
 
 

 
 
 

 

Sunday, June 14, 2020 
10:00 am 

 



 

 
 
 

If you are virtually joining us this morning, we want to welcome you!  
We hope this live stream finds you in good health. 

 
 
 

FIRST CHURCH CONNECTS WITH YOU DURING THE WEEK: 
 
Sunday:  10 am Worship – Live stream on YouTube or on radio at WGCH 
 (actual radio stations are 1490 AM or 105.5 FM).  

Download the bulletin HERE and join us and others in virtual 
fellowship. 

Monday:   Music on Mondays (e-blast by Craig Symons) 
Wednesday:  Wisdom on Wednesdays (e-blast by Rev. Patrick Collins) 
Thursday:   Faith Formation at Home for All and Faith Formation for Children, 

Youth and Families (e-blasts by Rosemary Lamie, Director of Faith 
Formation) 

Friday:  Fridays on Facebook (live @ 3:00 pm with Rev. Patrick Collins) 

 
Please make sure your email is on our list of recipients. If you are not on our 
mailing list, send your address to dalindar@fccog.org. Thanks! 

_________________________ 
 

Please note:  
First Church and The Rummage Room remain closed until further notice. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be open and 
affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership, and 

employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.  
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith. 

 
Welcome to this service of worship at The First Congregational Church of 

Greenwich. Please join us in the auditorium after worship for our Community 
Hour. 

 
Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices. 

 
Please let an usher know if you would like a Bible during the service.  

We are happy to provide one upon request. You may also get one  
from the bookshelf across from the sound booth room. 

 



 

NOTICE OF THE 349TH ANNUAL MEETING 
 
The 349th Annual Meeting of the First Congregational Church of Greenwich, Old 
Greenwich, CT, is hereby called for Sunday, June 28, 2020, at 11:00 AM EDT. Due to State 
of Connecticut COVID-19 guidance and the need for social distancing, the meeting will be 
held electronically via Zoom.us: 

• To hear the Annual Reports of the Pastors, Officers, Committees, Organizations and 
Departments; 

• To approve Minutes of prior congregational meetings in the past year; 
• To amend the By-Laws as recommended by the Church Council; 
• To elect Officers for the ensuing year; 
• To adopt the budget for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2020; 
• To authorize the Church Council to borrow approximately $180,000 for up to 15 

years from the General Endowment for replacement and repairs of the heating 
system for the church buildings; and 

• To transact such other business as may properly come before the meeting. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR JOINING THE ANNUAL MEETING VIA ZOOM.US 
 
Topic: FCCOG Annual Meeting 
Time: June 28, 2020 at 11:00 AM EDT 
 
To join the Zoom meeting using a high-speed internet connection with Video and Audio 
using a computer, tablet or smartphone: (recommended method), click HERE. If you have 
already installed the Zoom App, please click HERE. 
Enter the following information: 
Meeting ID: 841 1291 5419 
Password: 635709 
 
To join by Telephone with Audio Only: 
Dial: 1 (646) 558-8656  
Meeting ID: 841 1291 5419 
Password: 635709 
 
This meeting may be recorded for purposes of the taking of Minutes. 
 
For those who are new to using Zoom, and for those who would like some extra practice 
using Zoom, we will hold a practice session on Saturday, June 27th at 11:00 AM EDT.  If you 
would like to take advantage of this practice session, please e-mail rickderr@sbcglobal.net 
to request the zoom.us instructions for this session.  



 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
CALL TO COMMUNITY Rev. Patrick Collins 

• Using your Smartphone messaging app, text FCCOG Donate to 73256 
• OR click HERE to access the online giving webpage 
• OR scan the QR code below using your Smartphone’s QR reader 

 

COMMUNITY CONNECTION Neighbor to Neighbor 
 
CALL TO THE ANNUAL MEETING Rick Derr 
 
PRELUDE Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organist 
Aria Semplice Sigfrid Karg-Elert 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP Rev. Patrick Collins 

One:  In the name of the Creator, the rooted presence of the soul, the name of 
Christ, the pulse of life, and the name of the Spirit, the breath of life we 
gather.  

All:  The earth is filled with God’s presence.  
One: Christ, we come into your presence today to worship in this sanctuary called 

Earth,  
All:  A planet filled with your presence, quivering among the trees, vibrating 

in the land, pulsating in the wilderness, shimmering in the rivers.  
One:  God, reveal yourself to us in this place and show us your face in all creation.  
All: The earth is filled with God’s presence. 
 
HYMN  
Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty 
 

Praise ye the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation! 



 

All ye who hear, now to his temple draw near; 
join me in glad adoration! 
 

Praise ye the Lord, who o'er all things so wondrously reigneth, 
shelters thee under his wings, yea, so gently sustaineth! 
Hast thou not seen how thy desires e'er have been 
granted in what he ordaineth? 
 

Praise ye the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him! 
Let the amen sound from his people again; 
gladly for aye we adore him. 
 
GATHERING PRAYER (in unison)  
God, our Creator, whose glory fills our planet, help us to discern your vibrant 
presence among us, especially in the mysteries of the life-giving trees. Help us 
to recognize that all of your creation is suffering. Lift our spirits to rejoice with 
your creation and all the creatures of the earth. In the name of Christ, who 
reconciles and renews all things in creation. Amen. 
 
SOLO Carol Woodman, soprano 
The Lord’s Prayer Albert Malotte 
 
FIRST LESSON Andrea Woodman Osker 
Eliot’s Oak Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

Thou ancient oak! whose myriad leaves are loud 
With sounds of unintelligible speech, 
Sounds as of surges on a shingly beach, 
Or multitudinous murmurs of a crowd; 
With some mysterious gift of tongues endowed, 
Thou speakest a different dialect to each; 
To me a language that no man can teach, 
Of a lost race, long vanished like a cloud. 
For underneath thy shade, in days remote, 
Seated like Abraham at eventide 
Beneath the oaks of Mamre, the unknown 
Apostle of the Indians, Eliot, wrote 



 

His Bible in a language that hath died 
And is forgotten, save by thee alone. 
 

SOLO Carol Woodman, soprano 
He’s Always Been Faithful arr. Tom Fettke 
 

SECOND LESSON  
Genesis 18: 1-15 (The Message) 
God appeared to Abraham at the Oaks of Mamre while he was sitting at the 
entrance of his tent. It was the hottest part of the day. He looked up and saw 
three men standing. He ran from his tent to greet them and bowed before them. 
He said, “Master, if it please you, stop for a while with your servant. I’ll get some 
water so you can wash your feet. Rest under this tree. I’ll get some food to refresh 
you on your way, since your travels have brought you across my path.” 

They said, “Certainly. Go ahead.” 

Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. He said, “Hurry. Get three cups of our 
best flour; knead it and make bread.” 

Then Abraham ran to the cattle pen and picked out a nice plump calf and gave it 
to the servant who lost no time getting it ready. Then he got curds and milk, 
brought them with the calf that had been roasted, set the meal before the men, 
and stood there under the tree while they ate. 

The men said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” 

He said, “In the tent.” 

One of them said, “I’m coming back about this time next year. When I arrive, your 
wife Sarah will have a son.” Sarah was listening at the tent opening, just behind 
the man. 

Abraham and Sarah were old by this time, very old. Sarah was far past the age for 
having babies. Sarah laughed within herself, “An old woman like me? Get 
pregnant? With this old man of a husband?” 

God said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh saying, ‘Me? Have a baby? An old 
woman like me?’ Is anything too hard for God? I’ll be back about this time next 
year and Sarah will have a baby.” 

Sarah lied. She said, “I didn’t laugh,” because she was afraid. 

But he said, “Yes you did; you laughed.” 



 

MESSAGE Rev. Patrick Collins 
The Scars That Define Us 
  
MULTIMEDIA REFLECTION 
All Things Bright and Beautiful The Chancel Choir 
 John Rutter 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Rev. Patrick Collins
  
PRESENTATION OF HYMNALS Carolyn Paulus 
 
HYMN  
I Danced in the Morning 

I danced in the morning when the world was begun, 
and I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun, 
and I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth. 
At Bethlehem I had my birth. 
 
Refrain: 
Dance, then, wherever you may be; 
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he, 
and I'll lead you all, wherever you may be, 
and I'll lead you all in the dance, said he. 
 
I danced for the scribe and the Pharisee, 
but they would not dance and they would not follow me. 
I danced for the fishermen, for James and John. 
They came with me and the dance went on. (Refrain) 
 
They cut me down and I leapt up high. 
I am the life that will never, never die. 
I'll live in you if you'll live in me, 
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he. (Refrain) 
 
BENEDICTION Rev. Patrick Collins 
 



 
MUSICAL RESPONSE Carol Woodman, soprano 
Lead Me, Guide Me 
 
POSTLUDE 
Corale Sigfrid Karg-Elert 
 

All hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved. 

 
To the Graduating Seniors of First Church! 

 
William (Billy) Goggins 

Will Grunow 
Margaret (Maggie) Jacoby 

Mariel Laffan* 
James Mair* 

Thomas Mair* 
Lauren Mickley* 
Elizabeth Mohn* 

JQ Norrgard* 
Emma Olmsted* 

Taylor Pratt 
Wenhao Ruan* 

Kendall Schrohe 
Catherine Ziac 

 
*Youth Choir Member 

 
 



 

 
GREAT NEWS!!! 

 
Thanks to our wonderful, generous, engaged congregation, we now have 303 pledges!   
 
The Stewardship Committee is deeply grateful to everyone who helped us meet our 
participation goal at this difficult time.   
 
A special "thank you" to Donna Hascher and Paul Ghaffari who kept making calls and 
sending emails until we reached our goal.   
 
Appreciatively, 
 
The Stewardship Committee  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
108 Sound Beach Avenue • Old Greenwich CT 06870 

203-637-1791 • www.fccog.org 
 

 
Ministers:  The members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich  
Senior Pastor: Reverend Patrick Collins 
Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care: Reverend Avery C. Manchester 
Minister of Music: Dr. Craig Scott Symons 
Director of Faith Formation: Rosemary Lamie 
Director of Church Administration and Finance: Steve Summerton 
Director of Membership: Ginny Breismeister 
Parish Nurse: Susan Asselin, RN 
Director of Preschool: Darla Kohler Steiner 
Preschool Administrative Assistant: Melanie Garnett 
Administrative Assistant: Wendy Spezzano 
Communications Specialist: Dalinda Rioseco 
Database Administrative Assistant: Sue Wilder 
Pastors Emeriti: Reverend Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Reverend Sally Colegrove 


