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elcome to this Service of Worship at First Congregational 
Church.  Today is Reformation Sunday and we welcome 

our new Director of Music, Dr. Craig Scott Symons.  Please join 
us following worship for a special reception to welcome Craig 
into our church family. 

W

 

 
 

 
PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 

*All who are able please stand 
‡Seating of latecomers 

 
 

PRELUDE  Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organ 
Prelude in A minor                        Johann Sebastian Bach  

 
CALL TO COMMUNITY  

Please sign and pass the red book. 
 

MISSION TEAM OPPORTUNITY                          Donna Tagliarino 
 

PRAISING GOD 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                          Dr. David D. Young  
 
*‡OPENING HYMN AND PROCESSION 

Praise to the Living God                New Century (black) Hymnal 8 
 

OPENING PRAYER   (In Unison)  
 Your purposes 
  touch our lives 
              at the growing edge 
 O God of encouragement. 
 

 Be present to us 
       as a faith community 
 in this brief hour  
       of growth and stewardship, 
 that we might be equipped 
       for faithful living 
        in the company of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 



 
CONFESSING TO GOD 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION                                  
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 Have we been selfish?  Make us generous, Lord. 

 Have we been wasteful?  Show us how to be good stewards. 
   Have we been foolish?  Show us a wiser way. 
 Have we cheated others in order to get ahead? 

 Move us to make retribution. 
 Have we made money the number one thing in our lives? 

 Set our priorities straight. 
 
 Lord, sometimes we are confused and have doubts 

 about life. 
 Show us how to act, and teach us what is really 

 important in life. 
 Often enough we do turn from your ways, denying 

 and thwarting your love at work in other people, 
and in our families and even deeply 
 at work in ourselves. 

 Forgive us this day, O God, and restore us to right 
 relationships, through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

who taught us to pray, 
 
LORD'S PRAYER  
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil:  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever.  Amen. 

 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 
‡Congregational Response 

Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
 



 
CHIDREN’S MESSAGE                                              Rosemary Lamie 
 
SONG 
 Jesus Loves Me 
 
As the song begins, the Church School children and teachers will leave for 
their classrooms. Children in second grade and older will leave  
independently.  Children in kindergarten and first grade will meet their 
teachers at the back of the Meetinghouse (narthex) and will go to their 
classrooms as a group.  It is not necessary for parents to accompany their  
children to the classroom because there are many Hall Helpers to guide 
anyone who needs help. 
 

HEARING GOD'S WORD 
 
 

FIRST LESSON  Charlie Baird 
 

Psalms 145: 1-5, 17-21 
 

 will extol you, my God and King, 
   and bless your name for ever and ever.  

Every day I will bless you, 
I
   and praise your name for ever and ever.  
Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; 
   his greatness is unsearchable.  
 
One generation shall laud your works to another, 
   and shall declare your mighty acts.  
On the glorious splendour of your majesty, 
   and on your wondrous works, I will meditate. 
 
The Lord is just in all his ways, 
   and kind in all his doings.  
The Lord is near to all who call on him, 
   to all who call on him in truth.  
He fulfils the desire of all who fear him; 
   he also hears their cry, and saves them.  
The Lord watches over all who love him, 



 
   but all the wicked he will destroy.  
My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord, 
   and all flesh will bless his holy name for ever and ever. 
 

 
SCRIPTURE ANTHEM                                          The Chancel Choir 

How Lovely is Thy Dwelling Place                Johannes Brahms 
 
SECOND LESSON                                                       Pat Larrabee 
 

Haggai 2:1-2:9 

n the second year of King Darius, in the seventh month, on the 
twenty-first day of the month, the word of the Lord came by the 

prophet Haggai, saying: Speak now to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, 
governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, 
and to the remnant of the people, and say, Who is left among you 
that saw this house in its former glory?  How does it look to you 
now?  Is it not in your sight as nothing?  Yet now take courage, O 
Zerubbabel, says the Lord; take courage, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, 
the high priest; take courage, all you people of the land, says the 
Lord; work, for I am with you, says the Lord of hosts, according to 
the promise that I made you when you came out of Egypt.  My spirit 
abides among you; do not fear.  For thus says the Lord of hosts: Once 
again, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and the earth and the 
sea and the dry land; and I will shake all the nations, so that the 
treasure of all nations shall come, and I will fill this house with 
splendour, says the Lord of hosts.  The silver is mine, and the gold is 
mine, says the Lord of hosts.  The latter splendour of this house shall 
be greater than the former, says the Lord of hosts; and in this place I 
will give prosperity, says the Lord of hosts. 

I 

 *‡HYMN    
  Take My Life and Let It Be                 Pilgrim (red) Hymnal 404 

  
SERMON               Tipping Won’t Cut It             Dr. David D. Young 

(Third in a Stewardship Series: “Getting It Right”) 
 
 



 

RESPONDING TO GOD 
 
A PERSONAL AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                         Dana Low                
 
*Gloria   New Century (black) Hymnal 754 

Glory to God the Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  
 
 

CALL TO PASTORAL PRAYER                    Rev. Avery C. Manchester               
                     
PASTORAL PRAYER AND QUIET MEDITATION 
 
CALL TO OFFERING                                        
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM   The Chancel Choir  
 The Song Is Faith                                           Alfred Fedak  
                 
*Doxology                                 New Century (black) Hymnal 776 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all creatures 
here below; Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; One God, Triune, whom 
we adore. Amen.  Amen.  

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

GOING FORTH TO SERVE GOD  
 
*CLOSING HYMN AND PROCESSION 

God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending   
                                                  New Century (black) Hymnal 565 

 
*CLOSING SENTENCES 

 Leader:   When one has great gifts, what answer to the meaning of 
existence should one require beyond the right to exercise 
them? 

People:     If we Christians lived as we should, non-believers 
would be more astonished at our lives than at miracles. 



Leader:    Friends, let us love one another, for love is of God; and 
everyone that lives is born of God, and knows God. 

People:   It is love alone whereby we are turned to God, and 
changed into the form of God, whereby we cleave to 
God, and are made one with God.  

                                 St. John / Martin Luther / W.H.Auden / John Chrysostom 

                                         
*BENEDICTION 
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE 
 
POSTLUDE   

Final from Symphony #1                               Alexandre Guilmant   
 

 
The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be 
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, 
leadership and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us 
as children of God.  We continue to give thanks for God's guidance 
in our journey of faith. 
 
We have child care for babies and toddlers every Sunday.  Your 
children are always welcome for the entire service or for a respite time 
if needed.  Please see an usher if you need directions.  
 
The 10:00 am Service is broadcast live each week on WGCH 1490 
AM Radio.  In addition, the service is available through the church’s 
website, www.fccog.org.  A bulletin can be found there as well as a 
link to the live broadcast.  Previous sermons may also be found there. 
 
Calendar                                                                                            
TODAY 
 
Church School 
In Church School classes today, our children will learn about 
Solomon's wisdom through the bible story found in 1 Kings 3. 
Different ages look at these passages in an age appropriate way but 
they all will hear that it is good to pray to God for wisdom to know 
the difference between right and wrong.  We joyfully welcome Dr. 
Craig and thank him for visiting the Church School last Sunday! 

http://www.fccog.org/


Welcoming Dr. Craig Scott Symons 
Please join us after worship today in the auditorium for a reception to 
greet Craig Symons, our new Director of Music. 
 
Parish Nurse 
Sue Asselin, RN is available in Room 203, after the Worship Service.  
Stop in to have your blood pressure checked or discuss any health 
concerns. 
 
Flu Vaccine Clinic 11:00-11:45 am in Room 203 
The Wellness Committee will be offering season flu vaccines (this 
year’s formula includes H1N1). Vaccines will be administered on a 
first-come, first-served basis to people 18 years of age or older who 
bring payment of $30 cash or check (made out to FCCOG).  We are 
unable to bill insurances, but we will happily provide a receipt. 
Individuals under 18, should see their primary physician for the 
vaccine.  
 
Mission Team Fair 
Mission Teams give church members the opportunity to grow 
spiritually while serving God in the community.  From a mission 
project in Guatemala to working with animals through pet therapy, 
there are many ways to get involved.  Visit us during Coffee Hour to 
find out more details and to sign up. 
 
Women’s Fellowship Bulb Sale 
Our Amaryllis bulbs have arrived!  The Amaryllis and Paper Whites 
make wonderful gifts for indoor planting and children love to see 
them grow.  We have more Tulips and Daffodils for you or to be 
donated to beautify our church grounds.  Come see us at coffee hour! 
 
Greeters Needed! 
If you can smile and say “Good morning” we need you to help us  
welcome everyone to worship on Sunday mornings.  Please sign up to  
help at coffee hour.  You’ll be contacted by email with available dates.  
Please help.  You’ll be glad you did! 
 
Youth Ministry 
Join us tonight for our Y! programs.  Fellowship for those in grades  
 



 
6-8 (JPF) is from 5:00-6:00 pm and grades 9-12 (SPF) meets from 
7:00-8:00 pm. 
 
Youth Choir 
Youth Choir will rehearse today from 11:15 am–12:15 pm in the 
Choir Room.  
 
Bible Study 
Bible Study this week will resume our study of the Ten 
Commandments and also consider some of the commandments that 
didn’t make the top ten list.  We’ve been having excellent discussions 
about these ancient, but still valid, commandments for living –
interpreting them in light of our own 21st century context.  Join the 
fun today at 11:15 am or Tuesday at 7:30 pm.  And what is that 
business about nakedness at the end of Chapter 20? 
 
NEXT WEEK 
 
Welcoming Reception for Susan Murtha 
Join us for an Open House welcoming Susan Murtha to the First 
Congregational Church on Saturday, November 6 between 5:00 – 
6:30 pm in the auditorium.  
 
NEWS AND NOTICES 
 
Wonderful Wednesday - November10  
Be sure to join us at our next Wonderful Wednesday on November 10. 
Details will be in the upcoming November Meetinghouse Monthly.  
It will be another “wonderful” time! 
 
Literacy Mission Team 

“Behold, I will do something new, Now it will spring forth; Will you  
not be aware of it?  I will even make a roadway in the wilderness,  

Rivers in the desert.”  Isaiah 43-19 
 

Are you interested in making a difference in someone’s life?  The 
Friends of the Byram Shubert Library need volunteers to meet one 
on-one with an English as a Second Language member of our 



community.  You will meet once a week for 45 minutes and spend  
time talking, reading, and dealing with language problems together.  
The time and day is up to you!  If interested, please contact  
Mary-Ann Assing at 203-532-0082 or mazalman@aol.com. 

International Mission Team to Volunteer in Guatemala with 
Project Common Hope 
The International Mission Team is planning its second trip to 
Antigua, Guatemala next February to volunteer with Project 
Common Hope.  Last year's group found this an immensely 
rewarding trip — no special skills required, just willing hands and 
open hearts.  We have room for 6 more volunteers, but we need 
commitments very soon, by Nov 8th at the latest.  This trip, from 
February 19th to 26th, 2011, is separate from the SPF trip in 
February.  This is primarily an adult trip, but teenagers traveling with 
their parents are welcome.  Call Kathy Fraser at 203-637-1060 right 
away to learn more. 

Tai Chi Classes with Luis Duarte  
All are welcome!  Improve your balance, health and well-being.  
Come and experience the many wonderful benefits of Tai Chi and Qi 
Gong exercises.  Classes are held on Wednesdays at 8 am and  
Thursdays at 9 am. Only $7 per class if paid by the month and $8 
per class for “drop ins.”  Join us!  You’ll love it! 
 
Book Discussion Group 
Hats Off!, the popular women’s book discussion group, meets every 
Thursday from 10:00 to 11:30 am in the church lounge.  All are 
welcome.  For details, call Marcia Livingston at 203-625-0772. 
 
Rummage Room News 
Election Day 50% Off Sale:  On November 2nd everything in the 
shop will be on sale except Thanksgiving items.  You don’t want to 
miss the opportunity to find Christmas gifts of exceptional quality for 
all your family and friends at exceptional prices.  The Rummage 
Room will open at 10:00 am and close at 5:00 pm.  Donations may 
be dropped off between 9:30 am to 5:00 pm Monday through 
Thursday and 9:30 am to 1:00 pm on Fridays and Saturdays. 
Wish List for November:  Thanksgiving items are always in demand 

mailto:mazalman@aol.com


throughout November.  Please search your closets and pantries for 
treasures you would be willing to donate.  And remember…only 
donate items that are in good condition and that you would consider 
buying if you had a need.  Thank you.  Other donations needed are:  
handbags, shoes, nice wearable clothing, new items that can be used 
for Christmas presents, jewelry, and bric-a-brac.  
Rummage Room Mission Statement:  All proceeds go to Women 
and Children's Organizations locally, nationally and 
internationally to help support their many needs.  It is especially 
important around the holidays that we provide this support.  Where 
better can you have the satisfaction of buying something you like and 
then having the proceeds go to worthwhile causes? 
This is the season for thankfulness.  Cicero once said:  “A thankful 
heart is not only the greatest virtue, but the parent of all other virtues!”    
 
Food Collection  
A reminder that the Food Collection Barrel will remain in the back of 
the Meetinghouse throughout each month, to encourage month-
round contributions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Food Collection  
A reminder that the Food Collection Barrel will remain in the back of 
the Meetinghouse, so please contribute food each week.  Adding a 
few items to your weekly grocery store visit will make a significant 
difference at Neighbor to Neighbor.  Items currently in need at 
Neighbor to Neighbor: 
 

Cereal 
Oatmeal 

Pasta Sauce 
Dried Beans (Kidney and Black) 

100% Juice 
Canned Tomatoes 

Peanut Butter (No larger than 28 oz., please) 
Jelly 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

108 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich, Connecticut, 06870 
203-637-1791 

www.fccog.org                                    
 
Ministers:  Members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich  
Senior Pastor:  Rev. Dr. David D. Young 
Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry:  Rev. Mark D. Montgomery 
Associate Pastor for Christian Education:  Rev. Susan Murtha 
Minister of Communication and Adult Education:  Rev. Daniel B. England 
Minister of Pastoral Care:  Rev. Avery C. Manchester 
Director of Music:  Dr. Craig Scott Symons 
Director of Church School:  Rosemary Lamie 
Director of Membership:  Ginny Breismeister 
Director of Publications:  Barbara Wilkov 
Parish Nurse:  Susan Asselin, RN 
Pastors Emeriti:  Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Rev. Sally Colegrove 
Director of Music Emeritus:  Dr. John Stansell 


	Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
	31 October 2010
	The First Congregational Church of Greenwich

