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345th ANNUAL MEETING 
 

The 345th Annual Meeting of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich, Old Greenwich, 
CT, is hereby called for Sunday, January 31, 2016, immediately following the worship service.  
The meeting will be held in the Meetinghouse: 
 

 To hear and act upon the annual reports of the pastors, officers and committees; 

 To hear and act upon the report of the Nominating Committee and to elect officers for the  
coming year; 

 To adopt the budget for 2016; 

 To act upon the recommendations of the College and University Loan Fund (CULF); 

 To transact such other business as may properly come before the meeting. 
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Scenes of the Season 

Saturday, January 30, 7:00 PM 

Sunday, January 31, 2:00 PM 
 

Join us to see the many, many talents of the FCCOG community.  It'll be a great show full of song, dance, 
and food!  All proceeds go to benefit the SPF mission trip to the Appalachia Service Project.  The Appalachia 
Service works to eradicate poverty in Central Appalachia by assisting those in substandard housing in one of 
the poorest counties in the nation.   

See more photos on page 15 and on our website at fccog.org/photo-gallery/  

http://www.fccog.org/photo-gallery/
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By Rev. Richard S. DenUyl, Jr. 
 

Dear Friends, 

 
As we begin the New Year together, I share another poem by the late John O’Donohue.  I love this poem 

because of the way it honors the occasional emptiness and restlessness we often perceive as negative, when in 

reality it is God’s way of encouraging us to faithfully unfurl our souls into the grace of new beginnings. 

 
For A New Beginning 

 

In out of the way places of the heart 

Where your thoughts never think to wander 

This beginning has been quietly forming 

Waiting until you were ready to emerge. 

For a long time it has watched your desire 

Feeling the emptiness grow inside you 

Noticing how you willed yourself on 

Still unable to leave what you had outgrown. 

It watched you play with the seduction of safety 

And the grey promises that sameness whispered 

Heard the waves of turmoil rise and relent 

Wondered would you always live like this. 

Then the delight, when your courage kindled, 

And out you stepped onto new ground, 

Your eyes young again with energy and dream, 

A path of plenitude opening before you. 

Though your destination is not clear 

You can trust the promise of this opening; 

Unfurl yourself into the grace of beginning 

That is one with your life’s desire. 

Awaken your spirit to adventure 

Hold nothing back, learn to find ease in risk 

Soon you will be home in a new rhythm 

For your soul senses the world that awaits you. 

 
Peace & Love, 
 

 
 

   

 

Speaking Pastorally 

Richard 
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Musical Notes    
 

 

Sunday Afternoons Live 
4:00 pm each Sunday in February 

Held in the Auditorium, tickets are $20 for each performance.  
Concert-goers enjoy hot coffee/tea and sweets in an intimate atmosphere  

with outstanding musical guests from around the world. 

 

February 7:  Trident Ensemble – A Hidden Song 

Trident is a collaboration of nine critically acclaimed vocalists dedicated to unparalleled ensemble 
performances throughout New York City.  Each singer is an outstanding soloist in their own right; 
together, they will present a program described as: “From clandestine Catholics to Soviet subversives, 
music gives voice to the voiceless, and reveals the secrets of the soul.” 

 

February 14:  Evelina Puzaite, piano 

Lithuanian-born pianist, Evelina Puzaite, is an internationally-recognized performer of natural sensitivity 
and strong charisma.  She has performed extensively throughout Europe, including Italy, France, Greece, 
Sweden, Poland, Lithuania, as well as in Russia, Israel, and the USA. 

 

February 21:  Students from Music and Mentoring House 

Founded and run by acclaimed American soprano, Lauren Flanigan, Music and Mentoring House 
provides hands-on mentoring, coaching, professional introductions, and a safe place for artists coming to 
study, audition, or transition to New York City.  Lauren will bring several of her guests to share a 
wonderful vocal program with us. 

 

February 28:  ‘Scape Trio 

Joseph Dermody, Adriana Maria Pera, and Nicole Sharlow had been performing in and out of New York 
City for over a decade when they established ‘Scape Trio in 2007.  This trio will perform some of the great 
masterworks for strings. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                                                                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

Evelina Puzaite 

Lauren Flanigan 

Trident Ensemble 

‘Scape Trio 
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From the                     … Healthy New Year to You!                   by Sue Asselin, RN 
 
 

 

Happy New Year 2016!  The members of the Wellness Committee wish you and your loved ones a wonderful 
year ahead, full of blessings and good health.  We thank you for your support of the services and educational 
programs planned and presented by our committee. 
 

I would like to acknowledge the members of the Wellness Committee and express my gratitude toward them 
for their assistance and support with programs that help us all live more healthy lives - physically, spiritually, 
emotionally, and in relationship with one another.  The members are:  Annette Bergh, Ros Brady, Doris  
Davenport, Carol Deering, Mary Ann Duff, Paul Kretschmann, Betsy Kreuter (Chair), Enid Norris, and Ruth 
Reed.  The next time you talk with one of them, please join me in thanking them for their contributions to the 
congregation’s wellness.  
 

Also, a note of gratitude for Linnea Stenberg and Dorothy Mueller.  Linnea took initiative to start a Visiting 
Committee, for which I am the staff liaison.  She has chaired the committee and has paired visitors with  
parishioners who have difficulty getting to church.  She has also been instrumental in coordinating poinsettia 
and Easter lily deliveries.  Dorothy, a Stephen Minister and Licensed Psychologist, has been facilitating the 
Caregiver’s Support Group, which meets monthly here at church.  Linnea and Dorothy, thank you for your 
contributions of care for your fellow human beings.  
 

Here are some of the programs the Wellness Committee has planned for the coming months: 
 

Saturday, February 6, 8:15 am-1:15 pm, Red Cross Blood Drive:  Co-sponsored by Women’s Fellowship, 
this community event is made complete with devilled eggs and live piano music.  To schedule an appointment 
to give blood call 1-800-Give-Life.  Please contact your me at 203-637-1791, ext. 21 if you’d like to volunteer 
to play piano for a one-hour shift or bring a refreshment. 
 

Saturdays, March 5 & 12, CPR Certification Classes:  This hands-on training is for first-
timers as well as those recertifying in CPR, and includes the use of an AED (defibrillator).  
Participants need only attend one training session lasting up to 3 hours.  Please let me know 
of your interest in participating in this opportunity to help others.  I can be reached at 203-
637-1791, ext. 21. 
 

Tuesday, March 15, a Nutritional “Talk and Tasting” Program with Denise Addorisio, 
a Registered Dietician from Greenwich Hospital:  Denise will be speaking about inter-
preting food labels while the Wellness Committee offers samples of nutritious treats.  
 

Ongoing Wellness programs include blood pressure screenings, Medicare Part D counseling, Caregiver’s  
Support Group, a lending library of books and tapes, Parish Nurse home care eligibility assessment, and in-
formative support for any positive lifestyle changes.  If you would like your blood pressure taken, or you have 
any health-related concerns or questions, stop in to see me or call me at extension 21.  My hours are Sundays 
from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm, Tuesdays from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm, and Wednesdays by appointment.  Due to 
the building repair challenges, I am temporarily located in the Green Room, behind the Auditorium stage.  
 

If you are interested in joining the Wellness Committee and have some healthful ideas to share, please contact 
Sue Asselin, Parish Nurse, at 203-637-1791, ext. 21.  We especially need volunteer health professionals to take 
blood pressures on occasional Sundays when the nurse is unavailable.  Wishing you wellness of mind, body, 
and spirit in the coming year! 
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              Avery’s Book Corner 

 

 

 

January Responsibilities and Assignments 

Memorial Services: 

 

Mary Fike - Jan 3-9 

Carolyn MacLea - Jan 10-16 

Barbara Norrgard -  Jan 17-23 

Johann Thalheim - Jan 24-30 

January 3 Communion: (All 8 Serve) 
 

Phil Bradford - Capt. 

Sherry Myer - Set up 

Rick Woodman - Set up 

Mary Fike - Set up 

Joe McBride - Set up 

Carolyn MacLea - Clean up 

Pam Grunow - Clean up 

Prill Meyer - Clean up 
 

Deacon Assignments:                                                    
 

Invocation 
Phil Bradford 

 

Hospital Notes  
Wendy Reynolds 

 

Fellowship Hour: 

Christian Outreach 
 

 

My first book recommendation for 2016 is Things Hidden: Spirituality in Scripture by Richard Rohr.  We 
are planning to use this in our Bible Study class starting this month.  It is all inspiration and insight.  It  
addresses some of the great themes of the Bible, including grace, mystery, and power.  Check it out and let 
me know your thoughts. 

“In this exploration of central themes of Scripture, Richard Rohr transforms 
the written word, discovering in these ancient texts a new and vital meaning, 
relevant and essential for modern Christians. He uncovers what the Bible says 
about morality, power, wisdom and the generosity of God in a manner that 
demands a life-changing response from believers. Rohr offers his readers a 
Christian vision of abundance, grace and joy to counteract a world filled with 
scarcity, judgment and fear—a vision that can revolutionize how we relate to 
ourselves, others and the world.” 

 

About the author:  Fr. Richard Rohr is a globally recognized ecumenical teacher bearing witness to 
the universal awakening within Christian mysticism and the Perennial Tradition. He is a Francis-
can priest of the New Mexico Province and founder of the Center for Action and Contemplation 
(CAC) in Albuquerque, New Mexico. He is the author of numerous books, including Everything 
Belongs, Adam’s Return, The Naked Now, Breathing Under Water, Falling Upward, Immortal Dia-
mond, and Eager to Love: The Alternative Way of Francis of Assisi.  Fr. Richard is academic Dean of 
the Living School for Action and Contemplation.  

Refugee Crisis 
Info Session – January 17 following worship 
 

Come learn more about the refugee crisis, and what it would take for The First Congregational Church of 
Greenwich to co-sponsor a refugee family.  This is purely an informational session.  Based on interest and  
resources, we will discern, at a later date, whether this is a commitment we are called to make.   
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The dates for the Summer Program at First Church Preschool will be June 20 through 
July 29, 2016.  This summer program incorporates a variety of activities, including arts 
and crafts, water play, playground time, sports, music, science exploration and discovery, 
a series of wet and dry inflatables, and snacks.  This Program is designed for children ages 
3-5 years.  More information will be available by the end of January, but we encourage 
you to call the Preschool at 203-637-5430 to be placed on our mailing list to receive a 
registration form.  
 

Don’t let your children miss the fun at the First Church Preschool Summer Program! 

Summer at First Church Preschool  

 

 

First Church Preschool 

2016-2017 

 

 

 

 

 
The First Church Preschool has openings in our 
3’s, 4’s, and Pre-K classes for the 2016-2017 
school year.  If you are looking for a program for 
your child, or you know someone who is moving 
into the area soon and is looking for a program, 
please call the school at 203-637-5430 or email 
Darla Steiner at darlak@fccog.org for more  
information and to arrange a tour. 

 

A Big Thank You!  
 

The First Church Preschool would like to 

put forth a great big thank you to the 

350th Anniversary Committee for the 

boxes of Crayola crayons that were  

distributed to all our enrolled preschool 

children.  We would like to thank Pat 

Mendelsohn for coming to our Holiday 

Sing to explain the connection between 

the Crayola Company and the church, 

and, hence the crayon gifts.  The  

children and the families were all de-

lighted with their First Congregational 

Church personalized crayons! 

 

mailto:darlak@fccog.org
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Happy New Year from The Rummage Room  
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich  -  203-637-1875   

 

Monday, January 4:  The Rummage Room rings in 2016 with a 50% off 
Winter Clearance Sale and a 75% off Christmas merchandise sale.  See 
50% off merchandise at www.fccog.org/about-us/the-rummage-room/. 

 

Tuesday, January 5:  Donations will be accepted today 9:30 am to 4:30 
pm.  Please do NOT donate skis or ski boots.  The Rummage Room 
DOES accept ski poles, ski clothing, ice skates, winter hats and scarves. 

 

Manager Leanne’s Wish List:  Handbags, gloves, and adult and children’s 
sweaters.  Also, need shopping bags of all sizes. 

 

The Rummage Room was awarded the Certificate of Appreciation from 
the Garden Club of Old Greenwich, calling the windows, “The best 
reflection of Christmas Past.”  The windows of The Rummage Room have 
received over 30 awards over the years!  The windows this year were 
designed by Manager Leanne Meyer and Assistant Manager Nancy 
Hamilton.  The Christmas windows will remain for your viewing until 
January 6. 
 

Shop Hours:  Monday - Friday 10:00 am to 5:00 pm & Saturday 10:00 
am to 1:00 pm. 

Donation Hours:  Monday - Thursday 9:30 am to 4:30 pm & Friday and 
Saturday 9:30 to 12:30 pm. 
 

Thought for 2016:  If you are going on a diet January 1st, just remember that laughing is good exercise.  It’s 
like jogging on the inside of your body!!!  So, make it simple...laugh a lot, lose a lot. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who have reached out to us – your input is important and valued as we continue to work 
on our documents for posting the opening.  A common question we have received is “what role will the new 
associate pastor have with our youth?”  We will be seeking an Associate Pastor who will provide  
primary leadership to the Church School program, lead the Confirmation Class, and oversee the Junior/
Senior High Youth Programs, among other important pastoral opportunities. 

 

Our committee continues to meet biweekly, and it is our hope to post the opening sometime in January.  
We continue to encourage everyone to share your thoughts and questions with any one of us:   
Betsy Kreuter, Carolyn MacLea, Joe McBride, Kellie Norrgard, Pam Speer (chair), Jan Thalheim,  
Richard DenUyl. 

Associate Pastor Search Committee Update 

http://www.fccog.org/about-us/the-rummage-room/
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Women’s Fellowship 

 

 

Kettle Quilters 

 

 

NEW YEARS RESOLUTIONS: 
 

Member of the Kettle Quilters:  
In 2016 I will reserve all Monday mornings for quilt-
ing and make no other appointments for that time. 
 

Intended Member:  
In 2016 I will stop procrastinating and finally take 
up quilting.  I will use the opportunity to learn the 
tricks of the trade and be inspired. 
 

 

Mondays 9:00 am to 12 noon. 

Binney Conference Room (2nd floor) 
 

 

Questions, contact Inge Thalheim at  
203-637-9614 or inge.thalheim@gmail.com. 

 

Nights Off  Women’s Group 
 

Start off the New Year with Nights Off!  The next gathering of the Nights Off  
Women's Group is Monday, January 18, 2016 at the home of Ginny  
Breismeister.  All are welcome!  
 

We will meet at 6:30 pm and will be making soup for the “Souper Bowl” Sunday 
Soup Sale being held on February 7.  Lots of hands will make this a fast and fun 
project, so please join us and bring a friend.  We promise lots of laughs and fun conversation!  Also, please 
bring an appetizer to share and whatever you would like to drink.  And, then mark your calendars now for 
our annual Valentine’s Day celebration on February 15 when we will gather for a rousing game of Valentine 
Jeopardy and dinner at Kathy Riley’s home.   
 

If you have any questions, please contact Shirley Flierl at fbtworld@aol.com.   

 

TAI CHI with Joe Alampi 
 

Wednesdays 8 am & Thursdays 9 am   
In the Auditorium.  

 
Great for all levels, beginner to experienced.   

 

Only $10 per class.  Drop-ins welcome.   
No registration required.  

 

Hats Off  Book Discussion Group 

 

Our book study group, Hats Off, 
has chosen its first read of 2016 - 
American Nations:  A History of 
the Eleven Rival Regional Cul-
tures of North American by Colin 
Woodard.  This award-winning 
journalist and historian takes read-
ers on a journey through the history of our frac-
tured continent, offering a revolutionary and reve-
latory take on American identity, and how the 
conflicts between them have shaped our past and 
continue to mold our future.   
 

Please contact Jean Bruder at 203-661-1685 to 
order your book.  There are only 3 copies in our 
Greenwich Library.  We will begin our 2016 study 
group on Thursday, January 7 in the Binney  
Conference Room (2nd floor of the Church Office 
building) from 10:00-11:30 am. 

Women’s Fellowship Tea 

Wednesday, January 20  
3:30 pm in the Auditorium 

 

Come and enjoy tea, good company and a presen-
tation about women in the history of FCCOG 

with our very own church historian, Pat Larrabee.  
 

ALL ARE WELCOME 
 

mailto:inge.thalheim@gmail.com
mailto:fbtworld@aol.com
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Church School in January 

January   3  –  Regular Church School:  Christmas Journeys - The Magi (Epiphany) 

January 10  –  Regular Church School:  Grade Level Emphases begin (see article on next page) 

January 17  –   Martin Luther King, Jr. Weekend - Service Sunday: One-Room Schoolhouse Program 

  in the Daniels Center for ages 5–10.  Older children are welcome to join in or be  

     helpers to our younger children.  Younger children are welcome in Child Care.  In  

  memory of Dr. King and his legacy, we will consider “peace” and those who inspired 

  Dr. King and followed his example, including the greatest peacemaker of all time! 

January 24  –  Regular Church School  

January 31  –  Regular Church School 
 

Save these Dates: 

February 7, 10:00 am:  2nd Graders and families participate in Worship & Communion 

March 6, 9:00 am:  Bible Breakfast for 3rd Graders and Parents  

2nd graders will focus on the sacrament of Communion throughout January.  On 

Sunday, January 31, during Church School, the children and their parents will  

continue to learn together and make family Communion banners.  At worship on 

February 2, the families will sit together in the Meetinghouse and participate in 

Communion with the congregation.  Any family whose children did not have this 

opportunity when their child(ren) were in 2nd grade and would like to participate 

now, should contact Rosemary at 203-637-1791 ext. 20 or email her at  

RosemaryL@fccog.org to explore this option further. 

Communion for 2nd Graders and Older Children in January 

Christmas at Pilgrim Towers 

mailto:RosemaryL@fccog.org
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CHURCH SCHOOL IN JANUARY 

 

Since September we have been doing a modified version of the rotation workshop curriculum in Church 

School.  This programming had our volunteer Church School teachers teaching their own classes without 

the assistance and expertise of other folks from the congregation.  In January we will continue that ap-

proach as our teachers present what we have historically referred to as Grade Level Emphases.  The Kin-

dergarten and 1st graders will learn about prayer, different ways of praying and, specifically, The Lord’s 

Prayer.  Our 2nd graders will learn about Communion and, on the last Sunday of the month, will make 

family Communion banners with their parents.  The 4th and 5th graders will focus on Community Ser-

vice in preparation for a special project at the end of the month.  Three and four year olds, 3rd graders 

and “678” will continue their own curricula.  

Mom’s Group  
 

If  you have any questions, please contact Kristen Jacks at kmj33z@yahoo.com  

or call her at 203-344-1961.  

 

 

A BIG CHRISTMAS THANK YOU… 
to everyone who helped to make Christmas Eve 
such a blessed and special day in the life of our 
church: 

 

 To the children (and several adults!) who 
made our Nativity pageants – all 3! –  
beautiful retellings of Jesus’ birth; 

 To the readers and choirs who gave such 
heartfelt expressions of joy; 

 To all the behind-the-scenes helpers who 
made the magic happen; 

 To the press who helped to share our  
celebrations with the community; and 

 To the community and congregation who 
came to be together on this most glorious 
day of the season! 

 

         ~ From the pastors and staff of First Church 

 

THANK YOU FROM 
PILGRIM TOWERS:   

 
Dear FCCOG Members,  

 

Even today, the residents are expressing the 
Christmas joy of The First  
Congregational Church’s friendliness.  We are 
all grateful for the over generous presents to our 
residents.  Your generosity will not be forgotten 
as we move into 2016.  May God Bless each of 
you and your sanctified Church.  Merry Christ-
mas and Happy New Year.  Thank you for all 
you have done to bring happiness to our  
residents. 

 

         ~ John F. Newton, President,  
            Pilgrim Towers Residents’ Association, 

mailto:kmj33z@yahoo.com
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" S O U P E R  B O W L  S U N D A Y ”  A N N U A L  S O U P  S A L E !  

F E B R U A R Y  7 ,  1 1 : 0 0  A M - 1 : 0 0  P M  

S P O N S O R E D  B Y  W O M E N ’ S  F E L L O W S H I P  
 

Get your soup recipes (chili or stews too!) ready for the 6th Annual Women’s Fellowship Soup Sale in the  
Auditorium on Sunday, February 7, 2016 from 11:00 am-1:00 pm (or ‘til the soup runs out!).  Soup  
donations are starting now.   

 

Please sign up for soup donations in the Church Office … instructions will be available … or during  
Fellowship Hour.  Quarts of soup will be sold for $10 each and all proceeds will go to support Women’s 
Fellowship projects.  (Note: cost of the ingredients is tax deductible.)  

 

Questions?  Please contact Sue McCalley at smccalley@bhhsne.com or 203-273-6526.  
 

Below is a soup recipe as an example of a soup that folks can make, but ANY soup or chili is fine as a dona-
tion, so start cooking!  
 

TUSCAN BREAD AND TOMATO SOUP 

 (Yields at least 2 qts.)  

 

 3 tbsp extra virgin olive oil 

 1 small onion, chopped 

 4 garlic cloves, minced 

 1 (28 oz) can chopped tomatoes, with juice 

 2 tbsp tomato paste 

 Pinches of sugar and red chili flakes 

 4 cups water 

 1 lb stale country bread, crusts removed, cut into cubes (about 7 cups) 

 2-3 tbsp slivered fresh basil  

 

1. Heat 2 tbsp of the oil in a large, heavy soup pot over medium-low heat.  

2. Add the onion, and cook, stirring until tender (about 5 minutes).   

3. Meanwhile, pulse the tomatoes in a food processor until coarsely blended. 

4. Add garlic to the pot.  

5. Cook, stirring, for about a minute until fragrant.   

6. Add tomatoes, tomato paste, sugar, red chili flakes, salt and pepper.  

7. Cook, stirring occasionally, until the tomatoes have cooked down (about 10 minutes). 

8. Stir bread cubes into the tomatoes.  

9. Add water, half the basil and salt to taste.  

10. Increase heat and simmer, stirring and mashing the bread, for about 10 minutes until the soup is thick.  

11. Stir in the remaining basil, and taste and adjust seasonings.  

12. Serve hot, warm or at room temperature with the remaining olive oil drizzled over each serving. 

                                                                                                                          

mailto:smccalley@bhhsne.com
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Caregivers Support Group  

in January 
 

Our Caregivers Support Group will meet on 
Sunday, January 3 from 11:15 am to 12:00 pm 
in the Binney Conference Room.  
This group is for those who  
currently are, or recently have 
been, a caregiver for a family 
member or friend.  The group 
offers a confidential place where 
participants can share experiences, learn new  
information and receive emotional support and 
comfort.   

 

Dorothy Mueller, FCCOG Stephen Minister is 
the group facilitator and can be reached for more 
info at 203-588-9896 or email:  
dorothymueller1@gmail.com. 

FCCOG Foreign Currency 
 

Foreign money has accumulated from First 
Church morning offerings over 
many years.  We will show this  
collection during Fellowship Hour 
on Sunday, January 17.  Pat  
Larrabee inventoried the contents 
of the "shoe box collection," find-
ing currencies from some 40 countries with an 
estimated current value of about $100. 
  
We hope that someone will purchase the 1921 
Morgan U.S. silver dollar (estimated value $32), 
the $35 or so worth of Canadian money, and the 
$16 or so of British coins.  The remainder, mostly 
coins, is available free, although we'll have a  
basket on the table for optional donations.  Come 
view, enjoy, start or add to your coin collection, 
and help us with a purchase.   

 

First Church Christmas Gifts to H.O.M.E.  
(Homeworkers Organized for More Employment) 
 
Giff and I want to thank our congregation for the  
opportunity to deliver all the gifts you provided for the 
people of H.O.M.E.  Three elves, Jan, Mark, and Curtis, 
helped pack the van and Barrie's car-top carrier.  Our 
friends at H.O.M.E. knew we needed help unloading, so 
when we pulled in, elves, Jerry, Josh, Bill, Rosa and others 
appeared.  I wish you could have seen their faces when we 
opened the van.  They couldn't believe your generosity!  
They made us feel like Santa. 
 
When all the gifts were unloaded, they had us come up to 
the classroom where the gifts were piled.  They had ar-
ranged for us to meet Lucy Poulin, Founder and  
Director of H.O.M.E.  Everyone thanked us over and over 
and asked us to pass their thanks onto our congregation.  We visited briefly and then back to work they 
all went. 
 
When we started home Giff and I were on a high from our experience there.  Our Church provided a true 
Christmas moment for us and the people of H.O.M.E. 
 
Ruth and Giff Reed 

Our friends with Lucy Poulin, director 

mailto:%20dorothymueller1@gmail.com
mailto:%20dorothymueller1@gmail.com
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Many of our volunteers worked more than 1, 2, 3 or even 4+ shifts - thank you so much!  There are just too 
many names to list here, but we had 113 church members (adults, youth and children),  4 staff, 10 GHS stu-
dents, 8 volunteers from the charities, and 4 Greenwich Country Day School volunteers. We also had 30  
volunteers unloading trees, 225 wreaths sold, 1,925 feet of white pine roping sold, and 5,500 feet of twine used 
to tie trees to cars!  Average outside temp was 54 degrees with a high of 65.  Not bad!  
 

A special shout out to Rev. Richard DenUyl, Tom Grunow and the guys from GroPro Gardens for initiating 
our free tree delivery service, which really helped speed things up and also helped those who may have struggled 
with a large tree on their own.  We were also selling beautiful wreaths with hand-tied bows by Ginny 
Breismeister.  
 

Our last tree sold when a generous and anonymous driver stopped and bought it for $60, on the premise that 
we give it away to someone else.  What a great note to end on! 
 

I am so proud of our church community for putting so much effort into this annual event to benefit others at 
the busiest time of the year.  I had a lot of fun working with all of you and getting to know you better.  I think 
we made a lot of new friends with the customers and raised awareness for the non-profit organizations, too.   
 

I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas Season.  Much peace and happiness in 2016.  

Tamara Ng-Yow,  
Outreach Chair 

The Christmas Tree and Wreath Sale was a huge success!! 
We sold out of 470 trees by 1:30 pm on Sat, Dec. 12...a 
day and a half ahead of plan!  Congratulations to all our 
fabulous volunteers!  Thanks to the volunteers and to all 
those who purchased trees, wreaths, garland, etc., we will 
be donating over $28,000 to Kids in Crisis, Shelter for the 
Homeless, Young Mariners Foundation, Call-A-Ride, 
UNICEF and BackCountry Jazz (music programs for un-
derserved students in Brideport). Wow!  

More pix: 
www.fccog.org/photo-gallery/ 

http://www.fccog.org/photo-gallery/
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Harvest Sunday - Christmas Eve 2015 

 

 

 
 

Visit our Photo Gallery to view more pictures:  fccog.org/photo-gallery/  

Delivering  school bags to Inspirica from Nights Off 350 Bags of food for Harvest Sunday 

Youth Advent Scavenger Hunt Annual H.O.M.E. Craft Sale 

Christmas Eve Children’s Service Christmas Eve Festival Service 

http://www.fccog.org/photo-gallery/
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350th Anniversary Celebration  

First Church Flashbacks:  

 

 

 The main parts of our oldest stained glass window, in the north narthex (rear 
right of the Meetinghouse), were selected by Rev. Dewitt C. Eggleston and his 
wife around 1895.  It is in the Tiffany style but was created by the Lamb 
Studios.  It is a joining of three separate windows in the original stone church, 
with the head of Christ in the east window (chancel), St. Cecilia and her pipes 
on the south window (cemetery side) and Jesus at the dinner at Bethany in the 
north window. 

 

 When First Church decided to undertake an overseas mission in 1986, 
Associate Pastor Sally Colegrove initially explored Honduras but it was in the 
midst of a war and Sally felt it was too dangerous to take the young people there.  Instead, a team of six 
adutls and one teenager went to Ankara, Turkey to investigate mission opportunities there.  After that, the 
SPF went to Budapest, Hungary right after the collapse of the Soviet Union when the churches were 
starting to get their buildings back.  Two years later, the church decided to make a trip to Honduras, as 
there was a hiatus in the war and the needs there were enormous.  Subsequently, church youth groups 
made six trips to Honduras, the last one being in 2003.  

 

 On October 31, 1998, Hurricane Mitch devastated Honduras.  We had already established a relationship 
with Dr. Joyce Baker there.  One of our young people doing an internship there, Jamie Rutherford, was 
able to use her satellite telephone to call our church and tell us about the destruction, and that people 
desperately needed food, medicine and clothing at the mission shelter.  The next day, Sunday, it was 
announced in church that we needed money and people to courier medical supplies there.  By the end of 
the week we had $103,000!  Then, on another Sunday somewhat later, we announced that we were 
collecting clothes for Honduras in the Auditorium and that we were going to pack them that night.  By 
that evening, the Auditorium was absolutely filled with bags of clothing over the entire floor!  In about 
three hours, Sally Colegrove and the young people packed 109 boxes full of clothes.  The Dole Fruit 
Company generously agreed to ship the boxes to Honduras. 

 

 Read by Olivia Hartwell:  During the 41-year period from 1968 through 2009, our church presented 
Benjamin Britten’s chancel opera Noye’s Fludde approximately every four 
years.  It was initiated and directed for the first 30 years by Richard Vogt.  
This musical telling of the story of Noah’s Ark is taken from a medieval 
mystery play.  The cast and orchestra were made up of both professionals 
and amateurs representing a broad spectrum of our congregation and 
community.  Most of the costumes and scenery were designed, made, and 
updated over the years by members of our congregation.  There were 
many great performances over the years, but, I must say, that, for me, the 
highlight was in 2005, when an 8-year-old starlet named Olivia Hartwell 
made her Greenwich modern dance debut as the Dove.  After running 
down the aisle of the Meetinghouse in a costume of feathers and flowing 
white chiffon, with an olive branch in my mouth, I was hoisted onto Tom Woodman’s shoulder as he 
joyously sang, It is a Sign of Peace! 

 



17  

 

         JA N UA RYB I RT H D AY S  

01/01  Kelly Loughman 

01/01  Ginny Ridenour 

01/01  Patricia McCarter 

01/01  Catherine Goff 

01/01  Shannon Boles 

01/01  Shira Rieke 

01/02  Robert Alden 

01/02  Jan Meyer 

01/02  Emily LaCivita 

01/02  Ben Shaver 

01/02  Holly Hanson 

01/03  Barbara Martin 

01/03  Tom Ragland 

01/03  Virginia Richards 

01/03  Christian Thalheim 

01/03  Austin Cantwell 

01/04  Doris Moss Davenport 

01/04  Mariann Ekernas 

01/04  Susan Glendon 

01/04  Arnie Arnold 

01/04  Katie Weatherseed 

01/05  Katie Carlson 

01/06  Joseph McBride 

01/06  Jennifer Lepoutre 

01/06  Lindsey Kilmurray 

01/06  Lindsey Trepanier 

01/07  Linda Glover 

01/07  April Gurciullo 

01/07  Henry Shrier 

01/08  Mary-Ann Assing 

01/08  Christopher Ghaffari 

01/08  Owen Tedford 

01/09  Mary Leinbach 

01/09  Dianne Culpen 

01/09  Barbara Pizzimenti 

01/09  William Phyfe 

01/09  BJ Savin 

01/09  Bailey Poole 

01/09  Ella Carlson 

01/09  Ellen Romano 

01/10  Sarah Cleworth 

01/10  Deborah Berner 

01/10  Bruce Glover 

01/10  Lindsay Howland 

01/10  Patrick Toohey 

01/10  Chelsea Bacon 

01/10  Ethan Berman 

01/11  Lauren Wheaton 

01/11  Kelly Reeves 

01/11  Liz Duffy 

01/11  Taylor Stafford 

01/11  John Russell 

01/12  Kathy McLennan 

01/12  Rita Dadzis 

01/12  Judy Guard 

01/12  Patricia Andersen 

01/12  Lenore Mallett 

01/12  Charles Schrohe 

01/13  Peter Heberling 

01/13  Eric Plaskonos 

01/13  Clare Thomas 

01/13  Victoria Mueller Bradford 

01/15  Bob Lubbers 

01/15  Charlie Ginste 

01/15  Mary Beck 

01/15  Nina Kreuter 

01/15  Amelie Dellascenza 

01/16  Joan Johansen 

01/16  Lilian Ruiz 

01/16  Trevor Hanson 

01/16  Lauren O’Donnell 

01/16  Kendall Quick 

01/17  Stephen Sotzing 

01/17  Beth O’Donnell 

01/17  Allison Saari 

01/17  William Thomas 

01/17  Gregory Lico 

01/17  Jake Trask 

01/17  Stephen Dodd 

01/17  Paulina Eileen Farn-Finz 

01/17  Anna Weiksner 

01/18  Chris Begole 

01/18  Jack Taylor 

01/19  Cynthia Sandreuter 

01/19  Leonard Saari 

01/19  Nancy York 

01/19  Laura Janelli 

01/19  James DeFazio 

01/20  Marian Cordner 

01/20  Phebe Huth 

01/20  Grace Alfano 

01/20  Ainsley Sahrbeck 

01/21  Barbara Parker 

01/21  Karina Schless 

01/22  Carol Hermance 

01/22  Barbara Smith 

01/22  Dawn Tutje 

01/22  Martin Mair 

01/22  Mary Helen Morris 

01/22  Nishani Naidoo 

01/22  Abby von Holzhausen 

01/22  Jake von Holzhausen 

01/23  John Maarbjerg 

01/23  Thomas White 

01/23  Alexander Robarts 

01/23  Richard DeFazio 

01/23  Benjamin Velishka 

01/23  Jadesola Ariyibi 

01/23  Maggie Jacoby 

01/24  Jonny Rogers 

01/24  Megan Mahoney 

01/24  Blair Johnson 

01/25  Allan Ferry 

01/25  Tom Wilkinson 

01/25  Liza Johnson 

01/25  Charles Richards 

01/26  Fred Christensen 

01/26  John Bomann 

01/27  John Enquist, Sr. 

01/27  Lindsay Stafford 

01/27  Clement Lepoutre 

01/27  Dawn Ginste 

01/27  Heather B. Breismeister 

01/27  Kristin Lovallo 

01/28  Christopher Moore 

01/28  Paul Kretschmann 

01/28  Selene Dunn 

01/28  Anneliese Mair 

01/28  Lauren Mickley 

01/29  Heather Schimenti 

01/29  Will Trask 

01/29  Ellen Pulitzer 

01/29  Elizabeth Mohn 

01/29  John Romano 

01/30  Gerald Isaacson 

01/31  Eric Andersen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
       
 
 
 

 
 

Deaths: 
 

Rick Woodman 
Betsy Pearson 
Michel Kramer–Metraux 
John Fountain 
Mark Schmidt-Fellner 
Arthur Weigner 
Wallace Brooks Jansen 

Life Events 
 

The Church Offices will be closed Thursday, 
December 31, 2015 and Friday, January 1, 2016 for 
the New Year Holiday.  Also, the Church Office will 
be closed on Monday, January 18 for Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day. 

 

 

Regular Church Office hours: 9 am-4 pm. 

https://www.facebook.com/FCCOGCT?sk=wall
https://twitter.com/fccogct
http://instagram.com/fccogct
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXgou35EY5N803D4e_J4JNA?feature=results_main
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January 2016 Church Calendar 
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The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Ministers:  The Members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Senior Pastor:  Rev. Richard S. DenUyl, Jr.,  RichardD@fccog.org  

Transitional Associate Pastor:  Rev. Meghan D. Young, MeghanY@fccog.org 

Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care:  Rev. Avery C. Manchester, amanchester@fccog.org 

Director of Music:  Dr. Craig Scott Symons, craigs@fccog.org 

Director of Family Ministries:  Rosemary Lamie, rosemaryl@fccog.org 

Director of Church Administration and Finance:  Steve Summerton, steves@fccog.org 

Office Manager/Sr. Administrative Assistant:  Donna White, donnaw@fccog.org  

Director of Membership:  Ginny Breismeister, ginnyb@fccog.org 

Director of Communications:  Barbara Wilkov, barbaraw@fccog.org 

Parish Nurse:  Susan Asselin, RN, susana@fccog.org 

Director of Preschool:  Darla Kohler Steiner, darlak@fccog.org 

Youth Program Director:  Donald Haviland, donaldh@fccog.org  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich                                                                                                         Nonprofit Organization 

108 Sound Beach Avenue                                                                                                                                           U.S. Postage PAID 

Old Greenwich, CT 06870                                                                                                                                            Stamford, CT 

Phone:  203-637-1791                                                                Permit No. 7017 

Fax::  203-637-1540                                                                                                                                                 

www.fccog.org                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                         

  

mailto:RichardD@fccog.org
mailto:MeghanY@fccog.org
mailto:amanchester@fccog.org
mailto:craigs@fccog.org
mailto:rosemaryl@fccog.org
mailto:steves@fccog.org
mailto:donnaw@fccog.org
mailto:ginnyb@fccog.org
mailto:barbaraw@fccog.org
mailto:susana@fccog.org
mailto:darlak@fccog.org
mailto:donaldh@fccog.org
http://www.fccog.org/

