The First Congregational Church of Greenwich
Founded in 1665

NEW PLACES

First Sunday in Lent
Sunday, March 10, 2019
10 am

First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to
be open and affirming; open to all for participation,
membership, leadership, and employment, and affirming of
all who wish to join us as children of God. We continue to give
thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
Welcome to this service of worship at The First
Congregational Church of Greenwich. Please join us in the
auditorium after worship for our Community Hour.

Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
PRELUDE
O Man, Bewail Thy Grievous Fall
CALL TO COMMUNITY

Dr. Craig Scott Symons, Organist
J.S. Bach (1685-1750)
Reverend Carla Dietz

(Please sign and pass the red Fellowship Pad found at the end of your pew.)

CALL TO THE LENTEN PROJECT
CALL TO WORSHIP*

Carol Shattuck
Reverend Carla Dietz

(Prepares us for the purpose of service and sets the tone, orienting us toward a
worship mindset.)

One:

Today, we begin our journey of Lent – a journey of
following the Christ into the desert, and then into
Jerusalem.

Right Pews: We join in remembering the struggle and the strife of
Jesus, who stood up for love, even when it meant
persecution and death.
Left Pews:

We join in remembering the challenges of the Israelites
as they journeyed away from slavery, through the
desert, toward a new beginning.

One:

We join in remembering and honoring all who would
teach us what it means to bear witness to God’s love,
through action and deed, and to reject the ways of
empire.

All:

We join in a journey together toward justice,
wholeness, and peace.

One:

Come, friends and loved ones, let us welcome this season
and this journey as we take our first steps together in this
Lenten worship.

INTROIT
Guide My Feet (1st verse)

The Chancel Choir

HYMN*
New Century (Black) Hymnal 497
Guide My Feet (Congregation joins in with the rest of the verses)
*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit.

OPENING PRAYER
Reverend Avery C. Manchester
“A wandering Aramean was our ancestor,” and we too are a
wandering people. Jesus went into the desert wilderness and we too
find ourselves in desert times. Travel with us as we take this journey;
stride next to us as we place one foot in front of the other toward a
new day; sit with us as we reach into ourselves for the internal
resources we need to be your people. May this journey through the
Season of Lent be a journey of meaning and purpose. Guide us to a
place of vitality and hope. Amen
ANTHEM
With One Voice

The Children’s Choir
Sinclair & Foyles
Vance Briceland, Piano

REFLECTION PRAYER
(When we admit that we have not always been our best. It’s a chance to
unburden our hearts)

We have not always been a grateful people. We do not always
remember the struggles that have made the moments and realities
in which we live possible. We live in abundance now but can forget
the challenges of scarcity that our ancestors knew. We live in
privilege in so many ways but can forget the suffering that made our
ways of life possible. The “fruits” of life surround us, but we can be
slow in offering true thanksgiving. Instruct us again, Loving God.
May our words and actions show we are a people of true
thanksgiving. May we be ever mindful of your generosity and
deliverance. Amen.
AFFIRMATION
(Assurance you are forgiven)

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen.
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Give Me a Clean Heart

New Century (Black) Hymnal 188

All children will be dismissed now to Church School.
FIRST LESSON
Helen Ingraham
Deuteronomy 26:1-11
When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving
you as an inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in
it, you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which
you harvest from the land that the Lord your God is giving you, and
you shall put it in a basket and go to the place that the Lord your God
will choose as a dwelling for his name. You shall go to the priest who
is in office at that time, and say to him, “Today I declare to the Lord
your God that I have come into the land that the Lord swore to our
ancestors to give us.” When the priest takes the basket from your
hand and sets it down before the altar of the Lord your God, you shall
make this response before the Lord your God: “A wandering
Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there
as an alien, few in number, and there he became a great nation,
mighty and populous. When the Egyptians treated us harshly and
afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on us, we cried to the Lord, the
God of our ancestors; the Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction,
our toil, and our oppression. The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a
mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of
power, and with signs and wonders; and he brought us into this place
and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. So now I
bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, O Lord, have given
me.” You shall set it down before the Lord your God and bow down
before the Lord your God. Then you, together with the Levites and
the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty
that the Lord your God has given to you and to your house.
ANTHEM
Lead Gently, Lord

The Chancel Choir
Clif Cason (b. 1956)

SECOND READING
Luke 4:1-13
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by
the Spirit in the wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by

the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, and when they were
over, he was famished. The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of
God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” Jesus answered
him, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’”
Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the
kingdoms of the world. And the devil said to him, “To you I will give
their glory and all this authority; for it has been given over to me, and
I give it to anyone I please. If you, then, will worship me, it will all be
yours.” Jesus answered him, “It is written,
‘Worship the Lord your God,
and serve only him.’”
Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle
of the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw
yourself down from here, for it is written,
‘He will command his angels concerning you,
to protect you,’
and
‘On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’”
Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the
test.’” When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him
until an opportune time.
MESSAGE
New Places

Reverend Carla Dietz

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE*
(praise for who God is, with thanksgiving for what God does and with requests for
God to heal, transform)

HYMN*
Gather Us In

*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit.

CALL TO OFFERING
ORGAN OFFERTORY
Andante

Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)

DOXOLOGY*
(Offering praise and thanksgiving for meeting our needs and for using us to bring
God’s mission to the world. Feel free to rise and sing a version familiar to you or
this)

*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit.

DEDICATION OF THE OFFERING*
HYMN*
Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer

New Century (Black) Hymnal 18

BENEDICTION*
CHORAL RESPONSE

The Chancel Choir

POSTLUDE
Allegro moderato

Felix Mendelssohn
*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit.

The flowers in the Meetinghouse today are given in memory of
Lydia and Ed Perzanoski by Debi and Jay Shaw.
Directly following the service, one of our pastors will remain in the Chapel
to be available to anyone who has a pastoral care concern.

A Note about Welcoming Children
To our parents: Relax! God put the wiggle in children… do not feel you
have to suppress it during worship. The presence of children is a gift to
the church, which offers hope for all. Jesus said, “Let the children come
to me.” At First Church we believe that the way we welcome children in
worship directly affects the way they respond to God, the church, and
to one another. To the members of our congregation, please know that
a smile of encouragement is always welcome to parents with small,
active children.

For those who are interested, we do have child care available for babies
and toddlers every Sunday, for the entirety of the church service, in the
preschool classrooms. For toddlers and preschoolers who stay in
church, there is a PrayGround in the back of the chapel with a rug and a
few quiet play things. Chairs and rocking chairs are reserved for parents
to supervise their children if you do not need to be on the rug with
them. There are also additional children’s books on the bookshelves
near the back of the chapel.
Radio Ministry
The 10:00 am service is broadcast live each week on
WGCH 1490 AM Radio. In addition, the service is
available through the church’s website: www.fccog.org. A bulletin is
there as well as a link to the live broadcast. Previous sermon recordings
are also available.

NEWS & NOTICES
TODAY
Church School
• Regular Church School for all grades

Choir Rehearsals Today
Cherub Choir: Rainbow Room (Lower Level) 11:15-11:45
Children’s Choir: Music Room (3rd floor) 11:15-12:00
Youth Choir: Choir Room (3rd floor) 11:15-12:15
Refreshments and light sweets are included in
your $25 admission. Free for school-age children!
TODAY: Off Sounders with special guests The Grace Notes
Two a cappella groups who are no strangers to Greenwich residents. Off
Sounders, founded in 1956, have been entertaining both locally and
throughout the Northeast. The group's repertoire includes traditional,
contemporary, spiritual, classical, jazz, pop, show tunes, good old rock and
roll, country western and seasonal music.

They have invited their local female counterparts, The Grace Notes, to join
them for this concert. This all-volunteer women's a cappella singing group
is an independent, nonprofit organization dedicated to bringing the joy of
music to Greenwich and its surrounding communities. The group performs
for nursing homes, hospitals, rehabilitation centers, civic organizations,
elementary schools, senior gatherings, and special events.

Parish Nurse
Sue Asselin, RN, is available for blood pressure screenings
and health consultations following today’s worship service, in
her office to the right of the Auditorium stage. During the week, she is
available by appointment by calling 203-637-1791 ext. 821.

UPCOMING
Community Lenten Dinners
The second of our Lenten Dinners is scheduled for this upcoming week.
Our theme is “Should we build walls?” with Carla Dietz as coordinator of
the event. Please look for the sign-up posters for all the FREE Lenten
Dinners (hallways and church office).
Date: Wednesday, March 13th
Time: 6 pm
Location: Church Auditorium
Please contact Patrick at patrickc@fccog.org or Carla at
carlad@fccog.org or call 203 637-1791 to sign-up by phone or email!
Preparing for Emergencies in Church: Class Open to All
Tuesday March 26, 7 pm - 8:30 pm in the Lounge
Presented by Community Impact Officers from the
Greenwich Police Department, the class will cover techniques to
increase awareness of potential threats to our church community and
to minimize the risks. Attendees will learn more about what they might
do to minimize injuries, assist others, and alert authorities in situations
such as an active shooter at church or in the greater community. Please
contact Sue Asselin to register for the class: susana@fccog.org or ext
821.

NEWS FROM THE RUMMAGE ROOM
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich
Spring is here at The Rummage Room. We open at 1pm on Monday
March 11th. Come and stop by and see all the lovely Spring items we
have. A big thank you to all of our wonderful volunteers who help restock the store.
Shopping Hours:
Monday-Friday 10 am - 5 pm
Saturday 10 am - 1 pm

Donation Hours:
Monday-Thursday 9:30 am - 4:30 pm
Friday & Saturday 9:3 am – 12:30 pm

Music comes from an icicle as it melts, to live again as spring water. – Henry
Williamson
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