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Meetinghouse  Monthly 
 

  Oct.       2:       Book Discussion sponsored by Family Ministries and First  
   Church Preschool (page 13) 

   4: Red Cross Blood Drive 8 am-1:00 pm (page 5) 

           4: The Rummage Room celebrates 50 years 1-3 pm (page 16) 

           5:  World Communion Sunday and Rummage Room celebration 

   at 10 am worship 

  5:   New Bible Study Class (page 16)  

  5 : CROP Walk 2 pm (page 17) 

         13: Columbus Day (Church Office Closed) 

         19: Tom Stiers—Guest Preacher at 10 am service (page 17) 

         26: Wellness Second Hour (page 5) 
 

 Nov.     1:  Barn Dance 5 pm (inside back cover for details) 

  2:  Daylight Savings (“fall back”) 

         2:  New Members Class (page 4) 

  5:  First Church Preschool Holiday Boutique (page12) 

        7:   Confirmation Retreat at Silver Lake 

         9:   Ingathering Sunday/New Members Join  

         22: H.O.M.E. Craft Fair 

         23:  H.O.M.E. Craft Fair 

         23:   Harvest Sunday 

         27:  Thanksgiving Day 

         29:  Christmas Trees Arrive and Sale Begins (page 13) 

         30:       1st Sunday of Advent/Advent Craft Fair 2-4 pm 

 

Save the Date:  December 13 ~ Messiah 4 pm & Christmas Soiree 6 pm 

C
o
m

in
g
 t

h
is

 F
a
ll

 



2   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit our Photo Gallery to view more photos: 
www.fccog.org/photo-gallery/  

 

Homecoming at First Church 

http://www.fccog.org/photo-gallery/
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By Rev. Richard S. DenUyl, Jr.  
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
Some of you know by now that on Saturday evenings I go alone into the Meetinghouse, turn on the 
lights, stand at the pulpit and practice my sermon.  I do this because I truly believe the spirits of all 
those who have passed on are in there listening.  I am convinced of this, because by the time I have 
finished preaching they almost always whisper some very helpful suggestions, and sometimes even a 
complete rewrite! 
 
Over the past few weeks our 350 year-old Church has begun installing and booting up a brand new 
computer system.  We are still in the process of figuring it all out.  I believe those same spirits are 
watching and listening in on this endeavor as well.  I can picture some of them rolling their eyes and 
winking at each other as we stress out about servers, software, I.T., clouds and more!  Back in their 
day there was no such thing as Microsoft Word, just God’s Word, which was often visible in the 
preacher’s breath on a cold Sunday morning in a sanctuary heated by an open fire.  
 
I am still trying to decide whether it was fate, Murphy’s Law or Divine providence that caused it, 
when halfway through the installation, the server picked up a virus.  As a result, all the computers 
had to be shut down the entire day.  I wasn’t aware this had happened until I returned from an ap-
pointment and found the office staff happily offline. Instead of staring into their separate monitors, 
everyone was cleaning and organizing, connecting in the moment and collaborating for the future.  
The sense of community was palpable and positivity refreshing.  Now, I can’t prove it, but when I 
saw this I wondered to myself if those same spirits had anything to do with it.  Even if they didn’t, 
I’m pretty sure they were enjoying every minute.  
 
Eventually the virus was eliminated and all the computers were up and running again, which is a 
good thing.  However, at the same time the whole incident was a reminder how important it is for 
all of us—co-workers and family members alike, to carve out some time each day away from our 
desktops, laptops and iPhones and to engage all of our senses in the tangible world---to celebrate the 
present and envision a shared future together.  At which point I believe those same spirits will joy-
fully wink at us and whisper a heartfelt, unison “Amen.” 
 

Faithfully,                                           
 

 Richard 

Speaking Pastorally 

Weekly Calendar and Email  

Check out the bulletin board outside the Auditorium for a weekly calendar of meetings, classes,  
events and activities happening at First Church. Also, never miss a news notice from the church again… 

if we don’t have your email address for our weekly email blast and other email notices, please contact  
Barb Wilkov at 203-637-1791 ext. 24 or barbaraw@fccog.org. Stay in the know! 

mailto:barbaraw@fccog.org
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Interested in exploring membership at First Church?  
Or know someone who might be? 

 

New Member Orientation Session 

 

We will be holding a new member orientation session on Sunday, November 2, 11:30 am to 1:00 pm in the 
Senior Pastor’s Office.  Child care will be available and food will be served.  This will be an opportunity to 
learn more about our faith, our church and our denomination, the United Church of Christ.  While  
attending this session is not an obligation to join, if you wish to do so, new members will be received into 
membership the following Sunday, November 9, during the 10:00 am worship service. 

 
Please RSVP to Ginny Breismeister, Director of Membership (ginnyb@fccog.org) or to Rev. Richard  
DenUyl, Jr. (richardD@fccog.org) or contact the Church Office at 203-637-1791. While reservations are not 
required, we would appreciate being able to plan for child care.  Drop ins, however, are welcome! 
 
You will be entering a fellowship of people who will support you, care for you and pray for you. We hope 
you will join us. 

 

Soup Kitchen Volunteers  
  

Making Food to Feed Our  
Neighbors and Friends 

 

We want to thank Daniel and Clem Lepoutre, Rosemary Lamie, Donald Haviland and Mark  
Montgomery for preparing chili last month.  They had a great time in the kitchen and fed more than 125 
guests at the Soup Kitchen. 
 

The following have signed up to cook: 

October - Betsy Kreuter, Micky Fossum and Lois Berlin 

November - Ruth and Giff Reed, Bob and Judy Goodchild 

December - Ellen and Rob Perelli-Minetti 

January - open - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 
SERVERS 

We are in need of people to serve chili at the Yerwood Center on the first Monday of each month.  If you 
are available from 9:00 am - 1:00 pm to assist with the delivery and serving,  please contact Tom Mahoney 
at fccoghungermission@gmail.com. 

 

PHOTO OPP 

We will be taking a photo on Sunday, October 19 following the 10:00 am worship service of all soup 
kitchen volunteers who have prepared chili in the last TWO years. Bring your apron, ladle or chef's hat! 

 

mailto:ginnyb@fccog.org
mailto:richardD@fccog.org
mailto:fccoghungermission@gmail.com
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From the                     … October Happenings                             by Sue Asselin, RN 

 
 

October at FCCOG brings opportunities to be involved in a blood drive, learn more about Medicare health 
insurance coverage, and enroll in Medicare Part D prescription plans. 
 

Red Cross Blood Drive – October 4:   
The FCCOG Wellness and Women’s Fellowship Committees are hosting a Red Cross Blood 
Drive on Saturday October 4, from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm. We’ve been looking for volunteers 
to make refreshments or play the piano. If you read this before the 4th and want to help please 
contact Sue Asselin, Parish Nurse at ext. 21.  
 

As always, blood donors are very much appreciated. One donated unit of blood can save up to three lives in 
our local hospitals. If you are 17 or older (no upper age limit) and in good health, you are probably eligible. 
To assure adequate staffing from the blood center in Farmington and to help with a smoother flow of do-
nors, please call 1-800-GIVE LIFE to make an appointment to donate.  Look for helpful tips for a successful 
donation on the Wellness bulletin board (outside the Lounge). 

~~~~ 

October 26 Wellness Second Hour: Understanding Medicare Benefits with speaker: Linda Ziac, LPC, CCM  
& President of The Caregiver Resource Center in Cos Cob.   

Medicare provides health care insurance for disabled people and citizens over the age of 65. 
Medicare Parts A and B help cover hospital and physician costs. The detailed rules of cov-
erage and copays can sometimes be overwhelming. Linda Ziac, a Certified Case Manager, 
has a thorough understanding of insurance complexities and has long been a vital resource 
to me. She has made it her business to understand the rules of Medicare so that she can be 
an effective advocate for her clients facing care decisions. She will address such topics as 
hospital coverage, observation status, discharge planning, home care benefits, and appealing 

coverage decisions. This information is invaluable for people facing care decisions or those helping a parent 
or loved one navigate the health care system. I hope many of you can join us. 

~~~~ 

Attention Medicare Enrollees:   
The Medicare Part D prescription drug insurance open enrollment period is October 15 to December 7.  It is 
prudent to review your plan each year to make sure you have the plan that best fits your needs.  Counseling, 
including navigating the Medicare.gov website, is available with your Parish Nurse and through the Green-
wich Commission on Aging.  For an appointment with your Parish Nurse, call Sue at extension 21. For an 
appointment with a Town of Greenwich trained counselor at either the Senior Center or a library, contact 
the Commission on Aging at 203-862-6710. 

~~~~ 

Flu Vaccine Season is upon us:  
Consider getting the influenza vaccine in order to protect yourself and your loved ones from getting the flu. 
For some of us the flu is uncomfortable and inconvenient, but for others (the very young, the very old, and 
the already ill) it can be life-threatening.  The Center for Disease Control (CDC) offers these facts to encour-
age us to be immunized:  Each year influenza results in over 200,000 hospitalizations and thousands of 
deaths in the United States, primarily in people under 2 years old or over 65 years old. If you fall somewhere 
in the middle of these age groups, consider getting immunized to protect others that you come in contact 
with.  More information on the flu vaccine is available at: http://www.greenwichct.org/upload/
medialibrary/433/hd_PR_Flu-Season_2014.pdf.  

...article continued on next page 

http://www.Medicare.gov
http://www.greenwichct.org/upload/medialibrary/433/hd_PR_Flu-Season_2014.pdf
http://www.greenwichct.org/upload/medialibrary/433/hd_PR_Flu-Season_2014.pdf
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“Musical Notes”  
 

 

Connecticut Conference Choir Concert 

 

On Saturday, October 11, at 7:00 pm., choir members from around Connecticut will be presenting 
a concert at First Congregational (The Church on the Green) in Norwalk.  This free program will 
feature 30+ voices under the direction of 3 choral directors from the state, including our own Craig 
Symons.  A variety of music will be featured, including gospel, multi-cultural, and classical, and will 
also include special guests, The Bridgeport Boys Choir.  The Conference Choir will also be singing the 
following weekend for the Annual Conference Worship Service.  A few of our Chancel Choir  
members will be participating, so come out and enjoy an evening of wonderful choral music.  This 
choir and program is sponsored by the Connecticut Conference Sacred Conversation on Race  
Ministry.  

 

 

From the Parish Nurse - October Happenings … continued from previous page 

 

Please be aware, the Wellness Committee will not be offering flu shots this year.  The Town of Greenwich  

will have flu shot clinics on several dates beginning with the Senior Health Fair on 
Thursday, October 2, from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm, at the Eastern Greenwich Civic Center 
on Harding Road.  Subsequent town clinics will be offered on October 9, 16, 23, and 
28.  For those with Medicare, bring your card and the vaccine will be covered.  Indi-
viduals age 9 and older can be vaccinated at these clinics, however, insurances other 
than Medicare will not be billed and there is a fee of $35 payable by cash or check.  In-
formation about these town flu shot clinics is available on a recorded phone message at 
203-622-3774, on the Wellness bulletin board outside the Lounge, and at these links:  
http://www.greenwichct.org/upload/medialibrary/2fc/hd_Persons_Eligible_for_Flu_Vaccine_2014.pdf 

http://www.greenwichct.org/upload/medialibrary/6be/hd_Flu-Season_Schedule_2014.pdf 
 

Introducing….Wayne Travis 

 

We are pleased to welcome Wayne Travis, CPA to our First Church staff as the new Director of Church  
Administration and Finance.  His first day was September 2.  Wayne comes to us with an 
extensive background in accounting, financial software systems, and related business experi-
ence with vendors, personnel processes and facilities management.  Wayne has worked with 
Westchester and CT churches and non-profit agencies as both a volunteer and as a paid con-
sultant on their business projects.  He has also worked for several large companies including 
AMAX, Playtex, United Technologies and Citicorp.  Wayne resides in Hastings-on-Hudson, 
NY and is the proud parent of three grown sons and grandparent of a grandson.  Wayne’s 

office is in the old Binney Conference Room right next to Rev. DenUyl’s office.  Stop in and say hello! 

 

http://www.greenwichct.org/upload/medialibrary/2fc/hd_Persons_Eligible_for_Flu_Vaccine_2014.pdf
http://www.greenwichct.org/upload/medialibrary/6be/hd_Flu-Season_Schedule_2014.pdf
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October 5: 

JPF & SPF Join CROP Walk 

Second Congregational Church of Greenwich 

1:30-3:00 PM 

 

October 12: 

JPF Laser Tag! 

Second Congregational Church of Greenwich 

6:00-8:00 PM 

 

October 18: 

SPF Trip to Lake Compounce 

Pickup & Dropoff at  
Second Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Please email donald.haviland@gmail.com  

for more info! 
 

October 19: 

JPF Graveyard Manhunt 

First Church Parking Lot 

4:00-5:00 PM 

 

October 19: 

SPF Bonfire 

First Church Parking Lot 

6:00-7:30 PM 

 

October 26: 

JPF Murder Mystery Party 

First Church Youth Room - Costumes are encouraged! 

4:00-5:00 PM 

 

October 26: 

SPF Humans VS. Zombies 

First Church Youth Room 

6:00-7:30 PM 

Youth Programming 
 

JPF meets Sundays from 4:00 - 5:00 pm 

SPF meets Sundays from 6:00 - 7:30 pm 
 

 

For more info on upcoming Youth Events see below and be 
sure to visit www.fccogyouth.com for more details. 

mailto:donald.haviland@gmail.com
http://www.fccogyouth.com/
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Historical Committee Update 
 

Calling all Researchers/Writers/Editors for Our Anniversary Book – the last 50 years 
 
We are planning to include the last 50 years in this new book, which will be published in 2016, after the  
mid-2015 to mid-2016 350th Anniversary celebration is over.  If you have knowledge of the publication 
process, or if you would like to help research, write, select photos for and/or edit this book, please contact Pat 
Larrabee at 203-637-4023.   

 

We are now done with scanning all 1965-2013 annual reports into pdf 
format and are using them as the primary basis for the new book.  So 
research is now easier!  We can copy-and-paste on our home computers from 
the annual reports to gather info on each topic, and I’ll be glad to email you 
these annual report pdf files if you’d like to help.   

 

Do you have any anecdotes about or experiences in church activities over the last 50 years 
that should be written about in this book?  If so, please contact Pat Larrabee. 
 

Memorial Donations Book:  Phoebe Griffith and Tad Larrabee have now photographed all 60 or so 
pages of the large book of memorial donations kept on display in the showcase in the Narthex of the 
Meetinghouse.  There is wonderful calligraphy in that book.  It is a real treasure.  We will save those photos 
on the church server for backup, as well as in the bank lockbox.  Please let me know if you have any 
suggestions for how to display these beautiful photos. 

 
-- Pat Larrabee 

 

 Last Beach Service of 2014 and Rev. Richard DenUyl, Jr.’s First Sermon 
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Women’s Fellowship 

 

Nights Off   
Women’s Group 

 

Mark your calendars!  Nights Off will meet the eve-
ning of Monday, October 20 
at the home of Sue 
McCalley for a Game Night!  
Bring along a favorite game 
to play and a new (or almost 
new) game to donate.  Even 
something as small as a deck of cards will bring 
great joy to children and their families.  
 
Also, please bring some food to share and what-
ever you would like to drink.  And why not invite 
a friend to come along?  Sometimes all you need 
to do is ask!  

 

If you have any questions, please contact Shirley 
Flierl at 203-629-4939 or FBTworld@aol.com. 

 

 

Come Experience Tai Chi! 
 

Come and experience the many wonderful benefits of Tai Chi and Qi Gong exercises  
with our new teacher, Joe Black.   

 

Classes are held on Wednesdays at 8:00 am and Thursdays at 9:00 am.   
Only $10 per class.  Drops ins are welcome.  Join us!   

 

Kettle Quilters 
 

Fabrics we love - stitch we must - each other's 
company we enjoy. Try us! 

 

Our colorful vintage cross stitch quilt still needs 
some white on white quilting to finish it for the 
2015 annual raffle!  

 

The 2016 raffle quilt will be done from scratch 
and you have a chance to  learn about all stages of 
quilt making.  

 

Join us! 

Room 203 

Mondays 9:00 am -12:00 pm 

Tuesdays 7:30 - 9:00 pm 

 

~ Inge Thalheim  

                   

       Avery’s Book Corner 

 

I want to suggest two books this month.  Just out and recently 
quoted in the Sunday Review is another Nicholas Kristof and 
Sheryl WuDunn book, A Path Appears.  A great companion book is  
Generation Unbound: Drifting into Sex and Parenthood without  
Marriage by Isabel V. Sawhill. 
 
Both of these books deal with major issues we all need to face with 
serious attention. These create a great challenge for all concerned 
people.  Are we up for the task? 

mailto:FBTworld@aol.com
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CHURCH SCHOOL IN OCTOBER: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

 

October 5 

 Regular Church School Lesson about Hannah (1Samuel1). 

 Confirmation Classes Begin. 

 CROP Walk starts at 2:00 PM at 2nd Congregational 

Church. Walk down Greenwich Ave. and end at Christ 

Church.  If you would like to walk, arrive at Registration 

between 1:30 and 2:00 PM. If you would like to  

donate, visit our First Church Team page at  

crophungerwalk.org/greenwichct. 

October 12 

 This year’s first Church School Service Sunday! 
 

A “Service Sunday” is a gathering of all our children from 5 years old to 

5th grade in the Daniels Center.  (Young people 12 years and older are al-

ways needed to help.)  This one-room schoolhouse format is usually sched-

uled on a Sunday when the Greenwich Public Schools and most other 

schools our children attend have a long weekend.  The theme of the day 

will involve a mission or outreach activity.  On Sunday, October 12, the 

“Service Sunday” will focus on the needs and concerns of older adults and 

we will make something special for the folks at Pilgrim Towers where our 

4th and 5th graders will go for our annual Halloween Party on October 26. 

October 19 

October 26 

October 26 

 Regular Church School Lesson about Samuel the Judge 

(1Samuel3). 

 Regular Church School Lesson—Samuel Anoints David 

King (1Samuel16). 

 Church School Going to Pilgrim Towers. 

This is the 7th year the Church School be visiting with the residents of 

Pilgrim Towers, a UCC sponsored 75 unit apartment building for seniors in 

Stamford. Over these years, our children have shared meals, celebrated 

holidays, played games, sung songs and planted gardens with their new 

friends. This year, our 4th and 45h graders will visit on October 26 accom-

panied by Church School Task Force members, the teachers and parent 

chaperones. If your family has visited before or would like to join us now 

even if not in the 4th  or 5th grade class, please let Rosemary know. We 

will meet in the Daniels Center right after worship and plan to carpool and 

be at Pilgrim Towers by 11:30 AM. Families will receive more details soon.  

http://www.crophungerwalk.org/greenwichct
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A FEW MORE TEACHERS NEEDED  

for the Church School 
 

Thank you to the following folks who have signed up since last month:  Peter and  

Christina Russell in the Baby Nursery; Monika Shubert in the 3 and 4 year old class; 

Karen Vissicchio and Drew Mohn with Kindergarten and 1st graders; Tyler Shaver with 

the 2nd graders; and Pam Grunow, Fred Lorthioir and Charlie Teeters with the “678” 

middle schoolers.  We still need adults for the Toddler Room—even once a month!   

Contact Rosemary Lamie. 

 
 

Something Exciting is Coming to Church School in January!! 

Blessed to be a blessing!  

Sharing our talents/gifts/interests with our children! 
 

For a long while now we have been considering a new approach to Sunday morning for our 

children.  In addition to worship, we would like our children to experience their faith les-

sons – recognizing that “faith is caught not taught.”  We can teach Bible stories and Chris-

tian values lessons but can we teach them in ways that our children remember them and 

begin to understand their importance? The answer is YES and many churches have found 

the Rotation Workshop Program to fit that bill.  We are ready at First Church to give this 

a try but it requires many people to make it happen...many people but not for many hours! 

 

Here’s the approach…a topic is presented for a three week cycle.  Each week our classes 

will experience the topic in a new way.  Some of the ways will be through art (painting, 

drawing, photography, sculpture), music (participating/enjoying), movement/dance, legos, 

computer games, videos, storytelling, drama, woodworking, gardening, yoga, cooking, and 

more.  Our options are only limited by the people we have to present the lesson.  

 

Presenters do not need to be a teacher or an expert.  You will be assisted by our church 

school teachers and Task Force members; there are suggested lessons for your talent 

based on the story or topic we are presenting.  Children will be accompanied or 

“shepherded” by their current Church School teachers.  A session will be between 30 & 40 

minutes.  Children will be in age groups of 5&6 year olds; 7&8 year olds and 9&10 year olds.   

 

So please consider this rare and special opportunity to bring the stories and values of our 

faith to our youngest members. There will be a sign-up easel at Coffee Hour and you can 

always reach Rosemary or one of the pastors if you would like to explore your personal  

possibilities further.  
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First Congregational Church Preschool  
 
 

 

Open Enrollment for 2015-2016 Programming 

October 1, 2014 - November 7, 2014 
 

First Church Preschool offers an active preschool experience for children ages 3 through 5 years.  We also 
offer a Pre-K Program for children who are eligible to start kindergarten but would benefit by delaying 
starting a kindergarten program. 

 

At First Church Preschool we encourage the social, emotional, physical and intellectual growth of each child 
in a warm and caring atmosphere.  Children must be three years of age by December 31, 2015 and be toilet 
trained in order to be eligible for our 2015-2016 programs.   

 

Families who are current, active members of the First Congregational Church congregation are given 
priority placement in their preschool class selection and may receive a discount on their program tuition 
provided they have submitted an application and deposit by the end of the Open Enrollment period.  
Eligibility for the priority placement and discount based on current, active membership in the First 
Congregational Church will be deemed by the appropriate church governing board. 

 

All applications received during the Open Enrollment period must be completed in full and be accompanied 
with the full deposit amount in order for a child’s place to be confirmed within a program.  For an 
application, for more information about enrollment, or to arrange a tour of our preschool, please contact 
Director Darla Kohler Steiner at 203-637-5430 or email at darlak@fccog.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for the First Church Preschool  

annual Holiday Boutique  

Wednesday, Nov. 5 

11:00 am to 7:00 pm in the Auditorium.  

There will be a variety of vendors selling their wares, and a Silent Auction as well.   

Admission is free.  For more info contact Laurie Bennett Heavey at: 

BennettJewelers@gmail.com. 
 

 

First Church Preschool 
Annual Holiday Boutique 

Wednesday, Nov. 5 

mailto:darlak@fccog.org
mailto:BennettJewelers@gmail.com
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BOOK DISCUSSION FOR PARENTS: 

This year, First Church Preschool, together with the Family Ministries Program of First 

Church, will be co-hosting a series of events relating to the topic of the effects of stress 

on children.  We initiate this series with a book discussion of the landmark book, Last 
Child in the Woods, by Richard Louv. Mark your calendars now for: 
 

Thursday, October 2nd at 7 PM 
 

In this work, Louv poignantly points out a growing body of evidence which 

links the lack of children’s exposure to our natural environment to the rise 

in obesity, attention disorders, and depression.  While not an actual medical 

condition, Louv argues that this “nature deficit disorder” demands our 

attention and action, for the “health of children and the health of the 

Earth are inseparable.”  All parents, educators, and environmentalists would 

find this an important book and discussion.   
 

Please RSVP to:   
Preschool Director, Darla Kohler Steiner, at darlak@fccog.org or 203-637-5430  OR 

First Church Director of Family Ministries, Rosemary Lamie, at RosemaryL@fccog.org or  

203-637-1791 ext. 20 

Less than 60 days away!   SIGN UP TODAY at fccog.org 

Important Dates …  Save them NOW! 
 Tree Stand Prep November 15 and Tree Stand Set up November 22 at 9 AM 

 Trees Arrive November 29 at 8 AM...unload from truck and set up on racks for sale 

 Tree Sales November 29, 30; December 6, 7; 13, 14; 20, 21  -  Saturdays 8 am - 4 pm and Sundays 11 am - 4 pm 
 

CAPTAINS are NEEDED  

to lead selected shifts on the dates above and coordinate Elves to help with Tree Sales 

We also need Volunteer ELVES to help with various activities: 
Small Elf, 4-10 years old; help unbind delivered trees; collect loose string on ground 

Medium Elf, 10-15 years old; cut twine, gather tree stumps, rake, bring trees to tree stands 

Elf Chaperone, 20+ years old; oversee small and medium elves 

Big Elf, 16+ years old; tree sales, hold trees up for customers, deliver trees to cars 

Chainsaw Elf, Adults only; responsible for using chainsaw to cut tree bottom. 

—> It’s not too early to volunteer!  Contact Clem Lepoutre at clem@lepoutre.us <—  

*All proceeds from the Tree Sales go to support Outreach in our local, national and world community. 

mailto:darlak@fccog.org
mailto:rosemaryl@fccog.org
http://www.fccog.org
mailto:clem@lepoutre.us
http://richardlouv.com/books/last-child/
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News from The Rummage Room  
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich; 203-637-1875   

 

AUGUST: 

The Rummage Room reopened on August 25 with total sales for the day of 
$12,266.  Total sales for the week were $26,207.  The Reopening Week's net 
proceeds contribute significantly to the funds distributed each year by the 
Women's Fellowship to children's and women's organizations locally, 
nationally and internationally.  Over the past 50 years of its existence, The 
Rummage Room has made contributions of over $4 million dollars.  Everyone 
ever associated with The Rummage Room, either as a donor, shopper, 
volunteer, or staff can take great pride in these accomplishments.  

 

SEPTEMBER: 

Sales were up for the month and donations plentiful.  Plans were gearing up for The Rummage Room's  
50 year celebration in October; and then three months of heavy shopping events .... Halloween, 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

 

OCTOBER: 

The Rummage Room's festivities celebrating 50 years at 191 Sound Beach Avenue begins with a gala party 
on Saturday, October 4 from 1:00 to 3:00 pm; and on Sunday, October 5 during the 10:00 am Worship 
Service.  See details from Nancy McConnell on page 16. 

 

The Halloween Shop will open on Wednesday, October 1, with sensational costumes and decorations.  Don't 
miss the Halloween windows decorated by Maria Drieghe and Nancy Hamilton from donations given by 
you, our donors.  The windows will undoubtedly win awards, as they do every year! 

 

WISH LIST FOR OCTOBER:  Everything for Halloween! 

 

SHOP HOURS:  Monday-Friday 10:00 am-5:00 pm & Saturday 10:00 am-1:00 pm. 

 

DONATION HOURS:  Monday-Thursday 9:30 am - 4:30 pm & Friday-Saturday 9:30 am-12:30 pm. 

 

Thanks to The Women's Fellowship for beginning this act of love in 1964  
to help make life better for those less fortunate. 

Especially For Moms of  Very  Young Children 

 
If you have a baby, toddler and/or 2 year old, join us for an opportunity to 

meet and relax with other moms and their young kids.  The group meets the 
2nd and 4th Friday of every month (October 10 and 24 this month) from  

9:30–10:30 am in Room104.  For more information, contact  
Kristen Jacks at kmj33z@yahoo.com or call her at 203-344-1961.  

mailto:kmj33z@yahoo.com
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         OC T O B E RB I RT H D AY S  

10/01  James Dow 

10/01  Glendon Breismeister 

10/02  Mary Maarbjerg 

10/02  Shawn Asselin 

10/02  Thomas Kimberlin 

10/03  Anne Mallory 

10/03  Taylor Griffin 

10/04  Nicole Fossum Vardakas 

10/05  Caroline Kelly 

10/06  Gary Riddell 

10/06  Katie Riley 

10/07  Hermine Brindak 

10/07  Ann Gaulocher 

10/07  Lori White 

10/07  David Platter 

10/08  Nancy McLarnan 

10/08  Kevin Kimberlin 

10/08  Virginia Rose 

10/08  Dan Mackell 

10/08  Allison Coleman 

10/08  Frederick Lorthioir 

10/09  Andrea Osker 

10/10  Eileen Medvey 

10/10  Mary Ferry 

10/10  Janna Saari 

10/10  Theodore Hoster 

10/10  Eileen Grace 

10/10  Ann Carey 

10/10  Marcie Molloy 

10/10  Kate Wilfert 

10/10  Nicole Wheaton 

10/10  Kendall Schrohe 

10/11  Robert MacLea 

10/11  Robert Wolfe 

10/11  Barbara Van Buren 

10/11  Joyce Ferris 

10/11  Christina Olson 

10/11  Christian Montalvo 

10/11  Charles Teeters 

10/11  James Perry 

10/12  Monique Christensen 

10/13  Kenneth Olson 

10/13  Luke Koppenheffer 

10/14  Meghan Brady 

10/14  Anne Wachsman 

10/14  Lesly Merlin 

10/15  Rex Howland 

10/15  Jennie Olmsted 

10/16  Marcia Livingston 

10/16  Gunnar Klintberg 

10/16  Andy Taylor 

10/16  Elizabeth Mackell 

10/16  Max Dunn 

10/16  Melanie Pfetsch 

10/17  Benito Menegon 

10/17  Peter Flierl 

10/17  John Gelb 

10/17  Jean Reed 

10/17  Daniel Taylor 

10/18  Stephen Pierson 

10/18  Jerry White 

10/18  Colette Rogers 

10/18  Tennille Smith 

10/18  Reed Brady 

10/18  Emmett Witmer 

10/19  Paul Cioffari 

10/19  Charles Leigh 

10/20  Sue Asselin 

10/20  Kendrick Ng-Yow 

10/21  George Handley 

10/21  Anne Mackell 

10/21  Jos Shaver 

10/21  James Kendrick 

10/21  Elizabeth Kruger 

10/21  Hope Hicks 

10/22  Patricia Schay 

10/22  Alec Berman 

10/22  Jorn Simonsen 

10/22  Susan Heidere 

10/22  David Condon 

10/22  Nicole Healy 

10/22  Lisa Phyfe 

10/23  Paul Pacent 

10/23  Christopher Thomas 

10/23  Poppy Mikell 

10/24  Alison Clausi 

10/25  Randy Freeman 

10/25  Morgan Bennett 

10/26  Robert Goodchild 

10/26  John Windels 

10/26  Owen White 

10/27  Lois Berlin 

10/27  Sara Keller 

10/27  Sam Crihfield 

10/27  Brooke Cantwell 

10/27  Jackson Dell’Abate 

10/27  Joshua Erickson 

10/28  Kadria Sadik-Khan 

10/28  Campbell Johnson 

10/28  Thomas Glover 

10/29  Peter Kutzen 

10/30  Eamon McHugh 

10/31  Cal Jacobs 

 

 

 

L ife E vents                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

 
Baptisms: 
 

~ Tanner MacLeod Williams, son of Lesley M.  
       MacLeod & Andrew J. Williams 
 

~ Charles Campbell Williams, son of Catherine    
       Porter Smith & Andrew J. Williams 
 

~ Kellan Caroline O’Connor, daughter of   
      Elizabeth McLennan O’Connor &  
     Thomas Patrick O’Connor 
 

Deaths:   
 

~ William Osgood 
 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars: 
 

The Church Offices will be closed Monday, October 13 
in observance of Columbus Day. 
 

It’s time to “fall back” on Sunday, 
November 2 at 2 am so be sure to 
change your clocks before going to 
bed on Saturday night, November 1 
(after the Barn Dance)!  You get one 
more hour of sleep (yay!) but it will also start to get 
darker an hour earlier too (boo!). 
 

Next Meetinghouse Monthly deadline is Wed, Oct. 15. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/FCCOGCT?sk=wall
https://twitter.com/fccogct
http://instagram.com/fccogct
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXgou35EY5N803D4e_J4JNA?feature=results_main
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Bible Study with Rev. Dan England had been a meaningful part of our congregational life.  We 
want that wonderful experience to continue in our spiritual life together. Toward that end, we 
will meet following Coffee Hour on Sunday, October 5 at 11:30 am in the Lounge to discuss 
our plan and program moving forward.  Then on Sunday, November 2, we will begin the first 
session of the NEW Bible Study!  This first session will continue through December 7. 
 

Rev. Avery Manchester is delighted to have this opportunity to share in the engaging exploration of the  
foundation of our faith and life.  As the Psalmist said, “Thy word is a light unto our feet and a light unto our 
path.” And, indeed it is!  Let’s burnish the light together.  

Bible Study is Back! 

The Rummage Room 50th Anniversary Celebration!  
 
 

Please join us on Saturday, October 4 at the shop (191 Sound Beach Avenue) from 1:00 to 3:00 

pm for the town celebration of 50 years.  The Rummage Room will be open and we’ll have mu-

sic and food...and, of course, shopping!  And then on Sunday, October 5 come to church  

wearing an outfit or an accessory from the Rummage Room!  We will have a presentation and 

will pass out a booklet about our history.  The celebration will then continue at Coffee Hour. 

Don’t miss the weekend celebration! 

 

OCTOBER Responsibilities and Assignments 

Memorial Services: 
 

Carolyn MacLea - Oct. 5 

Phillip Bradford - Oct. 12 

Betsy Kreuter - Oct. 19 

Bob Small - Oct. 26 
 

 

 

 

October 5 Communion: 

Bobby Hopkins - Capt 

Pam Grunow - Set up 

Elaine Teeters - Set up 

Mary Fike - Set up 

Luis Angel-Lalanne - Set up 

Carolyn MacLea - Clean up 

Phillip Bradford - Clean up 

April Condon  - Clean up 
 

Deacon Assignments:                                                     

Invocation 
Luis Angel-Lalanne 

Hospital Notes  
Barbara Norrgard 

October Coffee Hour: 

The Rummage Room - Oct. 5 

Parish Life - Oct. 12, 19, 26 
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East Putnam Ave.  All funds 
raised will help support the 
work of Church World  
Service and two local hun-
ger agencies, Neighbor to 
Neighbor of Greenwich and 
Carver Center of Port  
Chester.   
 
We can all be proud and 
grateful that our local walks 
have made significant con-
tributions to these world-
wide and local organiza-

tions, but hunger and pov-
erty persist and the need is 
pressing.  So please make 
every effort to get involved.   

 

To find out more about 
hunger walks visit  
crophungerwalk.org or 
cwsglobal.org.    

 

Questions, contact  
Rosemary Lamie at  
RosemaryL@fccog.org. 

Join us to walk! - 
Sunday, October 5 is the 
date for the 2014 CROP 
Hunger Walk.  This is the 
7th annual hunger walk in 
the Greenwich/Port Ches-
ter/Rye area.  Walk head-
quarters and starting point 
is the Second Congrega-
tional Church of Green-
wich.  After an easy 2 mile 
walk through downtown 
Greenwich, walkers will 
finish at Christ Church on 

Greenwich / Port Chester / Rye - CROP HUNGER WALK - October 5 

Walk because you can! 

  

Faces of First Church Tom Stiers’ Recognition 

Join us on Sunday, October 19 when we welcome 
back Tom Stiers as our Guest Preacher and recog-
nize the milestone of the 50th Anniversary of his 
Ordination. There will also be a very special  
Coffee Hour following the Worship Service.  
Come and help us celebrate! 

http://www.crophungerwalk.org
http://www.cwsglobal.org
mailto:RosemaryL@fccog.org
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ctcantwells@sbcglobal.net 
or to any member of the 
Nominating Committee 
and let us know.   
 
Serving on one of the 
church's committees is a 
rewarding way to support 
the many missions of 
First Church.  

committees have clergy or 
staff members on them, 
but church volunteers rep-
resent the bulk of these 
committees.   

 

We have many commit-
tees that will require lay 
volunteers, including the 
Church, Chancel, 
Christian Outreach, 
Membership, Music, 
Parish Life, Faith 
Formation, Nominating 
and  Stewardship  
Committees, among  

The Nominating  
Committee is beginning 
its work to staff the 
church's various  
committees for the com-
ing year with volunteers 
from the congregation.   

 

The success of the 
church is dependent 
upon the support of our 
members and serving on 
one of the church's  
committees is another 
way that you can support 
First Church.  All of our 

others.  A couple of our 
Boards may require sup-
port as well, including the 
Board of Trustees and the 
Preschool Board. 

 

If you are contacted by a 
member of the Nominat-
ing Committee to serve on 
one of the above commit-
tees or boards, we ask that 
you seriously consider the 
opportunity. If you have 
an interest in serving on 
any of these committees 
please reach out to me at 

N E W S  F R O M  T H E  N O M I N A T I N G  C O M M I T T E E :  

 

A note from Past Interim Senior Pastor, Rev. John Collins...                        
 
Dear Friends, 

 
I want to express my deepest thanks to everyone who organized and contributed to my wonderful farewell 
on August 31st.  I am especially grateful to all who made gifts to the purse for me which has been a 
genuine blessing as I make the transition from one call to another.  The beautiful painting of Tod's Point 
will hang in my next office as will the Sunrise Service pictures from the Church School Task Force.  The 
Coffee Truck, the beautiful reception, the special music and, most of all, the outpouring of affection will 
remain with me as a very special coda to my cherished time as First Church's Interim Senior Pastor. 
 
I come away from my time with you filled with the faces of so many special people and deep gratitude for 
all the support I felt from you.  I will continue to miss working with such a fine staff and I will always be 
grateful to the lay leaders who worked so hard with me during a challenging but rewarding part of First 
Church's history.  I know that the church is in good hands as Richard walks with you into your 350th 
year.  Please know that you have my deep affection and prayers as well as my graceful thanks for all that I 
learned and experienced in ministry with you. 
 
On my last Sunday many asked where I would be going next.  I can answer that question now.  On 
November 1st I will begin a new call as the Interim Senior Minister of The First Congregational Church 
of Windsor.  My time at Greenwich will certainly be a support and blessing in my new setting. 
 
As this time of change settles into the productive work of compassion and grace, may you feel God's 
gentle embrace and love. 
 
        John 

mailto:ctcantwells@sbcglobal.net
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Event Chairs 
Nanette Laffan 

Prill Meyer 

 

Event Committee 
Laura Angel-Lalanne 

Phil Bradford 

Mariann Ekernas 

Peter Gurciullo 

Rosemary Lamie 

Mark Montgomery 

Dorothy Mueller 

Kellie Norrgard 

Carisa Sykes 

 

Event Advisors 
David Alfano 

Paul Olmsted 

Elaine Teeters 

 

 

R.S.V.P. today  

for this fun  

family event! 
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The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Ministers:  The Members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Senior Pastor:  Rev. Richard DenUyl, Jr.,  RichardD@fccog.org  

Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry:  Rev. Mark D. Montgomery, revmarkmontgomery@gmail.com 

Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care:  Rev. Avery C. Manchester, amanchester@fccog.org 

Director of Music:  Dr. Craig Scott Symons, craigs@fccog.org 

Director of Family Ministries:  Rosemary Lamie, rosemaryl@fccog.org 

Director of Church Administration and Finance:  Wayne Travis, waynet@fccog.org 

Director of Membership:  Ginny Breismeister, ginnyb@fccog.org 

Director of Communications:  Barbara Wilkov, barbaraw@fccog.org 

Parish Nurse:  Susan Asselin, RN, susana@fccog.org 

Director of Preschool:  Darla Kohler Steiner, darlak@fccog.org 

Pastors Emeriti:  Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Rev. Sally Colegrove 

Director of Music Emeritus: Dr. John Stansell 
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