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CALENDAR 
January 2019 

 

 
See inside for a complete 

calendar. 

Jan 6 
Church Quarterly 
Meeting 

Jan 9 Women’s Fellowship 

Jan 13 Special Meeting 

Jan 16 Church Council 

Jan 21 Building Closed 

WORSHIP WITH US 

Every Sunday at 10 AM 

FCCOG declares itself to be open and 
affirming: open to all for 

participation, membership, leadership, 
and employment, and affirming of all 
who wish to join us as children of God. 
We continue to give thanks for God’s 

guidance in our journey of faith. 

Scenes from Our First Church  

Holiday Season 
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A Note from the Interim Senior Pastor 
Dear Friends, 

You will receive this note in 2019, a year that is sure to be exciting, spirit filled and (no doubt) filled with political rhetoric 

as we head toward the 2020 elections. Director of Family Ministries Rosemary Lamie, and I had a conversation recently 

about how we as a church, and as individuals, can benefit from continued education on how to listen to each other more 

effectively and perhaps more compassionately. The theological justification for this might be that when you read the Bible, 

noticeably, Jesus spends a greater amount of time listening to the needs and requests of others than he does actually talk-

ing. Yes, he talks plenty and profoundly, but mostly it is after he has been confronted with an issue or situation that begs a 

response. Jesus was an active person but he was first and foremost responsive. He listened.  

It’s so easy to take cheap shots at people and views with which we disagree. In the heat of debate, it is wise to take a 

deep breath, after listening fully, before responding. This is my goal for the year. Perhaps together, we can make a pact 

to listen to each other more effectively and compassionately this New Year. Blessings and peace, Pastor Carla 

“Differences of Opinion” by Wendy Cope 

He tells her that the earth is flat – 

He knows the facts and that is that. 

In altercations fierce and long 

She tries her best to prove him wrong. 

But he has learned to argue well. 

He calls her arguments unsound 

And often asks her not to yell. 

She cannot win he stands his ground. 

The planet goes on being round. 

Peace & grace, 

 Your Interim Senior Pastor, Carla  

Christmas Tree Update 

The 2018 Christmas Tree & Wreath Sale was a huge success! Approxi-

mately 150 church members, community friends and charity partners 

worked together to raise funds for six local agencies that are meeting 

critical needs. Financially, the Christmas Tree & Wreath Sale netted 

approximately $30,000 for this First Church Outreach project. We will 

make grants to our 2018 designated charities: Kids in Crisis, The Den 

for Grieving Children, Building One Community, BackCountry Jazz, 

Soundwaters Young Mariners STEM Academy and Pacific House Young 

Adults Program.  

Thank you to all our volunteers, many of whom worked multiple shifts 

during the sale. A special thank you to Rev. Patrick Collins, Charlie Gin-

ste, Bill DeHaven, Mario Lotufo, Gia Burton, Bob Mendelsohn, Jan Thal-

heim and Peter Grunow (with extra hands) who were on the scene from the set-up through the final takedown. Special 

thanks also to Alida Meyers and her dedicated team of wreath makers who contributed to the success of the sale. 

To all of you who purchased one of our 460 trees and 200 wreaths, thank you very much. Your participation was integral 

to the success of our project. —Pat Mendelsohn, Outreach Chair 
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Any questions or comments? 

Email donna.hascher@gmail.com 

Church Council News 

Save the Date: Quarterly Meeting of Members 

First Church’s Quarterly Meeting of Members will take place Sunday, January 6, in the Auditori-

um, directly following the service. Grab a cup of coffee and come hear about the final phase 

of the Capital Campaign, a recap of our Stewardship progress, and highlights of our Outreach 

projects during the fall. 

Hurricane Disaster Recovery Trip December 2018 

On September 10th, 2017, Hurricane Irma passed through Volusia County, 

Florida, less than a year after Hurricane Matthew. Irma re-traumatized 

Volusia County residents still recovering from Matthew. 

In October 2018 there was an insert in the church bulletin with information 

on UCC Hurricane Recovery efforts. Their website (www.ucc.org/

disaster_disaster-volunteers) lists ongoing efforts and how to help whether 

through donations or volunteering. 

I contacted VIND (www.floridavind.org), which stands for Volusia Inter-

faiths/Agencies Networking in Disaster. VIND offers Volusia County resi-

dents assistance through long-term disaster recovery.  

I had been thinking of going on a mission trip and it just so happened I had 

a week off and VIND was able to put together a project and housing for 

me. There’s a song by Matthew West called “Do Something”. It’s about a 

person who gets fed up with poverty, injustice, hunger, etc, and asks God 

why he doesn’t do something. God responds, “I did, I created You”. 

The homeowner is a single woman in her 70’s. A tornado tore the roof off her home and the wind and rain destroyed 

much of the interior. I assisted 2 general contractors who VIND had contracted to install kitchen cabinets and counters, 

pantry, sills and frames for windows, hang doors, kitchen floor and baseboards. 

The homeowner and I shared several conversations of the events and how much she had been through. It really stood out 

that her faith has seen her through this ordeal. She said over and over how blessed she is and how thankful she is to VIND 

and all the volunteers. —Gordon Assing 

Notice of a Special Meeting 

A Special Meeting of the First Congregational Church of Greenwich, Old Greenwich, CT is 

hereby called for Sunday, January 13, 2019, immediately following the church service, to vote 

on the motions brought forward by the Building & Grounds Committee and approved by the 

Church Council. Note: Childcare will be available in the Church School for children during the 

meeting. —Car Westbrook 

mailto:donna.hascher@gmail.com
http://www.ucc.org/disaster_disaster-volunteers
http://www.ucc.org/disaster_disaster-volunteers
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Health & Wellness 

Wishing You a Healthy & Safe New Year  

Happy New Year 2019! The members of the Wellness Committee wish you and your loved ones a wonderful 

year ahead, full of blessings and good health. We thank you for your support of the services and educational 

programs planned and presented by our committee. I would like to acknowledge the members of the Wellness 

Committee and express my gratitude toward them for their assistance and support with programs that help us 

all live healthier lives - physically, spiritually, emotionally, and in relationship with one another. We also take a 

look at the church through the lens of safety, and consider ways to improve the safety of all who attend our 

church or visit our building. The members are: Ros Brady, Carol Deering, Mary Ann Duff, Paul Kretschmann, 

Betsy Kreuter (Chair) and Ruth Reed. The next time you talk with one of them, please join me in thanking them 

for their contributions to the congregation’s wellness.  

As a safety initiative, we will soon be providing training to the church staff and to interested lay leaders (such 

as ushers, deacons, and Church Council members) for emergencies in the form of threats from the outside world, 

including active shooter situations. We pray we will never need to use such training, but much like learning CPR, 

many believe that preparation is prudent. And while no single preventative measure is guaranteed effective, 

our chances of a better outcome is improved with knowledge. Please pray with me that we can continue to be 

open and welcoming, while also protecting our beloved church family. May God guide us in our decisions and 

keep us from acting solely out of fear. May we be thoughtful and calm, and make wise decisions.  

I would like to thank a few ladies with whom I have had the privilege of working closely: Maryann Assing, Chair 

of Caring Ministries, for which I am one of the staff liaisons, oversees many ministries that touch people’s lives 

and let them know that our church cares. Linnea Stenberg has been chairing the Visiting Committee, for which I 

am the staff liaison. She coordinates visits for parishioners who have difficulty getting to church. Linnea has also 

been instrumental in coordinating poinsettia and Easter lily deliveries to our church members who are ill or 

homebound or possibly grieving during the holidays. Sheila Bennett organizes the Prayer Shawl Committee to 

produce beautiful shawls to present to those who could benefit from a blanket of prayers. Dorothy Mueller, a 

Stephen Minister and Licensed Psychologist, has been faithfully facilitating the Caregiver’s Support Group, 

which meets monthly here at church. There are many others unnamed that perform small acts of kindness on be-

half of Caring Ministries, and in the name of Christ. Thank you all for your contributions of care for your fellow 

human beings. 

Coming up soon, at a Community Hour in late January: The Wellness Committee will host a Healthier Coffee 

Hour, with some ideas for making healthy snack choices. Ongoing Wellness programs include blood pressure 

screening, Medicare Part D counseling, Caregiver’s Support Group, a lending library of books and tapes, Par-

ish Nurse home care eligibility assessment, and informative support for any positive lifestyle changes. If you 

would like your blood pressure taken, or you have any health related concerns or questions, stop in to see me or 

call me at extension 821. My hours are Sundays from 11 am to 12 pm, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 10 am to 3 

pm, by appointment. My office is located to the right of the Auditorium stage, and up a few steps. If you are 

interested in joining the Wellness Committee and have some healthful ideas to share, please contact me, Sue 

Asselin, Parish Nurse, at extension 821. We especially need volunteer health professionals to take blood pres-

sures on occasional Sundays when the nurse is unavailable. Wishing you wellness of mind, body, and spirit in the 

coming year!  —Sue Asselin, RN 
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Music & Arts 

Church School & Faith Formation 

Sunday Afternoons Live 2019 Schedule 
Our popular Sunday Afternoons Live series is held in the acoustic splendor of the First Church Auditorium. Each Sunday at 

4 p.m., a wonderful performance by outstanding local and national artists will surely delight all in attend-

ance. Refreshments and light sweets are included in your $25 admission. As always, school-age children are free! 

Sunday, February 17 - Rimantas Vingras, piano 

Lithuanian born, London based pianist Rimantas Vingras presents a solo piano recital on the Victor Borge Steinway. 

Rimantas has accompanied violinist Edita Orlinyte in previous Sunday Afternoon Live concerts.  

Sunday, February 24 - Tod Hedrick, viol da gamba 

This small ensemble will perform mixed repertoire for voice and period instruments, with a narrative that guides the audi-

ence from the sounds of the Middle Ages to the time of J.S. Bach.  

Sunday, March 3 - ‘Scape Trio 

Versatile and dynamic, ‘Scape Trio engages the senses on the concert stage, NYC’s finest art galleries, and adds musical 

flair to private events. Enjoy the variety of their performances with music from Baroque to Contemporary!  

Sunday, March 10 - Off Sounders 

The Off Sounders is a men’s a cappella singing group that has been performing in the Greenwich area and beyond since 

1956. The group’s repertoire includes traditional, contemporary, spiritual, classical, jazz, pop, show tunes, good old rock 

and roll, country western and seasonal music. 

Church School Calendar for January 
January 6– Regular Church School 

January 13 - Regular Church School 

January 20 - Martin Luther King, Jr Weekend - Service Sunday – One room. Church School program in the Daniels Center 

for ages 5 – 10. Older children are welcome to join in or be helpers.   

January 27 - Regular Church School 

Summer…Already! Silver Lake Registration Opens in January 
It’s cold outside, but Silver Lake staff are already dreaming of summer 2019. Check 

out the 2019 Summer Conference Brochure and start dreaming of which conference 

you will attend. It should be online by the time you receive this Meetinghouse Month-

ly. Many kids from First Church have gone to camp at Silver Lake and loved it! It is in 

nearby Sharon, CT and the camp sessions are each only a week long - perfect for a 

first time sleep away camper. Campers must be going into the 4th grade in Septem-

ber 2019 through high school. All sessions are grouped by age and there really is 

something for everyone. 

Download the brochure online at www.silverlakect.org. Also, look around their website for lots of info about Silver Lake. 

Registration opens January, 2019! If you have been to Silver Lake before, start looking for the brochure in your mailbox 

the first week of January. 

http://www.silverlakect.org
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Kettle Quilters 

Start the new year with a new activity and try quilting! The next Women’s Fellowship 

raffle quilt is completed and ready for the Annual Meeting. We are already cutting 

fabrics and piecing the top of the 2020 quilt. Come and see how the triangles, squares 

and rectangles fit together. Basic sewing skills are a must and all are welcome. We 

meet every Monday in the Binney Conference Room from 9 - noon. 

News from the Rummage Room 

191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich (203) 637-1875 

The Best Little Shop In Town reopens at 10 am Thursday, January 2.  Your donations of winter clothing would be 

very appreciated. 

Thought for 2019:  Let us now leave 2018 in the silence of the past but continue to give thanks to those who 

helped so much! May we have the same great support from our shoppers, donors, and volunteers in 2019 so the 

Allocations Committees will again be able to give help to those in need both near and far. 

Shop Hours: 10 am to 5 pm, Monday thru Friday; and Saturday 10 am to 1 pm. 

Donation Hours: 9:30 am to 4:30 pm, Monday thru Thursday; and Friday & Saturday, 9:30 am to 1 pm. 

 

Church Life 

First Church Preschool: Space Available in 2-Year-Old Program 

Limited spaces are available in our program for 2s set to begin January 

14, 2019. Class will meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9 AM – 12 PM. 

Children must already have turned 2 years of age by December 31, 2018. 

Program will include weekly Music Together classes and time on our Nature 

Classroom, as well as sensory, art, physical development, language devel-

opment, and social experiences. Maximum group size of 8 children with 2 

dynamic, bilingual teachers. Open house information and tour day on 

Thursday, January 3, 2019 at 10 AM. Email us at darlak@fccog.org to let us know you will at-

tend the tour and visit our website at https://firstchurchpreschool.org/2s/ for more details.  

The Perfect Summer Camp for Your Preschooler! 

The First Church Preschool’s Summer Program begins June 17 and runs through July 26. More 

details will be coming soon. Check the First Church Preschool’s website at firstchurchpre-

school.org for more information. 

mailto:darlak@fccog.org
https://firstchurchpreschool.org/2s/
http://firstchurchpreschool.org
http://firstchurchpreschool.org
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Hats Off for January 

First Church’s Hats Off reading group has chosen its first read for 2019: My Dear Hamilton: 

A Novel of Eliza Schuyler Hamilton, by Stephanie Dray and Laura Kamole. 

 “At its heart, My Dear Hamilton is very much a love story filled with betrayal, sacrifice, loy-

alty and forgiveness. Eliza is mostly known as the wife of Alexander Hamilton, however, 

there’s so much more to this woman with a compelling life story.” 

Please join us as we start the New Year with this thought provoking historical novel. We 

begin on Thursday, January 10th in the lounge from 10a.m.-11:30. 

Call Jean Bruder ( 203-661-1685) for info on securing your copy.  

Announcing the 2019 “Souper Bowl” Sunday Soup Sale 

Calling all cooks! It’s time to show-off your soup-making skills once again by volunteering to make and donate a 

quart (or quarts) of soup or chili to benefit the FCCOG Women’s Fellowship! The sale will take place in the audi-

torium on Sunday, February 3, 2019 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Quarts of homemade soup and chili will be sold for 

$10 each. Please sign up to donate after church in the auditorium beginning Sunday, January 6th and continuing 

for the next several Sundays. Restaurant-style food containers will be available when you sign up. You may also 

sign up in the church office. This annual event has proven to be easy, inexpensive and popular for both those 

who love to cook and those who love to eat! This is the only Women’s Fellowship fundraiser for the year. Please 

contact Sue Wilder at swilder102@gmail.com or Jenny Gartner at jenniferhgartner@gmail.com for more infor-

mation. 

Avery’s Book Corner 

I would like to recommend for the month of January a recent publication by Ann Lamott—

Almost Everything: Notes on Hope. Enjoy these refreshing reflections, written in the style only 

she can write. 

Church Calendar Highlights: 

January 2019 

Jan 1: Building Closed 

Jan 2: Deacons Committee 7 pm 

Jan 6: Church Quarterly Meeting, 11 am 

Jan 8: Pastoral Care, 11 am 

Jan 9: Women’s Fellowship, 1 pm 

Jan 10: Personnel, 7:30 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Jan 13: Special Meeting, 11 am 

Jan 14: Refugee Task Force, 1pm 

Jan 14: Rummage Room Committee, 1 pm 

Jan 16: Preschool Board, 9 am 

Jan 16: Church Council, 7 pm 

Jan 21: Building Closed 

 

mailto:swilder102@gmail.com
mailto:jenniferhgartner@gmail.com
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Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care: Rev. Avery C. Manchester, averycoe@aol.com 
Director of Music: Dr. Craig Scott Symons, craigs@fccog.org 
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The First Congregational Church of  Greenwich 
Founded in 1665 

FCCOG Giving Tree: 

H.O.M.E. and Pilgrim Towers 

First Church expertly packed its Giving Tree gifts in the Reed’s car without space 

to spare and delivered them to H.O.M.E (Homeworkers Organized for More Em-

ployment) in Maine. These gifts are truly a blessing to those who have so little. The 

Christmas party at the senior center was hosted by Rosemary and our children, 

and a wonderful time was had by all. Thank you again for your generosity with 

your gifts. Thanks to those who helped with these projects of love. 

http://www.fccog.org/
mailto:carlad@fccog.org
mailto:MeghanY@fccog.org
mailto:averycoe@aol.com
mailto:craigs@fccog.org
mailto:rosemaryl@fccog.org
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mailto:wendys@fccog.org
mailto:ginnyb@fccog.org
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mailto:darlak@fccog.org
mailto:vanceb@fccog.org

