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FCCOG Celebrates Greenwich’s 375th 

 

Visit our Photo Gallery to view more pictures:  fccog.org/photo-gallery/  

http://www.fccog.org/photo-gallery/
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By Rev. Richard S. DenUyl, Jr. 
 

 

 
 

Dear Friends, 

 
For me Thanksgiving has always been a high religious holiday.  First, because I believe the essence of 
all true religion is thanksgiving and praise.  Stop and think about it:  the only thing that we can give 
to God that God cannot create for Himself is our freewill expression of gratitude.  Second, as simple 
and uncomplicated as Thanksgiving is on the surface, it also bears witness to a profound mystery.  
Namely that behind the bread is the seed and the soil and the sun, and behind all of that is the grace 
of God.   Bottom line, everything we enjoy in life is, in reality, gifts from on high.  In the first 
Thanksgiving proclamation of 1863, President Lincoln expressed this eloquently: 

 

The year that is drawing towards its close, has been filled with the blessings of fruitful fields and healthful 
skies.  To these bounties, which are so constantly enjoyed that we are prone to forget the source from which 
they come, others have been added, which are of so extraordinary a nature, that they cannot fail to  
penetrate and soften even the heart which is habitually insensible to the ever watchful providence of  
Almighty God. 

 

No human counsel hath devised nor hath any mortal hand worked out these great things.  They are the 
gracious gifts of the Most High God, who, while dealing with us in anger for our sins, hath nevertheless 
remembered mercy.  

 

It has seemed to me fit and proper that they should be solemnly, reverently and gratefully acknowledged as 
with one heart and voice by the whole American people.  I do, therefore, invite my fellow citizens in every 
part of the United States, and also those who are at sea and those who are sojourning in foreign lands, to 
set apart and observe the last Thursday of November next, as a day of Thanksgiving and Praise to our be-
neficent Father who dwelleth in the Heavens. 

 

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow!” 

 

Happy Thanksgiving. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Speaking Pastorally 

Richard 
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Musical Notes    

 

Our 49th Annual Messiah performance will be held on Sunday, December 13 at 4:00 pm.  The sounds of the 
First Church 75-voice Festival Chorus and 22-member orchestra will fill our historic Meetinghouse as the 
familiar strains of Handel’s masterpiece are presented to help usher in the holiday season.  Our soloists this 
year will be (R-L below) soprano Mary Callahan, mezzo soprano Abby Powell, tenor Brian Giebler, and bass 
Thomas Woodman.  

 

 

 

 

 
This year, tickets for the performance will be $25 with open seating.  We discovered that seats closer to the 
performers, and at a higher price, didn’t attract concert-goers, so we’re returning to seating at one price. 
Since the Holiday Soiree was such a hit last year, we are hosting a reception with finger food, wine, and 
other nibbles in our Auditorium following the performance so you can greet the musicians and your friends 
on this festive day. 
 

Advance ticket sales begin Monday, November 16, in the First Church office.  You may purchase tickets 
Monday-Friday, between 9 am and 4 pm.  Exact change is greatly appreciated.  You may reserve your tickets 
and pay later at the door if you wish.  Bring your friends and family to this wonderful holiday tradition, and 
let’s fill the Meetinghouse during this special 350th anniversary year! 

 

Welcome to Our New Members 

Continued on page 17 ... 

The Schwartz Family:   
Jenny and Doug with Thayer (11), 

Will (9) and Maggie (6). 

The Weiksner Family:   
Mike and Maria with Anna (11), 

George (9) and twins  
Luke and Kaki (7). 

Ken Conover 
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From the                    … Giving Thanks                                     by Sue Asselin, RN 
 
 

 

 

Another season of Thanksgiving is here and I am grateful for all of you who continue to teach me as much as  
I teach you.  Congregants often bring me health-related articles and tips, thus equipping me to better help  
others.  I’m also thankful to live in this beautiful area and to have so many great informational sources  
available to me.  Greenwich Hospital is one of those resources, and I encourage you to participate in the many 
health and wellness programs they offer to the public.  You can find them described in the Health Extensions  
Magazine, available on the literature rack near the double doors closest to the kitchen.  A calendar of events 
can also be found online at www.greenwichhospital.org/news-media/events. We are fortunate to have these 
and many other programs in town. 

 

Medicare Part D Counseling:  Open enrollment for Medicare Part D is October 15 through 
December 7.  If you need help sorting through the choices, help is available.  No-cost  
counseling is offered for Medicare Part D plans through the Town of Greenwich, and also 
here at church.  Individual counseling sessions include internet navigation and comparison of 
plans.  For an appointment with a Town of Greenwich counselor, call the Commission on 
Aging office at 203-862-6710.  For an appointment with your Parish Nurse call me at  
203-637-1791, extension 21.  

 

Blood Drive Outcome:  Thank you to all who made the October 3rd Red Cross Blood Drive a success.  The 
refreshments for the canteen were delicious and very much appreciated!  The live piano music was such a  
special touch.  And this from the Red Cross:  

 

“I would like to express my thanks to you and First Congregational Church for its commitment to American Red 
Cross Blood Services.  On behalf of the patients we serve, we thank you for hosting your blood drive.  Your drive  
resulted in 28 presenting blood donors, and we were able to collect 26 pints of lifesaving blood.  Each of those  
donations could help save up to 3 lives!  Every day someone somewhere needs blood.  Without dedicated coordinators 
and sponsors like you serving as a vital link between the blood supply and those who need blood, the Red Cross could 
not carry out its lifesaving mission.  Again, thank you for your efforts in coordinating a successful blood drive!” 

 

                                                                                                                     Claudette Plasczynski 
                                                                                                                       American Red Cross  
                                                                                                Blood Services – Connecticut Region 
 

Preventing the Flu:  As a reminder, the Wellness Committee will not be offering flu shots this year.  The 
Town of Greenwich flu shot clinics ended in October.  In Stamford, the Tully Center still has clinics and  
recorded information can be heard at 203-276-4948.  You can also receive the vaccine from your doctor or in 
many local pharmacies such as CVS or Walgreens. 

 

The flu vaccine protects against the three or four most prevalent seasonal flu strains, but 
there are others.  And, whether we’re talking about the flu or a cold, these good habits are 
advisable for all seasons:  Wash your hands frequently, cover your cough, use and dispose 
of tissues carefully, stay home when sick, and teach kids to do the same.  With vaccines, 
prudent practices, and the grace of God, may we have a mild flu season. 

 
 

 

http://www.greenwichhospital.org/news-media/events
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Church Bulletin Board: 
 

 
 

 Community Answers, located in Greenwich Library, 203-625-7979:  There are 3-hour shifts Monday-
Friday, 9 am -12 pm, 12-3 pm.  Volunteers answer phones and use website to find resources and events  
for Greenwich residents and beyond.  Help maintain the community calendar.  Volunteers must be 
willing to use the website extensively.  It is a terrific service. 

 

 Meals-on-Wheels,  203-869-1312:  1-1/2 hour shifts Monday-Friday 10-11:30 am.  There is a  
desperate need for volunteers to deliver meals on 12 different routes within Greenwich.  Meals are  
delivered rain or shine. 

 

 Call-a-Ride,  203-661-6633:  Volunteers drive people to doctor's appointments, the supermarket, etc.  
Shifts run from 9 am-12:30 pm and 12:30 to 3 pm.  Wonderful way to discover Greenwich.   

 

 

 
 

Room with own bath for rent; 2nd floor of a private home near Old Greenwich Gables.  Kitchen use for 
breakfast, FREE Wi-Fi, walk to Old Greenwich Train Station, village, deli, grocery.  Minimum 3 days/
week or weekly (relatives/friends coming to visit?).  Mature adult (or couple) only.  References and  
insurance for personal belongings.  Call 203-637-4621 between 10:00 am to Noon.  

                                                                                                                                         Avery’s Book Corner 

This month’s recommendation is the wonderful New York Times bestseller, Living with a Wild God:  A  
Nonbeliever’s Search for the Truth About Everything by Barbara Ehrenreich. 

VOLUNTEER CORNER 

“From the New York Times bestselling author of ‘Nickel and Dimed’ comes 
a brave, frank, and exquisitely written memoir that will change the way 
you see the world. 
 

Barbara Ehrenreich is one of the most important thinkers of our time.   
Educated as a scientist, she is an author, journalist, activist, and advocate 
for social justice.  In ‘Living With a Wild God,’ she recounts her quest—
beginning in childhood—to find “the Truth” about the universe and  
everything else:  ‘What’s really going on?’  ‘Why are we here?’ … Ehrenreich 
reconstructs her childhood mission, bringing an older woman’s wry and 
erudite perspective to a young girl’s impassioned obsession with the questions 
that, at one point or another, torment us all.  The result is both deeply  
personal and cosmically sweeping—a searing memoir and profound reflection on science, relation, 
and the human condition.  With her signature combination of intellectual rigor and uninhibited 
imagination, Ehrenreich offers a true literary achievement—a work that has the power not only to 
entertain but to amaze.” 
 

“The author’s tart, cynical, intelligent voice is intact...A revealing window onto a lively mind at 
work, always questioning, always seeking a better answer.”  ~Newsday 

ROOM FOR RENT - OLD GREENWICH 
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Open Enrollment for 2016-2017 School Year 
 
 
 

 

Continues through November 6, 2015 
 

First Church Preschool offers programs for children ages 2–5 years.  Children are eligible for respective age-
appropriate programs if their birthdays fall on or before December 31, 2016.  Children enrolled in a  

program for 3 –5 year olds must be toilet trained at the time the school year begins in September 2016.   
 

Please call or email us at (203) 637-5430 or melanieg@fccog.org and give us your mailing address  
to receive an official program application, to schedule a tour of the school, or to make inquiries.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For more info, contact Laurie Bennett Heavey at BennettJewelers@ gmail.com 

Or Shawna Aidone at srmachado78@yahoo.com.  

First Church Preschool 

mailto:melanieg@fccog.org
mailto:BennettJewelers@%20gmail.com
mailto:srmachado78@yahoo.com
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News from The Rummage Room  
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich  -  203-637-1875   

 

 

NOVEMBER: 

 

Tis the beginning of the season for turkeys, trimmings, pumpkin pies, and the last of 
the beautiful orange and yellow leaves.  We welcome you to come in and shop for 
serving pieces, chinaware, glassware and all things available for your Thanksgiving 
tables. 

 

For you ‘Early Shoppers,’ the ‘Christmas Shoppe’ will open Monday, November 23 
at 1:00 pm. 

 

Manager Leanne’s Wish List for November:  Thanksgiving items and decorations. 

 

Shopping Hours:  Monday thru Friday 10:00 am to 5:00 pm &  Saturday 10:00 am 
to 1:00 pm. 

Donation Hours:  Monday thru Thursday 9:30 am to 4:30 pm & Friday and 
Saturday 9:30 to 12:30 pm. 

 

Thought for November:  I cannot waste a single moment as precious as autumn 
sunshine by staying indoors.  ~ Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804-1864) 

 

 

FCCOG Giving Tree 2015 
 

On Harvest Sunday, November 22 our Giving Trees will be ready for you to find and fill the wishes of our 
friends at H.O.M.E. Co-op in Orland, Maine and Pilgrim Towers in Stamford.  This is our 10th year of 
bringing holiday blessings to these two communities. 

 

“Thank you for the Christmas presents...everyone was delighted…it is a very difficult 
time of  year for many folks and they would not have a Christmas without your  
support...Your presents to our residents really filled their hearts with Christmas joy.” 

 

The deadline for bringing in your wrapped gifts is Sunday, December 6.   

 

Although a staff member from H.O.M.E. is planning to drive down from Maine to Greenwich to pick up 
the gifts (16+ hours roundtrip), if anyone is heading up to Boston after December 6 and could meet him 
there for a drop off, it would be much appreciated and a great Christmas present!   A minivan or SUV 
should suffice for transporting the gifts.  Please call the Church Office if you can help (203-637-1791).  
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Women’s Fellowship 

 

 

Hats Off  Book Discussion Group 

 

Hats Off  is currently on its  
second read of the fall, The Empress 
Dowager Cixi:  The Concubine 
Who Launched Modern China.   

 

This book study group now meets 
up in the Binney Conference Room on Thursdays 
from 10:00-11:30 am.  All are welcome to join in.  
Please call Jean Bruder at 203-661-1685 for more 
info or questions. 

 

 

Nights Off  Women’s Group 
 

 

The next gathering of the Nights Off women’s 
group will be on  
Monday, November 16 
at 6:30 pm at the home 
of Barbara Norrgard. 
ALL are welcome to 
join us and bring a 
friend! 

 

At this gathering, we 
will be doing a com-
munity service “bag” 
activity. More details 
will follow on the 
church website, in the 
Sunday bulletin and in 
the Friday email blast.  
Please plan to bring a 
snack to share and 
whatever you would 
like to drink.  
 

If you have any  
questions, please contact Shirley Flierl at  
fbtworld@aol.com.   
 

 

TAI CHI with Joe Alampi 
Wednesdays at 8 am and Thursdays at 9 am   

In the Auditorium  
(Memory Garden when weather allows).  

Great for all levels, beginner to experienced.   
 

Only $10 per class.  Drop-ins are welcome.   
No registration required.  

 

 

 

 

 

Kettle Quilters 
 

Try us, you’ll like us and the work we do!  Come for an hour - two - three.  Get hooked! 

 

We still need help with the raffle quilt for the Women’s Fellowship Spring Lunch-
eon coming up in 2016.  Every stitch will help to get us to our goal. 

 

Also, we intend to start with the farewell quilt for Mark Montgomery.  Get in-
volved from the start!  Fabrics and design still to be picked. 
 

See you on Mondays 9:00 am to 12 noon in the Binney Conference Room 
(upper level). 
 

Questions, contact Inge Thalheim at 203-637-9614 or inge.thalheim@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:fbtworld@aol.com
mailto:inge.thalheim@gmail.com
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350th Anniversary Celebration First Church Flashbacks:  

  

 Rev. H. Martin Kellogg, our pastor from 1882-1886, resigned due to his family pressuring him to leave 
this area because of the swampy bog across the street in what is now Binney Park.  There were a few cases 
of malaria in town in those days and they were scared he might catch malaria from the bog. 

 

 In the late 1800s, J. Kennedy Tod owned a mansion on what we now call Tod’s Point.  Even though he 
was not a church-going man, he became friends with our pastor, Rev. DeWitt Eggleston and his wife, and 
generously sent them on a trip to Europe!  This was sometime between 1894 and 1910. 

 

 In 1678 Jeremiah Peck became our first settled pastor.  He was one of the “27 Proprietors of 1672” of the 
Town of Greenwich.  He refused to baptize the children of non-professors to the church, according to the 
General Assembly’s Half-Way Covenant.  He left the church in 1689 since several Quaker families refused 
to pay part of his salary.  He was given 40 acres of land that came to be known as “Pecksland.”  Today, in 
mid-country Greenwich, you can drive along Pecksland Road that runs between Round Hill and Riversville 
Roads. 

 

 In 1835 the women of First Church kicked out all the men for swearing, drinking and not attending 
church every Sunday.  There were only nine women at the time!  Rev. Thomas Payne began as the new 
pastor there after he was assured it was proper for him to administer the Lord’s Supper to only females and 
that he could admit new members without help from the church committee (traditionally male).  He 
helped to mend the rifts and stayed for seven years.  One influence on the men was Drake Lockwood, who 
sold rum and “probably made it, too.”  Men gathered at a place on Shore Road, also known as Hell Street.  
One man was known as “Old-Cuss-to-Death.” 

 

 When the white pillared church in the cemetery burned down on December 7, 1895, among the few 
things rescued were hymnals, the Mason and Hamlin organ, and a piano.  The organ stood on the right 
side of the pulpit and was rescued through a window on that side, while the piano went out another 
window. 

Caregivers Support Group  

in November 

 

Our Caregivers Support Group will meet on 
Sunday, November 1 from 11:15 am to 12:00 
pm in the Senior Pastor’s Office.  This group is 
for those who currently are, or 
recently have been, a caregiver 
for a family member or friend.  
The group offers a confidential 
place where participants can 
share experiences, learn new 
information and receive  
emotional support and comfort.   
 

Dorothy Mueller, FCCOG Stephen Minister is 
the group facilitator and can be reached for more 
info at 203-588-9896 or email:  
dorothymueller1@gmail.com. 

Do We Have Your Correct  

Email Address? 

 
 

In this age of technology, it’s very important to be 
able to stay in touch with as many people in our 
congregation as possible via email.  Our weekly 
Friday email tells you all about what’s coming up 
on Sunday and keeps you up to date with goings- 
on at the church and with our congregation.  You 
don’t want to miss out on these important  
communications.  

 

PLEASE make sure that we have the most current 
email address for you and your family.  Email 
Barb Wilkov at barbaraw@fccog.org to keep your 
communications up to date. 

mailto:%20dorothymueller1@gmail.com
mailto:%20dorothymueller1@gmail.com
mailto:barbaraw@fccog.org
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November Responsibilities and Assignments 

Memorial Services: 

 

Donna Hascher - Nov 1-7 

Carolyn MacLea - Nov 8-14 

Pam Grunow -  Nov 15-21 

Bobbie Hopkins - Nov 22-28 

Wendy Reynolds - Nov 29-Dec 5 

November 1 Communion: (All 8 Serve) 
 

Dick Peebles - Capt. 

Pat Larrabee, Wendy Reynolds,  

Eric Schless, Rick Woodman 

 Set up 

Pam Grunow, Barbara Norrgard,  

Johann Thalheim 

Clean up 
 

 

 

Deacon Assignments:                                                    
 

Invocation 
Pam Grunow 

 

Hospital Notes  
Barbara Norrgard 

 

Fellowship Hour: 

Board of Trustees 
 

 

Our Annual Christmas Tree Sale begins Saturday, November 28! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The key to the success of this church tradition is VOLUNTEERS!  Last year $21,000 was donated 

from this tree sale to local charities.  We want to raise even more this year!  Teens can receive  

community service hours, so bring the kids!  Each shift is 2 or 2.5 hours. 

 

Here’s how to sign up to volunteer: 

1. Contact Tamara Ng-Yow, head of Outreach, at 203-253-9698 or tupham123@gmail.com.  

2. Use the Sign-up link on the church website at www.fccog.org. 

3. Sign up on the poster at Fellowship Hour or in the hallway during the week.  

 

And don’t forget to buy your tree at the sale and ask your friends to buy theirs from us as well.  They 

are fresh cut, New Hampshire Balsam and Fraser Fir trees.  And, most importantly, All Profits Go to 

Charity!  Your tree purchase will bring comfort and joy to others beyond the holidays.  

 

So, remember, the Tree Sale starts Saturday, November 28 and continues each Saturday and  

Sunday while supplies last. There will also be wreaths, garland, etc. We also need volunteers to help 

with setting up tree stands and unloading trees, so sign up to help today!! 

Gather your family and friends  

and sign up to help sell Christmas trees! 

It’s a First Church Tradition!!!   

All proceeds go to charity!   

mailto:tupham123@gmail.com
mailto:www.fccog.org
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Church School Visits Pilgrim Towers to get ready for Halloween: 

 

 

CHURCH SCHOOL CALENDAR 

November 1– December 1 

October 31:     Change your clocks before going to bed! — “fall back” and sleep an extra hour. 

November 1:    All Saints Day in worship / confirmands “bring back” some of the saints of First Church /      

                         4th-8th graders in worship 

November 1:    Regular Church School for 3’s through 3rd grade 
 

Next Workshop Rotation Series:   
The Ten Commandments / the workshops will be cooking, and crafts and games. 

 

November 8:    Regular Church School 

November 15:  Harvest Sunday / All Choirs Sing / No Church School—Bring bag(s) of nonperishable  

                         groceries for Neighbor-to-Neighbor and H.O.M.E. Co-op in Orland, Maine Food Pantries.        

                         Our goal is 350 bags.  Guess why! 

November 29:  Thanksgiving Weekend / 1st Sunday of Advent / Make a family Advent wreath. 

Save the date … 
You’re invited to prepare for Christmas with family, friends & fun! 

 

Come to the Advent Craft Workshop! 

Sunday, December 6 

2:00 - 4:00 pm 

Daniels Center 

On October 25, several church school families from the 4th and 5th grade and others, travelled over to  
Stamford to share some Halloween fun with our neighbors at the one senior citizen housing program in 
the area that our church helped to build and still supports.  We sing, play games and share a wonderful 
meal provided by the residents of Pilgrim Towers.  We bring decorations and goody bags and a wonderful 
time is had by all. 
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Another First Church Day at Neighbor to Neighbor 

Saturday November 14, 8:30 am - 12:30 pm 

 

Pumpkins, Pizza & Prose - We had a spooky good time! 

A First Church Day at Neighbor to Neighbor is not just for Church School!  All 
church members should join us as we volunteer in the Clothing Room and the 
Food Pantry, usually in two shifts 8:30–10:30 am and 10:30 am to 12:30 pm. 
Since Neighbor to Neighbor has a policy of 12 year olds and older covering these 
operations, we have come up with an activity for our younger children who also 
want to be involved in Community Service. On November 14, Neighbor to 
Neighbor will have a room available to us so we can make Thanksgiving crafts to 
be included in the food packages that are distributed to the Neighbor to Neighbor 
clients for Thanksgiving. 

 

To sign up for either The Clothing Room, The Food Pantry or Craft Making, 
please email ROSEMARYL@FCCOG.ORG. 

mailto:ROSEMARYL@FCCOG.ORG
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Soup Kitchen Volunteers Needed! 
  

 

We need volunteers to cook, deliver and/or serve chili for Monday, 
November 2 (11:30 am to 1:15 pm) at New Covenant House, 90 
Fairfield Ave., Stamford.  The chili needs to be cooked on Sunday, 
November 1.  No shopping for ingredients is required.  All ingredi-
ents and directions are in the Daniels Center kitchen.  Email Tamara 
Ng-Yow at tupham123@gmail.com with any questions or to sign up.  

 

We are also in need of volunteers throughout the year.  If you, a 
group of your friends, or a representative group of people from 
FCCOG would like to prepare and/or serve chili, just contact  
Tamara at the email above.   
 

 

 

 

Saturday, November 21,  

9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

& 

Sunday, November 22,  

11:00 am to 1:00 pm 
Stop by and enjoy a bit of Maine 

hospitality and shopping! 

Don’t miss this great opportunity for our congregation to support the H.O.M.E. community!  Come see 
the handmade quilts, Christmas decorations and gifts, woolens, pottery, wooden toys, weavings, homemade 
jams, maple syrup, and much, much more!   

 
H.O.M.E. (Homeworkers Organized for More Employment) is a 
craft co-operative working with the rural poor in Hancock  
County, Maine.  H.O.M.E.’s efforts to help those in need include 
the operation of a free clinic, a soup kitchen and food bank,  
homeless shelters, learning center with daycare, literacy and GED 
tutoring, alternative high school and college-level programs, and 
job and craft training. 

 
ALL PROCEEDS FROM THIS SALE GO DIRECTLY TO H.O.M.E.  

mailto:tupham123@gmail.com
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JPF - Junkyard Jammin' 
Sunday, November 8 

Anyone can make music, and anyone can make their own musical instruments!  We'll be using home made instru-
ments that anyone can play to have our very own junkyard jam session.  If you have your own musical instrument 
that you love to jam with, please bring it with you! 

 

SPF - Ask Me Anything About Life After High School 
Sunday, November 8 

After high school... what else is there?  Do you have to go to college?  What are the things you need to look out for 
and look forward to?  Joining us this evening is a guest panel of students, Resident Directors, and recent graduates 
here to answer any questions you might have that your guidance counselor can't or won't give you. 

 

JPF & SPF Movie Night: The Charlie Brown Movie 
Sunday, November 15 

You're a good man, Charlie Brown, and everyone knows it!  Whether you supported the musical adventures of the 
Peanuts gang last year, have been a diehard fan for years, or don't even know who the heck this Charlie Brown  
fellow is... you're welcome to see the movie with us! 

 

SPF Stress and Anxiety Relief Workshop 
Sunday, November 22 

College applications got you down?  Homework and SAT prep starting to drive you nuts?  Our special guest, John 
Mongiovi, is a nationally recognized hypnotist that regularly helps people to break bad habits, reduce performance 
anxiety, and combat stress through guided meditations.  We hope that you'll join us for a truly enlightening (and 
relaxing) evening! 

 

For the most up-to-date information on youth events at First Church, please visit fccogyouth.com or email Donald 
Haviland at donald.haviland@gmail.com. 

http://fccogyouth.com/
mailto:donald.haviland@gmail.com
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 Welcome to Our New Members...continued 

David and daughter, Betsy Burleson with 
wife/mother/member, Nan Burleson 

The DiPreta Family:  Richard and Cindy 
with Christopher (6) and Charlotte (4) 

Janet Caswell with Dylan (10) Sally Caswell  Scott Hansen and Nadine Greenwood 

Mike Gacek and Katie Halloran The Kurczewski Family:   
Steve and Connie with  

Timothy (6) 

The Worden Family:  Mike and 
J.J. with Kensington (10), Kiara (4) 

and Joseph (1) 
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350th Anniversary Celebration  

 

Here’s what’s coming up: 

 

 Special All Saints’ Day Service:  Sunday, November 1 

 Brenda Stiers Speaker Series:  Saturday, November 14, 5 pm —  
Rev. Dr. Serene Jones, President, Union Theological Seminary, and Dr. 
Robert Johnson, President, Institute for New Economic Thinking and Senior Fellow and 
Director of the Global Finance Project, Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt Institute — 
Prophets and Profits:  Economics and Theology in Today’s World (see flyer on page 21). 
Dr. Jones will also be our Guest Preacher on Sunday, November 15. 

 Harvest Sunday:  November 22 — Collecting and donating 350 bags of food! 

 Brenda Stiers Speak Series:  Sunday, December 6, Ignited by Faith — Guest Preacher, Jim 
Ziolkowski, Founder, buildOn and Author of  “Walk in Their Shoes.”  Special reception to 
follow service. 

 

Honoring the Past, Celebrating the Present,  

Leaning into the Future. 

 

 

 

 
 

Christian Outreach is a core mission of FCCOG where we support people 
in need in our wider community, both locally and nationally.  For our up-
coming Harvest Sunday Offering, the Christian Outreach Committee is 
presenting a challenge, once again, to the congregation to collect a signifi-
cant number of grocery bags filled with canned and dry goods which will 
be distributed to the following agencies: 
 

Neighbor to Neighbor 
H.O.M.E. (Homeworkers Organized for More Employment) 

Food Bank of Lower Fairfield County 
 

This year as we celebrate our 350th anniversary our goal is to collect 350 
bags of food!  Once again this year, we have obtained, through a generous 
discount at ShopRite, sturdy re-usable bags which will be available in the 
Narthex of the Church in the beginning of November.  Please take a bag 
(or two if so inclined) and fill it with canned and other dry goods.  Bring 
your filled bags to the Harvest Sunday Service on November 22 where 
they will be collected as part of our Offering during the worship service.   

 

Please accept the challenge and extend the Christian Outreach of FCCOG!!! 

HARVEST SUNDAY CHALLENGE!  

350 BAGS OF FOOD! 
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November 2015 Church Calendar 
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         NOV E M B E RB I RT H D AY S  

11/01  Diane Jenkins 

11/01  Anne Almy 

11/01  Chuck Ainsworth 

11/01  Anne Castine 

11/01  Richard Taggart 

11/01  Katherine Kabot 

11/01  Natasha Sibirzeff 

11/02  Thomas Woodman 

11/02  Annabel Marie Enquist 

11/02  Endy Anderson 

11/02  Sarah Mickley 

11/03  Todd Gaulocher 

11/03  Sarah Kramer 

11/04  Lee Watkins 

11/04  Gretchen Almy 

11/04  Richard Almy 

11/04  Stevie Eveland 

11/04  Kendall Witmer 

11/04  Parker Freeman 

11/05  James Starkweather 

11/05  Sally Graham 

11/05  Alexandra Smith 

11/05  Shona Quinn 

11/05  Vasil Golodinskii 

11/05  Anna Wilkinson 

11/05  Tyler Shaw 

11/06  Richard Mahoney 

11/06  Millie George 

11/06  Debra Shaw 

11/06  Holly Wilkinson 

11/06  Meg Stewart 

11/06  Emily Ziac 

11/06  Christopher Tierney 

11/07  Joyce Carlson 

11/07  Kirk Young 

11/07  Deborah Graves 

11/07  Rebecca Assing 

11/08  Doris Sisley 

11/08  Sandra Phelps 

11/08  Peter Gurciullo 

11/08  Carson Davis 

11/09  John Leidy 

11/09  Torsten Sippel 

11/09  Willem Venema 

11/09  Cole Perry 

11/09  Tessa Laffan 

11/10  Ann Isaacson 

11/10  Mary Jane Penwell 

11/10  Kristen Bodenstein 

11/10  Elizabeth Cooper 

11/10  Emma Wilfert 

11/11  Charles Kolb 

11/12  Richard Miller 

11/12  Jerry Carnegie 

11/12  Jennifer DeFazio 

11/12  Allison Millspaugh 

11/13  Susan Alden 

11/13  Paul Ghaffari 

11/13  Griffin Sandberg 

11/13  Hunter Serenbetz 

11/13  Charlie Windels 

11/14  Carol Mawhinney 

11/14  Christine Chao 

11/14  Craig Breismeister 

11/14  Duncan Graham 

11/14  Sam Grunow 

11/14  Kimberly Jordaan 

11/15  Cindy Bailey 

11/15  Mark Montgomery 

11/15  Richard DenUyl, Jr. 

11/15  Steven Lico 

11/16  Peter Grunow 

11/16  Andrew Williams 

11/17  David Silliphant 

11/17  Nathaniel Sadler 

11/17  Suzanna Ryckman 

11/18  James Thomas 

11/19  Betty Bonsal 

11/19  Gail Lauridsen 

11/19  Peter Sibirzeff 

11/19  Robert LaCivita 

11/19  Matias Healy 

11/19  William van Rhyn 

11/19  Christopher Ryckman, Jr. 

11/20  Richard Gilbert 

11/20  Paula Mickley 

11/20  Miran Robarts 

11/20  Rebecca Berlin 

11/20  Avanelle Kelly 

11/21  Bill Fossum, Jr. 

11/21  Judy Goodchild 

11/21  Ann Claps 

11/21  Shauna Leek 

11/21  Taylor Ware 

11/21  Lola Dellascenza 

11/22  Dennis Humbert 

11/22  Suzanne Dakin 

11/22  Kurt von Holzhausen 

11/22  Kimberly Dempsey 

11/22  Maddie Dunn 

11/22  Adrianna Perisa 

11/23  Kristen Quick 

11/24  Sean Brady 

11/24  Katherine Jacobs 

11/24  Jennifer Provoost 

11/24  Terence Flanagan 

11/25  Maesie Clarkson Wylie 

11/25  Caroline Farriss 

11/25  Taylor Pratt 

11/25  Aydin Rose 

11/26  Harry Culpen 

11/26  Pat Larrabee 

11/27  Sandra McCue 

11/28  Rosina Primo 

11/28  Diana Frazier 

11/28  Michael Russell 

11/29  Patricia Leibfried 

11/29  Robert Morris 

11/29  Charlie Smith 

11/30  George Friend 

11/30  Jenna Benoit 

11/30  Chloe Mackell 

11/30  Sloan Jacoby 

11/30  Samuel Jenkins 

11/30  Caitlyn O’Gorman 

 

 

The Church Office will be closed 
Thurs, Nov 26 and Fri, Nov 27  
for the Thanksgiving holiday. 

 

 

 

Baptisms:   

Margaret Claire Schwartz,  
       daughter of Jennifer Wilson Schwartz and Douglas Schwartz 

Kendall Carlin Reeves,  
      daughter of Kelly Carlin Reeves and Francis Peter Reeves, III 

Kathryn Veronica Weiksner,  
      daughter of Maria Quirk Weiksner and George Michael Weiksner 

Luke Cutter Weiksner,  
      son of Maria Quirk Weiksner and George Michael Weiksner 

Hanna Babbitt Deck and twin daughters, Peyton Katharine Deck  
     and Riley Everett Deck (also daughters of Joseph Deck) 

 
 
 
 

Deaths: 
 

John Standish 

Life Events Turn the Clocks Back! 

Remember to turn your 
clocks back by one hour 
at 2 am on Nov 1. So be 
sure to do it the night 
before (Halloween 
night!) so you don’t miss Church! 

https://www.facebook.com/FCCOGCT?sk=wall
https://twitter.com/fccogct
http://instagram.com/fccogct
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXgou35EY5N803D4e_J4JNA?feature=results_main
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The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Ministers:  The Members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Senior Pastor:  Rev. Richard S. DenUyl, Jr.,  RichardD@fccog.org  

Bridge Associate Pastor:  Rev. Meghan D. Young, MeghanY@fccog.org 

Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care:  Rev. Avery C. Manchester, amanchester@fccog.org 

Director of Music:  Dr. Craig Scott Symons, craigs@fccog.org 

Director of Family Ministries:  Rosemary Lamie, rosemaryl@fccog.org 

Director of Church Administration and Finance:  Steve Summerton, steves@fccog.org 

Office Manager/Sr. Administrative Assistant:  Donna White, donnaw@fccog.org  

Director of Membership:  Ginny Breismeister, ginnyb@fccog.org 

Director of Communications:  Barbara Wilkov, barbaraw@fccog.org 

Parish Nurse:  Susan Asselin, RN, susana@fccog.org 

Director of Preschool:  Darla Kohler Steiner, darlak@fccog.org 

Youth Program Director:  Donald Haviland, donaldh@fccog.org  

Pastors Emeriti:  Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Rev. Sally Colegrove 

Director of Music Emeritus: Dr. John Stansell 
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