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2015 

 

To Benefit Silver Lake Conference Center 

 and Covenant to Care for Children. 

See page 4 for more details of this year’s Lenten Offering. 

Holy Week: 
Palm Sunday:  March 29 
Palm procession in the Meetinghouse; child care available 
 

Maundy Thursday:  April 2 
Supper and Communion service in the Auditorium at 6:30 pm sharp  
(doors open at 6:00 pm so come early to get a good spot). Ends at 8 pm.  
 

Good Friday:  April 3 
12:00 pm Cross Walk to Greenwich Point 
8:00 pm Good Friday Concert featuring The First Congregational Church  
Chancel Choir and Chamber Ensemble; Dr. Craig Scott Symons, conductor  
Requiem by John Rutter; Free-will offering 
 

Easter Saturday:  April 4 
10:00 am-12:00 pm in the Daniels Center and the Meetinghouse 
Egg coloring (you bring the hardboiled eggs ready to decorate and we’ll supply the rest!) 
Family Scavenger Hunt 
 

Easter Sunday:  April 5 
6:15 am Sunrise Service at Greenwich Point 
9:00 and 11:00 am Festival Services in the Meetinghouse with choirs, brass and timpani; 
child care available. 
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Youth Mission  

Team Trip to 

Nicaragua 

 

Visit our Photo Gallery to view more pictures:  fccog.org/photo-gallery/  

 

Sunday Afternoons 
Live Concert Series 

http://www.fccog.org/photo-gallery/
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By Rev. Richard S. DenUyl, Jr. 
 
Dear Friends, 

 

In large congregations like FCCOG, with big budgets and costly buildings, people often say, “After all, 
the Church is a Business.”  My response to this is, “Yes and No.”  I believe a church should practice good 
business sense, utilizing the best accounting, marketing and personnel skills available.  However, in the 
end, a church is not simply a business for the following reasons: 
 

~ A for-profit business is all about the profit. A church is all about the people. In a business, making 
money is the end goal.  In the church, money is only a means to the end goal, and that’s helping people. 
Hence, a church makes money to spend money in ways that bring healing and hope to the world.  
 

~ The first rule of business is “the customer is always right.”  Not so with the church.  In fact, one of the 
main reasons we come to church is to remind ourselves that none of us are perfect, that we are all in 
need of mercy, forgiveness and peace, which is why we have Jesus the Christ. 
 

~ Many businesses are perfectly happy if people buy online and never step foot in the store.  A church, 
on the other hand, is only a church when, “two or three are gathered in his name.”  Hence, whenever  
possible, it is better to go to church as there are people there who need a smile, a hug or an encouraging 
word.  
 

~ The product of a business is tangible or visible in some way, shape or form. Not so with the church.  
The main product of the church is spiritual. Whenever I stand up in the pulpit I am preaching about an 
invisible product, namely God.  The only way that product becomes visible and meaningful is when 
people embody it.  A friend recently said to me, “Try as we may, we will never prove that God exists.”  To 
which I replied, “Actually the way you and I live our lives counter-culturally should be proof that God exists, 
the way we become ‘The body of Christ.’”  
 

~ A business’ point of orbit is the kingdoms of the world.  A church’s point of orbit is the Kingdom of 
God.  This means that even when the church practices excellent business skills it should still appear 
slightly out-of-orbit from the rest of the world.  Hence, when it comes to people and employees, the 
church will always err on the side of abundance and generosity.  Bottom line:  A church that does not 
appear slightly out-of-orbit from the surrounding culture or the corporation is not a church.  
 

~ Finally, “success” is much harder to measure in a church than in a business. This is because most of 
the good work done on behalf of the church are acts of kindness that are often understated, quiet and 
confidential.  The long volunteer hours on committees, crunching numbers, planning fundraisers,  
Sunday school, choir practice, visiting the sick, providing health care support, booking meeting rooms, 
taking teenagers to a foreign country, managing a preschool, welcoming new people on Sunday  
mornings, endless setting up and tearing down of tables and chairs, and preparing the layout of this 
Meetinghouse Monthly are what makes the “business” of the church beautifully immeasurable, absolutely 
priceless.  
 

Faithfully,                                           

   

 

Speaking Pastorally 

Richard 
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Continued from front cover … 
 

 

Raise up a child in the way they should go and when they are old,  

they will not turn from it.  ~ Proverbs 22:6 
 

 

Providing a safe place in which young people can explore who they are and the ways God is working 
through and with them has long been a goal of those who work with the youngest among us at The First 
Congregational Church of Greenwich.  We have sought to raise our children well and our prayer is that we 
will plant the seeds of faith that will serve them their whole lives.  This year, our Lenten Offering seeks to 
offer that same grace to two communities outside of our church walls. 

 

This year’s Lenten Offering recipients will enhance the facilities and programming for the children and 
families who are a part of the Silver Lake Conference Center and those who receive the services of Covenant 
to Care for Children. 

 

Silver Lake is the Conference Center for the Connecticut Conference of the United Church of Christ.  
FCCOG has a deep and fruitful relationship with Silver Lake and many who are a part of our congregation 
can give testimony to the ways the programs and presence of Silver Lake have shaped them and their  
children’s lives.  Our money this year will bring to fruition a building project at Silver Lake that will further 
the ministry they share.  Not only will we be offering our dollars, but we will also have the opportunity to 
visit Silver Lake as a congregation and put our sweat equity into the project with some hands-on  
construction help. 

 

Covenant to Care for Children is an agency that works with foster children who are a part of the  
Connecticut foster care system.  Their goal is to place children in both foster programs and forever homes.  
To do so, they need the support of churches like ours to ensure that the children have the material things 
they need when they find the home that is suitable for them.  As part of this, we will provide a portion of 
the Lenten Offering dollars to assist in their program.  We will also be a part of creating Easter Baskets that 
will be shared with the children who are part of the program. 

 

Additional information will be provided during Lent via a mailing, information during worship, and an 
ever-present table during Fellowship Hour.  We will also be blessed with the encouraging words from  
representatives of each agency.   Join us during this Lenten journey as we learn more about the ways we 
may respond to the need of God’s children in the world. 

 

STOP HUNGER NOW!  Join us on Sunday, March 15 after worship: 
 

“From your hands to their tummies.”  

After worship on Sunday, March 15, join us in the Daniels  
Center and volunteer for our meal packaging event. For more 
info, call Mark Montgomery at 203-637-1791 ext. 15.  
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Notes from our Director of Music          
 
 

Hymns and Our Christian Faith (part 1 of a series): 
 

From the very beginning of my musical education, I knew that I wanted to make my living as a 
church musician.  I grew up in a small Presbyterian church where my parents were charter members. 
Over the years, the words in the hymns I sang in that, and many other churches, would come to 
form the basis of my faith.  They have guided me through the highest highs and the lowest lows in 
my life, and I imagine that the same is true for many of you.  

 

Each week, for years upon years, people have gathered in worship to hear words read from scriptures 
and to sing the hymns we knew from our youngest days.  When the musician launches into The Old 
Rugged Cross or Holy, Holy, Holy, the music brings up memories and/or emotions, maybe from a sig-
nificant life event.  What really stirs those emotions?  Is it the music, or is it the words?  I imagine, 
for the majority of us, it is the music.  But, what we need to focus on are the words.  

 

For the most part, I am responsible for choosing the hymns sung on any given Sunday.  Once I 
know the scriptures and/or sermon topic, I consult the indices in the New Century and Pilgrim 
Hymnals.  Cross-referencing those, I will select hymns that best fit the theme of the service.  Finding 
a hymn with a text that fits the theme is the main criteria used for choosing hymns.  Sometimes the 
theme doesn’t have a hymn that relates to it, so another familiar hymn will be chosen.  

 

The power of words can never be underestimated.  They strike fear in our hearts, they lift us to the 
summit, they urge us to move forward in life.  While the music is important, words are paramount 
to music.  If you were to ask a composer of vocal music, songs, hymns, or choral music, virtually  
everyone will say that the words are chosen first and the music is crafted around the text.  True  
confession:  I do not care for the New Century Hymnal, primarily because of the changes to the 
words.  In an attempt to create a non-sexist, gender-neutral compilation of hymns, they tossed the 
baby out with the bathwater.  Much of the beauty and flow of the words we have grown to love and 
hold deep in our thoughts was ruined in this endeavor.  On the reverse side of that confession, I also 
recognize the importance of creating a space in worship, in our community of faith, where people 
from all walks of life are made to feel comfortable and welcomed.  This may be someone who experi-
enced a troubled upbringing where images of a specific gender stir up bad memories.  It also might 
cause any one of us to re-examine images we’ve taken for granted and now see concepts in a different 
light.  Most of us fully comprehend the notion of “man” referenced in Biblical terms encompasses all 
humanity, male and female.  

 

The next time you pick up a hymnal and prepare to sing a hymn, spend some time before worship 
reading the words.  Many of the hymns have been included in hymnals for decades, even centuries. 
Some words have been altered as time rolled on, but they are mostly the same words that have been 
sung for years.  What do those words really mean?  Are you going to sing the hymn as you have for 
your whole life?  Immerse yourself in the words and really let them flood your mind with a freshness 
and newness that you haven’t experienced before.  

 

Next installment:  I can’t stand that hymn….I love that hymn:  Pleasing everyone in a diverse world. 
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News from The Rummage Room  
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich  -  203-637-1875   

 

MARCH CALENDAR    
 

Monday, March 2:  Winter merchandise is gone, gone, gone.  The Rummage Room will reopen at 1:00 pm 
with everything for Spring!!  NOTE:  The store will be closed 10:00 am-1:00 pm for restocking. 

Monday, March 9-Saturday, March 14:  Manager's choice of selections 50% off for the week. 

Tuesday, March 17:  Celebrating St. Patrick's Day.  50% off everything Green! 

Friday, March 20:  Happy First Day of Spring!!  Go forth and gaze upon the daffodils. 

Monday, March 23:  50% off sale of selected Spring items. 

Monday, March 30:  50% off sale of selected Spring items.   

  

Manager Maria's Wish List:  Easter clothing for adults and children; Easter decorations; spring wallets; hats 
and shoes; handbags; jewelry. 

  

Shop Hours:  10:00 am to 5:00 pm Monday - Friday & 10:00 am to 1:00 pm on Saturday. 

Donation Hours:  9:30 am to 4:30 pm Monday - Thursday & 9:30 am to 12:30 pm Friday - Saturday. 

Thank you for donating only clean, salable goods.  Many thanks!!  

  

Mission Objective and Thank Yous:   The Allocations Committee has been hard at work planning which 
organizations will receive the 2013-2014 proceeds from The Rummage Room for women, children and 
family needs in 2015.  Thanks to The Women's Fellowship, who makes it all possible; The Rummage Room 
Committee; The Allocations Committee; the many volunteers who have invested their time and loyalty 
through the years; Manager Maria Drieghe and her Assistant Managers, Nancy Hamilton, Connie Fauci, 
Veronica Klinka, and Betty Shopovick; Barbara Wilkov, whose help is always valuable; and, of course, you 
who shop and donate so unselfishly year after year at the The Little Shop that Could and Does - we would be 
nothing without you! 

Interested in Learning about Joining the Church? 

 

Our next New Member Class will be held on Sunday, March 15 at 11:20 am in 
the Senior Pastor’s office.  It will last approximately an hour and a half and will 
include lunch.  During the class, prospective new members will have the oppor-
tunity to hear about the history and faith of our denomination, the United Church 
of Christ, and to learn more about our church.  Attending does not obligate you to 
join but we hope that this time together will strengthen you on the journey of 
faith.  New members will then be received on Sunday, March 22.  Child care will 
be provided at both times.   

 

Please feel welcome to join us.  If you are planning to attend, or you have questions, please contact Ginny 
Breismeister at ginnyb@fccog.org or 203-637-1791 ext. 26 or call the Church Office. 

mailto:ginnyb@fccog.org
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From the                    … March Happenings                                by Sue Asselin, RN 

 
Thank you to everyone who helped make the Red Cross Blood Drive such a success on February 7!  There 
were 32 presenting donors and 24 units of blood were collected.  Because each unit can benefit up to three 
people, that’s a potential for 72 lives impacted!  Whether you made a delicious treat, gave a pint of life-saving 
blood, or tickled the ivories, your contribution was much appreciated.  Thank you for being an angel to 
those in need of blood. 
 

March is a busy month filled with many learning opportunities planned by the Wellness Committee.  We 
hope to see you at one or more of these events: 

 

Second Hour - Sunday, March 8 - Palliative Care Perspectives 
11:30 am to 12:30 pm in the Lounge 
Dr. Donna Coletti (right), MD., Director of Greenwich Hospital’s Palliative Care Depart-
ment will discuss the principles behind palliative care, and give an overview of the program in 
place at Greenwich Hospital.  Palliative care focuses on quality of life and comfort, rather 
than a cure at all costs.  Dr. Coletti will explain the nuances of palliative care and dispel some 
of the myths associated with this philosophy of care.  There will also be time for Dr. Coletti 
to answer questions from attendees.  
 

CPR and AED Refresher Classes - Saturday, March 14 
On Saturday, March 14, Greenwich EMS instructors will review CPR, including the use of the defibrillator. 
This class is for individuals who are already certified in CPR, such as those who took the full certification 
class in March of 2014.  For those who took the American Heart Association CPR course in 2014, your  
certification is good for 2 years.  This non-mandatory class provides an excellent opportunity for review and 
hands-on practice.  For individuals who have received their certification elsewhere, this provides an oppor-
tunity to familiarize yourself with our equipment.  The class is offered at 2 times that Saturday morning: 
9:00-10:00 am or 10:30-11:30 am.  To sign up for a class or ask questions, please stop in to see me in Room 
203 or call me at extension 21. 
 

Lunch and Learn:  Monday, March 23 - DASH Diet for Cardiac Health   
12:00 to 1:15 pm in the Auditorium 
Join us for lunch as Denise Addorisio, a Registered Dietitian at Greenwich Hospital, 
teaches us about DASH or “Dietary Approaches to Stop Hypertension.” DASH is 
aimed at lowering blood pressure, but the benefits of this diet extend to promoting 
cardiac health and overall well-being.  Denise will explain the principles of the diet 
and how to incorporate them into our lifestyles.  A light lunch will be served as the 
Denise speaks. Seating is limited so please RSVP to Sue Asselin, your Parish Nurse, at extension 21. 

Sign Up to Receive the Meetinghouse Monthly Electronically 
 

Help save trees and also be the first to receive the latest issue of The Meetinghouse Monthly each month.  
Just email Barbara Wilkov at barbaraw@fccog.org and request to be added to the monthly email list.   

Also, you can always view current and past issues of The Meetinghouse Monthly on the church website at 
www.fccog.org/meetinghouse-monthly. 

Don’t miss out on all the latest news from FCCOG! 

mailto:barbaraw@fccog.org
http://www.fccog.org/meetinghouse-monthly
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Church School & Events  
of Interest to Families In March 

 

 

Sunday, March 1: 9:00 AM:   3rd Grade Bible Breakfast 

   10:00 AM: Worship and Regular Church School Rotation Workshops 

   Rotation Series III:  Lent and Holy Week 

Sunday, March 8: 10:00 AM:  Worship and Youth Sunday; all Church School children will be in  
   worship except 3 & 4 year olds who will have class. 

Sunday, March 15: 10:00 AM:  Worship and Regular Church School Rotation Workshops 

Sunday, March 22: 10:00 AM:  Worship and Regular Church School Rotation Workshops 

Saturday, March 28: FCCOG Volunteer Day at Neighbor to Neighbor:  8:30-10:30 am OR  
   10:30 am-12:30 pm 

Sunday, March 29: 10:00 AM:  PALM SUNDAY - Worship and Special Palm Sunday activities in 
   Room 104. 

 

 

Rotation Workshops So Far and More to Come 
 

By all accounts, children and adults alike, are happy with our Rotation Program on Sunday mornings in 
the Church School.  This approach to help our children develop a lifelong faith is based on several  
values.  First, is the acknowledgment that we all learn in different ways.  Then, there is the realization 
that faith is formed through experience, rituals and relationships at any age.  We have looked at what it 
might have been like to grow up in Jesus’ time, the story of Jacob’s son, Joseph, and, next, will be a  
focus on Lent and some of the events of Holy Week.  In April, we are planning a two-week session on 
Communion which will also serve as preparation for our children, especially 2nd graders, to participate 
in Communion with the congregation on the first Sunday in May. 

 

We want to thank the several members of the congregation who have generously given of their time and 
talents to teach our children woodworking, cooking, numerology, astronomy, storytelling, genealogy, 
and more.  We now look forward to a new group of presenters who will be part of the Lent & Holy 
Week lessons in March.  The lessons will include planting, more cooking and cross making.  Please visit 
the Rotation Table during Fellowship Hour to hear more about this great program! 
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Some thoughts on Faith Formation from our Director of Family Ministries: 

 

Sunday School, Church School, Christian Education, Faith Formation; so what IS the difference and why are 
the distinctions important?  I think we adults can agree that our faith does not only come from memorizing 
prayers, bible verses, answers to the catechism questions or recounting Bible stories.  Our faith also comes 
from the values and beliefs our parents, extended family members, and other significant others have expressed 
to us over the years. 

 

Faith is not static; it is not an accumulation of information that does not change.  On the contrary, it can 
change from day to day; from life experience to life experience.  It can grow and diminish; it can be filled 
with doubt and despair; or it can flourish and support us. This is why many theologians and religious leaders 
today are focused on the process of faith formation for all ages and not education alone. 

 

There have been studies that show faith develops through relationships especially intergenerational – just 
having young children and older adults experiencing worship together can be very formational for both 
groups! There are also many stories about the children who can be called young theologians just by their 
views on the world, on how they know God exists or how they love others. 

 

We in the Church School – parents of both current and former children in the church as well as volunteers 
who are not parents – are committed to bringing faith to our children; faith in God, faith informed by the 
life and teachings of Jesus, faith that seeks to understand the messages in the Bible, faith that is expressed in 
action and word, faith that brings joy and hope and peace to our children. 

 

We are here to help you with faith formation of your children. We are a team – family and church – who 
share the goal of bringing the best that church and faith can be to our children. 

 

Our “678” Class and their World  
Religions Exploration 

 

This year our middle school kids are looking at some 
world religions and how they compare and contrast 
with our protestant, congregational and United Church 
of Christ traditions and theology. So far, they have had 
introductory sessions on UCC, Judaism and Islam. We 
still plan to hear about Hinduism, Buddhism and Ro-
man Catholicism. As in past years, the highlights of this 
undertaking are the field trips. We will visit with Rabbi 
Mitch Hurvitz at Temple Shalom on Sunday, March 22 
and with Monsignor Alan Detscher at St. Catherine’s of 
Siena on April 26. Still to be scheduled is a visit to a 
mosque in Norwalk which we are coordinating through 
the SW CT Interfaith Council. There will be an oppor-
tunity for us to hear from these young people about 
these experiences on Children’s Sunday, June 7. 

Another FCCOG Volunteer Day 

at Neighbor to Neighbor 
 

Please join your fellow church members on  
Saturday, March 28 
from 8:30-10:30 am OR 
10:30 am-12:30 pm.   
We will be stocking the 
food pantry and sorting 
and displaying the cloth-
ing and linen  
contributions.  Neighbor-to-Neighbor is located 
at Christ Church in Greenwich (across Putnam 
venue from the YWCA).  Please contact Rose-
mary Lamie (RosemaryL@fccog.org) or see the 
easel in Fellowship Hour to sign up.  This is a 
great opportunity for a parent/child team or a 
teen and a friend as well as individuals. Children 
need to be accompanied by a parent. 

mailto:RosemaryL@fccog.org
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One Way to Acknowledge Lent With Our Children:  

Don’t “Give Up” But “Take On” 
 

Every year I vow to do something spiritual each day during Lent to help keep me grounded, to acknowledge 
the time leading up to Jesus’ Holy Week journey and inevitable death, and to prepare for the joy of Easter. 
But almost like New Year’s resolutions, these vows do not always materialize as I would want them to.  The 
following idea is from a daily resource I receive and I thought you might be intrigued and inspired to give it 
a try. (From Creating a Lenten Prayer Space at Home by Emily Watkins) 
http://www.buildfaith.org/2015/02/09/creating-lenten-prayer-space-home/ 
 

“… The tool that I am most grateful for is the church year.  I long for my children to feel part of the biblical 
story. I want them to know that this story begins before them and ends after them; they are part of God’s 
kingdom right now.  The church year invites us into this story, giving us an opportunity to imaginatively enter 
the past, present and future of this story. 
 

In a family with small children, how do you create the space to journey through Lent in a developmentally 
appropriate way?  Our family has tried different practices and readings through Lent, but one thing has been 
constant in our Lenten practices: creating a collection of symbolic items in a central place in the home (i.e. on 
the family table or on a stand in a main living area).  As my boys grow and our family changes, this sacred 
space changes.  Items I always include are a candle, a cross, an empty bowl to represent fasting, a scripture 
passage and/or prayer, and a small Bible.  All of these items are placed on a purple cloth.  We've also included a 
poem, art postcard or alms tin some years.  These items are helpful as talking points with children.  
 

Candle:  Always a symbol of God’s presence with us.  I often say as I light the candle, We light the candle to 
remind us that God is with us in this place, at this time. 

The Purple Cloth:  For children who traveled through Advent, the purple of Lent will be familiar as a color for 
a time of waiting.  Use a circle calendar of the church year to show the children that we are in Lent, waiting for 
the great feast of Easter. 

An Empty Bowl:  Explain that we fast so that we have more time or energy to remember to talk to God during 
Lent.  We are getting ready for the great mystery of Easter.  Older children can be encouraged to write down 
something they want to fast from and place the paper in the bowl. 

A Scripture, Poem and/or Prayer:  This can be written on cards that can be read liturgically (we've found 
every night at dinner works well for our rhythm).  

Cross:  Take time to look at the cross together and talk about the crucifixion and the resurrection.  The Easter 
Story by Brian Wildsmith and Peter’s First Easter by Walter Wangerin, Jr. are both wonderful retellings of the 
events of Holy Week to share as a family as you ponder the cross. 
 

We have both of these books and more in our Church School 
Resource Center in the middle of the Preschool area.  Also, here 
is a picture of my own Lenten Center with a small painting from 
one of my favorite artists, Mark Mohn, a sculpture from another 
favorite artist, prayer stones and a battery operated candle - great 
for homes with very little ones or where a lit candle could be 
easily forgotten.  If this idea resonates with you and you give it a 
try, I would love to have a photo of your Lenten Center to share 
with our congregation in the April Meetinghouse Monthly.  
 

Peace, Rosemary 

http://www.buildfaith.org/2015/02/09/creating-lenten-prayer-space-home/
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Soup Kitchen Volunteers  
  

Thank you to the ‘678’ graders who made chili in 
February.   
 

If you, a group of your friends, or a representative 
group of people from FCCOG would like to prepare 
and/or serve chili, just give Mark Montgomery a call 
or email fccoghungermission@gmail.com.   
 

 

Valentine’s Day Tea at Edgehill 
 

Our Stephen Ministers continued the tradition of 
hosting a Valentine’s Day Tea for FCCOG  
members residing at Edgehill. The turnout was 
excellent, and the group enjoyed 
warm fellowship on a cold winter 
day.  Stephen Ministers, Carolyn 
MacLea and Linnea Stenberg, 
served tea and sweets.  Thanks to 
Bobby Littlefield, Edgehill liaison for this event.  
Also to Rosemary Lamie who coordinated beauti-
ful Valentines made by the Church School  
children.  Church School families were represent-
ed by members of the Richards, Romano, and 
Bradford families.  We were honored to have our 

ministers,  
Richard 
DenUyl (and 
Barbara and 
Sophie), and 
Avery  
Manchester 
also join us. 

Welcome to our New Church Members!  

 

Joining in December 2014 were  

Radovan Sikorsky, his wife, Daniela Sikorska  

and their daughters, Monika and Sylvia 

 

          Avery’s Book Corner 

For the month of March, I enthusiastically recommend Daring Greatly: How the Courage to 
Be Vulnerable Transforms the Way We Live, Love, Parent, and Lead  by Brené Brown.  This 
book emphasizes this basic part of our Christian faith ~ vulnerability.  It’s worth the read! 
  

Excerpt: Vulnerability isn’t good or bad; it’s not what we call a dark emotion, nor is it always a light, 
positive experience.  Vulnerability is the core of all emotions and feelings. To feel is to be vulnerable. To 
believe vulnerability is weakness is to believe that feeling is weakness. To foreclose on our emotional life 
out of a fear that the costs will be too high is to walk away from the very thing that gives purpose and 
meaning to living. 

 

The Mask You Live In  

Film Screening 
 

FCCOG and First Church Preschool are partner-

ing with the Greenwich YWCA 

and Junior League of Green-

wich to present a new documen-

tary film by the director of Miss  

Representation.  The Mask You 

Live In is an exploration of young American  

masculinity and asks, “Are we failing our boys?”  
 

One-time-only showing on Tues, March 3 

(inclement weather date: March 31) at Bow Tie 

Criterion Cinemas, 2 Railroad Ave., Greenwich.  

Doors open at 6:30 pm. Tickets $10 in advance; 

$15 at the door; $5 for 18 and under (film not 

suitable for children under 13 years).    
 

For more info, contact Danielle LeBrando at 203-

869-6501 x106 or d.lebrando@ywcagreenwich.org.  

mailto:fccoghungermission@gmail.com
mailto:d.lebrando@ywcagreenwich.org
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Women’s Fellowship 

 

Annual Soup Sale Recap 
 

We sold a total of 144 quarts of soup in less than 
an hour at the 4th annual “Souper Bowl Sunday” 
Soup Sale sponsored by the Women’s Fellowship! 

We send out a huge ‘Thank You!’ to all soup 
makers AND soup buyers!  And a special ‘Thank 
You’ to Susan Wilder for her excellent labels and 

record keeping! We look forward to our 5th  
annual Soup Sale in 2016! 

 

 

Come Experience Tai Chi! 
 

Come and experience the many 
wonderful benefits of Tai Chi 
and Qi Gong exercises.  

 

 

Classes are held on Wednesdays 
at 8:00 am and Thursdays at 
9:00 am.  Only $10 per class.  
Drop-ins are welcome.   

 

 

Hats Off  Book Discussion Group 
Our Hats Off  book study group has chosen 
Cutting for Stone by Abraham Verghese for its 

third winter read which will 
begin on Thursday, March 
5.  Ann Packer writes, “A 
marvel of a first novel.   
Verghese’s generosity of spirit is 
beautifully embodied in this 
gripping family saga...an un-
forgettable story of love and 
betrayal and forgiveness.” 
Please join us on Thursday 
mornings from 10:00 - 
11:30 am in the Lounge. 

Reserve your book at our Greenwich Libraries or 
order one from Jean Bruder, 203-661-1685. 

 

Kettle Quilters 
 

The Kettle Quilters are under 
pressure to finish the cross stitch 
quilt in time for the annual 
Women’s Fellowship luncheon 
on May 13.  All quilters on 
board!!  With extra time left we 
will change over to piecing our 2016 quilt, which 
promises to be a great copy of a traditional Ameri-
can quilt.  Come and join us! 
 

Mondays 9:00 am -12 noon 

Tuesdays 7:30-9:00 pm  

Room 203  .                                                                                                                                                                                                       ~ Inge Thalheim  

 

Nights Off  Women’s Group 
 

Our Nights Off  Women’s Group met for an  
evening of food, fellowship and Valentine fun in 
February (see pix below).  Our next gathering will 
be on Monday, March 16 at 6:30.  Place TBD.  
More details will follow on the church website at 
www.fccog.org and in the Friday email leading up 
to the date.   
 

All are always welcome to our Nights Off  gather-
ings...in fact, we had a few newbies in February!  
Please join us and bring a friend along.  If you 
have questions or would like to be added to the 
email list, please contact Shirley Flierl at  
fbtworld@aol.com.   

http://www.fccog.org
mailto:fbtworld@aol.com
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Bible Study will be on hiatus 
during the month of March and 
will resume on Sunday, April 19 
at 11:20 am in the Lounge. No 
need to have ever been before.  
Come and join us.  All you need is an interest and 
Rev. Avery Manchester will take care of the rest.   

 

Bible Study  

  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Snow/Weather Emergencies: 
 

Hopefully the worst of the winter weather is over 
(and spring isn’t far behind), but just in case we 
have more bad weather, here is all the infor-
mation you need:  
  

Sunday Worship-decision to close will be made 
by 8:00 am;  
Weekdays-decision to close the Church Office or 
have a late opening will be made by 7:30 am. 

Get the latest updates: 1) On the church  
website at www.fccog.org; 2) Email blast (please 
give us your email if we don’t already have it—
email it to barbaraw@fccog.org); 3) News 12 
(Cablevision channel 12 or 
http://closings.news12.com); 4) WGCH radio 
(1490 AM); 5) Facebook and Twitter. 
(@FCCOGCT) 

 

March Responsibilities and Assignments 

Memorial Services: 

 

Rick Woodman - March 1 

Wendy Reynolds - March 8 

Pat Larrabee -  March 15 

Ben Quick - March 22 

Eric Schless - March 29 
 

 

 

March 1 Communion: 

Donna Hascher - Capt. 

Joe McBride - Set up 

Pam Grunow - Set up 

Phil Bradford - Set up 

Johann Thalheim - Set up 

Mary Fike - Clean up 

Paul Kretschmann - Clean up 

Kimberly Kuppenheimer - Clean up 
 

Deacon Assignments:                                                    
 

Invocation 
Mary Fike 

 

Hospital Notes  
Sherry Myer 

 

March Fellowship Hour: 

Women’s Fellowship 

 

Especially For Moms of  Very  

Young Children 
 

If you have a baby, toddler and/or 2 
year old, join us for an opportunity to 
meet and relax with other moms and 
their young kids.  The group meets the 
2nd and 4th Friday of every month 
(March 13 and 27 this month) from 9:30–10:30 
am in Room 104.  For more information, contact 
Kristen Jacks at kmj33z@yahoo.com or call her at 
203-344-1961.  

Spring Citizen’s  

Police Academy 
 

The Greenwich Police Depart-
ment is accepting applications 
for the 2015 Citizen’s Police Academy Spring 
Session.  The 7-week program starts Monday, 
April 27 and meets Mondays and Wednesdays 
6:30-9 pm at the Greenwich Police Dept. 
 

The program provides Greenwich residents 
and employees a first-hand overview of both 
law enforcement and community-related  
functions of their Police Department.  To  
access a Spring Session Application along with 
the Press Release announcement, visit 
www.greenwichct.org/government/
departments/police_department/
citizens_police_academy/.   

http://www.fccog.org/
mailto:barbaraw@fccog.org
http://closings.news12.com
mailto:kmj33z@yahoo.com
http://www.greenwichct.org/government/departments/police_department/citizens_police_academy/
http://www.greenwichct.org/government/departments/police_department/citizens_police_academy/
http://www.greenwichct.org/government/departments/police_department/citizens_police_academy/
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         MA RC HB I RT H D AY S  

03/01  Deborah LaCivita 

03/01  Tom Beam 

03/01  Robert Finch 

03/02  Roland Klingner 

03/02  Henry Hull 

03/02  Sandra Millspaugh 

03/02  David Ranta 

03/02  Kevin Goggins 

03/03  Chris O’Donnell 

03/03  Alden Richmond 

03/03  Ellen Sykes 

03/04  Avery Manchester 

03/04  Lea Menegon 

03/04  David Robbins 

03/04  Wayne Hileman 

03/04  Karim Sadik-Khan 

03/04  Tim Duffy 

03/04  Morgan Wolfe 

03/04  Charlie Baird 

03/05  Bobbie Hopkins 

03/05  Louise Schmitt 

03/05  April Condon 

03/05  Ohireime Ariyibi 

03/06  Sue McCalley 

03/06  John Michael Fryback 

03/06  Joey Rogers 

03/06  Elisabeth Ware 

03/07  Brian Carlson 

03/07  Donald Breismeister 

03/07  Isabelle Schless 

03/07  Tucker Stafford 

03/07  Luke Cofer 

03/07  Maddy Beck 

03/08  Dorothy Pidgursky 

03/08  Frank Zavattaro 

03/08  Sally Morgan 

03/08  Vicki Altmeyer 

03/08  Hillary Coleman 

03/08  Kyle Christensen 

03/08  William Christensen 

03/09  Wayne Leizear 

03/09  James MacDougall 

03/09  Dennis Alex 

03/09  Cheryl Anderson 

03/09  Emily Glendon 

03/10  Ruth Reed 

03/10  Lucy Hedrick 

03/10  Sherry Myer 

03/10  Edmund Luce 

03/10  Lori Romano 

03/10  Kristen Jacks 

03/11  Christie Coon 

03/11  Peg Wentworth 

03/11  Andrew Tedford 

03/11  Eric Scott Andersen 

03/11  Altan Sadik-Khan 

03/11  William Johnson 

03/11  Alexander Bernsten 

03/12  Douglas Bloom 

03/12  Diane Kretschmann 

03/12  Cindy Trask 

03/12  Jane Brash 

03/12  Elaine Teeters 

03/12  Kelley Bailey 

03/12  Michelle Maxwell 

03/12  Francesca Lotufo 

03/13  Rosamond Brady 

03/13  Lucinda Allen 

03/13  Monika Sikorska 

03/13  Reese Velishka 

03/14  Sandra Boles 

03/14  Burt Harrington 

03/14  Lindsay Erickson 

03/14  Jackson Jacoby 

03/15  John Standish 

03/15  Thomas Johnson 

03/15  Isabelle Mackell 

03/15  Peter Mackell 

03/15  Jacob Millspaugh 

03/16  Robert Medvey 

03/16  Dale Myer 

03/16  Steve Crihfield 

03/16  Kathryn Atkin 

03/16  Nicholas Bernsten 

03/16  George Wheelock 

03/17  Jimmy Heidt 

03/17  Lia Zavattaro 

03/17  Richard Sykes 

03/18  Sandra Sandlock 

03/19  Dawn McCready 

03/19  Cara Olmsted 

03/19  Carrie Braddock 

03/19  Catherine Mahoney 

03/19  Alexander Ghaffari 

03/19  Kate Wentworth 

03/19  John Michael Rodriguez 

03/20  Kara Liebowitz 

03/21  Virginia Liddel 

03/21  Eric Baker 

03/21  Jenny Riddell 

03/21  Nick Stewart 

03/21  Elizabeth Morris 

03/21  Adair Richards 

03/22  Penny Low 

03/22  Kenneth Olsson 

03/22  Radovan Sikorsky 

03/22  Kyle Young 

03/22  Peter DeRiemer 

03/22  Thomas Sahrbeck 

03/22  Annalise Hayes 

03/22  Madelyn Hogan 

03/23  Tad Larrabee 

03/23  Robert Anderson 

03/24  Kim Scopelliti 

03/24  John Cofer 

03/24  Gage Benoit 

03/25  Darlene Moore 

03/25  Denise Leidy 

03/25  Sybren Hoekstra 

03/26  Curtis Carlson 

03/26  Anita Windels 

03/27  Mary Durland 

03/27  Jay Shaw 

03/27  Leslie Burton 

03/27  Tucker Serenbetz 

03/27  Hendrick Schless 

03/27  Emily Brash 

03/27  Will Perry 

03/27  Kendall Thompson 

03/27  Alexa Zavattaro 

03/28  Joan Denne 

03/28  Katharine Fountain 

03/28  Charlie Taggart 

03/28  Emma Olmsted 

03/29  Nicole Pacent 

03/30  Elizabeth Mose 

03/30  John Trepanier 

03/30  Matthew Jacobs 

03/30  George Thalheim 

03/30  Lisa Maxwell 

03/31  Richard Jenkins 

03/31  Jean Bruder 

03/31  Daniel Lepoutre 

 

 

 

Life Events:                                                                                             
Deaths: 

George Manning 

 

Spring forward!  
 

Spring is really on its way and it officially arrives March 
20.  In the meantime, we get to move our clocks ‘ahead’ 
on Sunday, March 8!  Don’t forget to turn your clocks 
forward one hour before you go to bed Saturday night.  
That way you won’t miss church Sunday morning! 

 

https://www.facebook.com/FCCOGCT?sk=wall
https://twitter.com/fccogct
http://instagram.com/fccogct
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXgou35EY5N803D4e_J4JNA?feature=results_main
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The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Ministers:  The Members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Senior Pastor:  Rev. Richard DenUyl, Jr.,  RichardD@fccog.org  

Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry:  Rev. Mark D. Montgomery, revmarkmontgomery@gmail.com 

Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care:  Rev. Avery C. Manchester, amanchester@fccog.org 

Director of Music:  Dr. Craig Scott Symons, craigs@fccog.org 

Director of Family Ministries:  Rosemary Lamie, rosemaryl@fccog.org 

Director of Church Administration and Finance:  Steve Summerton, steves@fccog.org 

Director of Membership:  Ginny Breismeister, ginnyb@fccog.org 

Director of Communications:  Barbara Wilkov, barbaraw@fccog.org 

Parish Nurse:  Susan Asselin, RN, susana@fccog.org 

Director of Preschool:  Darla Kohler Steiner, darlak@fccog.org 

Pastors Emeriti:  Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Rev. Sally Colegrove 

Director of Music Emeritus: Dr. John Stansell 
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