
 

Pentecost Sunday                                 

Church School Recognition 
12 June 2011 
10 o’clock in the morning 
                                

 
 

“Rooted and Grounded in Love” 
                                                                                           
                                                                                           Cover Credits:  Helen Glover, Jessie Aselin, Lauren O’Donnell 



                                                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 



elcome to this Service of Worship at First Congregational Church as we invite children and 
adults, students and teachers to enter into a joyful, loving celebration of God on this 

Recognition Sunday.  We hope this time of worship nourishes your spirit, inspires your faith and 
that you will be moved to worship with us often.  

W
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices. 

*All who are able please stand 
‡Seating of latecomers 

 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                                     Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organ  
Prelude and Fugue in E minor                                                                     Nicholas Bruhns 
 

CALL TO COMMUNITY        Dr. David D. Young 
Please sign and pass the red book. 
 

MOMENT OF OPPORTUNITY                         Greg Kuppenheimer 
 

PRAISING GOD 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP             
 
*‡OPENING HYMN AND PROCESSION 

Like a Tree Beside the Waters                       New Century (black) Hymnal 313 
 

OPENING PRAYER                          Jennie Olmsted (Reader) with Sarah Mickley & the Second Graders                         
Without strong roots, just like this tree, we are bound to fall. 

 But love keeps us strong. 
 
 Dear God, when we are rooted and grounded in love  
 we are able to weather any storm. 

Even when bad things happen, we can stand strong knowing  
we love and are loved.  Amen. 

 
CONFESSING TO GOD 

 
            
PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                        Taylor Pratt and Parker Freeman, Fourth Graders 

God of Understanding, we do not always do the right thing; 
Please help us  

to listen and be respectful, 
to stay our hands against our brothers and sisters, 
and to be more careful and patient.  Amen. 

 



LORD'S PRAYER         The First Graders 
 
The First Graders will lead the Lord’s Prayer and the congregation will repeat the phrases as the children say 
them. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come.   

Thy will be done,  
on earth, as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts, 

 as we forgive our debtors,  
and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power,  
and the glory, forever.   

Amen. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
‡Congregational Response 

Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
 
THIRD GRADE BIBLE PRESENTATION    
 

Senior Pastor:  The congregation of First Congregational Church of Greenwich is giving this 
Bible to you because we want it to be the most important book you own.  It is the revelation of 
God for the people of God, filled with stories of ordinary people whose lives were transformed 
by the Spirit of God.  If you read it, know it and live it, this record of God's love will strengthen 
you in difficult times and give your life hope and meaning.  We give this Bible to you because it 
is a gift without equal and represents our deepest longing that you may come to know God's 
love, call and grace.  

 
Teachers:  Those of us who are your teachers promised to open this book and its truths to you.  
We reflected on its stories with you and helped you to begin a deeper understanding of its 
message.  Now we pray that you will continue to read your Bible both in Church School and at 
home. 
 
Parents:  We as parents want you to grow in your knowledge of Jesus Christ and his love for 
you.  With you we will open the pages of your Bible so that together we will be rooted and 
grounded in God’s love.  
 
Deacon:  The entire congregation is pleased to present these Bibles to you with the hope that 
they may be, over the years, worn with use.  We will do all we can as a church to help you 
understand what is written on their pages. 
 



All:  The Church's one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord.  We therefore commend to your 
reading and understanding the amazing story of God's love for us through his son, our savior, 
Jesus Christ. 

 
HEARING GOD'S WORD 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                                               Charlotte Lorthioir, Seventh Grader 

Ephesians 3:14-21         
 

or this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth 
takes its name.  I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be 

strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love.  I pray that you may have the 
power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and 
to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of 
God. Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more 
than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, 
forever and ever.  Amen.  

F 

 
SCRIPTURE ANTHEM                         The Children’s Choir 

Sing Out, Earth and Skies                                           Marty Haugen 
 
SERMON:    Stories for a Lifetime                              Rev. Susan J. Murtha 
 
*‡HYMN   

I Love to Tell the Story                                                                          Pilgrim (red) Hymnal 317 
  

RESPONDING TO GOD 
 
THANKSGIVING AND RECOGNITION        Rosemary Lamie and Deb Wheelock 
 
Leader:  Today, we celebrate all of our Church School teachers, past and present.  Through their 
dedication, they have influenced countless children in their faith and love of God. 
 
People:  We give thanks to God for their time and talent. 
 
Leader:  There is more to be done.  Children do not learn the message of God's love and presence on their 
own, but like all things good and worthy, only learn through the patient and consistent words and actions 
of committed teachers. 
 
People:  Thanks be to God for those who are willing to give of themselves through the gift of 
teaching. 
 
Leader:  Nor is it teaching alone that communicates the love of God.  Through caring gestures and kind 
words, laughter and gentle encouragement, children learn of God's love and the joy of a faith community. 



All:  Praise be to God who calls people to lead and guide our children to a knowledge of faith in 
Jesus Christ.   
 
SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF OUR GRADUATING HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS  
 
CALL TO PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
The children are invited to come forward to learn more about prayer through a Children’s Message:  
“Five Finger Prayer.”  The Pastoral Prayer will follow.  
 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
 
CALL TO OFFERING             Audrey Thalheim, Fifth Grader 
   
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                 The Summer Choir 

Jubilate Deo (O Be Joyful in the Lord)                                                          Richard Dirksen 
 
*Doxology                         New Century (black) Hymnal 776 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all creatures here below; Praise Holy 
Spirit, Comforter; One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen.  Amen. 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

GOING FORTH TO SERVE GOD 
 
*CLOSING HYMN AND PROCESSION   

O God Who Teaches Us to Live              New Century (black) Hymnal 359 
 

*CLOSING SENTENCES                                                The Pastors' Class (Sixth and Seventh Graders)  
                                                                                                 and Rev. Mark D. Montgomery 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE 
 
POSTLUDE  

Prelude a la Couperin      Gordon Young     
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The flowers in the Meetinghouse this morning are provided by the Chancel Committee.  The 
flowers in the cross aisle are given in honor of our Church School teachers, past, present and future. 
 
The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be open and affirming; open to all 
for participation, membership, leadership and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us 
as children of God.  We continue to give thanks for God's guidance in our journey of faith.   



We have child care for babies and toddlers every Sunday.  Your children are always welcome for the 
entire service or for a respite time if needed.  Please see an usher if you need directions.  
 
The 10:00 am Service is broadcast live each week on WGCH 1490 AM Radio.  In addition, the 
service is available through the church’s website, www.fccog.org.  A bulletin can be found there as 
well as a link to the live broadcast.  Previous sermons may also be found there. 
 

 
Calendar                                                                                                                                          
TODAY 
 
Church School 
Please join us at Coffee Hour for a special Church School celebration honoring our teachers, our 
third graders, and all of our children.  Next Sunday we will begin our one-room schoolhouse 
Summer Church School. 
 
Bible Study 
Today will be the last Bible Study in Luke.  So if you're one of those people who flips to the end of 
mystery books to see who done it, join us today in the Lounge at 11:30 am (note time: after the 
reception) and we'll wrap things up in dramatic fashion.  A new Bible Study on Acts will begin in 
the fall.  Led by Dan England. 
 
Parish Nurse 
Sue Asselin, RN is available in Room 203 after the Worship Service.  Stop in to have your blood 
pressure checked or discuss any health concerns. 

 
NEWS AND NOTICES  
 
Summer Work 
Need summer help?  Need summer work?  We are receiving daily calls about job opportunities for 
yard work, child care, tutoring, errands, etc.  We also have high school and college students and 
recent graduates available to work.  Just contact Rosemary at 203-637-1791 ext. 20 or 
RosemaryL@fccog.org to be connected. 
 
Summer Choir 
Have you wanted a different view for the summer?  Here is your chance to see things from a 
different perspective.  Each Sunday morning from now until Labor Day, everyone is welcome to join 
The Summer Choir!  Gathering at 9:00 am in the choir loft of the Meetinghouse, we will lift our 
voices in song as we learn new music that helps lead and inspire worship.  No previous experience is 
necessary, but reading music certainly helps.  And if you have college-age or other family members 
who are in town that have instrumental talents, we can certainly put them to work as well.  Don't let 
your talents sit idle...use them to praise God on Sunday morning!   
 
News from The Rummage Room 
Donations have been coming in at a brisk pace since Memorial Day, which prompts a plea for donor 
assistance.  Please do not leave donations when The Rummage Room is closed.  Donation hours are 
9:30 am to 4:30 pm Monday to Thursday, and 9:30 am to 12:30 pm Friday and Saturday.  A special 

http://www.fccog.org/
mailto:RosemaryL@fccog.org


plea goes to those who have unsold items after a tag sale.  PLEASE do not drop things off without 
checking with Manager Maria.  Much of it is not saleable and The Rummage Room has to have it 
hauled away which costs money that would otherwise go to organizations that need our help.  Thank 
you!  
Manager Maria’s Wish List:  Bridal clothing and accessories; handbags; jewelry; good clean 
clothing; shoes; linens; bric-a-brac; items and clothing for 4th of July; strollers; a Pack ‘n Play; a 
racing bike; and packing boxes for clothing storage. 
Shopping hours are Monday through Friday 10:00 am to 5:00 pm, and on Saturday from 10:00 am 
to 1:00 pm.  The shop has good summer clothing and accessories for sale.  The manager always has 
several items which go on sale Monday mornings and are 50% off throughout the week. 
Remember, life is short.  Laugh all you can, apologize when you should, and let go of what you can’t 
change.  It will make others happy and yourself as well! 
           
Food Collection 
A reminder that the Food Collection Barrel remains in the back of the Meetinghouse, so please 
contribute food each week.  Adding a few items to your weekly grocery store visit will make a 
significant difference at Neighbor to Neighbor.  Items currently in need are:   

• Cereal 
• Oatmeal 
• Pasta Sauce 
• Dried Beans 
• 100% Juice 
• Canned Tomatoes 
• Peanut Butter (no larger than 28 oz., please) 
• Jelly   

If you’ve forgotten your food items this morning, feel free to email fccoghungermission@gmail.com 
with your contact information and someone will pick up the food from your home and deliver to 
the Church for Neighbor to Neighbor. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Third Graders Receiving Bibles 
 

Nicky Alexandre         
Malik Richard Armstead   
Helen Yuanlan Glover   
William Scott Goggins 
Will Dearden Grunow   
Margaret Nicoletta Jacoby 
Grant Kuppenheimer 
Mariel Sophia Laffan 

 James Peter Mair      

Elizabeth C. Mohn 
Eva Barrett Moore 
John Quinten Norrgard    
Emma Newbury Olmsted 
Matthew Wade Ryckman  
Kendall Clara Schrohe 
Thomas Dunn Simmons   
Niklas Simonsen   
Daniel Edward Taylor 

Thomas Hans Mair       George Curran Wheelock 
Lauren Margaret Mickley      Catherine Ives Ziac 

 Jacob L. Millspaugh 

mailto:fccoghungermission@gmail.com


Church School Task Force/2010-2011 
 

Margaret Phyfe and Deb Wheelock, Co-Chairs 
 
     Mary-Ann Assing       Laura Pugliese 
  Donna Hascher        Lori Romano 
  Diane Jenkins        Lindsay Stafford 
  Diane Kretschmann       Elaine Teeters 
  Paul Kretschmann       Margo Teeters 
 Nanette Laffan Sarah Thalheim   

  Sandy Millspaugh       Leslie VanDermeer
 
 

 
 

 
Church School Teachers 

 
Colleen Alfano 
David Alfano 
Charles Ariyibi 
Shawn Aselin 
Sue Asselin 
Charlie Baird 
Duly Chiappetta 
Christine Collins 
Bonny Edwards 
Jane Finch 
Cindy Fong 
Lindy Freeman 
Randy Freeman 
Caroline Glover 
Marjorie Glover 
James Graham 
Madeleine Graham 
William Graham 
Courtney Griffin 
Peter Gurciullo 
Olga Hartwell 
Jenna Hascher 
Lindsey Hascher 
Erlinda Haviland 

Richard Haviland Jr. 
Esther Hoekstra 
Janette Hoekstra 
Mirjam Hoekstra 
Lisa Hudson 
Kelsey Ingraham 
Charles Khosla 
Greg Kuppenheimer 
Fred Laffan 
Nanette Laffan 
Clement Lepoutre 
Jennifer Lepoutre 
Frederick Lorthioir 
Cheryl Manos 
Mark Mohn 
Mark Montgomery 
Elizabeth Morris 
Mary Helen Morris 
Susan Murtha 
Alexander Ng-Yow Jr. 
Tamara Ng-Yow 
Kellie Norrgard 
Chris O'Donnell 
Cara Olmsted 

Anne Pfetsch 
Gwen Pfetsch 
Jennifer Pratt 
Beth Press 
Lori Romano 
Christina Russell 
Michael Russell 
Elizabeth Schinto 
Christina Schoen 
Dianne Shrier 
Shaw Speer 
Kristin Taylor 
Ingrid Thalheim 
Olivia Thalheim 
Peter Thalheim 
Connie Van Rhyn 
Matthew Van Rhyn 
Ashton Vines 
Jessica Vissicchio 
Jeff Waggaman 
Avery Welch 
Peg Wentworth 
Kendall Witmer 
Richard Woodman 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Our Children Hope that You Will Want to Teach in September! 

 
 
Whether you have taught for several years or this has been your first, you know the rewards you 
gain.  For those of you who have not experienced this unique process, we hope the following 
questions and answers will help you carefully and prayerfully consider this important opportunity. 
 
Am I qualified?  Everyone is qualified in some way if only by your love of children and a willingness 
to share your faith.  The ability to hear our children’s questions is important, but you don’t have to 
have all the answers.  You need a willingness to teach – but also be taught.  Many of us were 
motivated to teach because our congregation asks each family to volunteer two years of your time for 
each of your children in the Church School.  Once you do it, you realize the rewards far outweigh 
the risks. 
 
How can I find the time and skills to prepare and to teach?  Our active Church School is possible 
because we work together.  Our curriculum, Rock Solid, is very teacher-friendly, providing you with 
lesson plans, several possibilities from which to choose activities and a good biblical background each 
week.  The lessons can be available via email which simplifies preparation. Our Task Force is here 
every Sunday to provide support as Sunday Supers and our Director, Rosemary Lamie, covers the 
Church School Office all week to help you prepare and take care of the administrative and 
communication tasks.  Further, there is usually at least one Sunday every month that is not a Church 
School Sunday due to holidays, school vacations or special events. 
 
Where do I sign up?  There is an easel at Coffee Hour with a signup board organized by age and 
grade level.  If you would like to discuss this opportunity, please to speak to Rosemary.  Just stop by 
her office, call 203-637-1791, extension 20 or email RosemaryL@fccog.org. 

 

 

 



First Congregational Church of Greenwich 
Church School Teaching Teams 

2011-2012 
 

 
BABY NURSERY 
 
1. Mary Helen Morris 
2. Chris Collins 
3.  
4.  
5. Olivia Hartwell (HS) 
6. Melanie Pfetsch (HS) 
 
 
TODDLER NURSERY  
 
Duly Chiapetta - Supervisor 
1. Dianne Shrier 
2. Larry & Erlinda Haviland 
3.  
4.  
5. Colin Ingraham (HS) 
6. Trevor Ingraham (HS) 
  
 
THREE-YEAR-OLDS  
 
1. Chris Schoen  
2.  
3.  
4.  
5.   
6.  (HS) 
 
 
FOUR-YEAR-OLDS 
 
1. Cheryl Manos 
2. Jennifer McCue Pratt 
3. Elizabeth Schrohe 
4. Michael Simko 
5.  
6. (HS)    
 
 
As of June 4, 2011 
 

 
KINDERGARTEN      
 
1. Peg Wentworth 
2. Fred & Nanette Laffan 
3. 
4.  
5.  
6. Jenna Hascher (HS)  
 
 
FIRST GRADE  
 
1. Sarah Schneider  
2.  
3.  
4.  
5.  
6. Shira Rieke (HS)  
 

 
SECOND GRADE  
 
1. Pamela & Richard Riggs 
2.  
3.  
4. 
5. Gwen Pfetsch (HS) 
6.  Liz Morris (HS) 
 
 
THIRD GRADE  
 
1. Colleen Alfano 
2. David Alfano 
3. Lori Romano 
4. Cara Olmsted 
5. Shaw Speer (HS)  
6. (HS)  

 
FOURTH GRADE     
 
1. Paula & Brian Mickley 
2. Marjorie Glover 
3. Bert Pulitzer 
4.  
5. (HS) 
6. (HS) 
 
 
FIFTH GRADE 
 
1. Lindy Freeman 
2. Randy Freeman 
3. Anne Pfetsch 
4. Barbara Fortunato 
5.   
6.  (HS) 
 
 
SIXTH GRADE  
 
1.  Beth Press & Mark Mohn 
2.   
3.  
4.  
5.  
6.   
 
 
SEVENTH GRADE 
 
1.  Fred Lorthioir 
2.   
3.  
4.  
5.  
6.  Charlie Baird (HS) 
 
Note:  6th and 7th grades may be 
combined but we will sign-up 
teacher separately now. 
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