
 

 

Volume 16/Number 10/October 2015  

 

First Church Preschool..………………....8 

The Rummage Room..…………………..9 

Church School…………………….……10 

Pumpkins, Pizza & Prose Event……….…..11 

Women’s Fellowship/Spirit Awards…….12 

Flashbacks/Church Meetings/Caregivers.13 

 

Fall Kick-Off Sunday Pictures………...2 

Speaking Pastorally….…………….…..3 

Musical Notes….……….…………..…4 

FCCOG Youth……….………….........5 

From the Parish Nurse……………......6 

Book Corner/College Loan/Volunteer..7 

 

New Member Class/Tree Sale/Assign’s14 

Memorial Speaker Series….……….….15  

Historical Committee/Soup Kitchen....16 

Birthdays/Life Events...……………….17 

October Church Calendar..…………...18 

Can We Get Along? Oct. 3 Speaker…...19 

  

 

 

  
 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

 

The members of  First Church have been finding  
their own answers for 350 years. 

Join us in the Meetinghouse on Sunday, October 25,  
as the cycle begins again. 
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FCCOG Fall Kick-Off! 

Visit our Photo Gallery to view more pictures:  fccog.org/photo-gallery/  

http://www.fccog.org/photo-gallery/
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By Rev. Meghan D. Young 
 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 
“I am about to do a new thing;  

now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?  
I will make a way in the wilderness  

and rivers in the desert.”  
                                        ~Isaiah 43:19 

 

 

I used to hear the voice as frustrated and weary, calling a people to attention.  But increasing-

ly, as I imagine the voice of God speaking through the prophet, I hear a voice that is coura-

geously bold and full of giddy excitement.  The voice invites us to be part of this new thing, 

this way of faith so strong that it can make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.  

The voice reminds us that we miss out on some of the best parts of God when we dig our 

heels into the mud of the past or bury our heads in the sands as the Holy Spirit breathes the 

breath of transformation and new life.   

 
And so, I hear this voice in scripture, I turn to it in prayer, and I am excited.  I am excited to 

begin this new ministry at FCCOG, I am excited as the church begins a new program year, 

and I am so excited to see what new thing God has in store for each one and all of us gath-

ered here.  Our faith is odd and wondrous, not for the faint of heart.  But if we listen, if we 

can perceive it, if ready or not we do the work, if we are bold enough to walk into the wil-

derness, well then, perhaps we may find the prayer we need to pray, the ministries we need 

to offer, and the new life springing forth. 

 

Faithfully, 
 

 
 

   

 

 
 

 

Speaking Pastorally 

Meghan 
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MU SI CA L  NO TES            

In the March Meetinghouse 
Monthly, I shared a bit about my 
background as a church musician 
and the “hows and whys” of what 
hymns and service music (any 
responses or doxologies) are used 
in our worship services at First 
Church.  
 

As a child of the 60’s, and in a 
small conservative Presbyterian 
church, the language I encoun-
tered in church was one similar to 
many of you:  King James Version  
scripture was used often in wor-
ship, the Hymnbook (published in 
1955) contained the usual selec-
tions of familiar tunes and words, 
much like The Pilgrim Hymnal.  
However, my home church was 
also Pentecostal, so we had a 
steady diet of early “praise  
choruses” like Thou Hast Turned 
My Mourning into Dancing for 
Me, There’s a River of Life and 
many others.  While they were 
fun to sing, they weren’t spiritual-
ly and musically fulfilling like The 
Church’s One Foundation or 
Crown Him With Many Crowns. 
Even at that age (probably 9 or 
10) my friends and I would giggle 
at these songs when they’d pop 
up during a service. We weren’t 
musically sophisticated or elite, 
but we knew we liked the tradi-
tional tunes more than these  
choruses.  
 

Rev. Meghan D. Young’s first 
sermon here last month was  
entitled Words Matter and, in  
listening to the scripture passages  

what they enjoy the most, music 
or text, I would venture to say 
that music would win to a high 
degree.  Many probably forget 
about texts. But, for me, it really 
is more about the texts than it is 
about the music.  Yes, the music 
certainly makes the texts come 
alive, but sometimes it doesn’t. 
Just take a look at #411 in the 
New Century Hymnal. Many mu-
sicians dislike this hymn because 
of the tricky melodic elements 
which pose challenges for singers, 
both in the choir and in the pew. 

 

Sometimes a cry from the pew is 
“We don’t know that hymn!” “Why 
are we trying to sing something we 
don’t know?”  It’s selected for a 
reason…it has a text that sup-
ports what is focused on in our 
worship that day.  Not all the 
time, but most of the time. 
Sometimes scriptures or sermons 
won’t have 3 hymns to directly 
support the topic of the day; an-
other hymn that is a “good ‘ole 
hymn” is chosen to help us reflect 
on our faith journey.  I also rotate 
the doxologies throughout the 
year to keep worship energized 
and fresh, but also to make us 
aware that there is more than one 
way to praise God for all of our 
blessings, and our service music 
should reflect that. 
 

Just a few weeks ago I had a con-
gregation member come up to me 
and say “I noticed that you’re play-
ing the organ with spaces at certain  

            Continued on next page... 

she chose, along with her sermon 
text, it reminded me of the series 
I started for this newsletter. 
Words do matter. Scripture pas-
sages matter, hymn texts matter, 
and the words we say to and 
about each other matter.  In 
1977, the UCC General Synod 
approved the beginnings of a new 
hymnal for the denomination. 
This eventually led to the  
publication of The New Century  
Hymnal in 1995.  Many people 
were shocked at the drastic 
changes in this new worship aid; 
primarily the elimination of  
virtually all gender identification, 
and archaic terminology such as 
“thee” and “thou.” 
 

With the vast choice of hymns 
available through a number of 
hymnals and online resources, 
today, worship planners have 
seemingly endless options for any 
church service.  The use of digital 
media for our personal listening 
has also given each of us an end-
less array of musical choices.  
Choosing music that has “mass 
appeal” isn’t something that  
usually enters into the planning 
process for me.  Some of you 
know, but many probably don’t: 
typically, I am the one who 
chooses the service music, based 
on scriptures or themes for that 
Sunday.  As mentioned in the 
last installment, topics and scrip-
tures are the primary references 
for what hymns are used on  
Sunday mornings.  If one were to 
poll the people in the pews about  

Hymns and Our Christian Faith (Part 2 in a series) 

I can’t stand that hymn...I love that hymn:  Pleasing everyone in a diverse world 

From the desk of Dr. Craig Scott Symons, Director of Music 
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points in our hymn singing.  Is that  

because you’re paying close atten-
tion to the punctuation in the 
hymn texts?”  That person got it. 
The text is a story. It needs to be 
sung like a story.  Hymns are sto-
ries that reflect the faith of their  
authors and still speak to us 
whether the text was written in 
1815 or in 2015. 
 

It’s definitely too early to know 
what music written over the last 
25 years will endure the test of 
time and continue to be included 
in worship 75-100 years from 
now, but I would assert that, 
with a fair degree of certainty, 

many of the hymns in the  
Pilgrim Hymnal (and probably 
some of the newer ones in The 
New Century Hymnal) will stand 
the test of time.  A majority of 
those hymns have been in  
existence for centuries.  
 

The two greatest gifts we can give 
ourselves and our children and 
their children are the Bible and a 
hymnal.  I challenge you for the 
next few months to give yourself 
some “alone” time during the 
prelude on Sunday mornings. 
Scan the bulletin and read the 
texts of the hymns for that  
morning. Read them as stories of 

faith, because they are.  Read 
them as words to live by for your 
upcoming week, because they are.  
 

In the book of Luke we hear how 
Mary “pondered these things in her 
heart.”  Take these words and 
ponder them in your hearts.  

 

Before the hills in order stood, 

Or earth received her frame, 

From everlasting Thou art God, 

To endless years the same. 

MU SI CA L  NO TES  Continued from previous page…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

For the most up-to-date information on youth events at First Church, please visit fccogyouth.com or email 
Donald Haviland at donald.haviland@gmail.com. 

 

Junior Pilgrim Fellowship, Sundays 4:00 - 5:00 PM 

Junior Pilgrim Fellowship is a group open to all 6th - 8th graders that focuses on team-building exercises and 
community outreach. Whether you're looking for your next big adventure or just a fun, safe, group to hang 
out with, you're bound to find friends here! 

 

Senior Pilgrim Fellowship, Sundays 6:00 - 7:30 PM 

Senior Pilgrim Fellowship is open to all 9th - 12th graders, and focuses on creating a safe space for high 
school students to support one another and be themselves.  We create opportunities for peer mentorship,  
discussion of relevant issues, activities for stress relief, and events to help better the community. 

http://fccogyouth.com
mailto:donald.haviland@gmail.com
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From the                                                                                   by Sue Asselin, RN 
 
 

Red Cross Blood Drive – October 3: 

The FCCOG Wellness & Women’s Fellowship Committees are hosting a Red Cross Blood 
Drive on Saturday, October 3 from 8:30 am to 1:30 pm.  We’ve been looking for volunteers to 
make refreshments or play the piano.  If you read this before Oct. 3rd and want to help, please 
contact Sue Asselin, Parish Nurse at ext. 21. 
 

As always, blood donors are very much appreciated.  One donated unit of blood can save up to three lives in 
our local hospitals.  If you are 17 or older (no upper age limit) and in good health, you are probably eligible. 
To assure adequate staffing from the blood center in Farmington and to help with a smoother flow of donors, 
please call 1-800-GIVE LIFE to make an appointment to donate.  Look for helpful tips for a successful  
donation on the Wellness bulletin board (outside the Lounge). 
 

~~~~ 
 

Attention Medicare Enrollees:  

The Medicare Part D prescription drug insurance open enrollment period is October 15 to 
December 7. It is prudent to review your plan each year to make sure you have the plan that 
best fits your needs.  Counseling, including navigating the Medicare.gov website, is available 
with your Parish Nurse and through the Greenwich Commission on Aging.  For an appoint-
ment with your Parish Nurse, call Sue at extension 21. For an appointment with a Town of 
Greenwich trained counselor at either the Senior Center or a library, contact the Commission 
on Aging at 203-862-6710. 
 

~~~~ 
 

Flu Vaccine Season is upon us.  The influenza vaccine helps protect you and your loved ones from getting the 
flu. For some of us the flu is uncomfortable and inconvenient, but for others (the very young, the very old, and 
the already ill) it can be life-threatening. The Center for Disease Control (CDC) offers these facts to encourage 
us to be immunized:  Each year influenza results in over 200,000 hospitalizations and thousands of deaths in 
the United States, primarily in people under 2 years old or over 65 years old.  If you fall somewhere in the 
middle of these age groups, consider getting immunized to protect others that you come in contact with. 
 

Please be aware, the Wellness Committee will not be offering flu shots this year.  The Town of Greenwich will 
have flu shot clinics on several dates beginning with the Health and Wellness Expo (Senior Fair) on Thursday, 
October 1, from 9:00 am to1:00 pm, at the Eastern Greenwich Civic Center on Harding Road.  Subsequent 
town clinics will be offered on October 8, 15, 22, and 27.  For those with Medicare, bring your card and the 
vaccine will be covered.  Individuals age 9 and older can be vaccinated at these clinics, however, insurances 
other than Medicare will not be billed and there is a fee of $35 payable by cash or check.  More information 
about the flu vaccine and these Town of Greenwich flu shot clinics is available on a recorded phone message at 
203-622-3774, on the Wellness bulletin board outside the Lounge, and at this link: 

http://www.greenwichct.org/upload/medialibrary/7dc/hd-flu-season-news-release-2015.pdf 
 

~~~~~ 
 

Parish Nurse Hours: 

Sundays 10:00 to 12:00 - Look for me near Fellowship Hour. 

Tuesdays and Wednesdays 11:00 to 4:00 - Due to the construction, my temporary office is in the Green 
Room behind the Auditorium stage.  Call me at extension 21 if you’d like to arrange ahead of time to have me 
meet you near the reception desk. 
 

http://www.medicare.gov
http://www.greenwichct.org/upload/medialibrary/7dc/hd-flu-season-news-release-2015.pdf
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Church Bulletin Board: 
 

 
 

 

American Red Cross:  

Volunteers are always needed at the Greenwich Chapter of the 
American Red Cross! Help at the blood drives with registration or 
the canteen;  at the reception desk answering the phone, taking 
messages, collating, etc.; and with mailings etc. If interested 
please contact Jean Watkins at jjtw425@optonline.net  or call Andrew Sindell at the Greenwich 
Chapter, 99 Indian Field Rd, Greenwich at 203-869-8444. 

                                                                                                                                         Avery’s Book Corner 

This month’s book suggestion is $2.00 a Day:  Living on Almost Nothing in America by Kathryn J. Edin 
and H. Luke Shaefer.  This is an essential book for today and I used it in my sermon on Sunday, September 
6 (check out my sermon at fccog.org in the Sermon Library if you missed it). 

VOLUNTEER CORNER 

 “A remarkable book that could very well change the way we think about poverty in the United 
States...This essential book is a call to action...arousing both the nation’s consciousness and con-
science about the plight of a growing number of invisible citizens.”    ~ NY Times Book Review 

 

“With any luck...this important book will spark election year debate over how America cares for  
its most vulnerable.”                                                                                       ~ Mother Jones  

 

“This searing look at extreme poverty deftly mixes policy research and heartrending narratives… 
Mixing academic seriousness and deft journalistic storytelling, this work may well move readers to 
positive action.”                                                                                        ~Publishers Weekly 

 

“…Kathy Edin and Luke Shaefer reveal a shameful truth about our prosperous nation:  many-far 
too many–get by on what many of us spend on coffee each day.  It’s a chilling book, and should be 
essential reading for all of us.”            ~Alex Kotlowitz, author of There Are No Children Here 

 

The College and University Loan Fund 

Last Call for Loans for This Academic Year! 
Any student within the First Church family who needs financial assistance for the current academic year (Aug. 2015-July 
2016) and has not yet applied, is strongly encouraged to send in an application for a loan from the church's College and 
University Loan Fund (the "CULF") right away.  If you have previously applied for a CULF loan, you need only com-
plete the loan agreement.  Application forms and loan agreements are available on the church website and in the church 
office.  To access forms online, go to www.fccog.org, and  scroll down to "News You Can Use" on the homepage, and 
click on the link for the College and University Loan Fund. 
 

Completed and signed forms can be emailed to: CULF@FCCOG.ORG  

or mailed to: First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

108 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich, CT  06870, ATTN:  CULF 

Good luck to all the students in the First Church family! 

mailto:jjtw425@optonline.net
http://www.fccog.org
http://www.fccog.org
mailto:CULF@FCCOG.ORG
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Open Enrollment for 2016-2017 School Year 
 
 
 

 

October 1, 2015—November 6, 2015 
 

 

First Church Preschool offers programs for children ages 2–5 years.  Children are eligible for respective age-
appropriate programs if their birthdays fall on or before December 31, 2016.  Children enrolled in a pro-
gram for 3 year olds or older must be toilet trained at the time the school year begins in September 2016.   

 
Please call or email us at (203) 637-5430 or melanieg@fccog.org and give us your mailing address  
to receive an official program application, to schedule a tour of the school, or to make inquiries.  

 

 

 

 

Annual Holiday Boutique 
Wednesday, November 4 

 

Join us for the First Church Preschool annual Holiday Boutique   

Wednesday, November 4 

11:00 am to 7:00 pm in the Daniels Center.   

There will be a variety of vendors selling their wares, and a Silent Auction as well.  

Admission is free.   

For more info, contact Laurie Bennett at bennettjewelers@gmail.com.  

First Church Preschool  

 

   Family Portrait Fundraiser 

 

Thank you for supporting First Church Preschool with our 
first fundraiser of the season!  For just $85 (payable to First 
Church Preschool), photographer Jamie Collins 
(www.jamiecollinsphotography.com) will photograph your 
family during a 30-minute photo session at either Tod’s Point 
or Binney Park.  Think holiday cards or simply getting that 
one shot where everyone in your family is actually looking at 
the same time!  Sign-ups are being taken now.  
 

For more info and to sign up for a time slot, visit 
www.signupgenius.com/go/20f044fa5ac22a0fa7-photography 
or email srmachado78@yahoo.com.  SMILE! 

mailto:melanieg@fccog.org
mailto:bennettjewelers@gmail.com
http://www.jamiecollinsphotography.com
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f044fa5ac22a0fa7-photography
mailto:srmachado78@yahoo.com
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News from The Rummage Room  
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich  -  203-637-1875   

 
AUGUST:   
The Rummage Room's total sales for the 51st Reopening Week were $28,468!  This amount contributes 
significantly to funds distributed yearly through the Women's Fellowship Allocation Committee to 
organizations that help make life better for women, children and families.  Manager Maria Drieghe retired on 
August 31 after 20 years of service, and, at 5:00 pm, turned over the reins of The Rummage Room to new 
manager, Leanne Meyer. 
 
SEPTEMBER:   
Sales were up for the month and good donations were plentiful.  The Rummage Room has been gearing up 
for the next three months of heavy shopping events ... Halloween, 
Thanksgiving and Christmas!  
 
OCTOBER:   
‘The Best Little Halloween Shop in Town’ will open on Monday, 
October 5.  When you come in to shop, don't miss the award- winning 
Halloween windows designed by Leanne Meyer and Nancy Hamilton 
using decorations all donated by Rummage Room customers.  
 
Leanne's Wish List for October:  Halloween costumes and accessories; 
Thanksgiving decorations; jewelry; sweaters in cashmere, wool, cotton.  

 
Shopping Hours:  Monday-Friday 10:00 am to 5:00 pm; Saturday 10:00 
am to 1:00 pm. 

Donation Hours:  Monday-Thursday 9:30 am to 4:30 pm; Friday and 
Saturday 9:30 to 12:30 pm. 

 
Thought for October:  Have only one rule:  Be your wild, courageous, brilliant self every single day, no 
matter what.  Find a crazy Halloween costume at The Rummage Room and go out Trick or Treating!!!  Age 
is not important unless you're cheese!!!  
    

 

Rummage Room Co-Treasurer Needed 

 
The Rummage Room Committee is looking for a Co-Treasurer to work with Erna  
Olson. This person would be responsible for paying the bills for The Rummage Room as 
well as generating the financial reports for monthly committee meetings, which are held 
on the second Monday of the month at 1:00 pm.  Time required during the month is 
approximately 5 hours.  An interested volunteer would need to be both good with num-
bers and comfortable with computers.  We use Quickbooks (easy to learn) and Excel.  If 
you are interested, please contact Susan Tedford at stedford@optonline.net or 203-637-8251 for more  
detailed information.  

mailto:stedford@optonline.net
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Rotation Workshop Topics Fall 2015 

“Our Stewardship of God’s Creation;” “The Ten Commandments;” 

And “Advent: Waiting for the Light” 
 

October 4:  Regular Church School; Confirmation Classes Begin  

October 11:  Church School Service Sunday - A “Service Sunday” is a gathering of all 

our children from 5 years old to 5th grade in the Daniels Center.  (Young people 12 years and 

older are always needed to help.)  This one room schoolhouse format is usually scheduled on 

a Sunday when the Greenwich Public Schools and most other area schools have a long 

weekend.  The theme of the day will involve a mission or outreach activity.  On Sunday, 

October 11, the “Service Sunday” will focus on the needs and concerns of older adults and 

we will make something special for the folks at Pilgrim Towers where the 4th and 5th graders 

will go for our annual Halloween Party on October 25. 

October 18:  Regular Church School  

October 25:  Regular Church School  

 

Annual Church School Halloween Party at Pilgrim Towers 

This is the 8th year the Church School will visit with the residents of Pilgrim Towers, a 

UCC sponsored 75 unit apartment building for seniors in Stamford. Over these years, our 

children have shared meals, celebrated holidays, played games, sung songs and planted 

gardens with their new friends. This year, our 4th and 5th graders will visit on October 25 

accompanied by Church School Task Force members, the teachers and parent chaperones. 

If your family has visited before or would like to join us now, even if your children are not 

in the 4th & 5th grade class, please let Rosemary know. We will meet in the Daniels Center 

right after worship and plan to carpool and be at Pilgrim Towers by 11:30 AM. Families will 

receive more details soon. 

Church School in October 
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Women’s Fellowship 

 

Hats Off  Book Discussion Group 

Hats Off  meets each Thursday in the Auditorium 
from 10:00-11:30 am.  The first pick for our fall 
reading was All the Light We Cannot See by  
Anthony Doerr.  For more info or questions, please 
call Jean Bruder at 203-661-1685.  All are always 
welcome!  

 

 

Nights Off  Women’s Group 
 

There is a little change for the Nights Off women’s 
group gathering in October.  Instead of our usual 
third Monday of the month get- 
together, this month we will be 
volunteering to help at the  
Pumpkins, Pizza & Prose 
family fun event on Saturday, 
October 24.  We will need a lot 
of volunteers for this event so please plan to help. 
ALL are welcome to join us.  More information 
will be made available in the Sunday bulletin, the 
weekly Friday email blast and on the church web-
site at www.fccog.org as we get closer to the event.  

 

In the meantime, if you have any questions or 
would like to sign up to help, please contact 
Shirley Flierl at fbtworld@aol.com and put 
“Nights Off” in the subject line.  See you all on 
the 24th!  Happy Halloween!  

 

TAI CHI with Joe Alampi 
Wednesdays at 8 am and Thursdays at 9 am   

In the Auditorium  
(Memory Garden when weather allows).  

Great for all levels, beginner to experienced.   
 

Only $10 per class.  Drop-ins are welcome.   
No registration required.  

 

 

 

 

Kettle Quilters 

Quilters of all experience levels are welcome to join the Kettle Quilters on Monday mornings in the Binney 
Conference Room to work on a beautiful heirloom quilt which will be raffled off at our Annual Meeting in 
May. With happy thoughts, our quilters gather together to complete our 46th annual quilt!  Come & join us! 
 

Fabric we love, stitch we must,  
each other’s company we enjoy! 

 

Mondays 9:00 am to 12 noon 

Binney Conference Room 
 

Questions, contact Inge Thalheim at 203-637-9614  
or inge.thalheim@gmail.com. 2015 45th  

Annual Quilt 

 

2015 YWCA Spirit of Greenwich Award Recipients:  Cyndy Anderson and Pat Geismar 
 

Congratulations to our own Cyndy Anderson and Pat Geismar on being awarded the 2015 YWCA Spirit of 
Greenwich Award, celebrating women and their contributions to our community. The awards were handed out 
to Cyndy, Pat and 7 other Greenwich women on Thursday, September 24 at the Greenwich Country Club. 
They were recognized for their vision, devotion, accomplishments and in-depth volunteer service over a  
period of years that enriched the lives of many in our community.  They truly are the “Spirit of Greenwich.”  
Be sure to congratulate Cyndy and Pat when you see them! 

http://www.fccog.org
mailto:fbtworld@aol.com
mailto:inge.thalheim@gmail.com
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350th Anniversary Celebration First Church Flashbacks:   
 

 The first organ was purchased in 1877 for $182.24 and was financed by the Ladies Aid Society. 

 The town of Greenwich tried to impose a sewer tax on our Tomac Cemetery even though there are no 
water lines at all in that dormant cemetery!  They would not listen to reason about it, so we had to sue 
the town.  They backed down. 

 Our large stained glass window in the chancel is of a very rare technique called “sculptured gold” by the 
Willet Studios.  The lead between the glass is actually sculptured to give it a three dimensionality, like a 
bas-relief, which is then coated with 23 carat gold.  This quality gives it a golden glow during nighttime 
concerts and events.  Henry Willet invented that technique only about 10 years before we ordered our 
chancel window in the early 1960’s. 

 In 1957 the United Church of Christ was formed when two Protestant Churches - the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church and the Congregational Christian Churches - united.  In January 1961 First Church 
established a committee to study whether First Church should affiliate with the United Church of 
Christ.  After study, the committee recommended approval of the affiliation and duly called a 
congregational meeting to vote on the proposal.  When the meeting was held on April 18, 1961, less 
than 50 of the Church’s nearly 200 members attended.  Although some members argued that such a 
small number should not make a decision that could significantly affect the church, the affiliation was 
approved by a vote of 36 to 8 with 2 abstentions.  The quorum required at that time was only 20 
members.  

 

Caregivers Support Group  

in October 
 

 

Our Caregivers Support Group will meet 
on Sunday, October 4 from 11:15 am to 
12:00 pm in the Binney Conference 
Room.  This group is for those who cur-
rently are, or recently have been, a care-
giver for a family 
member or friend.  
The group offers a 
confidential place 
where participants 
can share experienc-
es, learn new infor-
mation and receive 
emotional support 
and comfort.  Dorothy Mueller, FCCOG 
Stephen Minister is the group facilitator 
and can be reached for more info at 203-
588-9896 or email:  
dorothymueller1@gmail.com. 

Church Town Hall Meeting 

Sunday, October 4 
(following 10:00 am worship) 

 

The purpose of this meeting will be to preview a sum-
mary of the proposed governance changes that will be 
voted on at a Congregational Meeting to be held on 
Sunday, October 18.  There will be an opportunity to 
review the new church leadership structure and to ask 
questions.  We will provide, via email, the materials 
for review in advance of the meeting and hard copies 
will also be made available in the Church Office.  

Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, October 18 
 

A special Congregational Meeting of The First Con-
gregational Church of Greenwich, Old Greenwich, 
CT is hereby called for Sunday, October 18, 2015, 
immediately following the worship service.  The 
meeting will be held in the Meetinghouse to hear and 
act upon the recommendations from the Governance 
Work Group. 

Katherine McLennan 

Church Clerk 

mailto:%20dorothymueller1@gmail.com
mailto:%20dorothymueller1@gmail.com
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 Interested in Learning About Joining the Church? 
 

Our next New Member Class will be held on Sunday, October 18 at 

11:30 am in the Senior Pastor’s office.  It will last approximately an 

hour and a half and will include lunch.  During the class, prospective 

new members will have the opportunity to hear about the history and 

faith of our denomination, the United Church of Christ, and to learn 

more about our church. Attending does not obligate you to join but we 

hope that this time together will strengthen you on the journey of 

faith.  New members will then be received on Sunday, October 25.  Child care will be provided at both 

times.  Please feel welcome to join us.  If you are planning to attend, or you have questions, please contact 

Ginny Breismeister at ginnyb@fccog.org or 203-637-1791 x 26 or call the Church Office.  

 

October Responsibilities and Assignments 

Memorial Services: 

Johann Thalheim - Oct 4-10 

Rick Woodman - Oct 11-17 

Prill Meyer - Oct 18-24 

Paul Kretschmann - Oct 25-31 
 

Offertory & Dedication: 

Paul Kretschmann - Oct 4 & 11 

Joe McBride - Oct 18 & 25 

 

October 4 Communion: (All 8 Serve) 

Carolyn MacLea - Capt. 

Set up:   
Paul Kretschmann 

Eric Schless,  
Prill Meyer 

Rick Woodman 
 

Clean up: 

Luis Angel-Lalanne 
Johann Thalheim  
Barbara Norrgard 

Deacon Assignments:                                                    
 

Invocation 
Dick Peebles 

 

Hospital Notes  
Eric Schless 

 

Fellowship Hour: 

Parish Life 
 

 

Outreach Committee Invites You! 

All Money Goes to Charity! 

Sign Up to Help Out! 

Buy Your Tree! Tell Your Friends! 

Sale Begins November 28! 

mailto:ginnyb@fccog.org
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350th Anniversary Celebration  

 

 

 

Honoring the Past, Celebrating the Present,  

Leaning into the Future. 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Brenda J. Stiers Memorial Speaker Series 

Fall 2015 
 

FCCOG continues the Rev. Dr. Brenda J. Stiers Memorial Speaker Series 
with three special events this fall.  This series is part of the celebration of our 
350th anniversary and is dedicated to the memory of our dear friend, Brenda 
Stiers, a beloved spiritual and community leader in Greenwich for many years, 
and the wife of First Church’s Pastor Emeritus, Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Stiers.  
The series focuses on various ways in which faith and religion interact with 
other aspects of human society and endeavor. 

 

All events in the series will be held in the First Church Meetinghouse.  The Saturday evening 
events will be followed by a wine and cheese reception, and the Sunday morning service by  
coffee and snacks, in the Auditorium.  A program will be presented each month from October 
through December. 

 

Saturday, October 3, 2015 – 5:00 pm  
CAN WE GET ALONG?   

A Christian/Muslim Dialog  
(more details on inside back cover) 

 
Saturday, November 14, 2015 – 5:00 pm 

ECONOMICS AND THEOLOGY 

Rev. Dr. Serene Jones, President, Union Theological Seminary 

Dr. Robert Johnson, President, Institute for New Economic Thinking; Senior Fellow;  
Director of the Global Finance Project, Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt Institute 

 
Sunday, December 6, 2015 – 10:00 am Guest Speaker 

FAITH AND MISSION 

Jim Ziolkowski, Founder, buildOn; 
Author, Walk in Their Shoes  
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Soup Kitchen Volunteers Needed! 
  

First Church is continuing its Outreach relationship with New Covenant House in Stamford, a soup  
kitchen that serves the hungry in Stamford.  They recently moved across the Post Road to its new home at 
90 Fairfield Avenue, off exit 6 (just 9 minutes from FCCOG).  First Church provides and serves lunch the 
first Monday of every month.  We are in need of volunteers every month to help cook and/or deliver 
and/or serve chili.  Please help! 
 

 Cooking takes place on the weekend in the church kitchen, all 
supplies provided. 

 Delivery by car must be made by 2:00 pm Sunday. 

 Lunch is served between 11:30 am and 1:00 pm on Monday. 
 

Teams of volunteers are welcome!  These are great community service 
hours for youth!  Get together with some family and friends.  It’s fun!  
Contact Barbara Wilkov in the Church Office at barbaraw@fccog.org 
or 203-637-1791 ext. 24 to sign up.   

Soup Kitchen Volunteers - Join us! 

The Historical Committee 
 
Thanks to Meghan Young's arrival and some office shuffling, we cleaned out most of 
the print room cabinets and will be adding more documents to our historical collec-
tion.  This is an ongoing task. 
 
I scanned our historical By-Laws since 1927 and made them available on the Cloud to 
all church leaders. This effort has already helped answer the question of "What was our 
quorum for church meetings in 1961?” (The quorum was 20 from 1927 to 1971, when 
it was increased to 50.) 
 
Caryn Ferris, who attended our wonderful Founder’s Day lobster roll fest in July, no-
ticed that we had two small bells on display, but they weren't the 1895 souvenir bell.  
She generously offered to donate her family's authentic souvenir bell of 1895 to us!  
There were only 75 bells cast from the large bell that was partially damaged when the 
white wooden church in our cemetery burned.  They all have "1670 - 1895"  
inscribed on the inside, as noted in our The First Three Hundred Years book, 
page 143.  Thank you so much to Caryn and her sister Susan's generosity! 
 
At Elaine Teeters' request, I created a password-protected website for Deacons 
like that of the Trustees.  Now those groups can easily access all info in their 
respective manuals, historical annual reports and By-Laws online.  (We will 
revise these once the new governance structure begins.) 
 
In reading a black leather bound book of 1931-1941 annual reports, I found 
the originals of our Certificate of Organization and the original Certificate of 
the Dissolution of the Ecclesiastical Society, both in 1931.  These signed, no-
tarized legal documents will go in our bank lockbox.   
                                                                                                                            ~Pat Larrabee, Historian  

mailto:barbaraw@fccog.org
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         OC TO B E RB I RT H D AY S  

10/01  James Dow 

10/01  Glendon Breismeister 

10/02  Mary Maarbjerg 

10/02  Shawn Asselin 

10/02  Thomas Kimberlin 

10/03  Anne Mallory 

10/03  Taylor Griffin 

10/04  Nicole Fossum Vardakas 

10/05  Caroline Kelly 

10/06  Lynn White Montanari 

10/06  Gary Riddell 

10/06  Katie Riley 

10/07  Hermine Brindak 

10/07  Ann Gaulocher 

10/07  Lori White 

10/07  David Platter 

10/08  Nancy McLarnan 

10/08  Kevin Kimberlin 

10/08  Virginia Rose 

10/08  Dan Mackell Jr. 

10/08  Allison Coleman 

10/08  Frederick Lorthioir 

10/09  Donald Freeman III 

10/09  Andrea Osker 

10/09  Grace Bomann 

10/09  Lucy Bomann 

10/09  Owen Miller 

10/10  Eileen Medvey 

10/10  Mary Ferry 

10/10  Yanna Saari 

10/10  Theodore Hoster 

10/10  Eileen Grace 

10/10  Valerie McHugh 

10/10  Ann Carey 

10/10  Marcie Molloy 

10/10  Kate Wilfert 

10/10  Nicole Wheaton 

10/10  Kendall Schrohe 

10/11  Robert MacLea Jr. 

10/11  Robert Wolfe 

10/11  Barbara Van Buren 

10/11  Joyce Ferris 

10/11  Christina Olson 

10/11  Sara Davidson 

10/11  Christian Montalvo 

10/11  Charles Teeters 

10/11  James Perry 

10/11  Julia Shrier 

10/12  Monique Christensen 

10/13  Kenneth Olson 

10/13  Luke Koppenheffer 

10/14  Meghan Brady Bok 

10/14  Anne Wachsman 

10/14  Lesly Merlin 

10/14  Casey Crawford 

10/15  Rex Howland 

10/15  Jennie Olmsted 

10/16  Marcia Livingston 

10/16  Gunnar Klintberg 

10/16  Andy Taylor 

10/16  Jennifer Shaw 

10/16  Elizabeth Mackell 

10/16  Max Dunn 

10/16  Melanie Pfetsch 

10/17  Benito Menegon 

10/17  Peter Flierl 

10/17  John Gelb 

10/17  Jean Reed 

10/17  Daniel Taylor 

10/18  Jerry White 

10/18  Colette Rogers 

10/18  Tennille Smith 

10/18  Reed Brady 

10/18  Emmett Witmer 

10/19  Paul Cioffari 

10/19  Charles Leigh 

10/20  Sue Asselin 

10/20  Kendrick Ng-Yow 

10/21  George Handley 

10/21  Anne Mackell 

10/21  Jos Shaver 

10/21  James Kendrick 

10/21  Elizabeth Kruger 

10/21  Hope Hicks 

10/22  Patricia Schay 

10/22  Alec Berman 

10/22  Jorn Simonsen 

10/22  Susan Heidere 

10/22  David Condon 

10/22  Nicole Healy 

10/22  Lisa Phyfe 

10/23  Paul Pacent 

10/23  Christopher Thomas 

10/23  Poppy Mikell 

10/24  Alison Clausi 

10/25  Randy Freeman 

10/25  Morgan Bennett 

10/26  Robert Goodchild 

10/26  John Windels 

10/26  Terence Flanagan 

10/26  Owen White 

10/27  Lois Berlin 

10/27  Sara Baker 

10/27  Sara Keller 

10/27  Sam Crihfield 

10/27  Brooke Cantwell 

10/27  Jackson Dell’Abate 

10/27  Joshua Erickson 

10/28  Carol Deering 

10/28  Kadria Sadik-Khan 

10/28  Campbell Johnson 

10/28  Thomas Glover 

10/29  Peter Kutzen 

10/30  Eamon McHugh 

10/31  Cal Jacobs 

 

 

 

 

 

The Church Office will be closed on  
Monday, October 12  for Columbus Day. 

 

Church Office hours are 9 am-4 pm daily. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Deaths: 
 
 

Wallace Jensen 

Donald (Don) Mulvaney 

Life Events 

https://www.facebook.com/FCCOGCT?sk=wall
https://twitter.com/fccogct
http://instagram.com/fccogct
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXgou35EY5N803D4e_J4JNA?feature=results_main
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October 2015 Church Calendar 
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The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Ministers:  The Members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Senior Pastor:  Rev. Richard S. DenUyl, Jr.,  RichardD@fccog.org  

Bridge Associate Pastor:  Rev. Meghan D. Young, MeghanY@fccog.org 

Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care:  Rev. Avery C. Manchester, amanchester@fccog.org 

Director of Music:  Dr. Craig Scott Symons, craigs@fccog.org 

Director of Family Ministries:  Rosemary Lamie, rosemaryl@fccog.org 

Director of Church Administration and Finance:  Steve Summerton, steves@fccog.org 

Office Manager/Sr. Administrative Assistant:  Donna White, donnaw@fccog.org  

Director of Membership:  Ginny Breismeister, ginnyb@fccog.org 

Director of Communications:  Barbara Wilkov, barbaraw@fccog.org 

Parish Nurse:  Susan Asselin, RN, susana@fccog.org 

Director of Preschool:  Darla Kohler Steiner, darlak@fccog.org 

Youth Program Coordinator:  Donald Haviland, donaldh@fccog.org  

Pastors Emeriti:  Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Rev. Sally Colegrove 

Director of Music Emeritus: Dr. John Stansell 
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There’s a lot going on this Fall! 

Oct. 3:  Red Cross Blood Drive, 8:30 am 

Oct. 3:  Brenda Stiers Speaker Series -  

A Chrisitan/Muslim Dialog, 5 pm 

Oct. 4:  Church Hall Meeting after church 

Oct. 18:  New Member Class & 

Congregational Meeting after church 

Oct. 24:  Pumpkins, Pizza & Prose, 5 pm 

Oct. 25:  New Members Join 

Nov. 1:  All Saints Day 

mailto:RichardD@fccog.org
mailto:MeghanY@fccog.org
mailto:amanchester@fccog.org
mailto:craigs@fccog.org
mailto:rosemaryl@fccog.org
mailto:steves@fccog.org
mailto:donnaw@fccog.org
mailto:ginnyb@fccog.org
mailto:barbaraw@fccog.org
mailto:susana@fccog.org
mailto:darlak@fccog.org
mailto:donaldh@fccog.org
http://www.fccog.org/

