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Ingathering Sunday  

November 9  

 

Harvest Sunday 

November 23 

First Sunday of Advent 

November 30 

Advent Craft Fair 

November 30 

H.O.M.E. Craft Sale 

November 23 

 

Laity Sunday 

November 16 

Christmas Tree 

Sale! 

Starts November 28 

Volunteers Needed 
See page 12 for details. 

 

 

Looking ahead to  
December —> 

Dec. 7:   Carol Sing & Dinner 

Dec. 13: Messiah and Christmas Soiree 

Dec. 21: Live Nativity 

Dec. 24: Christmas Eve Services 

Pg. 17 Pg. 9 

Pg. 9 



2   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit our Photo Gallery to view more photos: 
www.fccog.org/photo-gallery/  

 

The Rummage Room 50th Anniversary 

 

Welcome Back Rev. Stiers! - 50th Anniversary 

http://www.fccog.org/photo-gallery/
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By Rev. Mark Montgomery 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

If the only prayer you ever say in your entire life is thank you, it will be enough. 
                                                                                              ~ Meister Eckhart 
 
Gratitude is a wonderful foundation from which to grow.  Rooted in thankfulness, we are more likely to 
recognize the blessing and grace in which we dwell and extend that to others.  If, however, we do the 
opposite and start from a place of only need, want or lacking then what is it that we have to share?  
Nothing. 
 
For me, this is the power of the simple statement by Meister Eckhart above.  When we don’t know what 
to pray, when we don’t know what to do, how would our actions look if, first, we stopped to say thank 
you?  Whether out loud or in a silent prayer for only God to hear, a thank you could remind us that we 
never come from a place of need or lack or want that exceeds our blessing. 
 
I would like to think that I am a person who could always pull this off, but then life happens.  Bills show 
up, expectations abound, struggles mount, contractors fail, family needs exceed my own time and  
interest and before I know it, I have nothing left.  I’m coming from a place that holds reminders only of 
the things I need and don’t have, the things I want and cannot have, and the things I lack and probably 
will not get. 
 
If, instead, I can remind myself that I come from a place of blessing and then give thanks for that, can I 
redirect myself?  Can I prioritize and reset expectations?  Can I engage in the things that will make a  
difference in my life and the lives of others?  Can I let go of those things that just fill my time?   If I can 
do this, if I can start from a place of gratitude, perhaps I can stop trying to be all things and, instead,  
focus on what I am:  a blessed, grace-dwelling child of God.  Giving thanks for this, would I be able to 
extend this grace and blessing to others? 
 
A lesser known quote from Eckhart says this: 
 

People should not worry as much about what they do but rather  
about what they are. If they and their ways are good, then their  
deeds are radiant. If you are righteous, then what you do will also  
be righteous. We should not think that holiness is based on what  
we do but rather on what we are, for it is not our works which  
sanctify us but we who sanctify our works. 

 
We who sanctify our works.  From a place of gratitude, not only do we become better, but, by default, so 
do our works.   
 
Let’s launch each day with a prayer of thanks and see where the day takes us.  From this foundation,  
perhaps we will begin a new understanding of each other and of the God who has blessed and graced us 
with the day ahead. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving, 
 

 Mark 

Speaking Pastorally 
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Musical Notes    
 

The Music Committee has been hard at work over the summer with another  
exciting First Music & Arts season for the church and southwestern Connecticut. 

 
The 2014-2015 First Music & Arts season opens on Sunday, November 2 at 4 pm with Organ 

PLUS!, a program of music for organ and other instruments.  Steven Russell and Craig Scott  

Symons, with special guest oboist Dorothy Darlington, will perform music for solo organ, organ  

4-hands, piano 4-hands, voice, oboe d’amore, and oboe in works by J. S. Bach, C. P. E. Bach,  

Mendelssohn, Held, Hebble, and many others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steven Russell is Director of Sacred Music at the Parish of St. Thomas More in Manalapan, NJ.  He 

has also been director of a number of choral organizations in New Jersey, including the New Jersey 

Gay Men’s Chorus, Shrewsbury Chorale, and Rutgers University Queens Chorale.  He holds a 

Bachelor of Music in Music Education from Westminster Choir College and a Master of Music in 

Choral Conducting from the Mason Gross School of the Arts at Rutgers University. 

 

Craig Scott Symons is Director of Music/Organist at First Congregational Church of Greenwich. 

Prior to his arrival in Greenwich, for over 15 years, Craig was Director of Music at First United 

Methodist Church in Royal Oak, MI, a suburb of Detroit.  A graduate of the Interlochen Arts  

Academy, he holds a Bachelor of Music in Church Music from Wayne State University in Detroit, 

and a Master of Music and Doctor of Musical Arts in Church Music, both from the University of 

Michigan at Ann Arbor.  Craig also directs and accompanies the Blue Notes, a group of singing  

philanthropic women who share their time and talent and bring joy and laughter throughout  

Fairfield County at a number of assisted living, retirement, and nursing homes. 

 

Oboist Dorothy Darlington has been seen on stage in virtually every musical ensemble in the area. 

Dorothy holds a Bachelors, Masters, and Doctorate of Music from the Eastman School of  Music, 

Michigan State University, and Catholic University of America, respectively.  She is also a regular 

with the Greenwich Symphony and has been a substitute in the New York Philharmonic.  She 

played with the U.S. Marine Band in the White House under President Reagan.  She has appeared 

on television with John Williams and Jessie Norman and has also played on Broadway. 

 

Suggested donation is $15 for the program.  

                                                                                                   “Music Notes” continues on page 6... 
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From the                     … Giving Thanks                                   by Sue Asselin, RN 

 
 

 

November brings us into the season of thankfulness.  I am grateful for all of you who continue to teach me as 
much or more than I do you. Congregants often bring me health related articles and tips, thus equipping me to 
better help others.  I’m also thankful to live in this beautiful place and have so many great information sources 
available to me.  Greenwich Hospital is one of those resources, and I encourage you to participate in the many 
health and wellness programs offered to the public.  You can find them described in the Health Extensions  
magazine, available on the literature rack near the double doors closest to the kitchen.  A calendar of events can 
also be found online at www.greenwichhospital.org/creg.  We are fortunate to have these and many other  
programs in town. 

 

Medicare Lecture :  Our recent Second Hour, Understanding Medicare Benefits, was a helpful presentation by 
Linda Ziac, LPC, CCM & President of The Caregiver Resource Center in Cos Cob.  Handouts related to the 
presentation are available in Room 203.  

 

Medicare Part D Counseling:  The open enrollment period for Medicare Part D began  
October 15 and ends on December 7.  Need help sorting through the choices?  Fear not!  Help 
is available.  No-cost counseling is offered for Medicare Part D plans through the Town of 
Greenwich, and also here at church.  Individual counseling sessions include internet navigation 
and comparison of plans.  For an appointment with a Town of Greenwich counselor, call the 
Commission on Aging office at 203-862-6710.  For an appointment with your Parish Nurse, 
call me at the church:  203-637-1791, extension 21. 

 

Blood Drive Outcome:  Thank you to all who made the October 4 Blood Drive a success.  The food for the  
canteen was scrumptious and so appreciated!  And the piano music was such a special touch.  And this from the 
Red Cross:  

 

“I would like to express my thanks to you and First Congregational Church for its commitment to American Red Cross 
Blood Services. On behalf of the patients we serve, we thank you for hosting your blood drive.  Your drive resulted in 26 
presenting blood donors, and we were able to collect 20 pints of lifesaving blood.  Each of those donations could help save 
up to 3 lives!  Every day someone somewhere needs blood. Without dedicated coordinators and sponsors like you serving 
as a vital link between the blood supply and those who need blood, the Red Cross could not carry out its lifesaving mis-
sion. Again, thank you for your efforts in coordinating a successful blood drive!” 
 

Christine Auletta 
Account Manager, Donor Recruitment 
American Red Cross | Connecticut Blood Services 

 

Preventing the Flu:  As a reminder, the Wellness Committee will not be offering flu shots this 
year.  The Town of Greenwich Flu Shot Clinics ended in October.  In Stamford, the Tully 
Center still has clinics and recorded information can be heard at 203-276-4948.  You can also 
receive the vaccine from your doctor or in many local pharmacies such as CVS or Walgreens. 

 

The flu vaccine protects against the three or four most prevalent seasonal flu strains, but there are others.  And, 
whether we’re talking about the flu or a cold, some good habits are advisable for all seasons.  Wash your hands 
frequently, cover your cough, use and dispose of tissues carefully, stay home when sick, and teach kids to do the 
same.  With vaccines, prudent practices, and the grace of God, may we have a mild flu season.  

 

http://www.greenwichhospital.org/creg
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2015 Stewardship Appeal – We Need Your Support! 
 

We, all of us, are the Stewards of this great Church as it prepares to celebrate its 
350th Anniversary.  Through all its history, our membership – ever changing – has 
provided the financial sustenance to keep the Church strong and vibrant. That is 
what stewardship is all about. 
 

Now is an exciting time as we embark on a journey with Richard DenUyl as our new 
helmsman.  Our strong foundation and proud heritage of Christian faith, fellowship 
and community outreach efforts represents a source of great strength but also a challenge to us, today’s congre-
gants, as we strive to move forward together. 
 

By reaching out and by offering fellowship and a wide range of services, programs and opportunities to learn, to 
experience and to serve, First Church seeks to contribute to the community and the world in which we live.  By 
teaching children about our Christian heritage and implanting the moral values that define our faith, we seek to 
build a foundation of faithfulness and trust in God’s grace for lifetimes ahead.  As members and friends of First 
Church we have a commitment to participate in, and to support, these important tasks. 
 

One expression of this commitment is our willingness to share our financial resources by responding generously 
to the annual Stewardship Appeal which provides the lion’s share of the funding of the Church’s operations:  
for pastors and other staff, for the upkeep of buildings and grounds, for the music and the youth programs and 
all other Church activities. 
 

This past year 310 individuals or families pledged an average of $2,900.  For 2015 our goal is to increase the 
number of pledging units by 5% to reach 325.  We also need to ask members to consider increasing the size 
of their pledge by 5% or more.  With everyone's help, we can reach that goal.  Thank you, in advance, for 
prayerfully considering your pledge and generously contributing to the life of First Church.  
 

Anders Ekernas, On behalf of the Stewardship Committee 

“Music Notes” continued from page 4…. 
 

Our 48th Annual Messiah concert will be 
performed just once this year: Saturday, December 
13, at 4:00 pm.  The soloists for the performance 
will be all of our Chancel Choir section leaders:  
Hanna Golodinskii, soprano; Linnea Conley, 
mezzo soprano; Drew Seigla, tenor; Thomas Woodman, bass. 
 

In conjunction with the committee organizing the Christmas Soiree (see box 
on right) on that same evening, we all agreed it would be a good opportunity 
to make the concert and soiree a wonderful evening out for the holidays.  
Tickets for the concert will be $40 for preferred seating (first 8 rows on each 
side of the Meetinghouse), and $20 for seating from row 9 to the rear of the 
Meetinghouse, and in the chapel.  As always, admission for high school and 
younger is free. 
 

Tickets will be on sale during Coffee Hour on Sunday, Nov. 30 and Dec. 7. 
Beginning Nov. 17, tickets will be available in the Church Office during the 
week, and at the door on the day of the performance.  

Save the Date!  
Christmas Soirée  
December 13 

 

Our final fundraising event  
for the year will be a  

Christmas Soirée held on  
Saturday, December 13,  

from 6:00-9:00 pm at Zody's 
19th Hole in Stamford.  

More details will be in the  
December Meetinghouse  
Monthly, but be sure to  
mark your calendar for  

this fun event! 
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New Member Orientation Session 
 

Interested in exploring membership at 
First Church or know someone who 
might be?  We have the perfect opportu-
nity!  We will be holding a New  
Member Orientation session on Sunday, 
November 2, 11:30 am to 1:00 pm in the 
Senior Pastor’s Office.  Child care will be available and 
lunch will be served.   
 

This is an opportunity to learn more about our faith, 
our church and our denomination, the United Church 
of Christ.  While attending the session is not an obliga-
tion to join, if you wish to do so, new members will be 
received into membership the following Sunday,  
November 9, during the 10 am worship service.   

 

Please RSVP to Ginny Breismeister, Director of Mem-
bership at ginnyb@fccog.org or call the church office at 
203-637-1791.  While reservations are not required, we 
would appreciate being able to plan for child care. Drop 
ins, however, are welcome!  You will be entering a  
fellowship of people who will support you, care for you 
and pray for you.  We hope you will join us. 

 

Soup Kitchen Volunteers  
  

Making Food to Feed Our  
Neighbors and Friends 

 

Thanks to Betsy Kreuter, Michaela Fossum and Lou Lacagnina for making chili last month. This  
experienced team has honed the prep time to less than 2 hours.  And this is the second time this year they 
have generously donated time to feeding our friends and neighbors.  
 

The following have signed up to cook: 

November - Ruth and Giff Reed, Bob and Judy Goodchild 

December - Ellen and Rob Perelli-Minetti 

January - open - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 
SERVERS 

We are in need of people to serve chili at the Yerwood Center 
on the first Monday of each month.  If you are available from 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm to assist with the delivery and serving,  
please contact Tom Mahoney at  
fccoghungermission@gmail.com. 

On a recent Sunday after church many of 
the Soup Kitchen volunteers met with 

ladles in hand for a photo opp! 

 

Join us for Fellowship Hour  
after Sunday Worship 

  

Coffee Hour is being renamed Fellowship 
Hour, reflecting its significance as part our 

church’s ministry.   
Fellowship Hour is an 
opportunity to come 
together and grow our 
faith together, to talk to 

people we know and to meet new people. 
The Welcoming Working Group, a team 
commissioned by the 
Church Committee, 
has been working to 
make Fellowship  
Hour inviting to all, 
with a play area for 
children, tables and chairs to encourage 
more extended conversation, and improved 
food and coffee.  
 
This is a work in progress and we welcome 
your suggestions.  You can reach us by 
emailing Paul at olmstedp@sbcglobal.net.  
 

mailto:ginnyb@fccog.org
mailto:fccoghungermission@gmail.com
mailto:olmstedp@sbcglobal.net
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First Congregational Church Preschool  
 
 

 

Open Enrollment for 2015-2016 Programming 

October 1, 2014 - November 7, 2014 
 

First Church Preschool offers an active preschool experience for children ages 3 through 5 years.  We also 
offer a Pre-K Program for children who are eligible to start kindergarten but would benefit by delaying 
starting a kindergarten program. 

 

At First Church Preschool we encourage the social, emotional, physical and intellectual growth of each child 
in a warm and caring atmosphere.  Children must be three years of age by December 31, 2015 and be toilet 
trained in order to be eligible for our 2015-2016 programs.   

 

Families who are current, active members of the First Congregational Church congregation are given 
priority placement in their preschool class selection and may receive a discount on their program tuition 
provided they have submitted an application and deposit by the end of the Open Enrollment period.  
Eligibility for the priority placement and discount based on current, active membership in the First 
Congregational Church will be deemed by the appropriate church governing board. 

 

All applications received during the Open Enrollment period must be completed in full and be accompanied 
with the full deposit amount in order for a child’s place to be confirmed within a program.  For an 
application, for more information about enrollment, or to arrange a tour of our preschool, please contact 
Director Darla Kohler Steiner at 203-637-5430 or email at darlak@fccog.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for the First Church Preschool  

annual Holiday Boutique  

Wednesday, Nov. 5 

11:00 am to 7:00 pm in the Auditorium.  

There will be a variety of vendors selling their wares, and a Silent Auction as well.   

Admission is free.  For more info contact Laurie Bennett Heavey at: 

BennettJewelers@gmail.com. 
 

 

First Church Preschool 
Annual Holiday Boutique 

Wednesday, Nov. 5 

mailto:darlak@fccog.org
mailto:BennettJewelers@gmail.com
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You’re Invited to Prepare for Christmas  

with Family, Friends & Fun … 
 

Come to the Advent Craft Workshop!                                                                 
Sunday, November 30, 2:00 – 4:00 PM 

Daniels Center 
 

Make your own gifts & ornaments,  

hear music of the season, and make new friends! 

Sponsored by the Church School Task Force 
 

 
 

Don’t miss this great opportunity for our congregation to support the H.O.M.E. community!  Come see 
the handmade quilts, Christmas decorations and gifts, woolens, pottery, wooden toys, weavings, homemade 
jams, maple syrup, and much, much more!  H.O.M.E. (Homeworkers Organized for More Employment) is 
a craft co-operative working with the rural poor in Hancock County, Maine.  H.O.M.E.’s efforts to help 
those in need include the operation of a free clinic, a soup kitchen and food bank, homeless shelters, learn-
ing center with daycare, literacy and GED tutoring, alternative high school and college-level programs, and 
job and craft training. 
 

ALL PROCEEDS FROM THIS SALE GO DIRECTLY TO H.O.M.E.  

Saturday, November 23,  

9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

& 

Sunday, November 24,  

11:00 am to 1:00 pm 

The Annual H.O.M.E. Craft Sale! 

Stop by and enjoy a bit of Maine 
hospitality and shopping! 
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November 1 - December 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Event 

November 1 Family Barn Dance 5:00-8:00 pm at Riverside School  -  Y’all Come!!  / Change your clocks -  

fall back and sleep an extra hour. 

November 2 Regular Church School / Youth Choir Sings in Church  

November 9 Veterans Day Weekend / Service Sunday  - children make thank you cards for veterans and 

decorate Inspirica boxes.  Also Confirmation Fall Retreat at Silver Lake all weekend. 

November 16 Regular Church School 

November 23 Harvest Sunday / All choirs sing in church / No Church School / Bring bag(s) of non-

perishable groceries for Neighbor to Neighbor & H.O.M.E. Co-op in Orland ME Food Pantries 

November 30 Thanksgiving Weekend / 1st Sunday of Advent / Service Sunday / Advent “Make Your Own” 

Craft Workshop 2:00-4:00 pm (see previous page for details). 

GIVING FROM OUR OWN ABUNDANCE… 

Church School Sponsors 12 Thanksgiving Dinners  

for Families at Inspirica! 
 

Last year was the first time we participated in their annual project. This year, 

Inspirica’s Director of Volunteers writes, “With our family shelter expanding in a few 

weeks we know we will be feeding more in need than ever before.”  So the Church 

School will be decorating and filling boxes of food for 12 families to be delivered on 

Sunday, November 23. 
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Behold, We Are Doing A New Thing… 

In Church School! 

A new curriculum known as the “WORKSHOP ROTATION MODEL” is an approach to Church 
School that is intergenerational and experiential.  Every month a new Bible story is presented for three 
weeks but the children experience it in a different way each week - perhaps through science, art, drama, 
cooking, music, movies, games, photography, woodworking and more - limited only by the interests and 
gifts we bring to the class.  Children remain in their class groupings (Kindergarten & 1st grade; 2nd & 3rd 
grades; 4th & 5th grades) but move to a different workshop every week accompanied by their “shepherds” 
who know them and learn right alongside the class. 

 

What is attractive for the teachers, presenters, and guest speakers is that you tell us your “talent or gift” and 
the Church School Task Force will provide the lesson, the materials and any other support you might need. 
For instance, in January we will be looking at the story of Jesus at 12 years old when he was “lost” and then 
found in the temple with the rabbis.  Our children will learn what it might have been like to be a child in 
Jesus’ day and one way they will learn that is through the games children played then.  Yes, there were 
games and we know what they were!  So if you like to play, you can help our kids play along with you. Or 
if you like to cook, we have some great recipes and foods that you and the children can experience. 

 

In February we will be learning the story of Joseph, Jacob’s favorite son, and how his 11 brothers dealt with 
that!  Then in March we will cover the days of Holy Week. 

 

One of the by-products of the Workshop Rotation Model is that it is intergenerational.  It has often been 
said that faith is caught not taught and two important ways faith is caught is through intergenerational  
relationships and different experiences which is consistent with the multiple intelligences theory of  
learning. 

 

Another way we are making this easy for you to participate in this program is that you can identify the age 
groups and weeks you are available.  For instance, if you are a photographer, you can say I can work with 
the 4th and 5th graders on January 25th and we will schedule you then.  The easiest way to see this plan is to 
stop at our table in the Fellowship (Coffee) Hour, talk to the Church School Task Force members and see 
the signup chart.  We will also have an informational session on Sunday, November 16 at 11:30 am in the 
Daniels Center. 

 

Behold we are doing a new thing and we hope you will be part of it!! 
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It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas! 

 
Well, soon it will be!  Outreach has been working diligently to bring this year’s Christmas Tree Sale to our 
community!  As many of you know, every penny raised during the Christmas Tree sale goes directly to 
specified agencies supporting those in need via our Outreach giving.   

 

In order for this to be a success, we need your help.  First, start spreading the word.  Tell your friends and 
family to join in the effort and purchase trees, kissing balls, wreaths and garlands from First Church!  This 
will ensure that our gifts to the agencies chosen will be significant. The Tree Sale will run November 29, 30; 
December 6, 7; 13, 14; 20, 21 (or as long as trees last) - Saturdays 8 am-4 pm and Sundays 11 am-4 pm. 

 

Second, join us on November 22 at 9:00 am to set up the stands for our trees.  This is such an important task 
as well-constructed stands make the selling process that much easier!  Come lend a hand.  If we have a good 
number of folks, we will be done in a little more than an hour. 

 

Next, come by to help unload the 500 trees we will be receiving.  This happens on November 29 and we need 
lots of people to pull this off.  You needn’t be as muscular as Arnold Schwarzenegger to help, just have a few 
hours to spare.  We will begin unloading at approximately 8:00 am.  Our start time depends on when the 
truck arrives. 

 

Last, sign up to help with the Tree Sale!  From cashiers, to cutters, from salespeople to tree loaders, we need 
your help.  The shifts are only 2.5 hours each (though we would love it if you signed up for more than one 
shift!).  We have jobs for every age and skill level.  To sign up, find us during Coffee Hour throughout 
November, contact the Church Office, or sign up online (the link is on the church homepage at 
www.fccog.org).  Any questions, contact Clem Lepoutre at clem@lepoutre.us.  

 

 

FCCOG Giving Tree 2014 
 

On Harvest Sunday, November 23 our Giving Trees will be ready for you to find and fill the wishes of our 
friends at H.O.M.E. Co-op in Orland, Maine and Pilgrim Towers in Stamford. This is our 9th year of 
bringing holiday blessings to these two communities. 
 

“Thank you for the Christmas presents...everyone was delighted…it is a very difficult 
time of  year for many folks and they would not have a Christmas without your  
support...Your presents to our residents really filled their hearts with Christmas joy.” 
 

The deadline for bringing in your gifts is Sunday, December 7.  The Outreach 
Committee is coordinating the Giving Tree this year.  Also, if anyone is plan-
ning a trip to anywhere in Maine we would love to hear from you and have you help us get the gifts up 
there.  Please call the Church Office. 

http://www.fccog.org
mailto:clem@lepoutre.us
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Women’s Fellowship 

 

Nights Off   
Women’s Group 

 

 

 

Mark your calendars!  Nights Off will meet the  
evening of Monday, November 17 at the home of 
Barbara Norrgard.  We will be putting together 
health bags for Church World Service to be sent 
to those around the world in need.  Please contact 
Shirley Flierl at 203-629-4939 or 
FBTworld@aol.com for more details about what 
to bring for the bags.   
 
Also, please bring some food to share and what-
ever you would like to drink.  And why not invite 
a friend to come along?  Sometimes all you need 
to do is ask!   

 

 

 

Come Experience Tai Chi! 
 

 

Come and experience the many wonderful  
benefits of Tai Chi and Qi Gong exercises.  

 

  

Classes are held on Wednesdays at 8:00 am and  
Thursdays at 9:00 am.  Only $10 per class.  Drop 

ins are welcome.  Join us! 

 

 

 

Hats Off  Book Discussion Group 
 

Hats Off  has selected The 
Lowland by Jhumpa Lahiri 
for our November read be-
ginning November 6.   We 
meet on Thursdays from 
10:00 to 11:30 am in the 
Lounge.  Please either borrow 
the book from the library or 
call Jean Bruder (203-661-
1685) for your edition in paperback. The Low-
land features an "engrossing family saga steeped 
in history" and travels from India to America.  

 

                   

       Avery’s Book Corner 

 

This month’s recommended book is Losing Our Way: 
An Intimate Portrait of a Troubled America by longtime 
New York Times columnist, Bob Herbert.  
 
Losing Our Way is “a wrenching portrayal of ordinary 
Americans struggling for survival in a nation that has 
lost its way.” In the book, Herbert “ardently defends 
those being left behind in this current ‘winner-take-all’ 
economy.”  A must read for today’s times. 

 

Kettle Quilters 
Fabrics we love - stitch we must - each other's 

company we enjoy. Try us! 
 

During November we will be designing, planning 
and quilting our next “from scratch” quilt for the 
2015 Women’s Fellowship Quilt Raffle.  Join us! 
 

Room 203 

Mondays 9:00 am -12:00 pm 

Tuesdays 7:30 - 9:00 pm 
 

~ Inge Thalheim  

mailto:FBTworld@aol.com
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News from The Rummage Room  
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich 

203-637-1875   

 

November:  Thanksgiving and The Christmas Shop  

As we leave the season of ghosts and goblins, our thoughts turn to the season of turkeys, pumpkin pies and 
the last of the beautiful orange and yellow leaves.  We welcome your donations for the Thanksgiving Holiday 
season.  And for you early-bird shoppers, 'The Christmas Shop' will open Monday, November 24 at 1:00 
pm.  If you have never been to The Rummage Room's 'Christmas Shop,' know 
that everything Christmas has been collected in the way of donations since early 
January of 2014 so there are many wonderful things to choose from. 

 

Maria’s Wish List:  Items for the Thanksgiving and Christmas Holidays.  A 
baby carrier; double stroller; children's table and chairs; newer set of golf clubs. 

 

Hours:  Monday-Friday 10:00 am-5:00 pm & Saturday 10:00 am-1:00 pm. 

Donations:  Monday-Thursday 9:30 am-4:30 pm & Friday and Saturday 
9:30 am-12:30 pm. 

 

Thanks to all who participated in the celebration of The Rummage Room's 
50th Anniversary, October 4th and 5th.  The two day celebration was perfect! 

 

How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single moment before starting to 
improve the world. ~Anne Frank (1929-1945).  Your donations to The 
Rummage Room help improve the lives of many in the world!   
 

 

Church School Celebrates Halloween  
with Pilgrim Towers 

 

 

Church School families and residents of Pilgrim Towers get ready for 

Halloween...On October 26, several Church School families from the 4th 

and 5th grades (and more) traveled over to Stamford to share some  

Halloween fun with our neighbors at the one 

senior citizen housing program in the area that 

our church helped to build and still supports. 

We brought holiday decorations and goody bags.  While there, we sang, 

played games and shared a wonderful meal provided by the residents of 

Pilgrim Towers. It was a scary good time! 
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Bible Study has been a meaning-
ful part of our congregational life.  
And that wonderful experience 
will continue each Sunday, start-
ing Sunday, November 2 through 
Sunday, December 7 as Rev. Avery  
Manchester leads our NEW Bible Study!  Come 
and be a part of it! 

Bible Study is Back! 

 The College and University Loan Fund: 
 LAST CALL for Loans for this Academic Year! 

Any student within the First Church family who needs financial assistance for the current academic year 
(August 2014-July 2015) and has not yet applied is strongly encouraged to send in an application for a 
loan from the church’s College and University Loan Fund (the “CULF”) right away.  If you have previ-
ously applied for a CULF loan, you need only complete the loan agreement.  

 

Application forms and loan agreements are available on the church website and in the Church Office.  To 
access forms online, go to the church website at www.fccog.org and click on the “About Us” link.  Then 
scroll down to the College and University Loan Fund tab.  

 

Completed and signed forms can be emailed to:  CULF@fccog.org 

Or mailed to: 

First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

108 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich, CT  06870; Attn: CULF 
 

Good luck to all the students in the First Church family! 

 

November Responsibilities and Assignments 

Memorial Services: 
 

 

Elaine Teeters - Nov. 2 

Pam Grunow - Nov. 9 

Jan Thalheim -  Nov. 16 

Donna Hascher - Nov. 23 

Elaine Teeters - Nov. 30 
 

 

 

November 2 Communion: 

Luis Angel-LaLanne - Capt 

Elaine Teeters - Set up 

Paul Olmsted - Set up 

Jan Thalheim - Set up 

Carole Lang - Set up 

Barbara Norrgard - Clean up 

Donna Hascher - Clean up 

Bob Small - Clean up 
 

Deacon Assignments:                                                     

Invocation 
Clem Lepoutre 

 

Hospital Notes  
Luis Angel-LaLanne 

 

November Coffee Hour: 

Board of Trustees 
 

 

Especially For Moms of  Very  

Young Children 
 

If you have a baby, toddler and/or 2 
year old, join us for an opportunity 
to meet and relax with other moms 
and their young kids.  The group 
meets the 2nd and 4th Friday of 
every month (November 14 only this month) from 
9:30–10:30 am in Room 104.  For more informa-
tion, contact Kristen Jacks at kmj33z@yahoo.com 
or call her at 203-344-1961.  

http://www.fccog.org
mailto:CULF@fccog.org
mailto:kmj33z@yahoo.com
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NOT FOR CHURCH SCHOOL ONLY!!  
 

Another First Church Day at Neighbor to Neighbor 

Saturday, November 22 - 8:30 am to 12:30 pm 
 

 
 

A First Church Day at Neighbor to Neighbor means we cover the Clothing Room and the Food Pan-
try, usually in two shifts...8:30-10:30 am  and 10:30 am-12:30 pm.  Since Neighbor to Neighbor has a 
policy of  only 12 year olds and older covering these operations, we have come up with an activity for 
our younger children who also want to be involved in Community Service.  On November 22, 
Neighbor to Neighbor will have a room available for us so we can make Thanksgiving crafts  to be in-
cluded in the food packages that are distributed to the Neighbor to Neighbor clients for Thanksgiving.  
To sign up for either The Clothing Room, The Food Pantry or Craftmaking, please email Peg  
Wentworth at thewentworths@mac.com.  

 

FREE HOME REPAIRS 
 

Do you know anyone whose home needs help?   
Does your home need help? 

 
HomeFront volunteers are ready to repair homes at no cost to qualified homeowners in the 
Spring of 2015.  For 27 years and counting, the HomeFront program has been a vehicle for 
community-minded volunteers to empower deserving neighbors through free 
home repairs.  Just six months ago, more than 2,500 HomeFront local volun-
teers (including many members of First Church!) lived out the message of 
keeping homeowners in their homes with an improved quality of life.  

 

Homeowners are selected on the basis of need with the stipulation 
that the house must be owner occupied.  Repairs might include 
carpentry, painting, plastering, weatherproofing, window replace-
ment, cleaning and yard work.  Most volunteers are enthusiastic, 
unskilled helpers under the direction of skilled leaders, while pro-
fessional service volunteers perform the more technical work, as 
needed. 

For more information for you or a friend, please call HomeFront at 
800-887-HOPE (4673).  HomeFront candidates can apply now 
through November 15, 2014 for work to be done the first weekend 
of May 2015. 

mailto:thewentworths@mac.com
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Christian Outreach is a core mission of FCCOG where we support people in need in our wider 
community, both locally and nationally.  For our upcoming Harvest Sunday Offering, the Christian 
Outreach Committee is presenting a challenge to the congregation to collect a significant number of 
grocery bags filled with canned and dry goods which will be distributed to the following agencies: 

 

Neighbor to Neighbor 
H.O.M.E. (Homeworkers Organized for More Employment) 

Food Bank of Lower Fairfield County 

 
In preparation for our 350th year whose celebrations will begin in 
May 2015, we have a goal of collecting 349 bags this year (and 
350 in 2015).  We have obtained, through a generous discount at 
ShopRite, sturdy re-usable bags which will be available in the 
Narthex of the Church in the beginning of November.  Please 
take a bag (or two if so inclined) and fill it with canned and other 
dry goods.  Bring your filled bags to the Harvest Sunday Service 
on November 23 where they will be collected as part of our 
Offering during the worship service.  In addition, for those 
wanting to contribute cash or check donations towards Christian 
Outreach, we will have yellow envelopes available in the pews.  All contributions collected using the 
yellow envelopes will be directed towards Christian Outreach. 

 

Please accept the challenge and extend the Christian Outreach of FCCOG!!! 

Harvest Sunday Challenge 

 

Please Help Us Find Guest Speakers for  

Our 350th Anniversary! 
 

The 350th Anniversary Committee is searching for several guest speakers to bring to First Church dur-
ing 2015 to help our congregation celebrate our Church’s past and set a course for its future.   
Historical insight and perspectives will be an important part of this speaker series, but we want to  
focus even more on the Church’s role in our lives today and in the future. 

 

The Committee would greatly appreciate any suggestions from members of the congregation for 
speakers to bring to First Church.  Please send your suggestions as soon as possible to Chris Hartwell,  
clhartwell@mac.com. 

mailto:clhartwell@mac.com
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         NOV E M B E RB I RT H D AY S  

11/01  Diane Jenkins 

11/01  Anne Almy 

11/01  Chuck Ainsworth 

11/01  Anne Castine 

11/01  Richard Taggart 

11/01  Katherine Kabot 

11/01  Natasha Sibirzeff 

11/02  Thomas Woodman 

11/02  Annabel Marie Enquist 

11/02  Endy Anderson 

11/02  Sarah Mickley 

11/03  Todd Gaulocher 

11/03  Sarah Kramer 

11/04  Lee Watkins 

11/04  Gretchen Almy 

11/04  Richard Almy 

11/04  Stevie Eveland 

11/04  Kendall Witmer 

11/04  Parker Freeman 

11/05  James Starkweather 

11/05  Sally Graham 

11/05  Alexandra Smith 

11/05  Shona Quinn 

11/05  Vasil Golodinskii 

11/05  Anna Wilkinson 

11/05  Tyler Shaw 

11/06  Richard Mahoney 

11/06  Millie George 

11/06  Debra Shaw 

11/06  Holly Wilkinson 

11/06  Meg Stewart 

11/06  Emily Ziac 

11/06  Christopher Tierney 

11/07  Joyce Carlson 

11/07  Kirk Young 

11/07  Deborah Graves 

11/07  Robin Loughman 

11/07  Rebecca Assing 

11/08  Doris Sisley 

11/08  Sandra Phelps 

11/08  Peter Gurciullo 

11/08  Carson Davis 

11/09  John Leidy 

11/09  Torsten Sippel 

11/09  Willem Venema 

11/09  Cole Perry 

11/09  Tessa Laffan 

11/10  Ann Isaacson 

11/10  Mary Jane Penwell 

11/10  Kristen Bodenstein 

11/10  Elizabeth Cooper 

11/10  Emma Wilfert 

11/11  Charles Kolb 

11/12  Richard Miller 

11/12  Peter Schay 

11/12  Jerry Carnegie 

11/12  Jennifer DeFazio 

11/12  Allison Millspaugh 

11/13  Susan Alden 

11/13  Paul Ghaffari 

11/13  Griffin Sandberg 

11/13  Hunter Serenbetz 

11/13  Charlie Windels 

11/14  Carol Mawhinney 

11/14  Christine Chao 

11/14  Craig Breismeister 

11/14  Duncan Graham 

11/14  Sam Grunow 

11/14  Kimberly Jordaan 

11/15  Cindy Bailey 

11/15  Mark Montgomery 

11/15  Steven Lico 

11/16  Peter Grunow 

11/16  Andrew Williams 

11/17  David Silliphant 

11/17  Nathaniel Sadler 

11/17  Suzanna Ryckman 

11/18  James Thomas 

11/19  Betty Bonsal 

11/19  Gail Lauridsen 

11/19  Peter Sibirzeff 

11/19  Robert LaCivita 

11/19  Matias Healy 

11/19  William van Rhyn 

11/19  Christopher Ryckman 

11/20  Richard Gilbert 

11/20  Paula Mickley 

11/20  Miran Robarts 

11/20  Rebecca Berlin 

11/20  Avanelle Kelly 

11/21  Bill Fossum 

11/21  Judy Goodchild 

11/21  Ann Claps 

11/21  Shauna Dellascenza 

11/21  Taylor Ware 

11/21  Lola Dellascenza 

11/22  Dennis Humbert 

11/22  Suzanne Dakin 

11/22  Kurt von Holzhausen 

11/22  Kimberly Dempsey 

11/22  Maddie Dunn 

11/23  Kristen Quick 

11/24  Sean Brady 

11/24  Katherine Jacobs 

11/24  Jennifer Provoost 

11/24  Terence Flanagan 

11/25  Maesie Clarkson Wylie 

11/25  Caroline Farriss 

11/25  Aydin Rose 

11/25  Taylor Pratt 

11/26  Harry Culpen 

11/26  Pat Larrabee 

11/27  Sandra McCue 

11/28  Rosina Primo 

11/28  Diana Frazier 

11/28  Michael Russell 

11/29  Patricia Leibfried 

11/29  Robert Morris 

11/29  Charlie Smith 

11/30  George Friend 

11/30  Jenna Benoit 

11/30  Chloe Mackell 

11/30  Sloan Jacoby 

11/30  Samuel Jenkins 

11/30  Caitlyn O'Gorman 

 

 

L ife E vents                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

 
Baptisms: 
 

~ Owen Victor Miller, son of Mary Catherine 
 and Nicholas Robert Miller 
 

Deaths:   
 

~ Julia Andrews 

~ Joyce Nye 

~ Jane Rush Jansen  

 

Mark Your Calendars: 
 

The Church Offices will be closed 
Thursday, November 27 and Friday, 
November 28 for the Thanksgiving 
holiday.  
 

Next Meetinghouse Monthly deadline is Friday, 
November 14. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/FCCOGCT?sk=wall
https://twitter.com/fccogct
http://instagram.com/fccogct
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXgou35EY5N803D4e_J4JNA?feature=results_main
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JPF meets  regularly on Sunday evenings from 4:00 - 5:00 pm 

SPF meets regularly on Sunday evenings from 6:00 - 7:30 pm 

Drop-in hours for the Youth Room for coffee, tea or video games are Tuesdays from 3:00 - 6:00 pm 

 

For more info on upcoming Youth Events see below and be sure to visit 
www.fccogyouth.com for more details. 

Sunday, November 2: 

JPF - The Feel Good Olympics 

SPF - Random Acts of Kindness 

 

Sunday, November 9: 

JPF - Copy/Paste Storytelling 

SPF - Care Package Night 

 

Sunday, November 16: 

JPF & SPF meet at 1:00 pm in the Youth Room  
 

Friday, November 21: 

SPF - H.O.M.E. Craft Fair Lock-In 

4:00 pm Friday until 8:00 am Saturday 

 

Sunday, November 23: 

JPF - Bonfire Night 

 

Saturday, November 29: 

JPF & SPF - Unloading Christmas Trees  
(counts for community service hours!) 

 

http://www.fccogyouth.com/
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The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Ministers:  The Members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Senior Pastor:  Rev. Richard DenUyl, Jr.,  RichardD@fccog.org  

Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry:  Rev. Mark D. Montgomery, revmarkmontgomery@gmail.com 

Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care:  Rev. Avery C. Manchester, amanchester@fccog.org 

Director of Music:  Dr. Craig Scott Symons, craigs@fccog.org 

Director of Family Ministries:  Rosemary Lamie, rosemaryl@fccog.org 

Director of Church Administration and Finance:  Steve Summerton, steves@fccog.org 

Director of Membership:  Ginny Breismeister, ginnyb@fccog.org 

Director of Communications:  Barbara Wilkov, barbaraw@fccog.org 

Parish Nurse:  Susan Asselin, RN, susana@fccog.org 

Director of Preschool:  Darla Kohler Steiner, darlak@fccog.org 

Pastors Emeriti:  Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Rev. Sally Colegrove 

Director of Music Emeritus: Dr. John Stansell 
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