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ow pleased we are that you are with us this morning on this 
fourth Sunday of Lent as we continue our spiritual journey.  

The season is one of inward reflection which becomes evident in 
outward expression.  Each of us can ask the age old questions: 

H
 

Is the risen Christ a part of my life? 
                            What are the signs of his presence? 
 
May our time together lead to an affirmative answer to the first, and 
varied, but specific, answers to the second.  Grace and peace to you 
this day! 
 

 
 

 
PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 

Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices. 
*All who are able please stand 

‡Seating of latecomers 

 
PRELUDE                                                 Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organ 

From Mass for the Convents                       Francois Couperin                  
 Plein Jeu 
 Fugue 
 Recit 
 Dialogue 
  
CALL TO COMMUNITY                                  Rev. Daniel B. England 

Please sign and pass the red book. 
 

MOMENT OF OPPORTUNITY                                           
 

PRAISING GOD 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
 
*‡OPENING HYMN AND PROCESSION 
 Jesus, the Joy of Loving Hearts    New Century (black) Hymnal 329 
                                                                 
 
 



OPENING PRAYER 
 From out of a world of confusion and shifting loyalties, 
 we gather as your people this day, O God of caring. 
 May the note of praise for all of your gifts resonate within us 
 so that we might be strengthened in our inward being 
 and reflect the light of Christ in our outward 
 living, this day and always.  Amen. 

 
CONFESSING TO GOD 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION    
                                                      
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)  
 O God of hidden presence, who has yet revealed yourself 
 to the eyes of faith, we confess that we have too easily 
 neglected the “day of small things.” 
 …Concerned with the well-being of humanity, we have  

 often failed to recognize you in the near at hand –  
 in the closeness of a neighbor’s need for human affirmation. 
…Caught up in the consuming drive to succeed, we have 
 failed to interpret the prodding voice of failure, which 
 suggests that a fresh perspective might be your intention 
 for us. 
Forgive us for confusing bigness with best 
…for substituting spoken ideals for caring action 
…for embracing personal achievement as a god which 
 stills your inner voice. 
For we would seek to grow towards that model of 
simplicity and humanness which is Jesus the Christ 
 who taught us to pray… 

  
LORD'S PRAYER  
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil:  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever.  Amen. 

 
 



WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 
‡CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   
                                       New Century (black) Hymnal 170 (verse 4) 
 How shall we show your love, your pardon to believe? 
 You bid us share as we are blessed and give as we receive. 
           

HEARING GOD'S WORD 
 
FIRST LESSON                                                            Daniel Lepoutre 
 

Zechariah 11:4-14 
 

hus said the Lord my God:  Be a shepherd of the flock doomed 
to slaughter.  Those who buy them kill them and go unpunished; 

and those who sell them say, “Blessed be the Lord, for I have become 
rich”; and their own shepherds have no pity on them.  For I will no 
longer have pity on the inhabitants of the earth, says the Lord.  I will 
cause them, every one, to fall each into the hand of a neighbor, and 
each into the hand of the king; and they shall devastate the earth, and 
I will deliver no one from their hand.  So, on behalf of the sheep 
merchants, I became the shepherd of the flock doomed to slaughter.  
I took two staffs; one I named Favor, the other I named Unity, and I 
tended the sheep.  In one month I disposed of the three shepherds, 
for I had become impatient with them, and they also detested me.  So 
I said, “I will not be your shepherd.  What is to die, let it die; what is 
to be destroyed, let it be destroyed; and let those that are left devour 
the flesh of one another!”  I took my staff Favor and broke it, 
annulling the covenant that I had made with all the peoples.  So it 
was annulled on that day, and the sheep merchants, who were 
watching me, knew that it was the word of the Lord.  I then said to 
them, “If it seems right to you, give me my wages; but if not, keep 
them.”  So they weighed out as my wages thirty shekels of silver. 
Then the Lord said to me, “Throw it into the treasury” —this lordly 
price at which I was valued by them.  So I took the thirty shekels of 
silver and threw them into the treasury in the house of the Lord. 
Then I broke my second staff Unity, annulling the family ties 
between Judah and Israel. 

T

 



SCRIPTURE ANTHEM           The Youth Choir; Caroline Glover, flute 
      Who Shall Abide                                              Walter Pelz  
 

Lord, who shall abide in your tabernacle?  
Who shall dwell in thy holy hill? 
He that walketh uprightly,  
and worketh righteousness,  
and speaketh the truth in his heart. 

                         
SECOND LESSON                                                                   Stu McCalley 
 

Matthew 26:1-16 
 

hen Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to his 
disciples, “You know that after two days the Passover is 

coming, and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified.” 
Then the chief priests and the elders of the people gathered in the 
palace of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas, and they 
conspired to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him.  But they said, “Not 
during the festival, or there may be a riot among the people.”  

W

 
Now while Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, a 
woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment, 
and she poured it on his head as he sat at the table.  But when the 
disciples saw it, they were angry and said, “Why this waste?  For this 
ointment could have been sold for a large sum, and the money given 
to the poor.”  But Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why do you 
trouble the woman?  She has performed a good service for me.  For 
you always have the poor with you, but you will not always have me. 
By pouring this ointment on my body she has prepared me for burial. 
Truly I tell you, wherever this good news is proclaimed in the whole 
world, what she has done will be told in remembrance of her.”  
 
Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the 
chief priests and said, “What will you give me if I betray him to you?” 
They paid him thirty pieces of silver.  And from that moment he 
began to look for an opportunity to betray him.  
 
 
 



*‡HYMN   
 A Woman Came Who Did Not Count the Cost  
                                                      New Century (black) Hymnal 206 
 
(As the hymn begins, the Church School children and teachers will leave 
for their classrooms.  Children in second grade and older will leave 
independently.  Children in kindergarten and first grade will meet their 
teachers at the back of the Meetinghouse (narthex) and will go to their 
classrooms as a group.)    
 
SERMON              The Rush of Recognition          Dr. David D. Young 
                 (Fourth in a Sermon Series: “Following Christ”) 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   
 New life in Christ does not release us from conflict with  
 unbelief, pride, lust, sin, and fear. 
 We still have to struggle with disheartening difficulties 
 and problems. 
 Nevertheless, as we mature in love and faithfulness in our life 
 with Christ, we live in freedom and good cheer, bearing 

 witness on good days and evil days, confident that the 
 new life is pleasing to God and helpful to others. 
 The new life finds its direction in the life of Jesus, his words 
 and deeds, his struggles against temptations, his compassion, 
 his anger, and his willingness to suffer death. 
 The teaching of the prophets and apostles guides us in living 
 this life, and the Christian community nurtures and equips 
 us for our ministries.  So be it!  Amen. 
  
*GLORIA     New Century (black) Hymnal 754 

Glory to God the Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.  
Amen. 

 
CALL TO OFFERING                                            Rev. Susan J. Murtha 
 
   



OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                            The Chancel Choir 
 Kyrie Eleison (from Solemn Mass)                 Louis Vierne   
                                           
*DOXOLOGY                               New Century (black) Hymnal 776 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all creatures 
here below; Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; One God, Triune, whom 
we adore. Amen.  Amen.  

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER (seated)   
 
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
 
SERVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 

In the tradition of our church, we will partake of the bread as it is 
served, thanking God for Christ’s death for each one of us.  We will 
hold the cup and drink of it together, affirming our oneness as the 
Body of Christ. 
 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION                
                                         Katie Weatherseed, soprano; Kim Rogers, alto 
 By My Side (from Godspell)                        Stephan Schwartz 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us at your 
table by granting us the presence of your Son, Jesus Christ.  
Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another, and send  
us forth into the world in courage and peace, rejoicing in the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
GOING FORTH TO SERVE GOD 

 
*CLOSING HYMN AND PROCESSION 
 Forth in Thy Name, O Lord, I Go          Pilgrim (red) Hymnal 406 
                                                        (Sung to the tune Duke Street) 
                                                    
*CLOSING SENTENCES 
Leader: The Gospel is not merely about a free man; 



 It is good news of a free man who has set others free.  
People: Those who have found Christ have found the source 
 of power which will assure them of victory thereafter 
 in every other circumstance of their own life.  
Leader: Every person or group of persons today can live in  
 Jesus Christ without cutting themselves off from  
 their own life. 
People: Christ himself is living at the heart of the world; 
 and his total mystery embodies and animates all of life 
 and all of history. 
                                                         Paul Van Buren, Paul Tournier, Michael Quoist 

                                                        
*BENEDICTION 
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE 
 
POSTLUDE   
 March                                                              William Rowan 
___________________________________________________ 
 

The flowers in the Meetinghouse today are given in loving memory 
of their son, Albert Christian Gregg Primo, by Albert and Rosina 
Primo, his sisters, Juliet and Valeri, and Jeremy, Livia and Eden 
Primo Lack. 
 
The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be 
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, 
leadership and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us 
as children of God.  We continue to give thanks for God's guidance 
in our journey of faith.   
 
We have child care for babies and toddlers every Sunday.  Your 
children are always welcome for the entire service or for a respite time 
if needed.  Please see an usher if you need directions.  
 
The 10:00 am Service is broadcast live each week on WGCH 1490 
AM Radio.  In addition, the service is available through the church’s  
website, www.fccog.org.  A bulletin can be found there as well as a 
link to the live broadcast.  Previous sermons may also be found there. 
 

http://www.fccog.org/


Calendar                                                                                            
TODAY 
 
Church School 
Today our classes will learn about the events in the Garden of 
Gethsemane; our younger children will focus on Jesus' praying while 
our 4th and 5th graders will also consider Judas' betrayal of Jesus. 
Our 3rd graders will learn about "The Great Commandment."  
 
Youth Choir 
Youth Choir will have a short rehearsal today from 11:15-11:45 am 
in the Choir Room. 
 
Can You Relate?  Fostering Healthy Relationships  
Love – Honesty – Trust - Boundaries…..these are a just a few of the 
components of a healthy relationship we’ll examine with FCCOG’s 
own Enid Norris, Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist.  Find out 
how we can nurture each other and have more fulfilling and 
meaningful connections with our family, friends, and loved ones. 
Explore the role spirituality plays in our interpersonal relationships. 
Enid will lead a discussion on these topics and give insights on how 
we can foster more meaningful connections.  Please join us in the 
Lounge, shortly after the Worship Service. 
 
Annual Quilt Raffle Tickets Go On Sale Today! 
Tickets for the 41st Annual Quilt Raffle will go on sale today during 
coffee hour.  Tickets are $5 a piece and the drawing will take place at 
the Women's Fellowship Spring Luncheon on Wednesday, May 18 
at noon.  You do not need to be present to win.  The Kettle Quilters 
have created a beautiful queen size quilt in a colorful "Sampler" 
pattern this year.  Tickets will be sold during coffee hour, on the 
church website, and at the church office prior to the drawing.   An 
order form will also be included in the April Meetinghouse Monthly.  
All proceeds are donated to local charities that benefit women, 
children and families. 
 
CROP Walk  
Only one more week to decide whether to "Walk or Not to Walk and 
Donate!"  Next Sunday, April 10, perhaps more than a hundred of 
your fellow congregants and members of other churches will be 



gathering in our auditorium starting at 1:00 pm to register and then 
to walk at 2:00 pm.  Members of the Hunger Mission Team will be 
at Coffee Hour today to give you all the information and/or sign you 
up to walk, volunteer or sponsor a walker.  Donations may be made 
online at www.cropwalkonline.org/greenwichct or you may make out 
a check to CWS/CROP and give it to the person at the CROP Walk 
table. 
 
Youth Ministry 
JPF (grades 6-8) will meet tonight from 5:00-6:00 pm and SPF 
(grades 9-12) from 7:00-8:00. 
 
THIS WEEK 
 
Book Discussion Group 
Hats Off!, the popular women’s book discussion group, finished The 
Gospel According to Jesus Christ on March 31.  We will be starting our 
new book, Half the Sky by Nicholas D. Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn,   
this Thursday, April 7.  We meet Thursday mornings from 9:45-
11:30 am in the Lounge.  Please join us! 
 
 

NEXT WEEK 
 
Interested in Learning about Joining the Church? 
Our next New Member Class will be held on Sunday, April 10, 2011 
at 11:15 am in the Lounge.  It will last approximately two hours and 
will include lunch.  During the class, prospective new members have 
the opportunity to hear about the history and faith of our 
denomination, the United Church of Christ, and to learn more about 
our church and meet the clergy as well as staff.  Attending does not 
obligate you to join but we hope that this time together will 
strengthen you on the journey of faith.  New members will be 
received on Sunday, May 1.  Child care will be provided at both 
times.  Please feel welcome to join us.  If you are planning to attend 
or you have questions please contact Ginny Breismeister at 
ginnyb@fccog.org or 203-637-1791 ext. 26. 
 
NEWS AND NOTICES 
 

http://www.cropwalkonline.org/greenwichct
mailto:ginnyb@fccog.org


Women’s Fellowship Soup Sale Thank You 
The Women's Fellowship Committee wants to thank everyone for 
their support of our first soup sale.  Because of the generosity of the 
soup makers and the enthusiastic appetites of our community, we 
sold over 150 quarts of soup.  We are looking forward to our next 
soup sale this fall.  Thank you and Bon Appétit! 
 
Tai Chi Classes with Luis Duarte  
All are welcome!  Improve your balance, health and well-being. 
Come and experience the many wonderful benefits of Tai Chi and  
Qi Gong.  Classes are once again being held on Wednesdays at 8:00 
am as well as Thursdays at 9:00 am.  The cost is only $7/class if paid 
by the month and $8/class for “drop ins.”  Join us!  You’ll love it! 
 
News from The Rummage Room  
The response to the request for donations of Spring and Easter 
clothing, bunnies, and other Easter items has been excellent.  Thank 
you!  The word has gotten around and the shop has been full of early 
Easter shoppers so there is a need for more, more, and more!  So 
please keep digging in those closets and storage areas for donations to 
The Rummage Room.  And when you drop by The Rummage 
Room, be sure and see Maria’s and Nancy Hamilton’s Easter 
windows ... as always, they are award winners! 
Manager Maria’s Wish List:  Everything Easter; jewelry; handbags;  
children and adult shoes; small furniture; bric-a-brac; single and 
double strollers; children and adult bikes; light coats and jackets.   
Donation hours are 9:30 am to 4:30 pm Monday through Friday, 
and 9:30 am to 12:30 pm on Saturday.  Shopping hours are 10:00 
am to 5:00 pm Monday through Friday, and 10:00 am to 1:00 pm 
on Saturday. 
Attention Rummage Room Volunteers:  Remember the “Volunteer 
Breakfast” on Tuesday, April 12 from 9:00 am to 10:30 am in the 
FCCOG auditorium.  Your presence is requested by Manager, Maria 
Drieghe, and The Rummage Room Committee.   
Even though the economy is improving, there is always the need to 
raise funds for our women’s and children’s organizations.  The 
solution is simple ... the more donating and shopping at The 
Rummage Room, the more the Allocation’s Committee has to give 
away.  Let us all invest in the change we would like to see in the 



world.  It is one more way to give back to God but it is also a great 
way to regift your treasures to others.  Our interest should be in the 
future because we are going to spend the rest of our lives there.  ~ Charles 
Kettering 
 
Food Collection 
A reminder that the Food Collection Barrel will remain in the back of  
the Meetinghouse, so please contribute food each week.  Adding a 
few items to your weekly grocery store visit will make a significant 
difference at Neighbor to Neighbor.  Items currently in need at 
Neighbor to Neighbor:   

Cereal, Oatmeal, Pasta Sauce, Dried Beans (Kidney and 
Black), 100% Juice, Canned Tomatoes, Peanut Butter  
(no larger than 28 oz., please), and Jelly 

If you’ve forgotten your food items this morning, feel free to email 
fccoghungermission@gmail.com with your contact information and 
someone will pick up the food from your home and deliver to the 
Church for Neighbor to Neighbor. 
 
 

*  *  * 
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