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   Holy Week at First Church 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

April 13:  Palm Sunday 
Palm procession in the Meetinghouse;  

child care available   
 

April 17:  Maundy Thursday 
6:00 pm Supper and 7:00 pm Tenebrae Service 

 

April 18:  Good Friday 
12:00 pm Cross Walk to Greenwich Point 

8:00 pm Service featuring First Church Chancel Choir 
Requiem by Gabriel Fauré 

 

April 20:  Easter Sunday 
6:00 am Sunrise Service at Greenwich Point 

9:00 and 11:00 am Festival Services in the Meetinghouse  
with choirs, brass and timpani; child care available. 
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By:  Rev. John Collins 

 
“Could a greater miracle take place than for us to look through each other’s eyes for just an instant?” 

                                                                                                                              ~ Henry David Thoreau 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
I am always so grateful for the month of April.  It truly is the “Easter Month.”  For here in the Northeast, it 
is in April that the world shakes off its deep slumber and life asserts itself with astonishing profusion.  Each 
blossom that breaks free of the constraint of winter’s cold is a living symbol of God’s power to recreate the 
world.  Each greening blade of grass is an optimistic reminder of the newness possible in our own lives. 
 
April is also the month I usually open Henry David Thoreau’s masterpiece Walden again.  I have been do-
ing this since my first year in parish ministry and each spring Henry seems to say something I need to hear.  
Now that I am well into my second year as your Interim Senior Pastor, it was nice to have him remind me 
that the true significance of my days lies not in all the endless details, but in my connection to others. 
 
Thoreau couldn’t imagine a greater miracle than really seeing the world through someone else’s eyes.  This 
is a wonderful way to speak about what genuine compassion is.  For if you really did it, really put yourself 
in someone else’s head looking at the world the way they see it, you would for that moment truly under-
stand them!  It is an echo of Jesus’ wonderful commandment to “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
 
So, in this glorious “Easter Month,” I am working on true compassion.  While enjoying all that nature offers 
in this beautiful season, I will also be trying to look through the eyes of those around me, maybe even you!  
And I encourage you to try it, to realize the stunning way God can bring richness to your life by deeply  
understanding someone else.  Thoreau was right, it is a miracle.  It is a miracle that can transform the chill 
in our spirits to the flooding warmth of God’s grace. 

 

 

Speaking Pastorally 

John 

 

 

  Save the Date! 
 

 

Sunday, April 13  

Church Hall Meeting  
 

Immediately following 10 am worship  
to discuss First Church Alive updates.  Child care will be available. 
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“Musical Notes”  
 

 

First Music & Arts presents “Good Friday Concert” April 18, at 8:00 pm 
 

Our annual tradition of presenting a time to gather on Good Friday continues this year with a perform-
ance of the moving masterpiece, Requiem, by Gabriel Fauré.  Our outstanding Chancel Choir and soloists, 
Hanna Golodinskii, soprano, and Thomas Woodman, bass, will be accompanied on the organ by our  
Director of Music Dr. Craig Scott Symons. 

 

This will be a special performance dedicated to the memory of Timothy  
Manchester, the son of Rev. Avery Manchester, who tragically lost his life on 
May 1, 2013.  Faure’s setting of the Requiem is Avery’s favorite and will be a 
very special way of honoring Tim’s life. 

 

Composed between the years of 1887 and 1890, Fauré had no clear reasons 
for writing this work, other than “…for pleasure, if I may call it that!”  Originally, the score was for or-
chestra, chorus, soloists, and organ, and was sung in Latin.  Later, in 1899-1900, Fauré re-scored it for 
full orchestra and it was first performed in Paris at the Trocadéro in 1900 for the Exposition Universelle 
with over 250 performers.  The first performance in the United States took place at the Curtis Institute of 
Music in 1931. 

 

Please plan to attend this concert as a way of continuing your Holy Week journey.  A free-will offering 
will be received to support the ongoing work of the First Music & Arts outreach ministry of this church. 

  

For Moms of  Very  Young 

Children —  

Join us in April 
 
 

 

If you have a baby, toddler and/or 2 year old, 
join us for an opportunity to meet and relax  
with other 
moms and their 
young kids. 
The group 
meets the 2nd 
and 4th Friday 
of every month (April 11 and 25 this 
month) from 9:30–10:30 am in 
Room104.  For more information, contact 
Kristen Jacks at kmj33z@yahoo.com or call 
her at 203-344-1961.  

 

REMINDER! 
 

THE COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY LOAN FUND 

(the "CULF") 

 
 APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED  

FOR THE 2014-2015 ACADEMIC YEAR 
 

For information and CULF applications and 
agreements please go to the church website at 
www.fccog.org, click on the  "About Us" tab, and 
scroll down to the College and University Loan 
Fund.  Loan applications and agreements may also 
be picked up in the Church Office. 
  
Inquiries may be sent to the CULF Committee at 
CULF@fccog.org.  Please get your loan applica-
tions in by May 15, 2014 to ensure timely action 
for the 2014-2015 academic year! 

mailto:kmj33z@yahoo.com
http://www.fccog.org
mailto:CULF@fccog.org
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Q & A about FCCOG 
 

with Senior Deacon Elaine Teeters and Trustees Chair David Alfano 

 
 

Q: How can I get involved in the exciting momentum within our Church family? 
 

A: There are so many new and exciting opportunities to get involved with at First Church.  As our First 
Church Alive Committee moves forward there are several opportunities to participate in Church 
Governance Review, Welcoming and Membership Initiatives.  Our Trustees will be examining the 
church health care plan - if this is something you have a talent for or are interested in, let us know.  
How many great fundraising ideas have you heard of and thought would be great community 
building events - come join us on the Fundraising Committee and help make them happen.  Did 
you know that our church will be celebrating our 350th anniversary next year?  Here is a great 
opportunity to make that milestone memorable - all ideas are welcome.  The list goes on and there 
are so many wonderful existing opportunities to participate in our church family - there is truly 
something for everyone.  If you would like to get involved, just let us know. 

 
Q: What is the current policy regarding alcohol consumption at FCCOG? 
 

A: At the moment there is no formal written policy in place in regard to alcohol consumption at 
FCCOG.  This has been a topic of much discussion and has been brought to the Church 
Committee on several occasions.  The oral history, as we have been told, is that in the past we held 
Alcoholics Anonymous meetings at FCCOG and, out of respect and support, we informally 
committed to no alcohol consumption on church grounds.  More recent discussions have been 
related to fundraising and facility rental opportunities that are lost because of our informal, or lack 
of, policy in this area.  The consensus at the March Church Committee meeting was that we should 
move forward with a formal policy allowing consumption of alcohol at FCCOG under certain 
situations and within legal and fiscal parameters.  As a result, we have commissioned a joint sub-
committee with the Board of Trustees and Church Committee to create a written policy addressing 
this.  We appreciate that this is a sensitive issue and a cultural change for our congregation.  If you 
have any thoughts you would like to share as we develop this policy, please email us at 
JDTeeters@yahoo.com or David@AlfanoCPA.com. 

 
Q: What is the status of 11 Forest Avenue? 
 

A: The Renovations are nearly complete and we are currently waiting on the Certificate of Occupancy 
to be issued by the Town of Greenwich.  For personal reasons, Craig has decided to retain his 
residence at 106 Sound Beach Avenue, so we will be listing the property for rent with Bobbie 
Hopkins.  If you know of anyone interested in the property, please let her know. 

 
Email your questions for future issues to  

jdteeters@yahoo.com or david@alfanocpa.com. 
 

mailto:JDTeeters@yahoo.com
mailto:David@AlfanoCPA.com
mailto:jdteeters@yahoo.com
mailto:david@alfanocpa.com
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From the                    … Is It Spring Yet?                                  by Sue Asselin, RN 

 
 

As I write this we are expecting another late March freeze overnight.  Hopefully by the time you get this 
newsletter, April will bring some warmer weather, motivating us to get outside more often and take on some 
new activities.  Spring is a time of hope and new beginnings, and a good time for making some healthy life-
style changes.  Did you know the Wellness Committee provides resources for motivation toward healthier 
lifestyles?  In Room 203, the Parish Nurse’s office, there is a lending library of books and tapes to help nour-
ish one’s mind, body and soul.  There are recipes, motivational walking tapes, and a variety of healthy diets 
offered.  And, your Parish Nurse is available for motivation and confidential consultation.  If you would like 
any inspiration, support or resources for your own spring health initiatives, come and see me in Room 203. 
I’m here on Tuesdays and Thursdays 10:00 am-3:00 pm, and Sundays 10:00 am-12:00 pm, and can be 
reached at extension 21. 

 

On March 4 we welcomed Erica Christ, a dietitian from Greenwich Hospital’s Center for Healthy Living. 
Members of FCCOG welcomed many visitors who enjoyed a healthy lunch while Erica answered everything 
we could ask from “soup to nuts.”      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On March 23 we welcomed Roni Lang, a social worker from Greenwich Hospital’s Center for Healthy  
Aging.  Roni led an insightful discussion on how to support a friend who is going through illness or loss. She 
offered some guidelines of “do’s and don’ts”, and we all shared some anxieties and success stories.  We left 
feeling better equipped to be fully present to our friends and neighbors and offer help when they are not feel-
ing well.  Written materials offered that day are available in Room 203 on the counter.  Roni’s talk was  
audio-recorded and is available on the church website homepage at fccog.org under “News You Can Use.” 

 

A heart-felt “THANK YOU” goes out to all those who took the time to be certified in CPR in March. 
Nearly 30 people were newly certified or recertified in CPR and the use of our AED (defibrillator).  We are 
grateful for people who care enough to spend their time getting trained to help others.  We also owe  
Greenwich EMS a debt of gratitude for the greatly reduced rates they provide to us, enabling the church to 
cover this cost.  Not to mention, the instructors are top-notch and the training seems to get better each year. 
Thank you GEMS!                 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.fccog.org
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Memorial Day Parade!  We Need You! 
 

We are trying to raise a flotilla of people for the Memorial Day Parade to show all of Greenwich what fantastic 
Children and Youth Programs we have at our church!  The idea is to have a colorful and clever float -- perhaps 
made to look like a giant popcorn machine, but Mark is still cogitating on that -- to glide down Sound Beach 
Avenue chock full of kids and young people.  The message?  If you have children and you want to involve 
them in a local church, look no further.  They'll be joining robust programs of First Church with plenty of 
others who enjoy being involved. 
 
But, for this to work, we need lots of children and youth on that float.  (A half a dozen will send 
entirely the wrong message).  There'll be popcorn to hand out, high hats to wear, banners to 
wave and cool music will be adding to the festivities. The date is Monday, May 26.  We will 
line up at 9:30 am (at a location to be announced).  And, of course, the parade will end right in 
front of the church where we will have further information about all the opportunities we have at our church. 
 
To sign up, see Rosemary, Mark or Dan or call the Church Office.  This will be fun!! 

 

 

Rick Derr 
Chairman 

 

Pat Mendelsohn 

Vice Chairman 

 

David Alfano 

 

Marty Berlin 

 

Frosty Freidman 

 

Olga Hartwell 

 

Kristen Jacks 

 

Paul Olmsted 

 

Rick Woodman 

 

Email us at: 

search@fccog.org 

 

 Report of the Senior Pastor Search Committee 

Your Senior Pastor Search Committee has been meeting weekly and been working 
diligently and efficiently throughout the past months.   

 

We are pleased to tell you that we are well into our national search for our next 
Senior Pastor.  Our position is posted on the UCC website in the Search and Call 
listing of open positions for all ministers to see.  We also did a mailing to the  
primary pastors of the 325 largest UCC churches.  In this mailing, we encouraged 
these pastors to consider applying for or to mention our opportunity to excellent 
pastors that they know.  In addition, we sent a similar mailing to pastors who were 
recommended to us by members of our congregation.  If you know of an excellent 
pastor that we should contact, please let us know. 

 

We have received many Ministerial Profiles from UCC ministers who wish to be 
considered for our position.  Each of these candidates is evaluated for potential fit 
from their Profile, as well as by other available resources such as their church’s 
website, recorded sermons, etc.  If a candidate appears to be a potential fit from 
this initial review, we then begin an interview process.  We are pleased with the 
candidates we have so far, but we would also like to make sure we get all the  
excellent candidates that are available.  We will continue to use networking and 
mailings to uncover good potential candidates. 

 

Of course, the big question is always: “How long will it be until we have our next 
Senior Pastor?”  We wish we could forecast this, but we can’t.  Until we find the 
right candidate, we will not know how long it will take to find him or her.  All we 
can do is to continue to press forward with as much effort and focus as possible, as 
we have been.  We are all very anxious to complete this task – but we are also fo-
cused on finding the best possible candidate for our church at this time. 

mailto:search@fccog.org
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                 Avery’s Book Corner for April 
 

 

 

This month’s book recommendation is Immortal Diamond:  Searching for Our True Self  by Richard 
Rohr.  This book is a splendid exploration of our inner preciousness.  

 

In his bestselling book, “Falling Upward,” Father Richard Rohr talked about ego 
(or the False Self) and how it gets in the way of spiritual maturity.  But if there's 
a False Self, is there also a True Self?  What is it?  How is it found?  Why does it 
matter?  And what does it have to do with the spiritual journey?  This book likens 
True Self to a diamond, buried deep within us, formed under the intense pressure 
of our lives, that must be searched for, uncovered, separated from all the debris of 
ego that surrounds it.  In a sense True Self must, like Jesus, be resurrected, and 
that process is not resuscitation but transformation. 
 

“Immortal Diamond” explores the deepest questions of identity, spirituality, and 
meaning in Richard Rohr's inimitable style. 

         

 Chili Cookers Also Needed  

for Chili Challenge!  
 

Are you up for a Chili Challenge?  

 

We’re looking for a group of chili cookers to  

represent First Church at the 1st Annual Charity 

Chili Challenge sponsored 

by the North Stamford Ex-

change Club and being held 

on Sunday, April 27, 1:00-

4:00 pm at Trinity Catholic 

High School in Stamford. 

The event benefits the Exchange Club Parenting 

Skills Center, which works tirelessly to help  

prevent and stop child abuse in Fairfield County 

while strengthening families. If you’re interested in 

entering or would like more information, contact 

Barbara Wilkov at barbaraw@fccog.org or  

203-637-1791 x24. 

                                        

 

Soup Kitchen Volunteers –  
Making Food to Feed Our Neighbors and Friends 

 
 
 

Thank you to Rosemary Lamie and the 4th and 
5th graders for cooking chili in March. 
 
While we have some wonderful volunteer teams 
signed up to cook chili in April, May and June, we 
are still in need of a team to cook chili for July 7 
and August 7.   
 

The prep work and cooking can 
be scheduled for either the  
Friday, Saturday or Sunday  
before these dates. 
 
To sign up your volunteer team, contact Tom Ma-
honey at  
fccoghungermission@gmail.com. 
 
Financial Assistance Needed 
The ingredients to make salad and chili every 
month cost approximately $150.  Our budget for 
the current fiscal year is in danger of running out of 
funds.  Please consider making a donation to the 
church to keep this vital outreach activity alive. 

mailto:barbaraw@fccog.org
mailto:fccoghungermission@gmail.com
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APRIL Responsibilities and Assignments 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Deacon Assignments:                                                      

Invocation - Wendy Reynolds 

Hospital Notes - Paul Olmsted 
 

Memorial Service: 

Johann Thalheim - April 6 

Pam Grunow - April 13 

John Denne - April 20 

Phillip Bradford - April 27 

 

April 6 Communion: 
 

Wendy Reynolds - Capt 

Chris Cantwell - Set up 

April Condon - Set up 

Bob Small - Set up 

Luis Angel-Lalanne - Set up 

Mary Fike - Clean up 

Bobbie Hopkins  - Clean up 

Carolyn MacLea  - Clean up 

 

 

 

 

 
God calls us to be a light in the world.  How do we live our lives and become a light for those in our 
community and our world?  This year our 2014 Lenten Offering will allow us to live Our Church's Wider 
Mission and support programs that extend our outreach to those in our community and beyond and to be a 
light in the world.  Our contributions will be used for the following programs: 
 

To support the Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM) of the CT Conference which helps the wider 
ministries of the UCC including:  

 Programs to help feed the hungry and the homeless in Connecticut. 
 Fostering the development of new Church leaders by giving youth  

life-changing experiences at Silver Lake Conference Center. 
 Disaster Relief for those impacted by events like Hurricane Sandy. 
 

To support HomeFront and their mission to keep low-income neighbors in their 
homes with an improved quality of life through the completion of repairs at no cost 
to them.   

 We are working with HomeFront to find a couple of light construction/
repair projects in the  local area and pull together a group of mission 
volunteers to work on the project.   

 Our contributions to the Lenten Offering will help defray costs for materials that may be 
needed for these projects as well as support larger repair projects HomeFront has underway.   

 Mark your calendar for Saturday, May 3 and join our First Church HomeFront Mission 
Group to work on the selected projects. 

 
Our Lenten Offering serves as one of our major fund-raising opportunities of the year and it concludes at 
Easter.  Join us in being a shining light and supporting Our Church’s Wider Mission by giving a donation to 
our 2014 Lenten Offering today.  Donation envelopes will be mailed to you and will also be available in the 
pews.  You can also drop a check off at the Church Office marked “2014 Lenten Offering.”  Thank you! 

 

 

 

   

  

    

 

 

 

Lenten Offering 2014 

Coffee Hour  
Committee Hosts: 

 

Membership Committee -   
First 2 weeks 

 

Faith Formation Committee -  

Last 2 weeks 
 



10  The Meet inghouse Monthly  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 
November 3:   Regular Church School; Youth Choir Sings in Church 

November 10:   Veterans’ Day Weekend; Service Sunday focus on Inspirica 

November 17:   Regular Church School 

November 24:  Harvest Sunday; All Choirs Sing; Bring bag(s) of non-perishable groceries for 
 Neighbor to Neighbor and H.O.M.E. Co-op in Orland, Maine Food Pantries 

December 1:   Thanksgiving Weekend; 1st Sunday of Advent; Service Sunday; Advent “Make 
 Your Own” Craft Workshop 2:00 - 4:00 pm (see inside back cover for details). 

 

 Special Holy Week Events for Children and Families 

 

Sunday, April 13 PALM SUNDAY 10:00 am Worship:  Children will  
   join in the Palm Procession on their way to hear a  
   Children’s Message.  Followed by a special program  
   about the first Palm Sunday. 

 

Thursday, April 17 MAUNDY THURSDAY 6:00 pm:  Dinner and  
   worship with Communion when we commemorate Jesus’ Last Supper 
   with his Disciples. 

 

Saturday, April 19 EASTER SATURDAY 10:00 am – 12:00 Noon in the Daniels Center 
   and the Meetinghouse:   
   Part 1 in the Daniels Center:  Bring the Egg Coloring fuss to us!  You 
   provide your own hardboiled eggs ready to decorate and we will have  
   all the supplies.   
   Part 2 in the Meetinghouse:  Family Scavenger Hunt to learn about  
   the week before Easter and what we celebrate. 

 

  

 

 

Sign up on the easel in the Undercroft or see, call or email Rosemary Lamie at 203-637-1791  
ext. 20 or RosemaryL@fccog.org.  

 

There is no admission charge but please be sure to let us know your family is coming  
so we can be ready for you. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, April 20 EASTER MORNING   

   6:00 am Sunrise Service at the Beach:  Youth-Led Service 

   9:00 and 11:00 am:  Worship in the Meetinghouse. Child Care  

   available at both services.  Rev. Collins preaching at the 9:00 am service; 
   Rev. Montgomery preaching at 11:00 am. 

 

Other Important Dates in April:   April 4-6 Confirmation Retreat at Silver Lake; April 27 
Spring Visit to Pilgrim Towers after Worship 

mailto:RosemaryL@fccog.org


11 The Meet inghouse Monthly  

 

Sign Your Children Up for  

Silver Lake this Summer! 
 

Last summer, a record number of children from 
FCCOG discovered or rediscovered the joy, fun 
and new friendships at Silver Lake in Sharon, CT.  
Silver Lake, AKA “God’s Backyard,” is our 

church’s summer camp.  If 
you have a child or teen 
between the ages of 8 
(going into 4th grade) and 
18, don’t miss the chance 
for them to experience this 

amazing place and its amazing grace.  Registration 
has begun and, since many conferences fill up 
quickly, please visit their website soon to explore 
and sign up! Go to www.silverlakect.org and click 
on the registration button to register for an awe-
some summer conference, today!!!  It’s immediate, 
safe, easy and available 24/7!  Watch our kids talk 
about their summers at Silver Lake...visit fccog.org 
(link under News You Can Use). 

Meet Our “New” Director of  

Family Ministries 
 

On Monday, March 3, the Church Committee 
voted to change Rosemary Lamie’s title from  
Director of Church School to Director of Family 
Ministries.  You may ask, “why?”  Rosemary ex-
plains, “In years past it was common for someone 
in my position to be called the Coordinator,  
Superintendant or Director of the Church School. 
Often this position in other churches was part-
time.  However, in recent years - part-time or full 
time - most of my colleagues in and outside of CT 
are called Director of Christian Education,  
Director of Children and Family Ministries, and, 
most recently, Director of Faith Formation.  Al-
though Director of Christian Education is familiar, 
it is not in line with current practice in the field.  
Director of Faith Formation for us would not 
work now because we are not clear on what that 
means for our congregation.”  So, Director of 
Family Ministries it is.  And no matter what her 
title, we at FCCOG are very lucky to have her! 

      
How the CT Conference of the UCC Has Enhanced My Ministry at First Church by Rosemary Lamie 

 

Recently our church leadership had a conversation with Kent Siladi, the CT Conference Minister, as part of the 
Conference’s “Ears to the Ground” Listening Program across the state.  Kent asked us what the Conference has done, and 
can do, to support our ministries.  Since supporting the Conference is part of our Lenten Offering this year (Our Church’s 
Wider Mission), I thought I would share my answer with the congregation. 

 

For me, the UCC is as close as Hartford.  As our church’s Christian Educator, Church School Director, and Faith 
Formation leader for children and families, much of my inspiration, education and support comes from the 
conference’s  Minister of Faith Formation, Youth and Young Adult Ministry Team-Growing Together, Karen Ziel.  
Karen is a very special and highly skilled curator of resources for all UCC churches in CT.  She also ministers with grace 
and a deep spirituality.  For me, especially, she has been the one constant in my 12 years of ministry here at First Church. 
Her work and salary are supported by Our Church’s Wider Mission funds. 

 

But the conference has done more for me…us…too.  At least twice a year, there are gatherings for all 240 UCC churches 
in CT which are inspirational as well as educational.  Through creative worship, keynote speakers and workshops, I have 
learned so much that has informed my work in our church.  I often glean ideas from other churches in CT from the 
Conference website and the national UCC website, as well.  These events are also supported by Our Church’s Wider 
Mission funds. 

 

And what about Silver Lake Conference Center?  I attended many family retreats in the mid 90’s, several confirmation 
retreats over the years and have witnessed the pure joy of our children who have “discovered” Silver Lake summer 
programs and cannot get enough!  I have formed lasting relationships by being there with other church members AND, 
finally, there is no dollar value that can be put on the inspirational possibilities of that beautiful, natural, sacred place. 
Again, funded by Our Church’s Wider Mission.                                                                                          

http://www.silverlakect.org
http://www.fccog.org/
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2014 FCCOG Men’s Retreat 

 
Join us on Friday, April 25 for our 2014 Men’s Retreat at North 
Greenwich Congregational Church, 606 Riversville Road (at inter-
section with John Street), Greenwich, 203-869-7763.  We will 
gather at 5:30 pm for fellowship, followed by dinner at 7:00 pm and 
our fabulous program with Daniel Martin (see more info below) at 
8:00 pm.  The program will conclude by 10:00 pm. The cost for the 
evening is $25 and all are invited.  
 
To attend, please RSVP to the Church Office at 203-637-1791 or to jcollins@fccog.org.  

 
Daniel Martin offers consulting, facilitation, training and coaching, in both the private and non-profit 
worlds, in the fields of personal, organizational and social change, with an emphasis 
on the deeper (spiritual) dimensions of life, like meaning and purpose, and values and 
ethics. He does this primarily through the art of Dialogue, which he defines as skilled 
interaction for creative outcomes.  
 
Born in Belfast, Ireland, Danny worked as a priest in Kenya during the seventies.  In 
the eighties he wrote a Ph.D on ecology and theology with Thomas Berry and worked 
for the UN Environment Program.  In the nineties he helped create an Earth Charter 
for the 1992 UN Earth Summit and offered programs to help integrate this moral/ethical dimension into 
private and professional life. In the ‘00s he developed programs in dialogue for organizations and their lead-
ers.  More recently he has worked with a number of towns in the New England area, where he now lives with 
his wife, Ann, to create a (replicable) model for sustainability that is founded on a values/ethical approach.  
Visit his website at: www.dannymartin.org. 

New Member Orientation Opportunities 
Would you like to explore becoming a member of 
First Church?  You will have two op-
portunities in April to participate in a 
First Church orientation session.  Join 
us on Sunday, April 6 at 11:15 am in 
the Senior Pastor’s Office or Sunday, 
April 13 at 9:15 am in the Lounge 
(child care will be provided at both  
sessions).  Then if you choose, you can join on 
Sunday, April 13.  You may RSVP to Ginny 
Breismeister (ginnyb@fccog.org) or John Collins 
(jcollins@fccog.org) or call the Church Office at 
203-637-1791 if you would like to attend one of 
these two sessions, or just drop in.  
You will be entering a fellowship of people who will 
support you, pray for you and care for you.  We hope 
you will join us. 

New Members Need You!! 
 

The Membership Committee is looking for 
individuals interested in partnering with new 
members and their families as part of a 
“mentoring” program.  “Mentors” will serve 
as a point of contact to provide information 
on all the wonderful aspects of our church 
and will remain in contact with the new 
member, as a friendly, caring and experienced 
FCCOG member.  

 

If you are interested in becoming a “mentor” 
or want more information please contact 
Ginny Breismeister at 203-637-1791 ext. 26 
or ginnyb@fccog.org. 

2013 Men’s Retreat 

mailto:jcollins@fccog.org
mailto:www.dannymartin.org
mailto:ginnyb@fccog.org
mailto:jcollins@fccog.org
mailto:ginnyb@fccog.org
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Women’s Fellowship 

 

Nights Off  in April  
 

The next gathering of the Nights Off  women’s 
fellowship group will be on Monday, April 21 
when we will meet for a 
game night!  Please bring 
along a favorite snack to 
share and whatever you 
would like to drink.  
Place and time will be 
announced in the Sunday bulletins two weeks 
before and the Friday email blast just before the 
date.  Plan to come and join us and why not in-
vite a friend to come along too! 

 
Questions, contact Shirley Flierl at 

FBTworld@aol.com or 203-629-4939. 

 

 

Kettle Quilters:  
 

Great News:  Thanks to the "extras" who came 
and helped us to get closer to the finish line, we 
will be able to have this year’s raffle quilt ready for 
the Women's Fellowship Annual Meeting on May 
14 !!  Icy winds, slippery sidewalks, blowing snow 
will be part of the memory for these hardy souls. 

 

After the completion of our historical Log Cabin 
Quilt, also named Greenwich after the Flood of 
2012, we will have the pleasure of working on a 
darling cross stitch quilt...pretty colors, easy 
stitching.  A baby quilt is also in the making. (No 
deadline here, nobody is expecting yet!). 
 

Come and join us: 
 

Mondays 9:00 am -12:00 pm 
Tuesdays 7:30 pm -9:00 pm 
 

In Room 203 (next to the kitchen)! 
 

Inge Thalheim 203-637-9614 

Hilary Lawrence 203-637-1214    

 

Mark Your Calendars! 

Save the Date!  
 

Women’s Fellowship  

Annual Meeting & Luncheon 
 

Who: Women’s Fellowship (all women of the 
church & guests) 
 

What: Catered Brunch. Our program will  
commemorate the 50th anniversary of The Rum-
mage Room and will feature Stefanie Kies, musical  
entertainer. Wear your favorite Rummage Room 
outfit or accessory! 
 

When: Wednesday, May 14, 2014, 11:30 am 
(The quilt raffle will be at NOON sharp.) 
 

Where: First Congregational Church Auditorium 
 

Cost:  Lunch reservations by check for $10/person 
are a MUST.  More information to come.  
 

Election of Officers and  
Vote on Charitable Allocations  

 

Hats Off  Book Discussion 
 

Our Hats Off  book group is about to start their 
first spring read on Thursday, 
March 27. The book selected is 
The Secret Keeper by Kate 
Morton. “The Secret Keeper 
explores longings and dreams, 
the lengths people go to fulfill 
them, and the consequences 
they can have.  It is a story of 
lovers, friends, dreamers, and 
schemers told—in Morton’s 
signature style—against a backdrop of events that 
changed the world.”  

 

Come join us on Thursday mornings from 10-
11:30 am in the Lounge.  Books will be available in 
the Church Office.  Please call Debbie Berner (203-
629-1110) with any questions. 

mailto:FBTworld@aol.com
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The Summer Program at First Church Preschool 2014 

 
 

 
 

The Summer Program at First Church Preschool is designed for children between the ages of 3 and 5 years  
(i.e. must be between turning 3 by 12/31/14 and entering kindergarten in September 2014).  The program 
consists of three 2-week sessions: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

All sessions include arts & crafts, water play, playground time, and snacks. 

 

Seahorses:  3 year-olds only attend Tues, Wed, Thurs 9:00 am-12:00 pm.  Children must be toilet trained. 
 

*Cost per full 2-week session:  $350 

*Cost per one-week only session:  $200  
 

4 & 5 Year-Olds:  Attend Monday – Friday 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.  These children bring a lunch from home.  
 

*Cost per full 2-week sessions 1 & 3:  $600; Cost per full 2-week session 2:  $550 

*Cost per one-week only of sessions 1 & 3:  $325; Cost per one-week only of session 2:  $275 
 

Contact Information: 

First Church Preschool, 108 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich, CT 06870 
203-637-5430; E-Mail: darlak@fccog.org  

www.firstchurchpreschool.org 

Session 1:  June 16 – June 27:  Our World of Sports:  Children 
participate in a variety of fun sports and physical activities that 
get their bodies moving and their game on! 

Session 2:  June 30 – July 11 (closed 7/4):  The Arts Factory:  
Children imagine, design, and create within different media, 
including art, music, and dance. 

Session 3:  July 14 – July 25:  Little Scientists:  Exploration, 
experimentation, and discovery are encouraged through 
children’s interactions with their natural environment. 

mailto:darlak@fccog.org
http://www.firstchurchpreschool.org
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 Happy Spring from The Rummage Room  
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich; 203-637-1875   

 

 APRIL EVENTS CALENDAR: 
 

Monday, March 31:  Manager Maria will have 50% off different types of Spring clothing and other items 
through Saturday. Winter is finally over and we are truly grateful for the beauty awakening around us. 
 

Tuesday, April 1:  April Fool's Day!!!  It is a Rummage Room tradition to have live mannequins in the windows 
from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm to amaze, amuse and surprise you.  This year The Rummage Room is privileged to have 
two highly entertaining mannequins making their debut ... the REVEREND JOHN 'Cool' COLLINS and the 
REVEREND MARK 'Elvis' MONTGOMERY.  They will be playing their guitars and perhaps singing a few tunes 
between 2:00 pm and 2:30 pm.  Come and see all the live mannequins and join the fun throughout the day. 
 

Friday, April 18:  In Celebration of Good Friday, The Rummage Room will be closed.  Open on Saturday 
from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. 
 

Tuesday, April 22:  Today is Earth Day:  One of the many benefits of The Rummage Room is that it was 
green long before it was cool to be green.  The shop has always honored the 3 R's of conservation ... reduce, 
reuse, and recycle 
 

Tuesday, April 29:  The annual 'Thank You Breakfast' for The RR volunteers will be held at 9:00 am in the 
church auditorium. It will be hosted by Manager Maria and The RR Committee, Prill Meyer and Persis 
Alden, co-chairs; committee members, Erna Olson, Lynda Elliott, Tommy Starkweather, Marsha Livingston, 
Mary Jo Watson, Ginny Breismeister, and Beth Rollins; Cynthia De Riemer, chair of Allocations; Nancy 
McConnell, chair for the October 2014 50th RR celebration; and Laura Erickson, chair of Women's 
Fellowship.  
 

Shop Hours:  10:00 am to 5:00 pm Monday through Friday and 10:00 am to 1:00 pm on Saturday. 

Donation Hours:  9:30 am to 4:30 pm Monday through Thursday and 9:30 am to 12:30 pm on Friday and 
Saturday.   

Manager's Wish List:  Easter clothing and decorations, especially children's clothing!  Also, an end table and 
a dressing table. 
 

A Note of Sadness:  Thelma Colegrove, an active member of FCCOG for almost 50 years, died March 8, 
2014 at the age of 95.  Thelma was a dedicated volunteer cashier at The Rummage Room on Wednesdays for 
30 years.  A Memorial Service led by Sally Colegrove, Reverend John Collins and Reverend Mark 
Montgomery was held in the chapel on Saturday, March 15.  The family has requested that donations be 
made to FCCOG and earmarked for The Rummage Room.  We give thanks for Thelma and her amazing 
devotion to First Church and The Rummage Room.        

The Rummage Room Questionnaire: 
 

How much do you know about the Rummage Room? 

Here is a question for you to ponder.   

(The answer will be in next month’s Meetinghouse 

Monthly): 
 

Why is October 1, 2014 such an important date ? 
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         A P R I LB I R T H D AY S  

04/01  Hope Leizear 

04/01  Russell Pruner 

04/01  Luke Crihfield 

04/01  Catherine Williams 

04/02  Virginia Breismeister 

04/02  Ian Brash 

04/03  Dana Dolloff 

04/03  Paul O'Gorman 

04/03  Cliff Anderson 

04/03  Elizabeth Mendelsohn 

04/03  Virginia Stewart 

04/04  James Anderson 

04/04  Lori Ann Griffin 

04/04  Cole Janelli 

04/05  Elizabeth Seibert 

04/05  Betsy Sandberg 

04/05  Elizabeth Goodchild 

04/05  Rachel Blandori 

04/06  Judith Gordon 

04/06  Carole Lang 

04/06  Carol Pollack 

04/06  Christopher Sotzing 

04/06  Genevieve Kimberlin 

04/06  Kaela Buggy 

04/07  John Collins 

04/07  Peggy Beecher 

04/07  Kristin Taylor 

04/07  Laura Nugent 

04/07  Kimberly Pacent 

04/07  John Lloyd Enquist 

04/08  Sara Perelli-Minetti 

04/08  Dee Robarts 

04/08  Gail Bertuzzi 

04/08  Chang Wachsman 

04/08  Kelsey McHugh 

04/09  Skyler Serenbetz 

04/09  Ryerson Burdick 

04/10  Bobbi Hanson 

04/10  Andrea Fossum Atkins 

04/10  Jeffrey Sahrbeck 

04/10  Nikola Newcomer 

04/11  Amy Morgan 

04/11  William Dakin 

04/11  Peter McHugh 

04/11  Thomas Oppedisano 

04/11  Matthew Ryckman 

04/12  Lynn O'Gorman 

04/12  Christina Schoen 

04/12  Meg Thomas 

04/12  Jane Haviland 

04/12  Nora Houseknecht 

04/12  Ava Kilmurray 

04/13  Auddy Brooks 

04/13  Kristina Berlin 

04/13  Lauren Mikell 

04/13  Matthew Klingner 

04/14  Richard Nelli 

04/14  Caroline McLennan 

04/14  Gillian Woodman 

04/14  Brecky Huth 

04/14  Stephanie Woodman 

04/14  Anni Unger 

04/15  Erlinda Haviland 

04/15  Jonathan Ryckman 

04/15  Suzanne McCue 

04/15  Jennifer Pratt 

04/15  Kelsey Ingraham 

04/15  Sara T DeFazio 

04/16  Marion Nolan 

04/16  Kara Donahue 

04/16  John Gelb 

04/16  Donald Haviland 

04/17  Johann Thalheim 

04/17  Jillian Fryback 

04/17  Ted Davis 

04/17  Jamie Crawford 

04/17  Blake Newcomer 

04/18  Scott Tagliarino 

04/18  Margaret Dempsey 

04/18  Laurence White 

04/18  Elizabeth Schrohe 

04/18  David Fraser 

04/19  Robert Ferry 

04/19  Bert Pulitzer 

04/19  Steven Standish 

04/19  Jeffrey Whitehilll 

04/19  David Alfano 

04/19  Anna Paskausky 

04/19  Sarah MacDougall 

04/19  Henry Wheelock 

04/19  Caroline Sproule 

04/20  Kenneth Bonnet 

04/20  Timothy Coleman 

04/20  Caroline Keller 

04/21  Sylvia Roberts 

04/21  Alexander Brash 

04/21  Courtney Jewett 

04/21  Caroline Kolb 

04/21  Margo Teeters 

04/22  Emily Hunt 

04/22  Hannah Ginste 

04/23  Michael Bacon 

04/23  Jean Bradley 

04/23  Andrew O'Donnell 

04/24  Joan Torelli 

04/24  Ronald Blasberg 

04/24  David Bradley 

04/24  James Standish 

04/24  J. Q. Norrgard 

04/25  Todd Ives 

04/25  Anne Pfetsch 

04/25  Amie Hogan 

04/25  Sarah Bodenstein 

04/26  James Sotzing 

04/26  Pamela Speer 

04/26  Michael Simko 

04/26  Laura Erickson 

04/26  Alan Schay 

04/27  William Schmitt 

04/27  Ginny Allen 

04/27  Henry Hartwell 

04/27  Will Grunow 

04/28  Henry Huth 

04/28  Gordon Johnson 

04/28  Charlie Stuckey 

04/29  Lynn Hawxhurst 

04/29  Patrice Anibal 

04/29  John Unger 

04/30  Claire Henry 

04/30  David Ayres 

04/30  Fred Pfetsch 

04/30  Colin Crihfield 

04/30  Cameron DelCristo 

 

Do You Need … ?  Do You Have … ? 
 

If there are high school students who have services to 

offer, such as babysitting, yard work, running 

errands, etc., and/or congregation members who 

have an item they are looking to part with or an item 

or service they are in need of, please contact Barbara 

Wilkov at barbaraw@fccog.org or 203-637-1791 ext. 

24 and she will “advertise” your services or items in 

this space. 

L ife E vents:  
 

Deaths 
Joan Barnum 

Thelma Colegrove 
Gloria Ekens 

Edward Simmons 
Karl Stanley 

mailto:barbaraw@fccog.org
https://www.facebook.com/FCCOGCT?sk=wall
https://twitter.com/fccogct
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXgou35EY5N803D4e_J4JNA?feature=results_main
http://instagram.com/fccogct
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Bible Breakfast and Bible Jeopardy 

Visit our Photo Gallery to view more event photos: 
www.fccog.org/photo-gallery/  
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4th and 5th Graders 

http://www.fccog.org/photo-gallery/
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Easter Memorial/Honor Flowers and Brass 
 

The Chancel Committee invites contributions for flowers in the Meetinghouse this Easter and the Church 
Committee also invites contributions for Easter Brass. You may give to one, the other or both.  Any amount is 
welcome.  Please deliver the completed form with your check to the Church Office  (payable to The First 
Congregational Church of Greenwich) on or before Sunday, April 13.  PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY. 
Thank you. 

 

Please accept my contribution to (check 1 or both):  _____ Easter Flower Fund  _____ Easter Brass 

 

In Memory of: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In Honor of:  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

By: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Enclosed is my check in the amount of $_______________ 

 

 

Bible Study 

 

Bible Study for the month of April will be interrupted by Palm Sunday and Easter  but we'll get in one 
more of the Stories behind the Psalms on April 6.  Quite a few of our sessions have been postponed or 
missed for one reason or another; it is likely that we can continue this series into May.   
 
Basically, we are following David's life from the time before he becomes 
King and through the many dangers, toils and snares that befall him.  It is 
interesting to see how he handles these difficulties and it is instructive to 
understand how he turns his troubles into a way to become even closer to 
God. 
 
So join us at 11:20 am in the Lounge, even  if you have not been able to 
come before. 
 
Led by Dan England 
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Women’s Fellowship 44th Annual Quilt Raffle 
 

The Kettle Quilters have created a beautiful queen size quilt 
for the Women's’ Fellowship quilt raffle.  This year it is done 
in a liberal version of the classical Log Cabin pattern and has 
been named Greenwich after Sandy (pictured here).  Our 
beloved Kettle Quilters painstakingly did the quilting.  It will 
be raffled off at the Spring Luncheon on Wednesday, May 14.   
 

Please use the form below to order your tickets.  Tickets will 
also be on sale at The Rummage Room, at Coffee Hour and in 
the Church Office in the weeks leading up to the luncheon, 
but please don’t delay.  Fill out the form below and drop it off 
or mail it to the Church.  Your tickets will be filled out by the 
committee and your stubs held for you at the luncheon, unless 
you prefer they be mailed to you.  You need not be present to 
win.  All proceeds from this raffle will support charitable 
organizations that benefit women, children and families.   
 

We are grateful to our dedicated group of Kettle Quilters who 
continue the tradition of providing heirloom quilts year after 
year.  We thank them and our faithful Church Community for 
the continued support of the mission of Women’s Fellowship.  
 

If you have questions, please contact:  Laura Erickson at lerick67@gmail.com.  Thank you!  
 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 

 

Name:   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone Number:  ___________________ E-Mail (optional): _______________________________ 
 

This year individual tickets are being sold for $10 each and there will be a limit of 1000 tickets sold.     
     

# of Tickets:     x $10.00 =   Total Enclosed:  ___________________________ 
 

I would like my stubs (check one):           Held for me at the luncheon   ____ Returned to me via mail 
 

Checks may be made out to “Women’s Fellowship.”  

Please return the form and payment to the Church Office at  

108 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich, CT  06870; Attn:  Quilt Committee 

mailto:lerick67@gmail.com
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The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Ministers:  The Members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Interim Senior Pastor:  Rev. John W. Collins, jcollins@fccog.org  

Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry:  Rev. Mark D. Montgomery, revmarkmontgomery@gmail.com 

Associate Pastor for Communication and Adult Education:  Rev. Daniel B. England, dengland@fccog.org 

Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care:  Rev. Avery C. Manchester, amanchester@fccog.org 

Director of Music:  Dr. Craig Scott Symons, craigs@fccog.org 

Director of Family Ministries:  Rosemary Lamie, rosemaryl@fccog.org 

Director of Membership:  Ginny Breismeister, ginnyb@fccog.org 

Director of Communications:  Barbara Wilkov, barbaraw@fccog.org 

Parish Nurse:  Susan Asselin, RN, susana@fccog.org 

Director of Preschool:  Darla Kohler, darlak@fccog.org 

Pastors Emeriti:  Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Rev. Sally Colegrove 

Director of Music Emeritus: Dr. John Stansell 
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