The First Congregational Church of Greenwich
Founded in 1665

First Sunday of Advent
27 November 2016
10 o’clock in the morning

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership,
leadership, and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us
as children of God. We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance
in our journey of faith.
Welcome to this service of worship at The First Congregational
Church of Greenwich on this Harvest Sunday morning. Today we
give thanks for all the ways God has blessed our lives and, in our
gratitude, we gather food to share with those who are in need in our
community. We are glad that you chose to be with us in song, prayer
and thankfulness this morning.
______________________________________________________
PREPARING FOR WORSHIP

Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices.
*All who are able please stand.

PRELUDE
Savior of the Nations, Come

Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organ
J. S. Bach (1685-1750)

CALL TO COMMUNITY

Rev. Patrick Collins.

(Please sign and pass the red Fellowship Pad found at the end of your pew.)

PRAISING GOD
CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:
People:
Leader:
All:

Come, let us go into the house of the Lord!
Let us give thanks to the Lord, for that is our joyful
duty.
For the sake of sisters, brothers, and friends, I will say,
“Peace be within you.”
For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will
pray for your good.

CHORAL INTROIT

* HYMN
O Come, O Come Emmanuel

Pilgrim (red) Hymnal 110

GATHERING PRAYER (in unison)
God of forgiveness and mercy, hear our prayer as we confess
our shortcomings and guilt. With moments so critical, we
let time ‘just go by.’ With deliverance so near, we linger in
the darkness. With Christ as our armor, we yet fear the
unknown foe. With the night having passed, we still hesitate
to greet the new day. O God, lead us forth, that the moment
may be met. Dispel the shadows, so that your will may be
clear. Clothed with light and new life in Christ, let us go
forth as those who are awake.
LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE
Bob and Pat Mendelsohn
Bill, Elizabeth and Henry DeHaven
All:

Loving God, thank you for the peace you give us
through Jesus. Help us prepare our hearts to receive
Him. Bless our worship. Guide us in all that we say and
do. We ask it in the name of the one born in Bethlehem.
Amen.

MUSIC DURING
CANDLE LIGHTING
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

The Palmer Handbell Choir
Arr. Douglas Wagner (b. 1952)

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
William Jay Narvaez, son of Christie Ann Narvaez
and Joseph Narvaez, II
BAPTISM PRAYER (in unison)
Gracious God, giver of life, you have called us by name, and
pledge to each of us your faithful love. We pray today for your
blessing on William Jay Narvaez, that you will watch over him
and guide him as he grows in faith. Remind us of the promises
of our own baptism, and renew our trust in you. Make us strong
to obey your will and to serve you with joy, through the power

of your Holy Spirit. All of this we pray as Jesus taught us
saying,
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory forever. Amen.
BAPTISMAL RESPONSE
Child of Blessing,
Child of Promise

New Century (black)
Hymnal 325

Child of blessing, child of promise, baptized with the
Spirit’s sign;
With this water God has sealed you unto love and grace
divine.
Child of God, your loving Parent, learn to know whose child
you are.
Grow to laugh and sing and worship, trust and love God
more than all.
(Following the Baptismal Response the children and their teachers
will gather for an all-age event in the Daniels Center.)
HEARING GOD’S WORD
FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 2: 1-5

There’s a day coming
when the mountain of God’s House
Will be The Mountain—
solid, towering over all mountains.
All nations will river toward it,
people from all over set out for it.
They’ll say, “Come,
let’s climb God’s Mountain,
go to the House of the God of Jacob.

Barbara Norrgard

He’ll show us the way he works
so we can live the way we’re made.”
Zion’s the source of the revelation.
God’s Message comes from Jerusalem.
He’ll settle things fairly between nations.
He’ll make things right between many peoples.
They’ll turn their swords into shovels,
their spears into hoes.
No more will nation fight nation;
they won’t play war anymore.
Come, family of Jacob,
let’s live in the light of God.
ANTHEM
E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come

--The Message

The Chancel Choir
Paul Manz (1919-2009)

Peace be to you and grace from Him
who freed us from our sin, who loved us all,
and shed his blood that we might saved be.
Sing holy, holy to our Lord, the Lord almighty God.
Who was and is, and is to come; sing holy, holy Lord.
Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein.
Rejoice on earth, ye saints below.
For Christ is coming, is coming soon
For Christ is coming soon.
E'en so Lord Jesus quickly come
And night shall be no more.
They need no light, no lamp, nor sun
for Christ will be their All!
SECOND LESSON

Matthew 24: 36-46

“But the exact day and hour? No one knows that, not even heaven’s
angels, not even the Son. Only the Father knows. The Arrival of the
Son of Man will take place in times like Noah’s. Before the great
flood everyone was carrying on as usual, having a good time right up
to the day Noah boarded the ark. They knew nothing—until the
flood hit and swept everything away.

“The Son of Man’s Arrival will be like that: Two men will be working
in the field—one will be taken, one left behind; two women will be
grinding at the mill—one will be taken, one left behind. So stay
awake, alert. You have no idea what day your Master will show up.
But you do know this: You know that if the homeowner had known
what time of night the burglar would arrive, he would have been
there with his dogs to prevent the break-in. Be vigilant just like that.
You have no idea when the Son of Man is going to show up.
“Who here qualifies for the job of overseeing the kitchen? A person
the Master can depend on to feed the workers on time each day.
Someone the Master can drop in on unannounced and always find
him doing his job. A God-blessed man or woman, I tell you. It won’t
be long before the Master will put this person in charge of the whole
operation.”
--The Message
SERMON
Keep Alert!

Rev. Avery C. Manchester

* HYMN
Watchmen, Tell Us of the Night

Pilgrim (red) Hymnal 109

PASTORAL PRAYER

Rev. Patrick Collins

RESPONDING TO GOD
CALL TO OFFERING

Barbara Norrgard

OFFERTORY ANTHEM
The Chancel Choir
Watchmen, Tell Us of the Night
Alan Hovhaness (1911-2000)
Thomas Woodman, bass
* DOXOLOGY
Pilgrim (red) Hymnal 515
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all
creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
* PRAYER OF DEDICATION

GOING FORTH TO SERVE GOD
* HYMN
There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy

Pilgrim (red) Hymnal 101

* BENEDICTION
* CHORAL RESPONSE
POSTLUDE
Savior of the Nations, Come

J. S. Bach
***

Flowers in the Meetinghouse this morning have been given in
memory of her parents by Car Westbrook.
Flowers in the Meetinghouse this morning have been given in
celebration of the baptism of William Jay Narvaez from your family.
God bless you. We love you.
Directly following the service, one of our pastors will remain in the
Chapel to be available to anyone who has a pastoral care concern.
_____________________________________________________
We have child care for babies and toddlers every Sunday in the
Preschool classrooms. Your children are always welcome in child care
for the entire worship service or for a respite time if needed. We also
now have two rows in the back of the chapel reserved for parents
with infants or little ones who are not ready for the Nursery where
the parents can be comfortable and still be part of worship. Please
see an usher if you need help finding either of these locations.
The 10:00 am Service is broadcast live each week on WGCH 1490
AM Radio. In addition, the service is available through the church’s
website: www.fccog.org. A bulletin can be found there as well as a
link to the live broadcast. Previous sermons may also be found there.

NEWS AND NOTICES
_____________________________________________________
TODAY

Church School
Today is the First Sunday in Advent. At the appropriate time in the
service, we will gather for an all-age event in the Daniels Center for
advent wreath making and other advent related activities. “678” are
welcome to help the younger children. The 3’s and 4’s are welcome in
Child Care. Next week we begin a three week advent curriculum in all
classes.
Today’s Choir Schedule
No Cherub or Children’s Choir
Youth Choir: 11:15 - 12:15 Meetinghouse
UPCOMING

Advent Craft Workshop
The Church School Task Force’s annual Advent Craft Workshop is
December 4 from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. in the Daniels Center. This very
popular event has many options for making your own gifts and
decorations. This year we have made an effort to have something for
adults as well. Let's make this truly intergenerational and join the fun!
See you later!
Casting Call for Christmas Eve Pageants
On Christmas Eve, there are three opportunities to be in a Nativity
Pageant: 10 am, 3 pm, and 6 pm. There are no speaking parts. If you
know which service you plan to attend and if you or your child(ren)
would like to give it a try, please email RosemaryL@fccog.org. There
is a rehearsal at 3 pm on December 23 for the 3 and 6 pm pageants.
And 9:15 am Christmas Eve for the 10 am service.
First Church Giving Trees
The giving trees are empty! Thank you in advance for your gifts for
those at H.O.M.E. and Pilgrim Towers! Wrapped gifts are due back
to the church by December 4th. You can bring your gifts to the
church office anytime or to church on the 4th. Please log in your gift
in the binder.

First Church Christmas Party
Please join us for a joyous evening of food and fun on Saturday,
December 10th at Zody’s 19th Hole, 451 Stillwater Ave., Stamford
from 6 to 9 pm. The cost is $40 per person, which includes wine,
beer and soda and generous hors d’oeuvres. Please RSVP by
December 3rd. Visit FCCOG.org for reservations and payment or
contact Ginny Breismeister at ginnyb@fccog.org or Prill Meyer at
prillmeyer@optonline.net or call the church office. See you there!
Messiah Tickets Are on Sale!
The 50th annual Messiah performance will take place on Saturday,
December 10, at 4:00 pm. Tickets for the concert are $25 and are on
sale now in the church office Monday through Friday between 9:00
am and 4:00 pm. If you would like to order tickets, please call the
church office during normal business hours, request that tickets be
reserved for you, then send a check to the church, made payable to
FCCOG. Your tickets will be available at the door on the day of the
performance.
Quarterly Informational Meeting of Members:
Sunday, December 11
Please join the Church Council for the Quarterly Informational
Meeting of Members in the Auditorium following worship on
December 11. We’ll give everyone an opportunity to get
refreshments and greet friends before beginning our informal
meeting at 11:15. This is your chance to hear the latest church news,
ask questions and give your input to church officers, so don’t miss it!
Women’s Fellowship Board Expansion
Women’s Fellowship is seeking to expand our Board leadership to
relieve outgoing President Annette Bergh. The group generally meets
once per month and meeting times can be flexible. Meetings involve
updates and discussion on programs & ongoing activities as well as
updates from the Rummage Room and the Women’s Fellowship
Outreach Committee, which allocates the proceeds from the
Rummage Room. If you are interested, please contact Laura Erickson
at (203) 698-3267.

Prayer Shawl Ministry Needs You!
After a brief hiatus, the Prayer Shawl Ministry is seeking volunteers.
Many members of the congregation, their families and friends have
embraced these beautiful shawls during the most difficult of times.
With gratitude to those who have knitted and those who continue to
knit, we are hoping to welcome new members to the Ministry. All are
welcome. If you’re not a knitter, but would like to tie on the fringe,
or sew on labels, you’re welcome to join us! If you have been knitting
shawls, or would like to knit shawls or participate in the process,
please email Sheila Bennett at sheilabennett@optonline.net. Sheila
will be coordinating a meeting in the coming weeks.
News from The Rummage Room
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich
Monday November 28: The Christmas Shoppe is open and filled
with goods for your delight. You need Christmas gifts? We have gifts!
You need decorations? We have decorations! You need Holiday
clothing? We have clothing! Plus there are Christmas cards, toys,
stuffed animals, wrapping paper, spools of ribbon, Christmas trees,
ornaments galore, wreaths, Christmas stockings, and music boxes.
Mgr. Leanne's Wish List: Children's winter coats.
Shop Hours: 10-5 pm Monday-Friday & 10-1 pm Saturday.
Donation Hours: 9:30-4:30 Monday-Thursday, & 9:30 - 12:30
Friday and Saturday
Saturday, December 3: First Light in Old Greenwich, 5:00 to 8:00
pm. The Rummage Room and most shops in Old Greenwich will be
open for shopping and fun. Come visit The Rummage Room for
cookies and cider, Christmas Carols and plenty of good shopping.
Christmas items come out daily so come often.
Saturday, December 10: Last day for donations until Monday,
January 2, 2017.
Friday, December 16: Come in anytime during the day for our
Annual Holiday party for goodies and good cheer between 10:00 am
and 5:00 pm.
Saturday, December 17. The Rummage Room will close at 1:00
pm and reopen on Monday, January 2, 2017 at 10:00 am.
Thought for December: Let us remember to make our lives a
mission and not an intermission during the Holiday Season and to
also remember that seven days without God makes one weak!

Next Week at First Church
Sunday, December 4
Second Sunday in Advent
Richard S. DenUyl, Jr., preaching
Music by The Chancel Choir
I Believe (Arr. Mark Miller)
Linnea Conley, mezzo soprano
Advent Carol (Peter Neidmann)
Music by The Palmer Handbell Choir
O Come, O Come Emmanuel (arr. Douglas Wagner)

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Christmas Memorial/Honor Flowers and Decorations
The Chancel Committee invites contributions for decorations for the
Meetinghouse this Christmas. Any amount is welcome. Please
deliver the completed form with your check to the Church Office
(payable to the First Congregational Church Flower Fund) on or
before Sunday, December 11. Thank you.
In Memory/Honor of
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
By
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
Enclosed is my check in the amount of $_______________
Please print names legibly to minimize spelling errors.
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