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4 Services of Advent & Christmas Eve 
See page 4 for NEW schedule 

Messiah 
Saturday, December 13, 4 pm 

See page 5 for details 

Christmas Soiree 
Saturday, December 13, 6 pm 

See inside front cover for details 

Live Nativity around the Crèche 
December 21 

See page 10 for details 

Christmas Carol Dinner & Sing 
Sunday, December 7, 6 pm 

See page 9 for details 
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Looking Back:   
Fun at the Barn Dance! 

 

Visit our Photo Gallery to 
view more pictures:  

fccog.org/photo-gallery/  

http://www.fccog.org/photo-gallery/
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By Rev. Richard DenUyl, Jr. 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
During the season of Advent I often hear people whispering on their way out of 
church, “Why do we have to wait until Christmas to sing Christmas Carols?” It’s a good question, after 
all, the malls, the banks and media are all doing it. “Why don’t we sing Christmas Carols during  
Advent?”  The short answer to this question is, “Because the church, unlike the surrounding culture, is 
still pregnant.”  Simply put:  We haven’t had the baby yet!   

 

While the surrounding culture eats gingerbread and drinks eggnog, the church craves pickles and pizza. 
While the surrounding culture sings, “Joy to the World” and “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” in the 
major key, the church sings, “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” and “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” 
in the minor key.  While the surrounding culture is ablaze with colored lights, twinkling stars, reindeer 
rocketing off roofs and gyrating Santas, the church darns the color purple and lights a few simple under-
stated candles.  

 

There is a wonderful expression in the German language for a woman who is pregnant.  People say she is 
“in der hoffnung;” translation:  she is, “In Hope.”  That’s the essence of Advent.  The church is pregnant 
with hope.  It hasn’t happened yet.  We are still waiting—sometimes uncomfortably.  We are still labor-
ing for God’s Kingdom on earth, for the fullness of justice, and peace, love and joy in our families, our 
community, our country and our world.  And, yet, every so often there is a sign that something new and 
wonderful is on the way.  The queasiness, the cravings, the kicking---even the fear ---are all subtle signs 
that hope is alive.  Be it ever so subtle, hope is alive! 

 

OK, I admit it.  There usually is a sneak preview as well.  Truth is most progressive churches, including 
The First Congregational Church of Greenwich, do have a habit of including a Christmas hymn during 
the final two Sundays of Advent.  Personally I welcome this modern sneak peak as the Advent equivalent 
of the wonder and joy of an ultrasound!   

 

Faithfully,                                           

 

Speaking Pastorally 

Richard 

 
 
 

A Special Thank You 
 
 
 

“Thank You" to Barbara Hathaway and Alida Meyers for the beautiful job they did  
decorating Rev. DenUyl’s office. If you haven’t had a chance to see it yet,  

stop by and say hi to Rev. DenUyl and check it out!  
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Advent and Christmas Eve Calendar  
 

 November 30:  First Sunday of Advent; 10 am worship; 2 pm Advent Craft Workshop 

  

 December 7:  Second Sunday of Advent; 10 am worship; deadline for Giving Tree 

    Gifts; 6 pm Christmas Carol Dinner & Sing 

 

 December 8:  7:30 pm Messiah Rehearsal 

 

 December 10:  7:30 pm Messiah Dress Rehearsal with Orchestra 

 

 December 13:  4 pm Messiah Performance in the Meetinghouse 

 

    6 pm Christmas Soiree at Zody’s 19th Hole, Stamford 

 

 December 14:  Third Sunday of Advent; 10 am worship 

 

 December 21:  Fourth Sunday of Advent; 10 am worship; Live Nativity at outdoor  

    crèche (weather-permitting) 

 

 December 23:  3 pm Rehearsal for Nativity Pageant 

 

 December 24:  NEW CHRISTMAS EVE SCHEDULE: 

    10 am Lessons and Carols for our youngest families; Nativity Pageant;  
    Cherub Choir sings; White Gift Offerings* 

    3 pm:  Family Service; Once in Royal David’s City Nativity Pageant; 

    Children’s Choir sings; White Gift Offerings* 

    4 pm:  Community Carol Sing around the crèche on the front lawn 

    6 pm:  Festival Carol Service with Brass Ensemble; Once in Royal 

    David’s City Nativity Pageant; Chancel Choir sings; White Gift Offerings* 

    9 pm:  Candlelight Service with Communion; Youth/Alumni Choir sings 

 

 December 25:  Merry Christmas and Peace to All! 

 

 January 1, 2015: Happy New Year! 

 

 January 4, 2015: Epiphany Sunday:  10 am worship; Regular Church School 
 

 * See page 8 for details about White Gift Offerings. 
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Musical Notes    
 

48th Annual Messiah Concert and Christmas Soirée! 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Messiah tickets are on sale now! Our 48th annual Messiah will be performed just once this year on 
Saturday, December 13, at 4:00 pm. The soloists for the performance will be all of our Chancel 
Choir section leaders, pictured above (L to R), Hanna Golodinskii, soprano; Linnea Conley, mezzo 
soprano; Drew Seigla, tenor; and Thomas Woodman, bass.   
 

Tickets are on sale now in the Church Office daily, Monday through Friday 9:00 am-4:00 pm and 
during Fellowship Hour on Sunday, November 30 and Sunday, December 7.  Tickets for the con-
cert are $40 for Preferred Seating (front 8 rows in Meetinghouse) and $20 for General Seating (rows 
9 to the back of Meetinghouse and Chapel seating).  If you are out of the area, you may call the 
Church Office during normal business hours and request tickets be reserved for you, send in a check 
made payable to FCCOG, and your tickets will be available at the door on the day of the perfor-
mance.  Tickets are going fast, so get yours today! 
 

And then be sure to join us at our Christmas Soiree following Messiah that same evening from 6:00-
9:00 pm at Zody’s 19th Hole in Stamford!  Beer, wine, soft drinks and substantial hor d’oeuvres 
(yes, you can make a meal out of them!) are included.  Cash bar for liquor.  Enjoy the sights and 
sounds of the season and a little Christmas ‘cheer’ with your church family!  See the inside front  
cover of this issue for more details.  Get your tickets today!  

Grazie, Merci, Gracias, Thank You! 
 

One very large project has finally been completed in the 
music department, thanks to a number of volunteers.  
Since my arrival in 2010, a number of folks have been 

stamping, labeling, organizing our choral 
library of anthems.  Each anthem in our 
library contains from 50-70 individual 
copies of that particular piece. Each an-

them is assigned a number, which is catalogued in our 
database listing of anthems in our library.  Virtually all 
of the anthems did not have the library number 
stamped on every individual piece.  

 

When a piece was turned back in to be filed, sometimes 
it might have been a week or more late. To find that 
particular box number and return that piece to the cor-
rect box was a big task.  So, I asked volunteers who 
would like to help to put the appropriate library  

number, rubber stamped with the church’s name and 
individual numbers that correspond to the singer’s 
folder number on each piece.  Now, each piece in 
our Chancel Choir Library has the church name, 
library number, and individual singer’s folder num-
ber on it.  That’s A LOT of music; our library con-
tains around 450 separate anthems, not including all 
the Handbell Choir, Children’s Choir, and Youth 
Choir titles, as well as major works like Messiah,  
Requiem, etc., which pushes it closer to 900 titles! 
 

After nearly 4 years of stamping and labeling, the 
task is finally complete!  Thank you does not begin 
to express the hours of work that went into this Her-
culean task.  These volunteers are (in no particular 
order!):  Anne Wachsman, Beth Rollins, Pat Geis-
mar, Barbara Norrgard, Vance Briceland, Jennifer 
Lepoutre, Hilary Lawrence and probably a few more 
who I’m not remembering.  You are all SAINTS! 
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From the                     by Sue Asselin, RN 

 
 

 

Medicare Part D: 

It’s that time of the year again.  We’re finishing up turkey leftovers and contemplating our 
gratitude, coming into Advent and preparing to celebrate Jesus’ birth.  In the midst of this, for 
those of you with Medicare, is the last chance for open enrollment for Medicare Part D 
(prescription drug insurance).  Changes must be made by December 7, and can be done online 
at www.medicare.gov.  Even if you are happy with your current plan, it is wise to review your 
options each year.  Plans can change, as do your current medications, and all this affects your 
out-of-pocket expense.  
 

Overwhelmed with options?  Need help sorting through the choices?  Fear not!  Help is available.  No-cost 
counseling is offered through the Town of Greenwich and here at FCCOG.  Personal counseling sessions 
include internet navigation and comparison of plans.  For an appointment with a Town of Greenwich  
counselor, call the Commission on Aging office at 203-862-6710.  For an appointment with your parish 
nurse, call Sue Asselin at extension 21. 

 

Celebrating Home Hospice: 

Many of you know that I moonlight as a home hospice nurse.  The Greenwich Hospital Home Hospice Pro-
gram is near and dear to my heart.  We assist people who wish to live out the end 
of their journey at home.  Each year, in December, we pause to celebrate this mis-
sion, remember loved ones lost, and support those left behind, at the Annual Tree 
of Light Ceremony. This year it will be held on Monday, December 8 at 5:00 pm 
in the Noble Conference Center at Greenwich Hospital.  The interdenominational 
event features readings, music, and reflection and ends with an outdoor tree light-
ing and hot cocoa reception.  All are welcome.  More information can be found on 
the literature racks outside the Auditorium.  And if you wish to learn more about 

hospice care, just ask.  I would love to answer your questions.  My office is Room 203, extension 21. 
 

Healthy Congregation: 

I recently attended an Interfaith Wellness Conference and wanted to share a couple ideas from that inspiring 
day.  One is that we can make a conscious effort to “Make it easier to choose health.”  More specifically, as a 
congregation, we might consider providing healthier food choices at all of our events, from Fellowship Hour 
to Wonderful Wednesdays.  In many ways we already do this, but if a greater percentage of the choices are 
fruits and vegetables, whole grains and lower fat items, then we will be helping each other lead healthier lives. 
 

I also learned about The Daniel Plan, a faith-based wellness program developed by Rick Warren, Senior  
Pastor of Saddleback Church in Southern, CA.  The plan encourages parishioners to lead a healthier life by 
concentrating on five components:  faith, food, fitness, focus, & friends.  Learn more at the website,  
danielplan.com or check out this video:  http://www.cbsnews.com/news/rick-warren-co-authors-on-their-diet
-program-the-daniel-plan/.   I have some Daniel Plan materials in the Wellness Lending Library, in Room 
203, if you would like to borrow them.  If you have an interest in joining a small group to follow the plan 
(friends being the “secret sauce” according to the author), please let me know.  Perhaps we can form a group 
to start in January.  
 

Wishing you a joyous and healthy Christmastime! 

 

http://www.medicare.gov
danielplan.com
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/rick-warren-co-authors-on-their-diet-program-the-daniel-plan/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/rick-warren-co-authors-on-their-diet-program-the-daniel-plan/
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2015 Stewardship Reminder  
Have you returned your 2015 Pledge Card yet?  If not, please do so today. Use the card below if you need a 
new one. If you already returned your pledge card, thank you.  Your pledge will help to support the programs 
and ministries of First Congregational Church in the coming year.   

 

Soup Kitchen Volunteers  
  

Making Food to Feed Our  
Neighbors and Friends 

 
 

Thanks to Ruth and Giff Reed, and Bob and Judy 
Goodchild for making chili in November.  This is 
the fifth consecutive year they have volunteered! 
 

The following have signed up to cook in the coming 
months:  December - Ellen and Rob Perelli-Minetti 
and January - Girl Scouts.  We will need additional 
volunteers in the New Year. 

 

SERVERS 

We are also in need of people to serve chili at the 
Yerwood Center on the first Monday of each 
month.  If you are available from 9:00 am -1:00 pm 
to assist with the delivery and serving,  please  
contact Tom Mahoney at  
fccoghungermission@gmail.com. 

 

Historical Committee Update 
 

Do you like to write?  We would love more writ-
ers for our Last 50 Years of history book.  We 
are planning to include the 
last 50 years of our church 
history, 1965-2015, in this 
new book, which will be 
published after the 350th 
Anniversary celebration is 
over.  We have already re-
searched 13 topics into separate Word docu-
ments, with 17 topics to go.  So if you only like 
to write, this is the project for you!  Please contact 
Pat Larrabee (see contact info below).   

 

Do you have any anecdotes about or experiences 
in church activities in the last 50 years that 
should be written about in this book?  If so, 
please contact Pat Larrabee. 
 

~ Pat Larrabee - 203-637-4023 

mailto:fccoghungermission@gmail.com


8   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

                                                                                                                    

                         
 

 

 
 
 
 
                               

                                                                                        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to our 
New Church  

Members! 

Carol Deering Helen Neafsey 

Doris Moss-Davenport Jennifer Shaw 

Marty Bitner Nancy York 

Ivanka and Ed Perisa with Victoria, 

Edward and Adrianna 

 

Another Christmas Giving Opportunity:  

White Gifts 
 

White gifts are clothing, toys, books or other useful items wrapped in white 
paper to be offered during our 10 am and 3 pm services on Christmas Eve.  
The white paper gives the illusion of snow under the trees in the Meeting-
house.  Ribbon and bows are not necessary but gifts should be labeled, indi-
cating an appropriate age and gender.  All gifts will be donated to local 
agencies who will then distribute them throughout the year to someone 
who has a special need.  (Hint:  if you find yourself without white paper at 
the last minute, some patterned papers reverse to white or you can use 
white tissue paper). 
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The Home Team Update 
 

 

Home Team members, Linnea Stenberg and Tad Larrabee, 
urged the approval of a landscaping project at Richard and 
Barbara's home at 11 Forest Avenue and discussed their ideas 
with Peter Grunow who developed a proposal that was 
approved by the Board of Trustees.  This included beautiful 
enhanced plant beds around the house, fresh turf to border it,  
a wider sidewalk which opens up the front of the home and a 
new, better looking rear fence so the DenUyl’s dog, Daisy, 
would not get out of the yard.  The photo shows the almost 
finished project in the front yard.  Some larger plants came 
from other projects that Peter was working on and, because 
they were in good shape and not needed there, Peter recycled 
them to our benefit.  Many thanks, Peter, for environmentally 
sensitive landscaping! 

 

Peter also added some new plantings to help shield the next 
door Preschool Playground from street view.  More plantings  
at 15 Forest Avenue also improve the curb appeal of the house.  
In addition, the area behind where the dumpsters used to sit in 
our parking lot has been transformed with new plantings that 

are more appropriate to that area so that it will survive and retain its attractiveness.  Thank you, Peter, for a 
wonderful contribution to the church landscaping by providing your skills at a discount.   
We can all be more proud of our church properties.                                                          
                                                                                                                                      ~ Tad Larrabee, chair 

 
 

The Parish Life Committee Invites EVERYONE to an  

Old Fashioned Christmas Carol Sing & Potluck Dinner 
 

Sunday, December 7 

6:00 – 8:00 pm 

 

Don’t miss this wonderful intergenerational tradition in the Auditorium. Everyone is invited. 
The more the merrier and the more ages the better, too.  
 
Suggested donation for the meal is $5 per person with a $20 maximum per family. Everyone 
brings a side dish for the buffet. The Parish Life committee provides the entree, dessert and  
beverages. Join in the games for all ages at the table before the singing begins.  
 
Sign-up at Fellowship Hour, contact the Church Office or email barbaraw@fccog.org with the 
number of adults and children in your party.  See you there! 

mailto:barbaraw@fccog.org
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December in Church School 

December 7: 10:00 am - Regular Church School and Confirmation Class in the Lounge. 

      6–8 pm -  All Church Christmas Carol Dinner and Sing. 
  

December 14: 10:00 am - Regular Church School  

   11:30 am-1 pm -  4th & 5th Graders Return to Pilgrim Towers.                      

                                           Children and some of their parents will visit to share         

                                           some holiday cheer!  We will sing carols and bring the      

                                           congregation’s Giving Tree gifts to our friends at this     

                                           special residence in Stamford. 
 

December 21: 10:00 am - Regular Church School  
                          12-2 pm  - Live Nativity at the outdoor crèche.  All players  
                                           needed (even the animals – sheep, camel, donkey and  
                                           cow costumes available)! 

 

Calling All Angels,  
Shepherds & Kings! 

 

There are opportunities for 
Children and Family  

participation on Christmas 
Eve at the 10 am, new 3 pm 

or 6 pm service.  If you and/or 
your children would like to 

read scripture or participate in 
the live nativities, please let 
Rosemary know by Sunday, 

December 7. 

 

First Church Family Christmas Eve 
 

 10:00 am:  Lessons and Carols especially for Preschoolers.  
Cherub Choir sings; White Gift* Offerings; Live Nativity. 

 3:00 pm:  Family Service; Once in Royal David’s City  
Nativity Pageant; Children’s Choir sings; White Gifts* 

 4:00 pm:  Community Carol Sing around the crèche on 
the front lawn. 

 6:00 pm:  Festival Carol Service with Brass Ensemble; 
Once in Royal David’s City Nativity Pageant;  Chancel 
Choir sings; White Gifts* 

 

 

 

 

 
 

    *See page 8 for more details about White Gifts. 
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Memorials Book Now Online! 

Thanks to the wonderful photos taken by Phoebe 

Griffith and setup help by Tad Larrabee, the 78 pages of 

beautiful calligraphy commemorating the generous 

memorial gifts to the church over the years can now be 

seen from our church website, both via a link on the 

homepage News You Can Use box and a link on the 

Photo Gallery webpage.  Click on any photo to enlarge 

it, then use your arrow keys to jump to the next photo. 

 

This large book is kept in the locked slanted-top 

showcase in the narthex, where you can see only one page 

at a time.  Some of the older calligraphy is quite ornate, 

like from a medieval book!   

 

Enjoy!   

Pat Larrabee 

 

The Final Round Up for the Barn Dance 
 

I t  was absolutely marvelous to see our congregation dance together, enjoy each other’s  
company and share a terrific meal.  A heartfelt thanks goes out to all the folks who made the 
Barn Dance such a success.  Firstly, the members of the congregation who attended (total 

attendance was 181!) and who gave generously with their ticket purchases and underwriting  
donations.  The total profit for the event was $8,717.21!   

 

Also, many thanks to all the volunteers whose hard work and dedication made it all come  
together.  To a wonderful event committee of Prill Meyer, Laura Angel-Lalanne, Phil Bradford, 
Rosemary Lamie, Dorothy Mueller, Kellie Norrgard, and Carisa Sykes.  To the committees of 
the church who were so enthusiastic and put together such wonderful items for the raffle  
baskets.  Special thanks to David Alfano, Paul Olmsted, the Teeters family, Clem Lepoutre, 
Dale and Sherry Myers, Mary-Ann Assing, Barry Wentworth, Barb Wilkov and the SPF youth 
group for stepping in to help.  Of course, the evening would not have been the same without 
our wonderful chef, Peter Gurciullo and our caller extraordinaire, Mark Montgomery!   
 

                                                                                                         All my best, Nanette  
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The Christmas Tree Sale Has Begun… 
 
This year’s Christmas Tree Sale began Saturday, November 29 and will continue each Saturday (8 am-4 pm) 
and Sunday (11 am-4 pm) through December 21 (or as long as trees last!).  You can also purchase kissing 
balls, wreaths and garland. Come buy your tree and tell your friends and family to join in the effort by 
buying theirs from First Church, too!   

 

Each year, our Christmas Tree Sale serves as one of the major 
Outreach activities we do as a First Church family.  All proceeds 
from the sale are donated to area charities.  This year’s 
organizations which will benefit from the success of this sale are:  

 

 Shelter for the Homeless 

 Inspirica 

 Den for Grieving Kids 

 Sexual Assault Crisis Center 

 Young Mariners Foundation 

 Meals on Wheels  

 

Come buy your tree at First Church and help these worthy 
organizations this Christmas season! 

 

Volunteers Still Needed!  From cashiers, to cutters, from 
salespeople to tree loaders, we need your help.  The shifts are only 
2.5 hours each (though we would love it if you signed up for more 
than one shift!).  We have jobs for every age and skill level.  To 
volunteer contact the Church Office, sign up online (the link is on 
the church homepage at www.fccog.org) or email Clem Lepoutre at 
clem@lepoutre.us.  

 

 

 

FCCOG Giving Tree 2014 
 

The 2014 Giving Trees went up on Harvest Sunday.  There may still be gift tags left for you to find and 
fill the wishes of our friends at H.O.M.E. Co-op in Orland, Maine and Pil-
grim Towers in Stamford. This is our 9th year of bringing holiday blessings to 
these two communities. 
 

 

The trees are in the hall outside the Auditorium.  The deadline for returning 
your wrapped and tagged gift(s) is Sunday, December 7.  These gifts will be 
lovingly delivered to H.O.M.E. in Maine and Pilgrim Towers in Stamford.   

http://www.fccog.org
mailto:clem@lepoutre.us
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Women’s Fellowship 

 

Nights Off  Women’s Group 
 

Night's Off  will not be meeting in the month of 
December. Have a wonderful Christmas and a 
Happy New Year!  The group will meet again in 
January for a night of soup making for our 
“Souper Sunday” Soup Sale in February.  It is al-
ways a lot of fun and we make some great soups.  
Look for more information in the next issue. 

 

 

Come Experience Tai Chi! 
 

 

Come and experience the many 
wonderful benefits of Tai Chi 
and Qi Gong exercises.  

 

 

Classes are held on Wednesdays 
at 8:00 am and Thursdays at 
9:00 am.  Only $10 per class.  
Drop ins are welcome.   
 

 

 

Hats Off  Book Discussion Group 
 

Hats Off  will finish reading The Lowland by 
Jhumpa Lahiri by December 4.  A Holiday 
‘vacation’ will then follow until the New Year.  
 

Then please join us on January 8 for our Cheer 
the New Year with Reading luncheon which will 
follow our regular time from 10:00 -11:30 am on 
Thursday in the Lounge.  Stay tuned for our new 
book selection!  Any questions, please call Debbie 
Berner at 203-629-1110. 

 

Kettle Quilters 
Fabrics we love - stitch we must - each other's 

company we enjoy. Try us! 
 

We hope that some of you can spare an hour or 
two to stitch with us in spite of the holiday rush.  
Every stitch brings us closer to the finish line.  
Join us! 
 

Room 203 

Mondays 9:00 am -12:00 pm 

Tuesdays 7:30 - 9:00 pm 
 

~ Inge Thalheim  

 

 

Save the Date! 
Tea with an Author 

Thursday, January 22, 2014 

3:30 pm in the Auditorium 
 

Come and enjoy tea and good-
ies with Barbara Stretton,  
author of the Tori Trotter  
Mysteries, much beloved stories 
of a feline detective.  Barbara 
was featured in an article in the 

Greenwich 
Citizen in 
January 
2012 as the author of “cat-o-
nine tales.”  She will be speak-
ing about her books and we’ll 
have them available and auto-
graphed after her presentation.  

 

 

Women’s Fellowship 

Annual Soup Sale is Coming! 
 

Mark your calendars!  “Souper Bowl” Sunday is 
coming February 1, 2015, so 
get ready for the 5th Annual 
Women’s Fellowship Soup Sale 
in the Auditorium from 11:00 
am-1:00 pm (or ‘til the soup 
runs out!).  Get your soup, chili 
and stew recipes ready!  Sign up  
during Fellowship Hours in January or in the 
Church Office.  More details to come.  Call Sue 
McCalley at 203-273-6526 with questions. 
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Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays from The Rummage Room  
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich  -  203-637-1875   

                                                                  

Monday, December 1:  The ‘Christmas Shoppe’ is open!  Santa came early and left 
many wonderful items for your shopping pleasure!! 
 

Saturday, December 6:  The annual First Light Celebration in Old Greenwich 6:00 to 
9:00 pm.  Bring your family for a night of shopping, fun and treats at The Rummage 
Room and all the shops in Old Greenwich.  
  

Saturday, December 6:  Last day to leave donations until Friday, January 2, 2015.  Please do not leave 
donations while The Rummage Room is closed!!! 

 

Monday, December 8:  All Christmas merchandise will be 25% off for the week. 
 

Monday, December 15:  ALL merchandise will be 50% off for the week ... including Christmas items. 

 

Friday, December 19:  The Annual Holiday Party at The Rummage Room for our customers - 10:00 am to 
5:00 pm.  Doors will close at 5:00 pm and reopen on Friday, January 2 at 10:00 am.   
 

Shop Hours:  10:00 am - 5:00 pm Monday - Friday & 10:00 am to 1:00 pm Saturday. 

Donation Hours:  9:30 am - 4:30 pm Monday - Thursday & 9:30 am - 12:30 pm Friday - Saturday. 
 

Thursday, December 25:  A Christmas candle is a lovely thing; it makes no noise at all.  But softly gives itself 
away, while quite unselfish, it grows small.           
        Maria Drieghe, Manager   
                                         The Women's Fellowship Board  
        The Rummage Room and Allocations Committees 

                   

        Avery’s Book Corner 

My recommendation for this month is the new book by Naomi Klein, 
This Changes Everything:  Capitalism vs. the Climate.  The author gives us a 
real challenge that we need to discuss.     

 

“The most important book yet from the author of the international bestseller 
The Shock Doctrine, a brilliant explanation of why the climate crisis challeng-
es us to abandon the core ‘free market’ ideology of our time, restructure the global economy, and remake our po-
litical systems….In short, either we embrace radical change ourselves or radical changes will be visited upon our 
physical world.  The status quo is no longer an option.”  To read the Sunday Book Review from November 9 
of This Changes Everything, visit www.nytimes.com.  

 

Also, a great book for Christmas - Anne Lamott’s newest book, Small Victories:  Spotting Improbable  
Moments of Grace.  It will make a great gift! 

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/09/books/review/naomi-klein-this-changes-everything-review
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Our New Bible Study class with 
Rev. Avery Manchester has been 
very popular!  It will continue 
through Sunday, December 7  
and then will take a break for the  
holidays. Look for it to return again in 2015! 
 

Bible Study Wraps Up 

  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet our new Director of Church Administration and Finance, 

Steve Summerton! 
 

Steve Summerton joined First Church at the end of October and is quickly getting settled 
in. He comes to us from a small public accounting firm in Stamford where he worked for 
7 years and where he was primarily involved in business and personal tax and accounting 
consulting.  Prior to that he was the Director of Finance at the CT Convention Center and part of their 
“pre-opening” team.  Steve’s other career experiences have been diversified between public and private 
accounting.  He received his BS degree in Accounting and his MBA, also in accounting, at Johnson & 
Wales University in Providence, RI. 

 

Steve grew up in Darien and now lives in Norwalk with his wife, Tami, and 2 year old daughter,  
Natalie, with a new baby on the way and due any day, as you read this!  

 

Steve says that “everyone has been so welcoming and I look forward to a wonderful future here at First 
Church.” If you haven’t met Steve yet, stop by and introduce yourself.  His office is located next door to 
Richard’s in what was previously the Binney Conference Room (ext. 38).  Welcome, Steve!! 

 

December Responsibilities and Assignments 

Memorial Services: 
 

 

Carole Lang - Dec. 7 

Joe McBride - Dec. 14 

Bobby Hopkins -  Dec. 21 

Mary Fike - Dec. 28 
 

 

 

 

December 7 Communion: 

Chris Cantwell - Capt 

Joe McBride - Set up 

Wendy Reynolds - Set up 

Mary Fike - Set up 

Betsy Kreuter - Set up 

Carolyn MacLea - Clean up 

John Denne - Clean up 

Bobby Hopkins - Clean up 
 

Deacon Assignments:                                                    

Invocation 
Carolyn MacLea 

Hospital Notes  
Jan Thalheim 

December Coffee Hour: 

Chancel Committee—1st 2 weeks 

Church Committee—2nd 2 weeks 

 

Especially For Moms of  Very  

Young Children 
 

If you have a baby, toddler and/or 2 
year old, join us for an opportunity 
to meet and relax with other moms 
and their young kids.  The group 
meets the 2nd and 4th Friday of eve-
ry month (December 12 only this 
month) from 9:30–10:30 am in Room 104.  For 
more information, contact Kristen Jacks at 
kmj33z@yahoo.com or call her at 203-344-1961.  

mailto:kmj33z@yahoo.com
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Note from the Board of Trustees: 
 

Welcoming: Mr. Stephen Summerton Jr. was warmly welcomed by the Board of Trustees at our last meeting.  Steve was hired 
as our new Director of Church Administration and Finance.  You can read about Steve on the previous page. His business ex-
perience is a great compliment to Senior Pastor Richard DenUyl’s spiritual leadership.  

Farewells: The Trustees would like to take this opportunity to thank Kirk and Karen Young for their years of service to the 
church.  Kirk has been a vital component of the Trustee meetings with a wealth of institutional knowledge for the last fifteen 
years. Kirk and Karen’s countless contributions to the staff and the church will be missed. 

Barn Dance: The Trustees would like to give a big thank you to Nanette Laffan, Prill Meyer, and all those who volunteered.  
The Barn Dance raised more than $ 8000.00 for the church and all who attended had a great time. (See page 11 for more info) 

Stewardship: If you have not mailed in or dropped off your pledge card please do so. When all pledge cards are received it 
makes the budget process less challenging. The sooner we have a solid pledge number the sooner the Budget Committee can 
finalize next year’s budget. (See page 7 if you need a new pledge card.) 

Update on the Residential Real Estate Owned by the Church:  The church currently owns four parsonages. We have 81 Riv-
erside Avenue in Riverside, 11 and 15 Forest Avenue which are adjacent to the church parking lot, and 106 Sound Beach Ave-
nue which is next to the Memory Garden—81 Riverside Ave. is currently being rented at fair market value. Upon his hiring, 
Pastor Richard DenUyl and his wife, Barbara, were given their choice of any of the three parsonages. They decided to live at 11 
Forest to help the church with its budget challenges. Their choice of housing has increased revenue approximately $3000.00 
per month since September 1, 2014.—11 Forest Ave. was recently remodeled. It was long overdue.  The previous family who 
resided at 11Forest was there for close to 7 years making it very difficult to update and remodel.  The remodel ended last June.  
We updated the kitchen, added a bathroom downstairs and made other general improvements to the interior.  Most recently, 
we finished some landscaping improvements.  Much needed attention was given to the grounds at 11 as well as 15 Forest Ave.  
A special thanks to FCCOG longtime member Peter Grunow. His team of professionals from Gro Pro Landscaping finished 
last week, and it looks fantastic. Peter donated his time and expertise and the project was completed below budget.  

15 Forest Avenue is currently being rented.  The lease expires in June of 2015, and the tentative plans are to remodel this 
house at the end of the current lease.  Once remodeled our Senior Pastor is scheduled to relocate into this home at some time 
in September.. The degree of updates and remodeling has yet to be determined. These updates are scheduled to be made re-
gardless of whether or not Pastor DenUyl decides to stay at 11 Forest Avenue or move into 15 Forest.—106 Sound Beach 
Ave. is currently being rented as two residential apartments. There are currently no plans to update this property. 

I would like to thank the many volunteers, families and supporters of the BOT this year.  We have had a busy year with 
many challenges and it is because of the dedication from this board that we were able to address these issues to help to 
move the Church towards it exciting future 

                                                                                                    Respectfully, David Alfano, Board of Trustees Chairman 

 

Christmas Memory/Honor Flowers and Decorations 
The Chancel Committee invites contributions for decorations for the Meetinghouse this Christmas.  Any 
amount is welcome.  Please deliver the completed form with your check to the Church Office (payable to 
the First Congregational Church Flower Fund) on or before Sunday, December 14.  
 

In Memory/Honor of : 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

By: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Enclosed is my check in the amount of $_______________ 
 

Please print names legibly to minimize spelling errors. Thank you. 
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December 7: 
JPF & SPF  -  Carol Sing & Dinner 

6:00 - 8:00 PM 

 

December 14: 

JPF & SPF  -  Guerrilla Caroling 

12:15 - 3:00 PM 

Please RSVP to donald.haviland@gmail.com. 

 

December 20: 
SPF Progressive Dinner 

6:00 PM - 10:00 PM 
Please check the youth website for more info! 

 

December 21: 

JPF Christmas Party 

4:00 - 5:00 PM 

Please check the youth website for more info! 

For detailed information on youth events, please visit 
www.fccogyouth.com. 

 

 
 

ATTENTION ALL KNITTERS: 
  
Our stock of prayer shawls has gone down and we need to start our knitting again! 
In the winter, knitting is a comforting activity.  Also, knitting while watching TV 
makes one feel productive.  So, please start up again and if you need to know what 
yarn you need and the basic directions please contact Nancy McConnell at 
nhm48@aol.com or 203-637-4423.  She will be happy to pick up yarn and needles 
for you. 
  
Basic directions: 
 Size 11 needles 
 3 6oz. skeins of Lion Brand Homespun Yarn found at Michael's or WalMart...any color 
 Cast on 52 - 57 stitches and just knit away.  When piece measures 16-20 inches, bind off and 

then fringe.  If you don't want to fringe, save the yarn and we'll get someone to do it for you. 

mailto:donald.haviland@gmail.com
http://www.fccogyouth.com
mailto:nhm48@aol.com
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         DE C E M B E RB I RT H D AY S  

12/01  Wallace Jansen 

12/01  Susan Cohen 

12/01  Kathy Fraser 

12/01  Jack Schneider 

12/02  Barbara Luce 

12/02  Judith Chapman 

12/02  William Sandberg 

12/02  Ted Carter 

12/02  Abby Huth 

12/03  Elizabeth Janis 

12/03  Lauren Bacon 

12/04  Helen Ingraham 

12/04  Pamela Sheehy 

12/04  Nicole Thompson 

12/04  Edward Sproule 

12/04  Andrew Sproule 

12/05  Gail Halvorsen 

12/05  Anne Strother 

12/05  Robert Speer 

12/05  Richard Ng-Yow 

12/05  Niklas Simonsen 

12/05  Christina Pastore 

12/05  Katherine Janis 

12/05  Jacqueline Ryckman 

12/06  Linnea Perelli-Minetti 

12/06  John McCue 

12/06  Paul Olmsted 

12/06  Katherine Anderson 

12/07  Patricia Pollack 

12/07  Katharine Wall 

12/07  Chris Cantwell 

12/07  Holly Hanbury-Brown 

12/07  Jillian Leigh 

12/07  Lucas Dell'Abate 

12/08  William Savage 

12/08  Edward Mendelsohn 

12/09  Polly Baker 

12/09  Polly Koehler 

12/09  Joyce French 

12/09  Barbara Norrgard 

12/09  Elizabeth Bonsal 

12/09  Cathy Sibirzeff 

12/09  Joshua Ziac 

12/09  Peder Maarbjerg 

12/09  Ivan Golodinskii 

12/10  Anne Stolley 

12/10  Barbara Oppedisano 

12/11  Terri Kutzen 

12/11  Justin Goh 

12/11  Frank Osborn 

12/11  Peter Gurciullo 

12/11  Olivia Gurciullo 

12/12  Sue Baker 

12/12  Mercedes Nugent 

12/12  Hannelore Moeckel-Rieke 

12/13  Dr Ralph E Ahlberg 

12/13  Margaret York 

12/13  Sarah Saviskas 

12/13  Rebecca Coleman 

12/14  Karen Pacent 

12/14  Alison Tierney 

12/14  Sarah VanDermeer 

12/14  Lila Jane Braddock 

12/14  Victoria Perisa 

12/15  George Taylor 

12/15  Theodore Allen 

12/15  Alex Sibirzeff 

12/15  Ellie Dempsey 

12/16  Barrie Richmond 

12/16  Anne Sherrerd 

12/16  Jennifer Breismeister 

12/16  Ashley Tufts 

12/16  Emily Weir 

12/16  James Willard 

12/17  Caralliene Westbrook 

12/17  Patricia Mendelsohn 

12/17  Lise McDonald 

12/17  Michael Provoost 

12/17  Alexander Ng-Yow 

12/18  Jack Provoost 

12/18  Bobby Bailey 

12/19  Robert Luce 

12/19  Erin Kilmurray 

12/19  Rachel Wolfe 

12/19  Amanda Scopelliti 

12/20  Gerald Rigg 

12/20  Maya Sahrbeck 

12/21  Peter Janis 

12/22  Robert Burdick 

12/22  John Fountain 

12/22  Drake Teeters 

12/22  Kristin Riggs 

12/23  Arthur Weigner 

12/23  Marc Mallett 

12/23  Will Speer 

12/23  Cassie Dunn 

12/23  Lindsay Anibal 

12/24  Sandy Plickert 

12/24  Andrew Schay 

12/24  Christina Assing 

12/24  Wyatt Davis 

12/25  Dale M Greene 

12/25  Kellie Norrgard 

12/25  Frank Reeves 

12/25  Mark Sproule 

12/25  Parker Bonnell 

12/25  Darin Jacks 

12/25  John Gabriel Freeman 

12/26 Stephanie Hanbury-Brown 

12/26  Tyler Sandberg 

12/27  Julie Smith Koppenheffer 

12/27  John Gordon 

12/27  Philip Thalheim 

12/27  Langley Mallett 

12/28  Karen Robbins 

12/28  Linda Wilkinson 

12/28  Suni Unger 

12/28  Jake Carlson 

12/29  Diana Klingner 

12/29  Christian Burke 

12/29  Esther Hoekstra 

12/29  Trevor Kelly 

12/29  Lynna-Marie Venema 

12/30  Stuart McCalley 

12/30  Frederic Parker 

12/30  Jeff Waggaman 

12/30  Karen McCalley 

12/30  Benjamin Quick 

12/30  Lina Gao 

12/30  Greg Richards 

12/30  John Allen 

12/30  Jake Allen 

12/30  Thomas Hedrick 

12/30  Charles Carnegie 

12/30  Andrew Sisley 

12/30  Ellie Mallett 

12/31  Adriana Seibert 

12/31  Ciella Angel-Lalanne 

 

Photographers Needed! 
 

Do you plan to attend any of our 
upcoming holiday services and 
events? Do you love taking pictures? 
We are looking for volunteers to take 
photos of our various upcoming 
holiday events as well as all of our Christmas Eve 
services (including the Christmas caroling on the 
lawn). If you are willing and able, please contact Barb 
Wilkov at barbaraw@fccog.org. Thanks! 

 

Mark Your Calendars: 
 

The Church Offices will be closed 
Thursday, December 25 and 
Friday, December 26 for Christmas and 
Wednesday, December 31 and Thursday, 
January 1, 2015 for the New Year Holiday.  

 

mailto:barbaraw@fccog.org
https://www.facebook.com/FCCOGCT?sk=wall
https://twitter.com/fccogct
http://instagram.com/fccogct
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXgou35EY5N803D4e_J4JNA?feature=results_main
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The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Ministers:  The Members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Senior Pastor:  Rev. Richard DenUyl, Jr.,  RichardD@fccog.org  

Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry:  Rev. Mark D. Montgomery, revmarkmontgomery@gmail.com 

Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care:  Rev. Avery C. Manchester, amanchester@fccog.org 

Director of Music:  Dr. Craig Scott Symons, craigs@fccog.org 

Director of Family Ministries:  Rosemary Lamie, rosemaryl@fccog.org 

Director of Church Administration and Finance:  Steve Summerton, steves@fccog.org 

Director of Membership:  Ginny Breismeister, ginnyb@fccog.org 

Director of Communications:  Barbara Wilkov, barbaraw@fccog.org 

Parish Nurse:  Susan Asselin, RN, susana@fccog.org 

Director of Preschool:  Darla Kohler Steiner, darlak@fccog.org 

Pastors Emeriti:  Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Rev. Sally Colegrove 

Director of Music Emeritus: Dr. John Stansell 
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