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elcome to this service of worship at The First Congregational 
Church of Greenwich and Happy Labor Day!  May our time 

together be filled with spirit; empowering us for the journey that lies 
ahead!  

W

 
 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices. 

*All who are able please stand 
‡Seating of latecomers 

 
PRELUDE                                                 Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organ 

Deo Gratias                                                  Philip Moore 
Processional                                                  Stanley Vann 

 
CALL TO COMMUNITY                             Rev. Mark D. Montgomery 

Please sign and pass the red book. 

 
PRAISING GOD 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP   
                           
*‡OPENING HYMN AND PROCESSION 
 Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ  
                                                      New Century (black) Hymnal 347 

           
OPENING PRAYER                                                

We have come seeking respite from our labors, 
      Seeking strength for the work that is ahead of us, 
             Seeking support in one another. 
God, we have come seeking communion with you. 
 
Our prayer is this: 
      May we find respite, 
              May we find strength, 
May we recognize you here now.    

Amen. 
 



CONFESSING TO GOD 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION  
                          
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)  
 God, we admit that we worry about our jobs, 
 our economy, our world. 
 How can we help but worry? 
 Our jobs can be stressful. 
 Some of us are unemployed. 
 Our economy struggles 
 as does our world. 

 
We begin to feel hopeless.  
 
Things can seem out of control and we, at times, find ourselves 

consumed by this worry and blinded 
to your grace. 

 Restore our hope. 
 Restore our faith. 
 Open our eyes to you so we may remember that 
 even in our times of suffering, 
You are with us. 
 
So, in your grace and in communion with one another  

we pray the prayer you have taught us… 
 
LORD'S PRAYER  
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil:  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever.  Amen. 

 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 
‡CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   
 Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 



HEARING GOD'S WORD 
 
FIRST LESSON                                                        Stephanie Woodman 
 

Ezekiel 33:7-11 
 

o you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; 
whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them 

warning from me.  If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall 
surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from 
their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will 
require at your hand.  But if you warn the wicked to turn from their 
ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in 
their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.  

S

 
Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: 
“Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away 
because of them; how then can we live?”  Say to them, As I live, says 
the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that 
the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from 
your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel?  

 
SCRIPTURE ANTHEM                                            The Summer Choir 
 Without the Fire, There is No Burning        David Ashley White 
 
SECOND LESSON                                                              Rick Woodman          
                                   

Romans 13:8-14 
 

we no one anything, except to love one another; for the one 
who loves another has fulfilled the law.  The commandments, 

“You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not 
steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  Love 
does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the 
law.  

O

 
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for 
you to wake from sleep.  For salvation is nearer to us now than when 
we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near.  Let us 



then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let 
us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not 
in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 
Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the 
flesh, to gratify its desires.  
 
*‡HYMN   
 Turn Back, O Man, Forswear They Foolish Ways 
                                                                   Pilgrim (red) Hymnal 451 
 
SERMON:  “The Job Nobody Wants”         Rev. Mark D. Montgomery 

 
RESPONDING TO GOD 

 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                        

                                                    
*GLORIA        New Century (black) Hymnal 754 

Glory to God the Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.  
Amen. 

 
CALL TO OFFERING                                     
                                            
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                           The Summer Choir 
 Jesu, Lead My Footsteps Ever                           J.S. Bach 
 (from The Christmas Oratorio) 
 

Jesu, lead my footsteps ever. Ever all my senses guide. 
From all ills my doings sever. Put all else than thee aside. 
Jesu let thy grace attend me; from all evil e’er defend me. 

   
*DOXOLOGY                               New Century (black) Hymnal 776             

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; One God, 
Triune, whom we adore.  Amen.  Amen. 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION    



SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER (seated)   
 
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
 
SERVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 

In the tradition of our church, we will partake of the bread as it is 
served, thanking God for Christ’s death for each one of us.  We will 
hold the cup and drink of it together, affirming our oneness as the 
Body of Christ. 

 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION                   Donald Haviland, tenor 
There is a Balm in Gilead                            Arr. Mark Hayes 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us at your 
table by granting us the presence of your Son, Jesus Christ.  
Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another, and send  
us forth into the world in courage and peace, rejoicing in the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
GOING FORTH TO SERVE GOD 

 
*CLOSING HYMN AND PROCESSION 
 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound 
                                                      New Century (black) Hymnal 547 
 
*CLOSING SENTENCES 
Leader: We are called by God.   
People: We have a job to do. 
Leader: Our job is to be light in the world. 
People: Our job is to love and serve our God.   
                               
*BENEDICTION 
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE 
 
POSTLUDE                             
 Make a Joyful Noise                                                 Alan Viner  



____________________________________________________ 
 
The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be 
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, 
leadership and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us 
as children of God.  We continue to give thanks for God's guidance 
in our journey of faith.   
 
We have child care for babies and toddlers every Sunday.  Your 
children are always welcome for the entire service or for a respite time 
if needed.  Please see an usher if you need directions.  
 
The 10:00 am Service is broadcast live each week on WGCH 1490  
AM Radio.  In addition, the service is available through the church’s  
website, www.fccog.org.  A bulletin can be found there as well as a 
link to the live broadcast.  Previous sermons may also be found there. 
 
Calendar                                                                                            
TODAY 
 
Sign-up today for the Homecoming picnic on Sunday, Sept. 18! 
Plan to be here for great fun, delicious food and a “family” reunion.  
Our theme this year is “We Are Family.”  Sign-up on the easel during 
Coffee Hour or call the office during the week and let us know how 
many of you and your guests will be joining the festivities. 
 
Parish Nurse 
Sue Asselin, RN is available in Room 203 after the Worship Service.  
Stop in to have your blood pressure checked or discuss any health 
concerns. 
 
NEWS AND NOTICES  
 
Church School 
Church School begins again on Homecoming Sunday, September 18. 
Online Registration is available now at www.fccog.org.  Just click on 
the link on the homepage, complete the form and submit.  This 
year's handbook will arrive in your mailbox soon. 
 

http://www.fccog.org/
http://www.fccog.org/


Beach Services 
The last beach service will be next Sunday, September 11.  If the 
beach service is cancelled due to inclement weather, a notice in red 
will be posted on our website by 7:30 am and a white piece of paper 
will be taped to the sermon sign on the church lawn.  
 
“Hats Off” Book Study Group 
“Hats Off " will begin again this fall on Thursday, September 15 
from 9:45-11:30 am.  We will start with a quick read, Half-Broke 
Horses by Jeannette Walls.  Books will be available at our first 
meeting!  Our members are encouraged to bring their ideas for our 
next selection to this first meeting on September 15.  Any questions 
please call Debbie Berner at 203-629-1110. 
 
FCCOG Meets Social Media! 
Tell all your friends…FCCOG is now on Facebook!  Please check 
out our page either by going through fccog.org or search for “First 
Congregational Church of Greenwich” on Facebook.  Be sure to 
“like” us to stay up to date with all the exciting happenings here at 
FCCOG!   
 
News from The Rummage Room 
The 47th Grand Reopening of The Rummage Room took place on 
Monday, August 29 and we are celebrating!!...Both because we were 
ABLE to open in spite of the destruction of Hurricane Irene, and also 
for the huge participation of our customers.  The total amount of 
sales for reopening day on Monday was $11,525.00.  And the second 
day after reopening brought in $4,869.81.  Our community is 
beyond belief as many of you experienced flooding and other 
damages, and yet, you came to support The Rummage Room.  The 
monies brought in this past week reflect a huge part of what we are 
able to donate yearly to organizations who help women and 
children’s causes throughout our area.  Thank you one and all for 
your support throughout this past week, and every day that we are 
open throughout the year. 
Manger Maria’s Wish List:  Small furniture; a large parrot cage; a 
small upholstered chair; golf and tennis equipment; platters for 
desserts; cake stands; baking items; a Kitchen Aid mixer; handbags. 

http://fccog.org/


Again, we  have been greatly humbled by the havoc of what Mother 
Nature can render unto us, Oh, Father, and we are reminded that we 
may have control over many things, but not the wind and water 
driving our most recent storm.   Please continue to be with those who 
need your love and support.    
 
Food Collection 
A reminder that the Food Collection Barrel remains in the back of 
the Meetinghouse, so please contribute food each week.  Adding a 
few items to your weekly grocery store visit will make a significant 
difference at Neighbor to Neighbor.  Items currently in need are:   
Cereal, Oatmeal, Pasta Sauce, Dried Beans, 100% Juice, Canned 
Tomatoes, Peanut Butter (no larger than 28 oz., please), Jelly . 
If you’ve forgotten your food items this morning, feel free to email 
fccoghungermission@gmail.com with your contact information and 
someone will pick up the food from your home and deliver to the 
Church for Neighbor to Neighbor. 
 
 

* * * 
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