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350th Anniversary Celebration Update 

Visit our Photo Gallery to view more pictures:  fccog.org/photo-gallery/  

Worship, parties, parades, tours and lectures…reviving traditions and creating new 
programs — what a great start to our 350th anniversary year!  
 
The 350th Anniversary Celebration commenced with a fabulous, standing room only, 
Opening Service on May 10, 2015.  One visitor said:  “that service was second only to 
the opening of the Olympics.”  And so it was.  A huge thank you to Music Director, 
Craig Symons, who orchestrated the music, the words, the instruments, the choirs and 
the soloists to inspire and energize all in the Meetinghouse that morning.  The 350th logo 
banner and several other banners, specially designed for the anniversary, made a beautiful 
backdrop for the festive service.  Thank you to Rev. Mark Montgomery for all his efforts 
in creating the visuals with fabrics, ribbons and banners.  Finishing off the morning, the 
Music Committee treated everyone to delicious strawberries, croissants and whipped 
cream on the lawn.  
 

The first in a series of Neighborhood Tours in conjunction with the 375h Anniversary of 
Greenwich’s founding in 1640 took place in the Meetinghouse on May 16.  Pat Larrabee 
presented an amazing slide show of places of interest in Old Greenwich…from our 
historic Meetinghouse to Binney Park to the old Post Office to many historic homes still 
standing, some dating back to the 18th Century.  In addition, Pat shared many little 
known anecdotes and trivia about the little village of Old Greenwich. Over 125 people 
attended the presentation, many from the community as well as the congregation.  Due 
to popular demand, Pat has been asked to repeat the presentation in the fall.  Stay tuned 
for details. 
 
On the evening of May 17, the first lecture of the Rev. Dr. Brenda J. Stiers Memorial 
Speaker Series was given by our own, Dr. Maryan Ainsworth, Curator of European 
Paintings, Metropolitan Museum of Art.  Maryan’s talk, “Saints and Relics: Cranach’s 
Saint Maurice and Luther’s Reformation,” focused on a painting currently on exhibit at 
the Metropolitan.  In addition to the rich history and details of the painting, all who 
attended learned a great deal about the religious culture that contributed to the 
Reformation.  
 
The 350th float, First Church Through the Ages, was a big hit in the Memorial Day 
Parade bringing congregation and community together.  Over 40 singers, dressed as 
Pilgrims, preachers, prairie girls, flappers, farmers, flower children and more, made their 
way through Old Greenwich squeezed between two pews on a 19 foot flatbed truck 
generously donated by White Contractors.  Alongside the float, walkers in period 
costumes passed out specially produced crayons, with the First Church logo and website, 
to children along the route.  Mark Mohn drove his motorcycle and sidecar in front of the 
truck and got the crowd’s attention.  All who participated had a great time, and the 
community enthusiastically cheered them on as they sang hymns like When the Saints 
Come Marching In.  Many thanks to Judy Gordon, and her wonderful committee, who 
looked after every detail of the project from beginning to end—from securing the flatbed 
trailer to recruiting volunteers to locating costumes to organizing the construction crew 
and, finally, to folding the banners and swags neatly so that they can be reused for our 
float in the Greenwich 375th Parade on September 27.   

http://www.fccog.org/photo-gallery/
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By Rev. Mark Montgomery 
 

As I prepare for my departure from FCCOG, I have been engaged in a lot of reflection on my time here and 
the good work in which we engaged together.  Some of this, I will share with you during my last sermon on 
June 28th.  In this letter, I want to tell you a little about my own process. 
 

I found myself sensing the movement of the Spirit several months ago, encouraging me to open myself to some 
new things.  I decided to start my own process to see if the Wisdom I was sensing was indeed God and not just 
my own tendency toward change and adventure.  I engaged in lots of prayer and meditation.  I engaged in con-
versation with long-time friends, colleagues and family.  Doing so, I was aware that this Wisdom was some-
thing I should actively pursue. 
 

Part of the process was writing my Profile.  This is a document that helps those searching for pastors under-
stand a bit more about me.  There are logistical pieces:  Criminal background check, employment history, and 
the like.  Then there are essays and reflections that were, for me, where the rubber hit the road.  I was given 
900 characters to talk about my call, another 900 to talk about my sense of covenant, a little less to talk about a 
significant experience in ministry, and even less to wrap it all up in a section called, “Closing Thoughts.” 
 

I set about my work, writing and re-writing to find the best word efficiencies.   Question 1, DONE!  Well, not 
really.  Reading my response I wondered if it actually represented how I felt God’s call.  Erase.  Start over.  
Rinse.  Repeat. 
 

Writing I was reminded that even when it is tough for us to tell of our God experience, it is imperative that we 
find a way to do so.  It is imperative that we find a way to speak of God so that others will be engaged.  It is 
imperative that we consider over and over again this call so that we are reminded of our need to follow it. 

 

Then, I received the responses from my references who had to tell of the positive ways they experienced me and 
identify areas in which I could use some work.  Reading their responses I was aware of the importance of recog-
nition of our gifts by those whom we trust.  I was equally aware of the sacredness that comes when those we 
love challenge us to be better people by helping us identify ways we inhibit God with our own shortcomings. 
 

Last, writing my “Closing Thoughts,” I realized it’s helpful, in one short statement, to name our identity and 
purpose. 
 

Faith is a process.  Naming that faith so that it is accessible to others is a more challenging process.  As a person 
of faith, you are engaged in this process already.  I encourage you to continue!  Perhaps you could use some of 
the tools that were helpful to me.   
 

Consider how God is calling to you.  Name that call.  Pare it down.  Rework it.  Rename it.   Pursue it even 
when Wisdom calls you to places that are uncomfortable at first.   

 

Engage other people in your journey.  Listen to their affirmation and honor that this is a way God is using your 
gifts in the world.  Perhaps you can ask yourself, “How do these gifts represent God’s love for me?”  Then, do 
the tough work of hearing the places for growth.  This is important.  See those growth areas as opportunities.  
If you are the person sharing the affirmation, do so fully.  If you are the person sharing the challenge, ask your-
self, “Am I sharing this information from a place of compassionate love?” 

Continued on next page... 

Speaking Pastorally 
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Continued from previous page… 

 

Finally, name who you are.  How do you want others to see you?   What is the best that you have to offer?  
How is God present in this? 
 

The Profile-writing process allowed me to engage in this Wisdom-seeking for myself and it has been enriching.   
It offered a grounding that has helped me approach this transition with the confidence that God is with me.  I 
know that God is with you as well and the work that is ahead will be filled with both challenge and comfort.  
Approach both intentionally, recognizing the blessing of each. 
 

With gratitude for the journey we share, 

 

Faithfully, 

Mark 
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From the                    … Safety in the Sanctuary                           by Sue Asselin, RN 
 
 

One goal of the Wellness Committee is to improve the safety of First Congregational Church members and 
visitors.  Below is some useful information to do just that: 

 

Our automatic external defibrillator (AED) is only useful with the cooperation of caring in-
dividuals who have volunteered to be trained in its use.  We currently have more than 30 
people certified in CPR which includes the AED training.  As Defibrillator Site Coordina-
tor, I am responsible for keeping a record of individuals who are CPR/AED certified.  If a 
churchgoer keeps up a current certification, but gets training elsewhere, I would like to 
know.  Please kindly see me in Room 203 or send me an email at susana@fccog.org. 

 

AED Location: The AED is mounted on the wall in the hallway between the Lounge and the Meetinghouse.  
It is to the right of the Liftovator.  Anyone can assist by bringing it to the scene of an emergency. 

 

First Aid Kit Locations:  There is a small kit mounted on the wall in the hallway leading from 
the rear of the Meetinghouse to the Auditorium. There is also a small kit in the Church Office 
reception area in the corner near the mailboxes.  Another small kit is in a labeled drawer in the 
main level kitchen.  There is a larger kit located in Room 203 (just past the large kitchen on 
the main floor) on top of the filing cabinets.  More kits are available for church-sponsored 
trips out of the building, and, with notice, I can ensure they are well stocked for your needs. 

 

Fire Extinguisher Locations:  Several fire extinguishers are mounted on the walls in the kitchens, sanctuary 
and main hallways throughout the building.  Try taking note of these on your next walk through the building. 

 

Liftovator:  This is in the rear of the Meetinghouse for anyone who may benefit from a lift for the half-flight 
up to the Auditorium level.  Unless one uses it frequently, its peculiarities may take some practice to remem-
ber, so please don’t hesitate to ask an usher for help or to ask me for an ascension demonstration any time. 

 

Wheelchair Locations:  We have two wheelchairs.  One is located in the Meetinghouse coat closet just off the 
Narthex.  The other is in Room 203, just past the large kitchen on the main floor. 

 

Land Line Phones:  When calling 911, cell phones are not ideal because of potential poor reception and be-
cause a caller may not reach the local EMS.  A land line will automatically identify your ad-
dress to the 911 operator.  Though several offices in the church have phones, at times these 
offices are locked.  When in need of a phone, these locations have accessible phones:  1) the 
front of the Meetinghouse near the organ on the steps between the choir loft and the flower 
room, 2) the rear of the Meetinghouse in the sound booth which is unlocked only during 
services, 3) the reception desk in the Church Office wing, and 4) the desk in Room 203 just 
past the main kitchen. 

 

Exit Plan:  Another safety measure is an emergency evacuation plan for fire or other reasons.  Ushers are 
trained to identify the best exit doors for each section of the Meetinghouse to exit.  Should the need arise to 
evacuate the sanctuary, please calmly follow your ushers’ instructions, and heed any directions announced 
from the pulpit.  Emptying of the sanctuary can be efficient and quick if we systematically utilize all the  
available exit doors.  Expect the unexpected…a fire drill will be happening soon, at the end of the worship  
service one Sunday. 

mailto:susana@fccog.org
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HOME TEAM 
 

The Home Team needs volunteers for some projects this summer.  
Last fall, Peter Grunow generously helped with a number of plant-
ing projects around the church grounds including a small pocket 
garden on the south side of the parking lot at the head of the road 
leading to the Columbarium. This spring, Linnea Stenberg split and 
re-planted a number of hosta and carefully tended the entire garden 
area along the green fence to the left of that same road.  She also 
planted some perennials from her home garden in the same area.  It 
looks really nice!  We need your help to keep it looking nice; watering is needed for those new plantings  
during May and June and weeding through the fall.  Please contact Linnea if you can help: 203-637-1648 or 
lstenberg08@gmail.com. 

 

Very soon, we will call for volunteers to help paint Room 104 for the preschool.  I will announce that to the 
Home Team as soon as we have a definite schedule. 

 

Many garden and cemetery maintenance projects, large and small, can be undertaken at almost any time the 
spirit moves you!  You can go there on your own or contact Tad Larrabee to help organize a team effort for 
some or the larger gardening tasks.  This includes maintaining the grounds near the gravestones and markers 
in our cemetery. 

 

If you have time and either know of or want to suggest a project that you would like to do on your own or 
with a team, please contact Tad Larrabee at 203-637-4023 or tadlarra@optonline.net.  These projects not 
only save money for the church, but you will feel good after the work is accomplished! 

 

Church Bulletin Board: 
 

 
Available for rent: Fully furnished 2-

BR home in Old Greenwich available to 

rent June 1st-November 1st. Adorable 

house, great location, walking dis-

tance to OG 

train station, 

village, and 

park. 

 

Wanted to 

rent: Looking 

to rent, on an 

annual basis, 

an enclosed 

garage for  

storage ONLY for a small car from June 

1st-November 1st.  

 

Call Jane 203-561-7027 

Soup Kitchen Volunteers  
  

We are always in need of volunteers. If you, a 
group of your friends, 
or a representative 
group of people from 
FCCOG would like to 
prepare and/or serve 
chili, just give Mark  
Montgomery  
a call or email revmontgomery@gmail.com.   

Beach Services Begin 
Beach Services begin June 14, 8:00 am at Greenwich 
Point.  If the beach service is cancelled due to in-
clement weather, a notice in red will be posted on 
our website by 7:30 am and a white piece of paper 
will be taped to the sermon sign on the church lawn.  
The 10:00 am service will continue in the Meeting-
house every Sunday throughout the summer.   

mailto:lstenberg08@gmail.com
mailto:tadlarra@optonline.net
mailto:revmontgomery@gmail.com
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First Church Preschool’s NEW 3s Extended Day Program for 2015-2016!   

Openings Still Available! 
 

There is still space available in our new Extended Day Class for our 3-year-olds for the 2015-2016 school 
year.  This new Extended Day Class will be offered on a 3-day (Mon, Wed, Fri) 
and 5-day basis, and will run from 9 am to 2 pm.  It is being offered in addition 
to the traditional 3– and 5-day 9-11:30 am programs we also offer.  The curricu-
lum for this class will mirror that of our other programs for threes, but it will also 
provide for additional outdoor/gym time, lunch, and extra learning and social 
time. Children must turn 3 years of age by 12/31/15 to be eligible. 
 

For more information or to register your child, please contact Darla Kohler Steiner, Preschool Director, 
at 203-637-5430 or email darlak@fccog.org.  

 

First Church Preschool 4 & 5 Year-Olds  

In front of the new Cherry tree they helped plant 
 

 

Children from the Blue, Red AM and 

Green Door Classes 

 

Children from the Red PM Class 

 

 

 

Call to a Special Congregational Meeting 
 

A special meeting of the Congregation is hereby called for Sunday, June 14, 2015 following the 10:00 am 
Worship Service.  The meeting will be held in the Meetinghouse: 

 
 To hear and act upon the recommendation to sell 81 Riverside Avenue. 

Kathy McLennan 

Church Clerk 
 

mailto:darlak@fccog.org
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Children’s Sunday Worship and Celebration 

June 7 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This is a special worship experience – including Communion. 

Children will participate in the liturgy - 

followed by activities on the lawn led by Silver Lake staff.  

A time to celebrate our children, their teachers and the community we all share! 

Everyone bring flowers to help “build” the Flower Cross as you arrive. 

3rd Graders receive Bibles. 

Farewell to our Graduating High School Senior teachers. 

Special recognition of our Child Care Supervisors:  

Duly Chiappetta and Jeff Waggaman. 

Displays of Church School projects & lessons learned this year. 

And, of course, special Fellowship Hour cakes! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This summer, Church School will be at the 8:00 AM beach service at Greenwich Point. Children 5 – 10 

years old will gather as a group to learn some of the beach stories from the Bible, explore God’s crea-

tion on the shore, or just chill out on the sand. Younger children will be able to participate with a parent 

or other older “chaperone” so we can have one-on-one coverage for them. We will have sand pails, sun-

glasses, bandanas, bubbles and lots of other fun stuff to keep us busy while we learn. So bring your chil-

dren so we can sing, read books to each other and play games.  
 

 

See you at 

Tod’s Point 

starting 

Sunday, 

June 14! 
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Church School Teachers 
2015 - 2016 

Find out why these and other “seasoned” teachers   

keep coming back to be with our children  

while they consider Bible stories, life lessons and being in community. 

We would love to have you join the team. 

 You CAN do it, too! 

Monika Shubert, Parker Freeman, Olivia Pfetsch, Anne Pfetsch, Lindy Freeman, Amy Cass, 

Cara Olmsted, Fred Laffan, Sarah Schneider, Drew Mohn, Daniel Lepoutre, Hans van Rhyn,  

Connie van Rhyn, Kristen Jacks, Lori Romano, Peg Wentworth, Dan Wurst, Jadesola Ariyibi,  

Audrey Thalheim, Chris Vissicchio, Yevgeniya Golodinskii, Olivia Gurciullo.  

And when needed and available: Andrew Williams, Allison Frenz. 

We plan to continue the rotation option next year and may have a mix of 

traditional Church School and Rotation. 

We will communicate the details as soon as they are finalized. 

 

Would you like to be part of the Church School Task Force? 
 

The Church School Task Force is a group of parents of current and former church school 

children who support the Church School program every Sunday by providing assistance to 

teachers, find materials and supplies for their morning lessons and also helping with baby 

and toddler care when necessary. The Task Force also brings special events to our children 

and families including the Advent Craft Fair, 3rd Grade Family Bible Breakfast and Easter 

Saturday egg dyeing.  



10   

 

 

News from The Rummage Room  
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich  -  203-637-1875   

 

CALENDAR FOR JUNE 2015:    

Monday, June 1:  View Manager Maria’s 50% off items at the beginning of each week in the month of June 
at www.fccog.org/about-us/the-rummage-room. 

Sunday, June 21:  Father’s Day.  When you come into the shop for Father’s Day gifts, take a look at the 
wonderful Father’s Day windows done by Maria Drieghe and Nancy Hamilton. 

Sunday, June 21:  First Official Day of Summer!!!  “Yes, Virginia, there WILL be a summer.” 

 

Manager Maria's Wish List for June:  Items for Father’s Day; wedding dresses; summer clothing; good 
jewelry, handbags, and clothing for The Rummage Room August Reopening. 

Shop Hours:  10:00 am to 5:00 pm Monday - Friday & 10:00 am to 1:00 pm on Saturday. 

Donation Hours:  9:30 am to 4:30 pm Monday - Thursday & 9:30 am to 12:30 pm Friday - Saturday. 

Thanks for donating ONLY clean, salable goods.  
 

Question of the Month:  Do you ever find yourself in a group gathering where you find that singly you can 
do nothing, and then when the group works together, it also finds that nothing gets done?  That’s certainly 
not the case for those who have planned the activities for the year-long 350th Anniversary!!  

  

 

 

          Avery’s Book Corner 

For June, my recommendation is Sabbath as Resistance: Saying No to the Culture of Now by Walter 
Brueggemann.  I will be using this book in our Bible Study class in June.  Copies are available for purchase in 
the First Church Office or at the Christ Church Bookstore in Greenwich.  Well worth the read! 

“Discussions about the Sabbath often center around moralistic laws and arguments over 
whether a person should be able to play cards or purchase liquor on Sundays. In this  
volume, popular author Walter Brueggemann writes that the Sabbath is not simply 
about keeping rules but rather about becoming a whole person and restoring a whole 
society. Importantly, Brueggemann speaks to a 24/7 society of consumption, a society in 
which we live to achieve, accomplish, perform, and possess. We want more, own more, 
use more, eat more, and drink more. Keeping the Sabbath allows us to break this restless 
cycle and focus on what is truly important: God, other people, all life. Brueggemann of-
fers a transformative vision of the wholeness God intends, giving world-weary Christians 
a glimpse of a more fulfilling and simpler life through Sabbath observance.” 

2015 Rummage Room Volunteer Breakfast, April 28   - Thank You! 

http://www.fccog.org/about-us/the-rummage-room/
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Bible Study will resume on June 7 at 11:20 am in the Lounge and will continue each 
Sunday for 4 weeks through June 28.  Led by Rev. Avery Manchester.  We will be using 
Walter Brueggemann’s Sabbath as Resistance: Saying No to the Culture of Now (Avery’s 
Book Recommendation for June) as well as Chris Hedges’ Losing Moses on the Freeway:  
The 10 Commandments in America.  Books are for sale for $14 in the Church Office. 

 

All are welcome!  No need to have ever been before.  All you need is an interest and Rev. Manchester will take 
care of the rest!  

Bible Study  

  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Community Service/Outreach Opportunities 
 

At Inspirica: 
 Inspirica’s Meal Program provides dinner to the women’s shelter 

365 days a year, often courtesy of volunteers—a family or two or 
other small group.  If you are interested in volunteering to serve a 
meal, please contact Kelly Leather at 203-388-0137 or        
KLeather@inspiricact.org to sign up.  

 Dates still available this summer:  August 2, 14, 29, September 1. 
 

Neighbor to Neighbor: 

 Please contact Duncan Lawson at dlawson@ntngreenwich.org or 
203-622-9208 for information. 

 

At Church: 

 Help in the Church School during the week in the office; 

 On Sundays at either the 8:00 am Beach Service OR 

 At 10:00 am Child Care. 

 

June Responsibilities and Assignments 

Memorial Services: 

 

Paul Kretschmann - June 7-13 
 

Dick Peebles - June 14-20 
 

Phil Bradford -  June 21-27 
 

Bobbie Hopkins - June 28– July 4 
 

 

 

June 7 Communion: (All 8 Serve) 

Dick Peebles - Capt. 

Ben Quick - Set up 

Pam Grunow - Set up 

Donna Hascher - Set up 

Wendy Reynolds - Set up 

Barbara Norrgard - Clean up 

Pat Larrabee - Clean up 

Luis Angel-Lalanne - Clean up 
 

Deacon Assignments:                                                    
 

 

Invocation 
Prill Meyer 

 

Hospital Notes  
Eric Schless 

 

June Fellowship Hour: 

Music Committee 

mailto:KLeather@inspiricact.org
mailto:dlawson@ntngreenwich.org
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Women’s Fellowship 

 

Hats Off  Book Discussion Group 

Our book study group, Hats Off, 
has selected its last book of our 
September-June year of reading: 
The Interestings by Meg Wolitzer.  
The author begins her tale with six 
teenagers who first meet at a sum-
mer camp for the arts. Wolitzer 
follows her characters from their 
height of youth through middle age, as their tal-
ents, fortunes and degrees of satisfaction diverge. 
 

Our other selections this year were: The Invention 
of Wings, Still Life With Breadcrumbs, The Low-
lands, The Shoemaker's Wife, Orphan Train, Cut-
ting for Stone, and The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry.  
 

Stay tuned for our new literary choices coming in 
the Fall.  We meet on Thursdays in the Lounge 
from 10:00-11:30 am.  We enjoy divergent views 
in our book conversations and offer coffee, tea and 
delicious refreshments! 

 

Nights Off  Women’s Group 
 

Weather-permitting, the Nights Off  Women’s 
Group will gather down at the beach (Greenwich 
Point) on Monday, June 22 at 
6:00 pm.  This is a great time to 
socialize and catch up with your 
friends (old and new). 
 

Please bring a snack to share 
and whatever you would like to drink.  Look for 
the group after going around the point past the 
Yacht Club and sailing school.  We will gather at 
one of the picnic tables along the water, so just 
start down the path from the parking lot and look 
for us.   

 

All are always welcome to our Nights Off  gather-
ings,  Please join us and bring a friend along.  If 
you have questions or would like to be added to 
the email list, please contact Shirley Flierl at  
fbtworld@aol.com.   

 

TAI CHI with Joe Black 
 
 

Wednesdays at 8:00–9:00 am 
Thursdays 9:00-10:00 am   
In the Auditorium  
(or Memory Garden when weather allows) 

 

Only $10 per class.  Drop-ins are welcome.   

 

Come and experience the many wonderful  
benefits of Tai Chi and Qi Gong exercises.  

 

 

Kettle Quilters 
The 2016 quilt is on the frame 
and we have started the quilting.  
If you have not tried us out yet, 
but have had the intention to 
take up quilting for some time, the time is now!  
We are only too keen to show you the tricks of 
the trade.  No experience needed  - just a love of 
working with your hands. 
 

Summer Schedule: 
Mondays 9:00 am-12 noon and 
Tuesdays 7:30-9:00 pm in Room 203  .                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Ladies Bridge 
 

June 1 will be the Grand Finale of the Ladies Bridge Group for the 2014-2015 year.  We will 
be playing the last twenty of two hundred hands of bridge! 
 

We begin again in September and would welcome more players.  If you enjoy bridge, find a partner and join 
us.  Next year’s pairings are planned over the summer, so need to hear from you soon. Any questions, or to sign 
up, please contact Pat Geismar at 203-637-3597 or by e-mail at pat.geismar@gmail.com.   

mailto:fbtworld@aol.com
mailto:pat.geismar@gmail.com
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         JU N EB I RT H D AY S  

06/01  Richard Haviland Jr 

06/01  Shirley Flierl 

06/01  Ann Simpson 

06/01  Peter Tufts 

06/01  Virginia Bonsal Nickell 

06/01  Lara Bennett 

06/02  Carol Dinmore 

06/02  Susan Wilder 

06/02  Dwight Delmhorst 

06/02  Meg Savin 

06/02  Mary Beth Davidson 

06/02  Ian Sotzing 

06/02  Ingrid Thalheim 

06/02  Olivia Hartwell 

06/03  Adolph Clausi 

06/03  R. Ford Barker 

06/03  Sam Willard 

06/04  David Chidsey 

06/04  Victoria Quake 

06/04  Sarah Fountain 

06/04  Caroline Shaw 

06/04  Cameron Fennell 

06/05  Harlan Reynolds 

06/05  Marty Bitner 

06/05  Alida Meyers 

06/05  Patti Provoost 

06/05  Mary Miller 

06/05  Mary Olsson 

06/05  Meghan Allen 

06/06  Natalie Jean Frenz 

06/06  Maggie Houseknecht 

06/06  Hanna Snyder 

06/06  Jack Molloy 

06/06  Brielle Quick 

06/07  Joseph Mallory 

06/07  Gordon Assing 

06/07  Ruth Lubbers 

06/07  Robert Jacks 

06/07  Rebecca Toohey 

06/07  Cameron Schimenti 

06/08  Janet Clausi 

06/08  Charlee Tufts 

06/08  John Teeters 

06/08  Eric Larrabee 

06/08  Elizabeth Urban 

06/08  Meredith McLennan 

06/08  Henry Van Roden 

06/09  Barbara Kneen 

06/09  Paul Johansen 

06/09  Cynthia Dow 

06/09  Sean Doyle 

06/09  Marcus Lotufo 

06/10  Prill Meyer 

06/10  Alan Chidsey 

06/10  Amanda Baker 

06/10  Margaret Silsby 

06/10  Hailey Mikell 

06/11  Erna Olson 

06/11  Giselle Goh 

06/11  Fischer Hogan 

06/12  Persis Alden 

06/12  Donald Friedman 

06/12  Debbie Bocchino 

06/12  Amanda Sisley 

06/12  Olivia Brindak 

06/12  Georgia Grellier 

06/13  Beverly Silliphant 

06/13  Ellen Perelli-Minetti 

06/13  Peter Griffen 

06/13  James Cofer 

06/13  Laura Angel-Lalanne 

06/13  Catharine Sotzing 

06/13  Lauren Lovallo 

06/13  Megan Lovallo 

06/13  TJ Lepoutre 

06/13  Ksenia Fortunato 

06/13  Jessie Velishka 

06/14  Richard Grellier 

06/14  Sarah Bradley 

06/14  Lara Olmsted 

06/15  J Robert Carey 

06/15  Becky Jewett 

06/15  Nancy Palamarcuik 

06/15  Frederic Delmhorst 

06/15  Julie Olsson 

06/15  Olivia Berman 

06/15  Chris Keller 

06/15  Madeleine Phillips 

06/16  Robert Bailey 

06/16  Susi Orbanowski 

06/16  Polly Barten Gordon 

06/16  Walter Bloes 

06/16  Brendan Loughman 

06/16  Bradley Davis 

06/16  Alexander Pratt 

06/17  Christopher Harris 

06/17  Colleen Alfano 

06/17  Pamela Riggs 

06/17  Kate Phyfe 

06/18  Brook Urban 

06/18  Eduardo Healy 

06/18  Mia Simonsen 

06/19  Juliana Pugliese 

06/19  Max Dakin 

06/19  Charlie Ryckman 

06/20  Betsy Pulitzer 

06/20  Charles Baker 

06/20  Lars Gustafsson 

06/20  Corey Bloes 

06/20  Francis Claps III 

06/21  Steve Fusaro 

06/21  Lauren Windels 

06/22  Allison Frenz 

06/23  Claire Webber 

06/23  Donna Tagliarino 

06/23  Jackson Toohey 

06/24  Paul Brindak 

06/24  Keeley Kriskey 

06/24  Devon Kennedy 

06/24  William Dempsey 

06/25  Jean Watkins 

06/25  Nancy Fountain 

06/25  Joseph Rogers 

06/25  Heather Almy 

06/25  Sarah Gordon Schneider 

06/25  Sarah Schneider 

06/25  Jessica Aselin 

06/26  Kaca Enquist 

06/26  Sheila Tolmie 

06/26  Wynn Watkins 

06/26  Jennifer Sproule 

06/26  David Pastore 

06/27  Sybren Hoekstra 

06/28  Pam Koob 

06/28  Beth Rollins  

06/28  Irene Savage 

06/28  Millicent Armstrong 

06/28  Kevin Molloy 

06/28  Tyler Shubert 

06/28  Jason Bacon 

06/29  Chris Lange 

06/29  Nate Braddock 

06/30  Rob McCready 

06/30  Kip Meyer 

06/30  Carter Simko 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Church Office Hours 

Summer hours for the Church Office will begin on 
Monday, June 1.  The front desk will be staffed from 
9:00 am to 3:00 pm Monday through Friday during 
the summer.  

 

 

 
 

 

Baptisms:   

Raymond Juan Barnes,  

Son of Stephanie Lee & Raymond Carl Barnes 
 
 
 
 

 

Deaths: 
 

Helen H. Anderson 

Life Events 

https://www.facebook.com/FCCOGCT?sk=wall
https://twitter.com/fccogct
http://instagram.com/fccogct
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXgou35EY5N803D4e_J4JNA?feature=results_main
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 Caregivers Support Group  
 

We are pleased to announce the start of a Caregivers Support Group at FCCOG for 
those who currently are, or recently have been, a caregiver for a family member or 
friend.  The group will offer a confidential place where participants can share 
experiences, learn new information and receive emotional support and comfort from 
others in similar situations.  The group will meet on the 1st Sunday of the month, 
beginning June 7, from 11:15 am–12:00 pm in Room 103. Dorothy Mueller, 
FCCOG Stephen Minister, will be the group facilitator. For more info, please call 
Dorothy at 203-588-9896 or email: dorothymueller1@gmail.com. 

 

From our friends at Stop Hunger Now:   
We are delighted to announce that the meals from your meal packaging event have been shipped 
in a container totaling 285,120 meals from our New England warehouse.  The meals will be 
received by our in-country partner LeSEA Global Feed the Hungry in Malawi.  LeSea Global 
Feed the Hungry is a 501(c)3 non-profit focused on fighting hunger due to poverty, war, famine, 
drought, and natural disasters.  Incorporated in 1987, the ministry has served people in 95 na-
tions around the world.  Currently more than 35,000 children worldwide receive meals every day through LeSea’s 
“Every Child Every Day” program in partnering schools, orphanages, and feeding centers.  By feeding children in 
settings in which they can receive an education, LeSea and their partners are able to give children both food and a 
future.  Thank you for generously donating your time as a volunteer with Stop Hunger Now.  We are sincerely 
grateful for your dedication and for sharing our vision of a world without hunger.   
                                                                       Gratefully, Daniele McCrary, Stop Hunger Now New England 

 
Visit www.stophungernow.org for more info on how to continue your involvement in the fight against hunger. 

First Church on Stage! 
 

See Our Own Drew Seigla in The Fantasticks!  
 

Our tenor section leader, Drew Seigla, is currently starring as Matt in 
The Fantasticks at the Jerry Orbach Theater in New York City through 
June 21st! Don't miss it! Learn more about the show, Drew and the 
rest of the cast, and purchase tickets at 
http://www.fantasticksonbroadway.com/   

Carolyn Paulus Stars in Follies in Stamford!  

 

Carolyn Paulus is starring in Curtain Call’s upcoming production of 
Follies.  The show runs from June 5-27, Friday and Saturday nights, 
Sunday matinees, and the last two Thursdays of June.  For more infor-
mation and to purchase tickets, visit www.curtaincallinc.com.  You 
can also call the Box Office at 203-461-6358 ext. 13. 

mailto:%20dorothymueller1@gmail.com
http://www.stophungernow.org
http://www.fantasticksonbroadway.com/
http://www.curtaincallinc.com
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350th Anniversary Celebration  

First Church Flashbacks for May:   

 In 1927 our regular church attendance was down to about 11-12 people since the senior pastor, Rev. 
Dr. Barney, was becoming more of a fire-and-brimstone preacher.  That didn’t sit well with most folks.  
It was time to find someone new.  Our pastor-emeritus Sally Colegrove’s grandfather, Ed Grant, was 
senior deacon at the time as well as Registrar of Columbia University.  He went to talk to Henry Sloane 
Coffin, President of Union Theological Seminary to find the most talented student there.  Coffin said it 
was Allan Lorimer, but he was only a freshman in a 3-year program and Coffin couldn’t let him leave 
because of that.  Ed Grant said, “Dr. Coffin, you're in the Presbyterian Church and we're 
Congregational and we can do anything we want to.”   Allan Lorimer came here soon after that.  

  

 Tomac Cemetery is about one acre, is owned by our church and has burials from 1718-1904.  It is listed 
on the State Register of Historic Places.  For years before Rev. Dr. Vincent Daniels came, the church 
forgot that we owned Tomac Cemetery and were responsible for its upkeep.  It fell into very bad shape.  
The garden club rescued it.  In 1993 Pat Larrabee created a database of the names of people interred at 
the Tomac Cemetery.  Approximately 49 surnames were on the grave markers, with about 224 named 
people buried there.  For example, there are 41 Lockwoods, 33 Pecks, 27 Ferrises and 14 Fords.  
Gershom Lockwood is the oldest marked headstone found, dated 1718, but his headstone is at the 
Greenwich Historical Society archives for safe keeping.  The last of the Lockwoods were interred in 
1836.  The average age of those in the cemetery was 48. 

 

 

Looking Ahead: Sunday, July 19, Founders’ Day  

Come and experience an old-time worship service, historical artifact display and lobster rolls on the lawn 
after the service! Mark your calendars now. 
 

First Church at 350! 
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The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Ministers:  The Members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Senior Pastor:  Rev. Richard DenUyl, Jr.,  RichardD@fccog.org  

Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry:  Rev. Mark D. Montgomery, revmarkmontgomery@gmail.com 

Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care:  Rev. Avery C. Manchester, amanchester@fccog.org 

Director of Music:  Dr. Craig Scott Symons, craigs@fccog.org 

Director of Family Ministries:  Rosemary Lamie, rosemaryl@fccog.org 

Director of Church Administration and Finance:  Steve Summerton, steves@fccog.org 

Director of Membership:  Ginny Breismeister, ginnyb@fccog.org 

Director of Communications:  Barbara Wilkov, barbaraw@fccog.org 

Parish Nurse:  Susan Asselin, RN, susana@fccog.org 

Director of Preschool:  Darla Kohler Steiner, darlak@fccog.org 

Pastors Emeriti:  Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Rev. Sally Colegrove 

Director of Music Emeritus: Dr. John Stansell 
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A Little Humor... 

It is said that young children 

laugh as much as 100 to 200 

times a day, compared to a 

large majority of adults who 

only get zero to several daily 

laughs. Yet laughter is good 

not only for the body but 

also for the soul and Spirit. 

Here is a good laugh for you 

to enjoy today. And be sure 

to share it! 

mailto:RichardD@fccog.org
mailto:revmarkmontgomery@gmail.com
mailto:amanchester@fccog.org
mailto:craigs@fccog.org
mailto:rosemaryl@fccog.org
mailto:steves@fccog.org
mailto:ginnyb@fccog.org
mailto:barbaraw@fccog.org
mailto:susana@fccog.org
mailto:darlak@fccog.org
http://www.fccog.org/

