1759)

*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit.
The flowers in the Meetinghouse this morning are given in honor of the amazing clergy and staff
of First Church. The flowers in the Narthex are given in honor of the baptism of
Curvin G. O’Rielly on Saturday, March 30. The flowers in the Chapel
are given in honor of the baptism of Hatter Deck today.

Directly following the service, one of our pastors will remain in the Chapel
to be available to anyone who has a pastoral care concern.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

To our parents: Relax! God put the wiggle in children… do not feel you have to
suppress it during worship. The presence of children is a gift to the church, which
offers hope for all. Jesus said, “Let the children come to me.” At First Church we
believe that the way we welcome children in worship directly affects the way they
respond to God, the church, and to one another. To the members of our
congregation, please know that a smile of encouragement is always welcome to
parents with small, active children.
For those who are interested, we do have child care available for babies and toddlers
every Sunday, for the entirety of the church service, in the preschool classrooms. For
toddlers and preschoolers who stay in church, there is a PrayGround in the back of
the chapel with a rug and a few quiet play things. Chairs and rocking chairs are
reserved for parents to supervise their children if you do not need to be on the rug
with them. There are also additional children’s books on the bookshelves near the
back of the chapel.
Radio Ministry
The 10:00 am service is broadcast live each week on WGCH 1490 AM
Radio. In addition, the service is available through the church’s
website: www.fccog.org. A bulletin is there as well as a link to the live broadcast.
Previous sermon recordings are also available.

NEWS & NOTICES
TODAY
Church School
• Regular Church School for all grades
Choir Rehearsals Today
Cherub Choir: Rainbow Room (Lower Level) 11:15-11:45
Children’s Choir: Music Room (3rd floor) 11:15-12:00
Youth Choir: Choir Room (3rd floor) 11:15-12:15
Parish Nurse
Sue Asselin, RN, is available for blood pressure screenings and health
consultations following today’s worship service, in her office to the
right of the Auditorium stage. During the week, she is available by
appointment by calling 203-637-1791 ext. 821.

UPCOMING
Food Drive at First Church Preschool
March 25-April 5th
Drop-off in the labelled basket outside classroom.
Most needed times:
• Canned meat
• Canned fruit
• Black or kidney beans
• Soup
• Cereal and oatmeal
• Peanut butter and jelly
• Rice
• Pasta
Community Lenten Dinners
The fourth of our Lenten Dinners is scheduled for this upcoming
week. Our theme is “New Visions” with Avery C. Manchester as
coordinator of the event. Sign-up in church office. Please contact Patrick at
patrickc@fccog.org or Carla at carlad@fccog.org for more information.
Date: Wednesday, April 3rd
Time: 6 pm Location: Church Auditorium
SAVE THE DATE!
Quarterly Meeting of Members
Sunday, April 7, in Auditorium directly following the service
Grab a cup of coffee and come hear about the Outreach opportunities for Service
Sunday on April 28th, as well as a recap of our Capital Campaign and Building &
Grounds expenditures and an update from the Senior Pastor Search Committee.
The Hobart and William Smith Colleges Chorale under the direction
of Dr. Robert Cowles will present a concert as part of its annual spring
tour at First Congregational Church of Greenwich on Monday, April 8,
at 7:30 p.m. The program will include choral works by Clément Janequin, Thomas
Tomkins, Heinrich Schütz, Paul John Rudoi, Eric Whitacre, and more. In addition,
a newly commissioned work by Alex Freeman will be performed. The concert is
free and open to the public; donations gratefully accepted.
THE LENTEN OFFERING 2019
Join us on “Service Sunday” on April 28th beginning at the 10 am service.
Members and guests of the church will be invited to serve on one of three projects:

Join in an assembly-line meal-packaging event in the Auditorium.
In less than two hours, we will put together 10,000 highly
nutritious dehydrated meals, which will be sent to people in need around the
world through Rise Against Hunger (www.riseagainsthunger.org).
Pitch in with spring-cleaning at the Greenwich Community
Garden and prepare beds for 2019 growing season. Produce
from the Community Garden provides fresh food for hundreds of Greenwich
residents.
Calling all junior gardeners! Participate in a Spring Clean-up and
Planting at Pilgrim Towers, the Low-Income Senior Living
Facility in Stamford founded by First Church and other churches.
Bring your gardening gloves and roll up your sleeves for this hands-on project.
Sign-up through the Church Office or our website www.fccog.org.

Women’s Fellowship members are invited
to Yale Divinity School for a tour and lunch
on Wednesday, April 24. Look for details and sign up
information coming soon! Limited to 15 guests.
Raffle tickets for the Women's Fellowship Annual Quilt will be on sale next
Sunday after church. Tickets are $5 each and check or cash is accepted. Look for
the quilt on display in the auditorium. All proceeds benefit local, national and
international charities that support women and children.
The Annual Christmas Tree Sale is one of the highlights of the church year
involving over 110 volunteers and raising significant sums for local charities
($32,000 in 2018). Our volunteers are enthusiastic and committed, but we
need a couple of coordinators to insure that everything runs smoothly.
Plans are underway to form a Christmas Tree & Wreath Sale Committee. We are
looking for 2 Co-Chairs who will:
1. Focus on overall organization, volunteer recruitment, communications,
finances and partner relations, and

2. Oversee the weekend operation of the tree sale, including coordinating with
shift captains on logistics and selling.
For more information or to volunteer, please contact Pat Mendelsohn 203-5773
or patmendelsohn@aol.com.

SPRINGTIME NEWS FROM THE RUMMAGE ROOM
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich
Rummage Room Volunteers Breakfast: Thursday, April 25, 9-11am
Come stop by the rummage room for all of your Easter supplies,
we have spring dresses, spring blazers, Easter baskets and lots of bunnies.
Shop hours
Monday - Friday 10-5
Saturday 10-1

Donation hours
Friday and Saturday 9.30-12.30
Friday and Saturday 9.30-12.30

Manager Leanne’s wish list: jewelry, handbags and spring shoes.
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