
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Open House/Rededication Sunday 
Sunday, October 20, 2019 

10 am 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be open and affirming; 
open to all for participation, membership, leadership, and employment, and 

affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.  
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith. 

 
Welcome to this service of worship at The First Congregational Church of Greenwich. 

Please join us in the auditorium after worship for our Community Hour. 
 

 

Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices. 
 

 

Please let an usher know if you would like a Bible during the service.  
We are happy to provide one upon request. 

 
 



c d 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Rededication Sunday, October 20, 2019 
 
PRELUDE Dr. Craig Scott Symons, Organist 
Fanfare Kenneth Leighton (1929-1988) 
  
CALL TO COMMUNITY Reverend Carla Dietz 
 Dr. Craig Scott Symons 

(please sign and pass the red fellowship pad found at the end of your row.) 
 

REDEDICATION OF THE MEETINGHOUSE 
Reverend Carla Dietz:  
We join together today in joy and gratitude. The 
Spirit has been with us as we have ventured into new 
ways of being church, growing the community 
within and without these walls. 
 

Council Representative Rick Derr:  
This day we celebrate the great faith of many people 
and of God’s presence as we rededicate this 
beautiful building which houses the body of Christ. 
 

Deacon Representative Andrea Woodman Osker: 
For ministry of Word and Sacrament for rituals and 
traditions we treasure we proclaim God’s Grace to all.  
 

All:  
Today we rededicate this church  
 

Reverend Patrick Collins:  
For comfort to those who mourn, for strength to 
those who struggle, for celebration with those who 
are joyful, for giving and receiving counsel. 
 

All:  
Today we joyfully rededicate this church  
 

Education Representative Donna Hascher:  
For learning about and discerning God’s will for our 
lives, for forming faith in community, for passing on 
the faith.  
 

All:  
Today with open arms, eyes, ears and speech we 
rededicate this church. 
 

 
 

Welcoming Representative Ginny Breismeister:  
For encouraging one another, for good works and 
good food, for joy and laughter, fellowship and ever-
widening Christian hospitality. 
 

All:  
Today with laughter and a sense of recognition of 
one another, we rededicate this church. 
 

Outreach Representative Pat Mendelsohn:  
For speaking dissent when wrong is done, for 
speaking peace when violence threatens, for giving 
voice and action to God’s justice and mercy.  
 

All:  
Today in humility and respect for those in need, 
we rededicate this church. 
 

Architects Allen Ross, Alicia Armbruster, 
Contractors Joe Faugno, Mario Pimpinella:  
Wood and steel, brick and drywall, windows and 
doors, bodies and brains, wise stewardship and 
generous givers. 
 

Buildings & Ground Representatives Steve 
Summerton and Richard Jenkins:  
For all the many hours of meetings, measuring  
and concern. 
 

All:  
Today we acknowledge the work that has been 
done and rededicate this church.  
 
 
 
 



Reverend Avery C. Manchester:  
God, you choose to dwell in us and build us up as 
your holy temple. Live in us and empower us. 
Guide us and let us serve you as a Christ-
centered community committed to your justice 
and peace, your beauty and hospitality.  

All:  
We rededicate ourselves to all things good in 
the name of the people of this Church, who 
serve the One who created us all.  Thanks be 
to God!

 

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT Philip and Abby Wentworth 
 

INTROIT The Chancel Choir 
Keep Your Lamps Andre Thomas (b. 1952) 
 Tom Trenney, conductor 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP* Reverend Patrick Collins 

One:  God’s word is sweeter than honey, enduring through the ages.  
All:  Our lives are short. Even so, we grow weary. 
One:  Come, engage the Source of Life. Here are wisdom and energy.  
All:  We come into God’s house that is a refuge. 
One:  Come, rest in God’s presence and renew your spirit.  
All:  We will dine on God’s word, and drink of the Holy Spirit. 
 

HYMN* 
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit. 
*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
INVOCATION (in unison) Reverend Patrick Collins 
Empowering God, 
you breathed and Earth was formed, Adam and Eve were created, 
and so began our story. 
We come to be in your presence, 
to breathe in your breath, 
to think with your mind, 
so we may evermore live in your way.  
Meet with us here, we pray. 
Give to us the inspiration, 
the wisdom, and the will 
to do your work and continue your story in the world. So help us, God. Amen.  

 
BAPTISM 
Lillianne Gartner, daughter of Jim and Jenny Gartner 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for 
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

Children will now leave to go to their Church School classrooms. Parents are welcome to accompany their children 
to their room and return to the service when they are able. All classrooms except 6th grade are on the Preschool 
level.  Baby Nursery & Toddler Room in Red Door; 3- & 4-year-olds in Blue Door; Kindergarten & 1st Grade in 
Rainbow Door; 2nd Grade in Gold Door; 3rd grade in Purple Door; 4th & 5th Grades in the Green Door; 6th grade in 
Rick’s Room around the corner from the Lounge. 



HEBREW SCRIPTURE Helen Ingraham 
Psalm 119:97-104  

Oh, how I love your law! 
    It is my meditation all day long. 
Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, 
    for it is always with me. 
I have more understanding than all my teachers, 
    for your decrees are my meditation. 
I understand more than the aged, 
    for I keep your precepts. 
I hold back my feet from every evil way, 
    in order to keep your word. 
I do not turn away from your ordinances, 
    for you have taught me. 
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
    sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
Through your precepts I get understanding; 
    therefore I hate every false way. 
 
ANTHEM The Chancel Choir 
O Love Elaine Hagenberg (b.1979) 
  
GOSPEL Reverend Carla Dietz 
Luke 18:1-8 

Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give 
up. He said: "In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared what 
people thought. And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, 
'Grant me justice against my adversary.' 

"For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, 'Even though I don't fear God or care 
what people think, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, 
so that she won't eventually come and attack me!'" 

And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God bring about justice 
for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell 
you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will 
he find faith on the earth?" 

 
MESSAGE Reverend Carla Dietz 
She Persisted 
 
 



HYMN*  
We’ve Come A Long Way, Lord 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Reverend Patrick Collins 
(praise for who God is, with thanksgiving for what God does and with requests for God to heal, transform) 
 
CALL TO OFFERING Laura Erickson 
Using a Smartphone? Text FCCOG Donate to 73256 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM The Chancel Choir 
Let Us Not Become Weary Benjamin Kornelis (b. 1963) 
 Linnea Conley, mezzo soprano 
 
DOXOLOGY* 
(offering praise and thanksgiving for meeting our needs and using us to bring God’s mission to the world.) 

 
 
DEDICATION OF THE OFFERING* Laura Erickson 
 

*All who care to, please rise in body or spirit. 



HYMN* 

How Firm A Foundation 
 

GODSPEED TO THE GILBERTS Ginny Breismeister 
 

BENEDICTION* Reverend Carla Dietz 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE* 
 

POSTLUDE  
Improvisation  Tom Trenney, organist 
 

The flowers today are given in loving memory of Pat DeHaven by her family. 
 

Directly following the service, one of our pastors will remain in the Chapel 
to be available to anyone who has a pastoral care concern. 

Verse 1: All 
Verse 2: Women 

Verse 3: Men 
Verse 4: Round 

Verse 5: All 



A Note about Welcoming Children 
  

To our parents: God put the wiggle in children… do not feel you have to suppress it during worship. The 
presence of children is a gift to the church, which offers hope for all. Jesus said, “Let the children come to 
me.” At First Church we believe that the way we welcome children in worship directly affects the way they 
respond to God, the church, and to one another. To the members of our congregation, please know that a 
smile of encouragement is always welcome to parents with small, active children. 
 

For those who are interested, we do have child care available for babies and toddlers every Sunday, for the 
entirety of the church service, in the preschool classrooms. For toddlers and preschoolers who stay in church, 
there is a “PrayGround” in the back of the chapel with a rug and a few quiet play things. Chairs and rocking 
chairs are reserved for parents to supervise their children if you do not need to be on the rug with them. There 
are also additional children’s books on the bookshelves near the back of the chapel. 
 

Radio Ministry 
The 10:00 am service is broadcast live each week on WGCH 1490 AM Radio. In addition, the 
service is available through the church’s website at www.fccog.org. A bulletin is there as well 

as a link to the live broadcast. Previous sermon recordings are also available. 
 

All services are now live-streamed on YouTube.com. Search for First Congregational Church of 
Greenwich and subscribe to our channel. 
 

  

NEWS & NOTICES 
TODAY 

Church School 
Regular Church School today: Baby and Toddler Room continues in the Preschool Red Door 
Classroom. 3's and 4's are in the Blue Door and can be dropped off before the service begins. 
During the service, please feel free to bring your preschool-age children to the “PrayGround” in 
the Chapel. 

 
Choir Rehearsals Today 
Cherub Choir: Rainbow Room (Lower Level) 11:15-11:45 am 
Children’s Choir: Music Room (3rd Floor) 11:15 am -12 pm 
Youth Choir: Choir Room (3rd Floor) 11:15 am -12:15 pm 

 
Mindful Self-Compassion Workshop with Karen Pacent 
11:15 am – 12:15 pm in Rick’s Room 
Self-compassion is a learned practice which teaches us to become a good friend to ourselves when we need it 
most. It allows us to become an inner ally rather than an inner enemy. Hundreds of research studies show that 
self-compassion is strongly related to well-being in adults. Its benefits include less anxiety, depression, and 
stress; greater happiness and life satisfaction; better coping skills; and better relationships. 
 

Parish Nurse 
Sue Asselin, RN, is available for blood pressure screenings and health consultations following 
today’s worship service, in her office (to the right of the Auditorium stage). During the week, she 
is available by appointment, which can be made by calling extension 821. 

 



From the Stewardship Committee 
In Matthew 6:3, Jesus says “but when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know 
what your right hand is doing.”  Perhaps this is why the vital and important work of the 
church is not well known.  

 

You can come to church for years and not know that Women’s Fellowship selects about 40 charities annually 
to receive support.  Last year, First Church gave $158,700 to shelter the homeless, feed the food insecure, 
promote literacy, provide job training, help the elderly, and more.  

You can be a member here for years and not know that 100% of the proceeds from the Christmas tree sales 
go to charity. You can be a member here for years and not know about the meal trains or letters to veterans 
or how often our pastors visit the sick.  

Your pledge makes the vital and important work of the church possible.  Please pledge this year to help us 
achieve new heights in outreach, faith formation, worship, and hospitality to welcome our neighbors into the 
First Church family.  

To make your pledge, please visit www.iamfirstchurch.com.  If you prefer, you can email your pledge to 
Steve Summerton at steves@fccog.org or send via mail to the church office.  

 
UPCOMING 

 

Ever wish you could be part of a musical... but don't have experience? 
Barefoot Theater is looking for theater and music lovers to perform in Godspell in the 
Meetinghouse this spring.  

Auditions: Monday, October 21, 6:15-8 pm AND Tuesday, October 22, 6-8 pm in the Meetinghouse 
Any age is welcome, and any experience in the theater is welcome! You don't even have to be a member of 
the church! Contact bdryoung61@gmail.com for more info. 
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OPEN ENROLLMENT FOR 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR NOW OPEN! 
PRE-SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE TOUR DATES 

Thursday, October 24 at 9:45 am and 7:00 pm 
 

NEW PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN AGES 2-5 FEATURING OUR NATURE CLASSROOM 
For more information, please visit www.firstchurchpreschool.org or contact Melanie at melanieg@fccog.org. 

 
A time for faith formation, prayer, yoga, meditation labyrinth, fellowship, catching up with 
friends and making new ones.  Please RSVP Rosemary (rosemaryl@fccog.org) or go to 
MYFIRSTCHURCH to sign up.  
When: Saturday, November 2 - Sunday, November 3  
Where: Stony Point Center, Rockland County, NY 
Cost: $175 (including meals) 
 

Collection Drive for Homes for The Brave 
The Women’s Fellowship is sponsoring a Veterans Day drive in support of ABRI-Homes for 
the Brave in Bridgeport.  

As recipients of the Women’s Fellowship grant process, we have been made aware of the wonderful work that 
is done in support of female veterans and their children, as well as the significant challenges they face.  
We will be collecting items on Sunday, November 10th, Veterans Day weekend.  

The following is a list of top needs: 
• Blankets (Twin/Full) 
• Bras (various sizes – NEW ONLY) 
• Coffee & Powdered Creamer 
• Sugar/Non-Calorie Sweetener 

• GBT Bus Tokens 
• Gift Cards ($25 Walmart, grocery or dept. 

store, gas, $10 Subway/Dunkin/Food) 

Many more items listed at www.fccog.org under Ministries/Women’s Fellowship. We hope you will join us in 
our support of this important drive. 

 

NEWS FROM THE RUMMAGE ROOM 
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich • 203-637-1875 

www.fccog.org/about-us/the-rummage-room 
 

Thank you to everyone who has been donating this week. We have been receiving some lovely donations. 
 

If you’re still looking for a Halloween costume or decorations, stop by as we still have lots of fun items. 
 

Manager Leanne’s Wish List: 
Ladies Dresses, Handbags and Jewelry 

 
Shop Hours: 

Monday-Friday 10 am - 5 pm 
Saturdays 10 am - 1 pm 

Donations accepted: 
Monday-Thursday 9:30 am - 4:30 pm 
Friday & Saturday 9:30 am - 12:30 pm

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 
108 Sound Beach Avenue • Old Greenwich CT 06870 

203-637-1791 • www.fccog.org 
 

 

Ministers:  The members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich  
Interim Senior Pastor: Reverend Carla Dietz 
Associate Pastor: Reverend Patrick Collins 
Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care: Reverend Avery C. Manchester 
Minister of Music: Dr. Craig Scott Symons 
Director of Family Ministries: Rosemary Lamie 
Director of Church Administration and Finance: Steve Summerton 
Director of Membership: Ginny Breismeister 
Parish Nurse: Susan Asselin, RN 
Director of Preschool: Darla Kohler Steiner 
Administrative Assistant: Wendy Spezzano 
Communications Specialist: Dalinda Rioseco 
Database Administrative Assistant: Sue Wilder 
Pastors Emeriti: Reverend Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Reverend Sally Colegrove 


