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Time Capsule 

Leaning into the Future… 
SAVE THE DATE:  Mark your calendars for a celebration on  

Music and Friendship Sunday - April 24, 2016.  
 

A special worship service followed by a fellowship brunch.   
Invite your friends and neighbors.  All are invited.   
Don’t miss this milestone Sunday! 

The celebration for our 350th Anniversary isn’t over... 
it’s just moving forward… 
 

Plans are now underway for the creation of a TIME CAPSULE  
to be opened in 2065 during our 400th Anniversary year! 

 

During the April 24 celebration, members of the congregation will be 
invited to deposit their hopes and dreams for the future of our church 
in this time capsule. 

 

Stay tuned for more details about this very exciting project.  If you’d like to be a part of the 
planning group, please contact Pat Mendelsohn at Patmendelsohn@aol.com or Richard 
DenUyl at 203-637-1791 ext. 34. 

mailto:Patmendelsohn@aol.com
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By Rev. Meghan D. Young 
 

Dear Friends, 

 
Lent is about showing up. 

 

We follow Jesus into the wilderness where he was tempted, and we attempt through spiritual discipline to 

confront our own wildernesses to enter a deeper relationship with God.  We pray and proceed with Jesus on 

the way to Jerusalem and to his death on the Cross on Good Friday.  There is hope, there is grief, there is 

the fear of the unknown, and there is the breaking of bread.  We make this Lenten journey, all the while 

keeping an eye toward the Resurrection. 

 

We enter Lent, the forty-day period between Ash Wednesday and Easter (Sundays are excepted), to prepare, 

as individuals, but, more importantly, as a community.  It is more than just a season of fasting and  

abstinence; it is a positive opportunity for significant spiritual growth.  We rededicate ourselves to spiritual 

disciplines (prayer, worship, scripture study, that which grounds us spiritually) and make them a bit more 

intentional as a means to restore vibrancy, life, and passion in our relationship with God.  We support each 

other in this wilderness journey, making it part of the spiritual rhythms of our living.  In short, we are  

hoping to make our hearts and souls bigger, to create more space for God in our lives.  As the writer Jan 

Richardson, wrote, “Lent begins with ashes and invites us into a time of stripping away all that distracts us from 

recognizing the God who dwells at our core.  Reminding us that we are ashes and dust, God beckons us during 

Lent to consider what is elemental and essential in our lives.”  

 

Last year on Good Friday, I found myself sitting around a table in a church hall breaking bread.  I looked 

up and I saw my church family, the congregation I served.  At the table we were sharing stories and tears 

and laughter and worship.  We were vulnerable, having walked through a wilderness journey that began 

long before Lent.  It was a wilderness that had held the unknown, fear, sadness, pain, and dysfunction.  It 

was also a wilderness that had been full of love, kindness, compassion, and hope against hope.  I looked up, 

at a community that had been transformed, now gathered in a holy moment.  I saw God’s beloved family, 

and I got it.  Lent, is so much more than a series of Sunday and Holy Week rituals – an annual parade of 

symbols, markers, and sign posts in our faith.  It is this beautiful, scary, wondrous, gift.  It reminds us of the 

essential aspect of what it is to be a Christian:  repentance, metanoia in Greek, turning one’s life around, the 

putting off of the old self and the putting on of the new.  We get to enter the wilderness, to grieve, to walk 

towards joy, to be transformed and reoriented towards God.  We get to show up for each other and God, 

because that’s what we do, when we love someone.  

 

This Lent, show up for your faith, try out new spiritual practices, attend a worship service you’ve never been 

to before.  Discover, grow, experiment, challenge yourself, and reconnect.  This Lent, show up, and allow 

the grace of God to wash over you. 
 

Faithfully, 
 

 

Speaking Pastorally 

Meghan 
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Nights Off and Women’s Fellowship Annual Tea 

See more photos on our website at fccog.org/photo-gallery/  

http://www.fccog.org/photo-gallery/
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Musical Notes    
 

 

Sunday Afternoons Live 
4:00 pm each Sunday in February 

Held in the Auditorium, tickets are $20 for each performance.  
Concert-goers enjoy hot coffee/tea and sweets in an intimate atmosphere  

with outstanding musical guests from around the world. 

 

February 7:  Trident Ensemble – A Hidden Song 

Trident is a collaboration of nine critically acclaimed vocalists dedicated to unparalleled ensemble 
performances throughout New York City.  Each singer is an outstanding soloist in their own right; 
together, they will present a program described as: “From clandestine Catholics to Soviet subversives, 
music gives voice to the voiceless, and reveals the secrets of the soul.” 

 

February 14:  Evelina Puzaite, piano 

Lithuanian-born pianist, Evelina Puzaite, is an internationally-recognized performer of natural sensitivity 
and strong charisma.  She has performed extensively throughout Europe, including Italy, France, Greece, 
Sweden, Poland, Lithuania, as well as in Russia, Israel, and the USA. 

 

February 21:  Students from Music and Mentoring House 

Founded and run by acclaimed American soprano, Lauren Flanigan, Music and Mentoring House 
provides hands-on mentoring, coaching, professional introductions, and a safe place for artists coming to 
study, audition, or transition to New York City.  Lauren will bring several of her students to share a 
wonderful vocal program with us. 

 

February 28:  ‘Scape Trio 

Joseph Dermody, Adriana Maria Pera, and Nicole Sharlow had been performing in and out of New York 
City for over a decade when they established ‘Scape Trio in 2007.  This trio will perform some of the great 
masterworks for strings. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                                                                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

Evelina Puzaite 

Lauren Flanigan 

Trident Ensemble 

‘Scape Trio 
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Lent & Easter 2016 
 

Lent is a time of preparation, self-examination, penitence, and special devotion for all Christians as we prepare 
for the celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus. Lent is an invitation to join together as God’s people, and to 
explore how we can shape our lives in the way of Jesus. It is a time of intensification of the movement which is 
the spiritual rhythm of our lives. Join us in worship, faith, formation, and mission, as we walk in the wilderness to 
prepare to celebrate the new life and good news of Christ’s resurrection. 
 

February 10:  Ash Wednesday 
7:30 PM, Sanctuary 
Communion and Imposition of Ashes 
 

Sermon Series: “Engaging the Wilderness” 
It is often in those places where our faith collides with the realities of our contemporary world 
and society, that we most find ourselves in the wilderness. Join us throughout Lent as we seek to 
engage those difficult questions and practices of our faith that the “wilderness” raises. 

February 14: First Sunday in Lent 
February 21: Second Sunday in Lent 
February 28: Third Sunday in Lent 
March 6: Fourth Sunday in Lent 
March 13: Fifth Sunday in Lent 

 

Holy Week 
March 20: Palm Sunday 
Festival of palms, remembering Jesus’ entry to Jerusalem. 
 

March 24: Maundy Thursday 
6 PM-8 PM, Auditorium 
“Soups & sides” supper and communion, followed by a Tenebrae service in the sanctuary. 
 

March 25: Good Friday 
12 PM, Cross Walk  
Meet at the church as we walk the cross down to the point. We will be stopping along the way 
to pray for our community and the world. 
8 PM, Good Friday Service of Readings and Music 
The Chancel Choir 
 

March 26: Holy Saturday 
10 am – noon, Daniels Center 
Family Event (Parents and children of all ages) 
How did we get here? What will tomorrow bring? 
Experience the meaning of Easter; bring your eggs to dye (we have all the supplies) 
 

March 27: Easter Sunday 
6:30 AM, Sunrise Service, Tod’s Point 
Communion and Music from the Youth Choir 
9 AM, Easter Worship, Sanctuary 
11 AM, Easter Worship, Sanctuary 
with Music from the Chancel Choir, brass, timpani, and organ 
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From the                     … a Heart to Heart                                by Sue Asselin, RN 
 
 

 
February is National Heart Month, and it’s always a good time to review the warning signs of a heart attack 
or stroke.  This information, and much more, can be found at www.heart.org. 

 
Warning Signs of Heart Attack: 
 
 Chest discomfort.  Most heart attacks involve discomfort in the center of the chest that lasts more than a 

few minutes, or that goes away and comes back.  It can feel like uncomfortable pressure, 
squeezing, fullness or pain. 

 Discomfort in other areas of the upper body.  Symptoms can include pain or discomfort 
in one or both arms, the back, neck, jaw or stomach. 

 Shortness of breath with or without chest discomfort. 
 Other signs may include breaking out in a cold sweat, nausea or lightheadedness. 
 Women are somewhat more likely than men to experience symptoms other than chest pain, such as  

shortness of breath, nausea/vomiting and back or jaw pain. 
 
Some heart attacks are sudden and intense - the "movie heart attack" where no one doubts what's happening. 
But most heart attacks start slowly, with mild pain or discomfort.  Often people affected aren't sure what's 
wrong and wait too long before getting help.  Remember this:  Even if you're not sure it's a heart attack, have 
it checked out.  Fast action can save lives.  Don't wait - call 9-1-1. 

 
Warning Signs of a Stroke - F.A.S.T. is an easy way to remember the 
sudden signs of stroke: 
 
F  -  Face Drooping - one side of face droops or feels numb. 
A  - Arm Weakness - one arm is weak or feels numb. 
S  -  Speech Difficulty - Slurred speech, trouble repeating a simple  
        sentence like “The sky is blue.”  
T  - Time to Call 9-1-1 if you notice any of these symptoms, even  
        if they go away. 
 
Calling 9-1-1 is almost always the fastest way to get lifesaving treatment.  Emergency medical services (EMS) 
staff can begin treatment when they arrive, up to an hour sooner than if someone gets to the hospital by car. 
EMS staff are also trained to revive someone whose heart has stopped.  Patients with chest pain who arrive by 
ambulance usually receive faster treatment at the hospital, too.  It is best to call EMS for rapid transport to the 
emergency room. 

 
Other Matters of the Heart: 
 
Greenwich Hospital is sponsoring a talk on heart arrhythmia management on February 9, 6:30 to 8:00 pm, in 
the Noble Auditorium.  Eric Bader, MD, will discuss new state-of-the-art cardiac testing technologies to diag-
nosis abnormal heartbeats, also known as arrhythmia.  These tests can help pinpoint appropriate treatment 
options, including medications, pacemakers, implantable cardioverter defibrillators, and cardiac ablation or 
surgery.  Register at www.greenwichhospital.org by clicking “about us” and then “classes and events.” 

 
Continued on the next page… 

 

http://www.heart.org
http://www.greenwichhospital.org
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Associate Pastor Search Committee Update 
 

Our committee completed the associate pastor job description and updated church profile, and posted the 
opening with the UCC the last week in January.  For the online listing under UCC Employment  
Opportunities, we also had to create a one paragraph “ad,” which reads as follows: 
 

We are a 350-year old progressive community church seeking a full time Associate Pastor.  FCCOG has a  
congregation of committed members, excellent music, education for all ages and a long history of mission outreach.  
We seek an Associate Pastor who is an organized self-starter with skill and passion for all pastoral opportunities, 
and who will engage, inspire and grow our youth and family ministries.  Our ordained (or soon to be ordained) 
candidate will provide primary leadership to the confirmation class, church school program and youth programs.  
In addition, this is an opportunity to work with our senior pastor whose dynamic and collegial leadership style 
will allow you to grow and develop your ministry.  The on-campus parsonage offers an easy walk or bike ride to 
the village, beach, recreational facilities, library, and train station with service to New York City.  First  
Congregational Church of Greenwich is a joyful community diverse in spiritual backgrounds and beliefs, a  
neighborhood church home that welcomes all, celebrates life, and is a place for people in time of need.  We seek an 
Associate Pastor who is warm, approachable and able to connect with the congregation, the public and fellow staff 
members, with good humor and grace. 

 

On Sunday February 21 we will host an informal Coffee and Conversation in the Auditorium from  
9:15-9:45 am, prior to worship.  Come chat with members of the committee – no agenda, just friendship 
and fellowship! 
 

Our committee continues to meet biweekly, and, of course, we continue to encourage everyone to share 
your thoughts and questions with any one of us:  Betsy Kreuter, Carolyn MacLea, Joe McBride, Kellie 
Norrgard, Pam Speer (chair), Jan Thalheim, Richard DenUyl.   

 

From the Parish Nurse - continued from the previous page... 
 

Looking ahead to March, an opportunity to be part of a safer church: 
CPR training - Saturdays, March 5 & 12  
CPR Certification Classes, including the use of an AED (defibrillator), will be offered for church members 
and others who frequent our church.  Classes are appropriate for new and seasoned CPR students.  We are 
grateful that Greenwich EMS will again be providing the training at a reduced fee, so that there is no cost to 
participants.  Each class is 9:00 am to 12:00 noon.  Participants need only attend one class.  Please contact 
your parish nurse at extension 21 if you are interested in participating in this opportunity to help others.  
 

Coming in March…Tuesday, March 15, 10:00 to 11:15 am 
Food for Thought - Using Food Labels to Make Healthy Choices.  
Denise Addorisio, a Registered Dietitian from Greenwich Hospital, will be speaking about interpreting food 
labels.  Learn which fats are the healthiest; which carbohydrates are more desirable, and much more.  The 
Wellness Committee will offer nutritious refreshments.  Seating is limited so please RSVP to your parish 
nurse at extension 21. 

 

The Red Cross Blood Drive previously scheduled for February 6 has been rescheduled due to 
scheduling issues at the Red Cross.  The new date is Wednesday, April 6, 1:00 to 6:00 pm in 
the Auditorium. Look for more info closer to the date. 
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                 Avery’s Book Corner 

 

 

 

 

February Responsibilities and Assignments 

Memorial Services: 

Paul Kretschmann - Jan 31-Feb 6 

Paul Kretschmann - Feb 7-13 

Pat Larrabee -  Feb 14-20 

Donna Hascher - Feb 21-27 
 

Offertory & Dedication 10 am: 

Paul Kretschmann - Feb 7 

Prill Meyer - Feb 14 

Phil Bradford -  Feb 21 

Bobbie Hopkins - Feb 28 
 

February 7 Communion: (All 8 Serve) 

 

Donna Hascher - Capt. 

Johann Thalheim - Set up 

Paul Kretschmann - Set up 

Pat Larrabee - Set up 

Eric Schless - Set up 

Barbara Norrgard - Clean up 

Prill Meyer - Clean up 

Bobbie Hopkins - Clean up 
 

 

 

Deacon Assignments:                                                    
 

Invocation 
Paul Kretschmann 

 

Hospital Notes  
Sherry Myer 

 

Fellowship Hour: 

1st 2 weeks: Stewardship 

2nd 2 weeks:  Wellness Committee 
 

 

Just in time for Lent, I recommend What the Mystics Know:  Seven Pathways to Your Deeper Self  by  
Richard Rohr, the bestselling author of The Naked Now.  It is a great study. 

 

“Drawing from the best and most poetic of Richard Rohr’s 
essays from nearly a quarter of a century, each chapter in this 
new collection examines one of the seven core mystical truths. 
Organized according to the mystical paths that every wor-
shiper must follow, Rohr identifies the despair of everyday 
life, promotes opportunities for change even in the face of 
pain, thereby transforming one's deeper self into a beacon of 
light that aids in the perpetual metamorphosis of others.  
Illuminating these insights with reflections on Christian and 
Jewish scriptures while citing the greatest religious writers 
throughout the ages, Rohr offers an unparalleled window into 
the wisdom of the mystics, within a succinct volume that rep-
resents the best treasury of his vast library of writing. “ 
 
“Broadly divided into seven categories including enlighten-
ment, imperfection, suffering, paradox, contemplation, truth 
and transformation, this book gathers together much of  
Father Richard’s easily accessible wisdom — not only on mysticism, but indeed on life in  
general.  If you’re not familiar with Rohr, this would be a great starting point; if you already 
know his work, What the Mystics Know could work beautifully as a daily devotional.”  
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Women’s Fellowship 

 

 

Kettle Quilters 

 

 

 

The 2016 Quilt, which will be auctioned off at  
the Women’s Fellowship Annual Luncheon and 
Quilt Raffle on Wednesday, May 11, is nearing 
completion with your help. A few more quilting 
stitches, plus the attachment of the binding, and 
we can turn to the making of Mark  
Montgomery’s farewell quilt. We hope that all 
you sewers and quilters will find time to help.  
Your names will be listed on the quilt label for 
posterity!  Please join us. 
 

Mondays 9:00 am to 12 noon. 

Binney Conference Room (2nd floor) 
 

Questions, contact Inge Thalheim at  
203-637-9614 or inge.thalheim@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“ S O U P E R  B O W L  S U N D A Y ”  S O U P  S A L E !  

F E B R U A R Y  7 ,  1 1  A M - 1 P M  

( O R  A S  L O N G  A S  S U P P L I E S  L A S T )  

I N  T H E  A U D I T O R I U M  
 

Quarts of soup, chili or stew are being sold for $10 each.  

All proceeds go to support Women’s Fellowship projects. 

 

 

TAI CHI with Joe Alampi 
 

Wednesdays 8 am & Thursdays 9 am in the Auditorium.  
 
Great for all levels, beginner to experienced.   
 

Only $10 per class.  Drop-ins welcome.   
No registration required.  
 

 

Nights Off  Women’s Group 
 

Our Nights Off  Women's Group will be meeting 
Monday, February 15 at the home of Kathy Riley.  
All are welcome!   

 

We will meet at 6:30 pm for our annual Valen-
tine’s Day Celebration complete with a light din-
ner and a rousing game of Valentine Jeopardy. 
Please bring an appetizer to share 
and whatever you would like to 
drink.  Also, please bring some-
thing sweet to be donated to the 
food pantry (cookies, box of 
brownie or cake mix, etc.) 
 

Don’t miss the fun!  And bring a friend along.  If 
you have any questions, please contact Shirley  
Flierl at fbtworld@aol.com.  See you there! 

 

mailto:inge.thalheim@gmail.com
mailto:fbtworld@aol.com
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Church School & Events of Interest to Families in February 

Sunday, February 7  –  Regular Church School when we will begin our Lenten Rotation Workshops. 
 

Sunday, February 14 – Service Sunday One-Room Schoolhouse format in the Daniels Center. 
 

Sunday, February 21 – Regular Church School—Lenten Rotation Workshops continue. 
 

Sunday, February 28 – Regular Church School—Lenten Rotation Workshops continue. 
 

Looking Ahead to March Special Events: 
 

Sunday, March 6, 9-10 am  – Bible Breakfast for 3rd graders and their families 

       10:00 am – 2nd graders in Communion 

       10:00 am – Regular Church School—Lenten Rotation Workshops 

Saturday, March 12, 8:30 am–12:30 pm – FCCOG Volunteer Day at Neighbor to Neighbor 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Last summer, a record number of children from FCCOG discovered or rediscovered the joy, 
fun and new friendships at Silver Lake Conference Center in Sharon, CT.  Silver Lake, AKA 
“God’s Backyard,” is the Connecticut Conference UCC summer camp.  If you have a child or 
teen between the ages of 8 (going into 4th Grade) and 18, don’t miss the chance for them to 
experience this amazing place and its amazing grace.  Registration has already begun and, 
since many conferences fill up quickly, please visit the website soon to explore and sign up!  

 

Go to www.silverlakect.org and click on the registration button to register for an awesome 
summer experience, today!!  It’s immediate, safe, easy and available 24/7!!  Thanks to the  
generosity of the Women’s Fellowship Allocations Committee, we have scholarship money 
available.  Ask Rosemary, Donald or Meghan for details. 

 

Special note to children going into the 4th grade! 
This is your first chance to experience the exciting times at Silver Lake.   

Just ask any of the dozen First Church kids who have been there and keep going back. 

It’s not too early to think about  
Summer Camp opportunities! 

http://www.silverlakect.org
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3RD GRADE BIBLE BREAKFAST 

March 6, 2016 at 9:00 am 

 
 

This annual event brings together 3rd graders, their parents, teachers, the Church School 

Task Force, and clergy to prepare for the 3rd graders receiving their own NRSV Bibles on 

Children’s Sunday in June.  Highlighted by a wonderful pancake breakfast prepared and 

hosted by the Task Force AND a rousing bout of “Stump the Pastors,” when the children 

can ask the hard questions about the Bible. 

 
 

A SPECIAL SUNDAY FOR COMMUNION AND FAMILIES 
 

 
 

The 10 AM service on Sunday, March 6 will be the culmination of several Church School 

lessons in the 2ND grade classroom.  These children and older sibs and any other family who 

would like their children to be included in a special Communion Sunday are invited to sit 

together in a designated area of the Meetinghouse and participate in communion.  Please 

contact Rosemary (RosemaryL@fccog.org) if you have any questions. 

mailto:RosemaryL@fccog.org
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February News from The Rummage Room  
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich  -  203-637-1875   

 

Monday, February 1: Manager’s selection of items 50% off at www.fccog.org/about-us/the-rummage-room/. 

Monday, February 15-February 20:  Valentine’s Week - 50% off everything RED.  Remember:  A smile is 
the key that fits the lock on everyone’s heart! 

Monday, February 15:  President’s Day - The Rummage Room is open! 

Monday, February 22-Wednesday, February 24:  Winter Clearance Sale - 50% off everything. 

BAG SALES BEGIN: 

 Thursday, February 25:  1st day of Bag Sales - each filled bag $12 

 Friday, February 26:  2nd day of Bag Sales - each filled bag $8 

 Saturday, February 27:  3rd and final day of Bag Sales - each filled bag $1! 

NOTE:   

 Monday, February 29:  The Rummage Room REOPENS at 1:00 pm with everything Spring!! 

 

Manager Leanne’s Wish List:  Spring clothing for adults and children; shoes; handbags; jewelry; spring hats; 
St. Patrick’s Day items; CDs and DVDs; and bric-a-brac. 

 

Shop Hours:  Monday - Friday 10:00 am to 5:00 pm & Saturday 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. 

Donation Hours:  Monday - Thursday 9:30 am to 4:30 pm & Friday and Saturday 9:30 to 12:30 pm. 

 

Thought for President’s Day:  Little progress can be made by merely attempting to repress what is evil.  Our 
greatest hope lies in developing what is GOOD. ~ President Calvin Coolidge 

 

 

 

Update from the Governance Working Group 
 

 

In October, following several years of open dialog among the First Church community members, the 
church overwhelmingly agreed to change its governance structure from a bi-cameral organization comprised 
of the Church Committee and the Board of Trustees to a single Church Council.  Much hard work and 
thoughtful reflection went into making this change, which will become effective on July 1, 2016.  
 

There is still much work to be done to refine the operating parameters of the church council and rewrite the 
church By-Laws to reflect this significant organization change.  The By-Laws are in the process of being re-
vised and will be made available to the congregation for review, hopefully in February 2016.  We plan to 
vote on these new By-Laws at a special congregational meeting in April 2016 so that we know we will have 
finalized By-Laws when the new organization becomes effective.  We will have a new Annual Meeting in 
June 2016 to nominate the first members of our new Church Council as well as new representatives to all of 
the church committees and to approve the 2016-2017 annual budget. 
 

We have committed to keep the congregation apprised of the progress we are making on this significant or-
ganizational change throughout this transition period. 

http://www.fccog.org/about-us/the-rummage-room/
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The Historical Committee 
 
Help Needed on Our Last 50 Years of History Book. 

We are planning to include the last 50 years of our church history, 1965 – 2015, in a new book, which will 
be published sometime after the 350th Anniversary celebration is over.   
 

There are 40 topics left to be written and most of them are researched.  If you can help with the writing, I 
can email you the researched document on a topic.  This is a nice project that you can do at home on your 
own time, and this is a good time of year for that. 
 

We need help with:  writing, conducting oral history interviews, choosing photos, editing and book page 
layout.  If you have interest in any of these areas, please let me know.  We would love your input and help! 

 

-- Pat Larrabee, Historian  

Mom’s Group  
 

If  you have any questions, please contact Kristen Jacks at kmj33z@yahoo.com  

or call her at 203-344-1961.  

 

 

FCCOG Day at  
NEIGHBOR TO NEIGHBOR  

Saturday, March 12 
 

Another designated time for our congregation 
to serve at Neighbor to Neighbor is approach-
ing.  During two hour shifts (8:30–10:30 am or 
10:30 am – 12:30 pm), we gather in either the 
Food Pantry or the Clothing Room and do 
whatever needs to be done that day.  It is a great 
service and a great way to get to know each  
other better, too.  Children need to be accom-
panied by a parent and generally need to be at 
least 12 years old.  Please let Rosemary know if 
you can help on this day.  There will also be a 
signup at Fellowship Hour before the date. 

 
 

 

Godspeed to  
Director of Communications, 

Barbara Wilkov 
 

After 5 1/2 years of communicating with the 
members of First Church and about First 

Church to the community, Barb is moving on. 
“I have loved working at FCCOG and will miss 

everyone here. Thanks for a great 5 years!”  
Be sure to stop by the Church Office before  

the end of the month to wish her well. 

mailto:kmj33z@yahoo.com
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First Church Preschool:   
 

 First Church Preschool currently has openings for the 2015–2016 school year in our 4s Extended Day program  
(9 am–1:55 pm) and our 4s PM program (12:30–3 pm).   

 If you or someone you know is looking for a preschool program for their 3 or 4-year old for the 2016–2017 school 
year, please contact us.  We offer a nurturing, play-based, well-rounded curriculum filled with enriching opportuni-
ties for exploration, discovery, friendship-building, and fun.   

 First Church Preschool’s Pre-K (sometimes known as “Connecting”) Program:  Our Pre-K Program is specifically 
tailored to help children build the confidence, skills, independence, and knowledge necessary to ensure success in 
kindergarten.  We offer a curriculum that has been designed to be challenging, developmentally appropriate, and 
delivered in a small class setting where children’s unique needs and challenges are met.  Instruction and support are 
individualized to encourage each child’s optimal growth and development.  Housed in our newly equipped, spa-
cious “Rainbow Door,” classroom, children will experience opportunities for exploring phonics and writing, math, 
science, social studies, music, gymnastics, yoga, field trips, and more!  If you are considering a Pre-K program for 
your child for next September, please contact us for more information and to tour our facility. 

 Please contact our office at (203) 637-5430 or darlak@fccog.org if you would like more information about these  
opportunities. 

mailto:darlak@fccog.org
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Caregivers Support Group  
 

Our Caregivers Support Group will meet on 
Sunday, February 7 from 11:15 am to 12:00 pm 
in the Binney Conference Room.  
This group is for those who currently 
are, or recently have been, a caregiver 
for a family member or friend.  The 
group offers a confidential place 
where participants can share experiences, learn 
new information and receive emotional support 
and comfort.   

 

Dorothy Mueller, FCCOG Stephen Minister is 
the group facilitator and can be reached for more 
info at 203-588-9896 or email:  
dorothymueller1@gmail.com. 

All parents, educators, and caregivers of preschool and elementary age children are welcome 
 

Pasta, Pajamas, & Parenting 
 

We will be serving some pasta dishes, so come and eat!  Bring the kids in their pajamas (so they are ready 
for bed when we’re done) and we will watch them while you partake of some good humored parenting 
guidance provided by our Educational Consultant, Cindy Rzasa-Bess. Cindy will speak on the subject  of:  
 

“Discipline and Setting Limits” 
Thursday, February 18, 6–8 pm 

(Snow date:  Thurs., March 3) 

Dinner starts at 6:00 pm 

Cindy’s presentation and childcare begins 6:30 pm 
 

RSVP: Please reply to Darla Kohler at darlak@fccog.org or 203-637-5430 by Tuesday, Feb. 16 
Please let us know if and how many children will attend with you.  

 

 

 

 

Cindy Rzasa Bess, Ph.D., is a Development Psychologist and a recognized pro-
fessional speaker, consultant, and educator in the Fairfield County area.  Cindy’s 
extensive expertise rests in the areas of early and middle child development, par-
enting, and early childhood education.  Her expertise comes directly from her 
years serving as an Early Child Educator, Infant Caregiver, and Director of an 
area Nursery School, as well as her direct and personal life experience as the 
mother of two grown daughters.  For more information about Cindy, check out 
her website at www.thebesschoice.com. 

Bible Study Returns! 
 

Bible Study returns on Sunday, February 7 

through Sunday, March 20, 

11:15 am in the Daniels Center.  

We will be discussing the book, 

Things Hidden: Spirituality in 

Scripture by Richard Rohr.  

Copies are available in the 

Church Office for $16.  It is all 

inspiration and insight. It ad-

dresses some of the great themes 

of the Bible, including grace, mystery, and pow-

er. Please join us. All are welcome. 

mailto:%20dorothymueller1@gmail.com
mailto:%20dorothymueller1@gmail.com
mailto:darlak@fccog.org
http://www.thebesschoice.com
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350th Anniversary Celebration  

First Church Flashbacks:  

 
 Back in the 1930’s, Annual Meetings of the church were held in the evening, following a turkey dinner 

with all the trimmings, prepared by the church ladies.  The dinner was cooked and served from the 
downstairs kitchen, near what is now called the Daniels Center.  The upstairs kitchen wasn’t built until 
1952. 

 
 In 1847, our church sold some of its land to the new railroad being built.  This transformed the town with 

many new summer residents, but left less land for our cemetery. 

 
 In 1705, because the town of Greenwich was getting bigger, the church split into two “Ecclesiastical 

Societies,” divided by the Mianus River.  The “Second Society” became the Second Congregational 
Church.  

 
 In the early days of First Church, regular attendance at Sunday services was required for membership in 

good standing.  It was easy to tell who was present because seating in the pews was assigned.  Members 
rented their pews, with those paying the most being seated in the front.  Children were seated in the 
gallery.  In addition to paying their pew rents, members were subjected to a fine for each Sunday that they 
did not attend.  

 
 In 1684, the first meetinghouse of our church was located at Tomac and Lockwood Avenues in Old 

Greenwich.  That spot is just south of what is now Innis Arden Gold Club, and a little less than a mile 
from where our meetinghouse sits today. 

 
 In the early 1960’s, some Sunday School classes were held in 106 Sound Beach Avenue, the former 

parsonage, just on the other side of the Memory Garden.  Sally Colegrove’s 3rd and 4th grade church 
school class was held in the dining room.  There were French doors that closed and the next oldest grade 
met in the living room of the parsonage.  Rick Woodman’s class was behind those French doors. 
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         FE B RUA RYB I RT H D AY S  

02/01  Janice Riddell 

02/01  Marilyn Olsson 

02/01  Nicholas Tagliarino 

02/01  Gregory Riddell 

02/01  Campbell Sippel 

02/02  Webb Williams 

02/02  Hayden Witmer 

02/02  Kyle Allen 

02/02  Avery Quake 

02/03  John Norrgard 

02/03  Elizabeth Baker 

02/03  Matthijs Hoekstra 

02/03  Ella Sippel 

02/04  Judson Saviskas 

02/04  Jack Sweger 

02/04  Nancy Pierson 

02/04  Lissa Arnold 

02/04  Clark Shaw 

02/04  Anne Johnson 

02/05  Elizabeth Kreuter 

02/05  Karen Taggart 

02/05  David Schrohe 

02/05  Lisa Flanagan 

02/05  Kelly Anne Boles 

02/05  Alexander Simko 

02/06  Vance Briceland 

02/06  Nathaniel Willard 

02/06  Kelly Dodd 

02/07  Allison Ariyibi 

02/07  Robert Phelps 

02/07  Heather Sahrbeck 

02/07  William Graham 

02/07  Drew Mohn 

02/08  Peter Scopelliti 

02/09  Michaela Fossum 

02/09  James Dunn 

02/09  Dorothy Mueller 

02/09  Juliet Primo 

02/09  Katherine Sweet 

02/09  Alex Leidy 

02/09  Haley Norrgard 

02/09  Chloe Kimberlin 

02/09  Charlotte DiPreta 

02/09  Quinn Duffy 

02/10  Leon McKenzie 

02/10  Cheryl Osgood 

02/10  David Scopelliti 

02/10  Allison Whittemore 

02/10  Laura Moore 

02/10  Jordan Reiss 

02/10  Chris Hallowell Jr. 

02/10  Matthew Thomas 

02/11  Lynn Robertson 

02/11  Sally MacDougal 

02/11  Valeri Primo 

02/11  Matthew Pruner 

02/11  Grayson Shaw 

02/12  Janet Sotzing 

02/12  Rebecca Jewett 

02/12  Matthew Shattuck 

02/12  Kristen Morris 

02/13 Rev Sarah-Anne Colegrove 

02/13  Elizabeth Olson 

02/13  Thalia Anderen 

02/13  Britt Carnegie 

02/13  Dylan Rose 

02/14  Mario Lotufo 

02/14  Dawn Hewitt 

02/14  Edward Thomas 

02/15  Christian Burns 

02/15  Caryn Jacoby 

02/15  Andrew Scrivan 

02/15  Julia Blandori 

02/15  Sarah Cioffari 

02/15  Joey Claps 

02/15  Olivia Pfestch 

02/15  Olivia Gustafsson 

02/16  Andrew Hanson 

02/16  Paola Ryckman 

02/16  Jessica Burick 

02/16  Courtney Griffin 

02/16  Shaw Speer 

02/16  Patrick Condon 

02/17  Sarah Caswell 

02/17  Matthew Hoster 

02/17  Emma Nicole Kirchner 

02/18  Mark Mohn 

02/18  Melinda May 

02/18  Alexander Dadzis 

02/18  Tom Grunow 

02/19  Richard Derr 

02/19  Lisa Norrgard Miller 

02/19  Daniel Schlorff 

02/20  Janet Savage 

02/20  Andrew Wall 

02/20  Lindsay Allen 

02/20  Spencer Goh 

02/21  Jefferson Watkins 

02/21  Katharine Derr 

02/21  Charles MacDougall 

02/21  Maggie Schwartz 

02/22  Frank Quinn 

02/22  Susan Doyle 

02/22  Brian Smith 

02/22  Edward Perisa 

02/23  Jane Yates 

02/23  William Boles 

02/23  Gary Lico 

02/23  Katherine Scrivan 

02/23  Samantha Stone 

02/23  Taylor Ingraham 

02/23  George Weiksner 

02/24  Jean Simpson 

02/24  Louis Paris 

02/24  Robert Small 

02/24  Daniel Wurst 

02/25  Barbara Wilkov 

02/25  Joan Osgood 

02/25  Rebecca Marlowe 

02/25  Becki Burdick 

02/25  Carly Jenkins 

02/26  Daryl Smith 

02/26  Michael Lamie 

02/26  Juliette Brindak 

02/26  Arthur Berman 

02/26  Brandon Delcristo 

02/27  Barbara Trepanier 

02/27  Megan Shattuck 

02/27  Kylie Schneider 

02/28  Peter Benedict 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
       
 
 
 

 

No Life Events this month. 

Life Events 
 

Mark Your Calendars: 
The Church Offices will be 
closed Monday, February 15 for 
Presidents’ Day.   

 

 

Regular Church Office hours: 9 am-4 pm. 

https://www.facebook.com/FCCOGCT?sk=wall
https://twitter.com/fccogct
http://instagram.com/fccogct
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXgou35EY5N803D4e_J4JNA?feature=results_main
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February 2016 Church Calendar 
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The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Ministers:  The Members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Senior Pastor:  Rev. Richard S. DenUyl, Jr.,  RichardD@fccog.org  

Transitional Associate Pastor:  Rev. Meghan D. Young, MeghanY@fccog.org 

Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care:  Rev. Avery C. Manchester, amanchester@fccog.org 

Director of Music:  Dr. Craig Scott Symons, craigs@fccog.org 

Director of Family Ministries:  Rosemary Lamie, rosemaryl@fccog.org 

Director of Church Administration and Finance:  Steve Summerton, steves@fccog.org 

Office Manager/Sr. Administrative Assistant:  Donna White, donnaw@fccog.org  

Director of Membership:  Ginny Breismeister, ginnyb@fccog.org 

Director of Communications:  Barbara Wilkov, barbaraw@fccog.org 

Parish Nurse:  Susan Asselin, RN, susana@fccog.org 

Director of Preschool:  Darla Kohler Steiner, darlak@fccog.org 

Youth Coordinator:  Donald Haviland, donaldh@fccog.org  
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