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First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to 
be open and affirming; open to all for participation, 

membership, leadership, and employment, and affirming of 
all who wish to join us as children of God. We continue to give 

thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith. 
 

Welcome to this service of worship at The First 
Congregational Church of Greenwich. Please join us in the 

auditorium after worship for our Community Hour. 
 

 
 

Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices. 
 

 



 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Second Sunday in Lent   

- 
 

PRELUDE Dr. Craig Scott Symons, Organist 
Prelude in B Minor Cesar Franck (1822-1890) 
  
CALL TO COMMUNITY Reverend Carla Dietz 

(Please sign and pass the red Fellowship Pad found at the end of your pew.) 
 

CALL TO THE LENTEN PROJECT Pam Speer 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP* Reverend Carla Dietz  
(Prepares us for the purpose of service and sets the tone, orienting us toward a 
worship mindset.) 
 
One:  People of God, listen! We are being called together  

All:  As we continue on our Lenten journey, a voice in the 
wilderness seems to be drawing us in – inviting us into unity 
and communion as one.  

One:  People of God, listen! There is a whispering presence urging us 
to draw near.  

All:  Our loving God reaches into our lives in this season and 
seems to be spreading wings of protection and nurture over 
us.  

One:  Come, children of God, let us gather. Let us find safety. Let us 
remember the love and redeeming grace of God as we worship.  

All:  Come, let us be a people gathered together in God’s 
protective love. 

 
INTROIT 
 
 
 
 
 

*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit. 



 

HYMN*  
Gather Us In 
  

 
 

*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit. 



 

OPENING PRAYER Reverend Patrick Collins 
We look to the stars, the billions of stars in our heavens. How 
can we do anything but wonder in amazement, and count 
ourselves as both divinely blessed and minutely 
insignificant? Your mystery is painted over our skies like 
thousands of pinpoints of history. Our story seems so small, 
and yet we know you have been with us for every breath and 
step of it. Help us to be opened by this sight. Help us to be 
transformed by the glory of your eternity on display. Show 
us how to lift our sights beyond our fears and our 
assumptions. Strengthen our spirits as we journey together 
through Lent. Amen. 

 
REFLECTION PRAYER  
(When we admit that we have not always been our best. It’s a chance to 
unburden our hearts) 

We love our independence, God. We have become a fiercely 
individualized society. We value our “liberties” so much, that 
we, as a people are willing to risk the safety of our children 
and the harm of whole segments of our society to defend 
them. We confess, Gathering God, that we have become an 
unruly brood. We lose the deep sense of communion that 
helps us to see one another as sister and brother, even across 
our differences. We have forgotten how to gather together 
as one family. We are lost, and seek your hovering grace. 
Forgive us. Turn our eyes again to your realm. May we be 
reminded to care about each other. May we appreciate the 
connectedness and the power of our unity. Gather us in, we 
pray. Amen 

 
AFFIRMATION 
(Assurance you are forgiven)  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 



 

deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE New Century (Black) Hymnal 188 
Give Me a Clean Heart 
 
 
 

All children will be dismissed now to Church School. 
 

 
FIRST LESSON Barbara Norrgard 
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 

After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, 
“Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very 
great.” But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I 
continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?”  
And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave 
born in my house is to be my heir.” But the word of the Lord came to 
him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue 
shall be your heir.” He brought him outside and said, “Look toward 
heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he 
said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” And he believed 
the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

Then he said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the 
Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.” But he said, “O 
Lord God, how am I to know that I shall possess it?” He said to him, 
“Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a 
ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” He brought 
him all these and cut them in two, laying each half over against the 
other; but he did not cut the birds in two. And when birds of prey 
came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 

As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep 
and terrifying darkness descended upon him. 

When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and 
a flaming torch passed between these pieces. On that day 
the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants 
I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river 
Euphrates.” 

 



 

ANTHEM The Chancel Choir 
I Sat Down Under His Shadow Edward Bairstow (1874-1946) 

I sat down under his shadow with great delight, 
and his fruit was sweet to my taste. 

He brought me to the banqueting house, 
and his banner over me was love. 

 
SECOND READING 
Luke 13:31-35 

At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away 
from here, for Herod wants to kill you.”  He said to them, “Go and tell 
that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out demons and performing 
cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. Yet 
today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is 
impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are 
sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together 
as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not 
willing! See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see 
me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes 
in the name of the Lord.’” 

 
MESSAGE Reverend Carla Dietz 
  
 
HYMN*  New Century (Black) Hymnal 423 
Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Reverend Patrick Collins
 (praise for who God is, with thanksgiving for what God does and with requests for 
God to heal, transform) 
 
CALL TO OFFERING Ben Quick 
 
OFFERTORY SOLO Ralph Vaughn Williams (1872-1958) 
Love Bade Me Welcome Thomas Woodman, Bass 
 

Love bade me welcome: yet my soul drew back, 
Guilty of dust and sin. 

But quick-eye’d Love, observing me grow slack 
*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit. 



 

From my first entrance in, 
Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning, 

If I lack’d anything. 
 

A guest, I answer’d, worthy to be here: 
Love said, You shall be he. 

I the unkind, ungrateful? Ah, my dear, 
I cannot look on thee. 

Love took my hand, and smiling did reply, 
Who made the eyes but I? 

 
Truth, Lord, but I have marr’d them: let my shame 

Go where it doth deserve. 
And know you not, says Love, who bore the blame? 

My dear, then I will serve. 
You must sit down, says Love, and taste my meat: 

So I did sit and eat. 
 
DOXOLOGY*  
(Offering praise and thanksgiving for meeting our needs and for using us to bring 
God’s mission to the world.) 
 

 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION* Ben Quick 
  
HYMN* Pilgrim (Red) Hymnal 7 
Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 
 
BENEDICTION* 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE The Chancel Choir 
 
POSTLUDE  
If Thou but Suffer God to Guide Thee  J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 

*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit. 



 

The flowers in the Meetinghouse this morning are given in loving memory  
of Catherine G. Weigner on the occasion of her birthday by her sons,  

Stephen A. and Ronald C. Weigner. 
 

 
 

Directly following the service, one of our pastors will remain in the Chapel  
to be available to anyone who has a pastoral care concern. 

 

 

 
A Note about Welcoming Children 

 
To our parents: Relax! God put the wiggle in children… do not feel you 
have to suppress it during worship. The presence of children is a gift to 
the church, which offers hope for all. Jesus said, “Let the children come 
to me.” At First Church we believe that the way we welcome children in 
worship directly affects the way they respond to God, the church, and 
to one another. To the members of our congregation, please know that 
a smile of encouragement is always welcome to parents with small, 
active children. 
 
For those who are interested, we do have child care available for babies 
and toddlers every Sunday, for the entirety of the church service, in the 
preschool classrooms. For toddlers and preschoolers who stay in 
church, there is a PrayGround in the back of the chapel with a rug and a 
few quiet play things. Chairs and rocking chairs are reserved for parents 
to supervise their children if you do not need to be on the rug with 
them. There are also additional children’s books on the bookshelves 
near the back of the chapel. 
 

Radio Ministry 
The 10:00 am service is broadcast live each week on 
WGCH 1490 AM Radio. In addition, the service is 

available through the church’s website: www.fccog.org. A bulletin is 
there as well as a link to the live broadcast. Previous sermon recordings 
are also available.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

NEWS & NOTICES 
  

TODAY 
 

Church School 
• Regular Church School for all grades 

 
Choir Rehearsals Today 
Cherub Choir: Rainbow Room (Lower Level) 11:15-11:45 
Children’s Choir: Music Room (3rd floor) 11:15-12:00 

 
Parish Nurse 
Sue Asselin, RN, is available for blood pressure screenings 
and health consultations following today’s worship service, in 

her office to the right of the Auditorium stage. During the week, she is 
available by appointment by calling 203-637-1791 ext. 821. 
 
 

 

UPCOMING 
 

Community Lenten Dinners 
The third of our Lenten Dinners is scheduled for this 
upcoming week. Our theme is “Give us this day our daily 
bread” with Patrick Collins as coordinator of the event. 
Please look for the sign-up posters for all the FREE Lenten 

Dinners (hallways and church office). 
Date: Wednesday, March 20th  

Time: 6 pm 
Location: Church Auditorium 

Please contact Patrick at patrickc@fccog.org or Carla at 
carlad@fccog.org or call 203 637-1791 to sign-up by phone or email! 

 
Come celebrate Mr. Roger's 91st Birthday  
with First Church Preschool! 

Won't you be my neighbor? is a 2018 American documentary film 
directed by Morgan Neville about the life and guiding philosophy of 
Fred Rogers, the host and creator of Mister Rogers' Neighborhood.  
Thursday, March 21 at 6:30pm followed by discussion and, of course, 
BIRTHDAY CAKE! RSVP at darlak@fccog.org 



 

Preparing for Emergencies in Church: Class Open to All 
Tuesday March 26, 7 pm - 8:30 pm in the Lounge 
Presented by Community Impact Officers from the 

Greenwich Police Department, the class will cover techniques to 
increase awareness of potential threats to our church community and 
to minimize the risks. Attendees will learn more about what they might 
do to minimize injuries, assist others, and alert authorities in situations 
such as an active shooter at church or in the greater community. Please 
contact Sue Asselin to register for the class: susana@fccog.org or ext 
821. 
 
 

SPRINGTIME NEWS FROM THE RUMMAGE ROOM 
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich 

 

 

Sunday March 17th:  Welcome and “Happy St. Patrick’s Day” on the 
one day a year we are ALL IRISH - Tis the time to be ‘a Wear-in'-of-the-
Green!!! 
 

And remember, it is the time to begin your Easter Shopping. 
EVERYTHING is for Easter and SPRING.  New items come out DAILY!!! 

 
Shop Hours:  Monday through Friday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm and on 
Saturday 10:00 am to 1:00 pm.   
 
Donation Hours:  Monday through Thursday 9:30 am to 4:30 pm and 
on Friday and Saturday 9:30 am to 12:30 pm.   
 
Manager Leanne’s Wish List:  Easter Clothing and decorations for 
Easter.   
 
THOUGHT FOR SPRING:  Enjoy the little things in life … because one 
day you will look back and realize that they were once the BIG things in 
your lives!!!  
 

Thought for Spring:  
“Enjoy the little things in life …  

because one day you will look back and realize that 
they were once the BIG things in your lives!!!” 
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203-637-1791                 www.fccog.org  
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Interim Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Dietz 
Associate Pastor: Rev. Patrick Collins 
Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care: Rev. Avery C. Manchester 
Minister of Music: Dr. Craig Scott Symons 
Director of Family Ministries: Rosemary Lamie 
Director of Church Administration and Finance: Steve Summerton 
Director of Membership: Ginny Breismeister 
Parish Nurse: Susan Asselin, RN 
Director of Preschool: Darla Kohler Steiner 
Administrative Assistant/Operations: Wendy Spezzano 
Communications Specialist: Dalinda Rioseco 
Database Administrative Assistant: Sue Wilder 
Pastors Emeriti: Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Rev. Sally Colegrove 


