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Memorial for  
Brenda Stiers  

March 22, 1:00 pm 
 

 

Wonde
rful  

March 5 

6:00-8:00 pm 
See page 7 for more details... 

See page 9 for information about our 2014 Lenten Offering... 



2  The Meet inghouse Monthly  

 

 

 

Youth Mission Team Trip to Nicaragua: 

                              

 
 

Church School 
Service Sunday  

February 16 
 
 
                         

Visit our Photo Gallery to view event photos: 
www.fccog.org/photo-gallery/  

http://www.fccog.org/photo-gallery/
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By:  Rev. Dan England 
 

Friends, 
 
I am glad to see that part of our Lenten offering is going to support our connection with other churches 
that form the United Church of Christ in Connecticut and America.  Locally, our church is part of the 
Fairfield West Association and we have an important involvement in its activities.  For example, our own 
Jean Bruder holds the significant job of Registrar, which keeps track of the comings and goings of ministers.  
This may seem trivial at first but ministers have to have "standing," that is, they have to meet certain stan-
dards of training and experience to even be a minister in the first place and they have to undergo certain 
certified training to keep their standing.  It's not unlike what lawyers are required to do for their profession.  
Otherwise, you'd have people claiming to be ministers without anyone checking to make sure they are 
trained with an appropriate degree, legitimate according to the denomination in which they serve and are 
on the up and up when it comes to behavior and effectiveness. 

 
In fact, with the encouragement of First Congregational Church, I serve as the Chairman of the Church 
and Ministry Committee for our Association.  This Committee interviews and reviews people who want to 
be ordained, guides them through a two year process of discernment to make sure both they and the 
churches with which they come in contact agree that they are fit for ministry and has a set of qualifications 
as long as your arm that they must satisfy before getting the go ahead for ordination.  The committee also 
deals with ministers who occasionally get into trouble.  In my file at the moment, I have about a dozen in-
dividuals with whom we are meeting and keeping track of.  I work closely every month with the nine com-
mittee members and with our regional minister, Michael Ciba, who is extremely knowledgeable and help-
ful.  We work according to a thing called the Manual on Ministry (affectionately known as MOM, awww) 
that is as thick as a pulpit Bible and just as complex. 

 
Our own Search Committee is relying on Committees on Church and Ministry throughout the nation to 
insure that people they will consider are legitimate ministers who have been through, and continue to keep 
up with, all the necessary qualifications of professional ministry.  Without the work of such committees, 
churches would never be quite sure that some candidate didn't just hot-foot it out of town with his or her 
charisma and last week's offering. 

 
There are a whole lot of other things the UCC and the UCC in Connecticut do for us -- helping coordi-
nate relief efforts like those in Haiti, supporting Silver Lake, providing help to churches who are struggling, 
giving debt relief to seminary students, hosting conferences for people like those in Rosemary's role as  
educators, having a voice in state capitols and in Washington, carrying out missionary work worldwide and 
about a hundred other activities that would be beyond the stretch of even a great church like ours. 

 
Anyway, I thought you'd like to know. 

 

 

Speaking Pastorally 

Dan 

Find us on Facebook and LIKE the page!                    

Follow us on Twitter  @FCCOGCT                                                                                   

Check out our YouTube page.                    

http://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church-of-Greenwich/193405407368230?sk=wall
https://twitter.com/FCCOGCT
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXgou35EY5N803D4e_J4JNA?feature=results_main
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“Musical Notes”  
 

 

First Music & Arts presents “Good Friday Concert” April 18, at 8:00 pm 
 

Our annual tradition of presenting a time to gather on Good Friday continues this year with a perform-
ance of the moving masterpiece, Requiem, by Gabriel Fauré.  Our outstanding Chancel Choir and soloists, 
Hanna Golodinskii, soprano, and Thomas Woodman, bass, will be accompanied on the organ by our  
director of music Dr. Craig Scott Symons. 

 

This will be a special performance dedicated to the memory of Timothy  
Manchester, the son of Rev. Avery Manchester, who tragically lost his life on 
May 1, 2013.  Faure’s setting of the Requiem is Avery’s favorite and will be a 
very special way of honoring Tim’s life. 

 

Composed between the years of 1887 and 1890, Fauré had no clear reasons for writing this work, other 
than “…for pleasure, if I may call it that!”  Originally, the score was for orchestra, chorus, soloists, and 
organ, and is sung in Latin.  Later, in 1899-1900, Fauré re-scored it for full orchestra and it was first per-
formed in Paris at the Trocadéro in 1900 for the Exposition Universelle with over 250 performers.  The 
first performance in the United States took place at the Curtis Institute of Music in 1931. 

 

Please plan to attend this concert as a way of continuing your Holy Week journey.  A free-will offering 
will be received to support the ongoing work of the First Music & Arts outreach ministry of this church. 

  

For Moms of  Very  Young Children — Join us in March 
 
 

If you have a baby, toddler and/or 2 year old, join us for an opportunity to meet and relax  
with other moms and their young kids.  The group meets the 2nd and 4th Friday of every 

month (March14 and 28 this month) from 9:30–10:30 am (note the new time) in 
Room104.  For more information, contact Kristen Jacks at kmj33z@yahoo.com  

or call her at 203-344-1961.  

Do You Need … ? 

              Do You Have … ? 

 

If there are high school students who have services to offer, such as babysitting, snow  

removal, yard work, running errands, etc., and/or congregation members who have an item they  

are looking to part with or an item or service they are in need of, please contact Barbara Wilkov at  

barbaraw@fccog.org or 203-637-1791 ext. 24 and she will “advertise” your services or items in this space. 

mailto:kmj33z@yahoo.com
mailto:barbaraw@fccog.org
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Welcome to our new  
Senior Deacon and Trustees Chair 

 

 

Elaine Teeters 

Senior Deacon, 2014 
 

I am honored and excited about my role as Senior Deacon this year.  This year promises to be full of 

excitement and anticipation as we continue with our search for a seated Senior 

Pastor, prepare for our 350th anniversary, grow through our First Church Alive! 

initiatives and so much more.  I hope that this is the year you feel inspired to join 

in and invite a friend to share all the wonderful things we have to offer at First 

Church.   

I have been a member of First Church since November 19, 2006, having 

transferred my membership from the First Congregational Church of Stamford.  

I am currently involved with the First Church Alive! Committee, Personnel 

Committee and Church School Task Force.  Professionally I have been in the 

mortgage industry for over 25 years and I work and live in Stamford with my husband, John, and my 3 

children, Drake, Margo and Charlie. 

 

David Alfano 

Chairman of the Board of Trustees, 2014 
 

Having served on the Board of Trustees for the past two years and, most recently, chaired the Budget 

Committee, I am looking forward to building on our current momentum and 

leading us into the Church’s exciting future.  In addition to the Board of 

Trustees, I am currently a member of the Senior Pastor Search Committee and 

First Church Alive! Committee.  In addition, over the past years I have taught 

Church School and participated on the Pastoral Housing and Compensation 

Task Force as well as the Governance Task Force.   

In my spare time, I am the Managing Partner of a local accounting firm and an 

elected member of the Greenwich Representative Town Meeting for District 

12.  I reside in Riverside with my wonderful wife, Colleen, and our two beautiful daughters. 

   
Email your questions for the “Q & A about FCCOG” to  

jdteeters@yahoo.com or david@alfanocpa.com. 
 

mailto:jdteeters@yahoo.com
mailto:david@alfanocpa.com
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From the                    … March Happenings                              by Sue Asselin, RN 

 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped make the Red Cross Blood Drive such a success on February 8.  There 
were 42 presenting donors and 37 units of blood were collected.  Because each unit can benefit up to three 
people, that’s a potential for 111 lives impacted!  Whether you made a delicious treat, gave a pint of life-
saving blood, or tickled the ivories, your contribution was much appreciated.  Thank you for being an angel 
to those in need of blood. 

 

March is a busy month filled with many learning opportunities planned by the Wellness Committee.  We 
hope to see you at one or more of these events: 

 

Lunch and Learn - Arm Yourself for Nutritional Success 

Thursday, March 6, 12:00 noon to 1:15 pm 
 

Erica Christ (pictured at right), Registered Dietitian and Manager of Outpatient  
Nutrition Services at Greenwich Hospital, will explain strategies to help us succeed 
with incorporating healthy eating habits with today’s busy lifestyles. Learn what 
kinds of “convenience” foods will set us up for nutritional success, at home and on 
the go.  A lite lunch will be provided, so please register for this popular event by call-
ing your Parish Nurse at extension 21. 
 

Second Hour -  Sunday March 23, 11:20 am to 12:30 pm 

Beyond Sympathy:  Helping Family and Friends Through Tough Times 
 

Roni Lang (pictured at right), Licensed Clinical Social Worker from Greenwich  
Hospital’s Center for Healthy Aging, will highlight the services offered at Greenwich 
Hospital’s Center for Healthy Aging, as well as the various support groups provided 
by the hospital staff.  She will then lead a discussion on how best to help when a 
friend suffers from illness or grief, and will provide concrete suggestions on how to 
support and assist someone during such difficult times. 
 

CPR Training Opportunities 

Saturday, March 15, 9:00-11:45 am or 12:00-3:00 pm or 

Saturday, March 29, 9:00-11:45 am  
 

It’s time for those of us certified through classes here at FCCOG to re-
certify for CPR. (March 2012 certifications are valid for 2 years.) Those 
interested in becoming newly certified are also welcome to this training, 
which includes the use of our automatic external defibrillator (AED). At-
tendance is only required at one of the three sessions.  Thanks to the gener-
osity of the Greenwich EMS, and to the church covering the reduced fees, 
we can offer the classes at no cost to the participants.  The Wellness Com-
mittee thanks you in advance for giving your time and talents to help keep 
others safe.  Please consider being a blessing to others.  Contact your Parish 
Nurse at extension 21 to register for a class. 

 
 



7 The Meet inghouse Monthly  

 

 
                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued from front cover... 
 

Wonderful “Ash” Wednesday 

March 5, 6:00—8:00 pm 

 

Ash Wednesday is March 5, and, like in years past, we are having a Wonderful Wednesday on this day, 
concluding with a brief Ash Wednesday worship.  This also marks the beginning of the Lenten Season 
and will serve as a special kick-off for our Lenten Offering. 
 

Dinner will be served at 6:00 pm in the Auditorium and we will then break into groups led by members 
of our clergy and staff (see break-out group descriptions below). The evening will conclude by 8:00 pm.  
You’ll want to attend this special evening to begin the Lenten season with your church family.   
 

While RSVP’s are not required, they are helpful so we can plan for dinner.  Please RSVP to Barbara 
Wilkov at barbaraw@fccog.org or call 203-637-1791 ext. 24.  See you on Wednesday! 

 

 

 
 

 Basic Guitar (for Youth and Adults) - Led by Mark Montgomery: 

  For those from 7th grade on up who have ever wanted to learn a bit about 
  guitar, come join Mark and Donald and get started.  By the end of the class, 
  you should have a knowledge of three basic chords allowing you to play a good 
  number of songs! (Please bring your guitar if you have one.)  

 

 Children’s Lenten Offering Kick-Off  - Led by Rosemary Lamie 

  On this Wonderful “Ash” Wednesday,  we will gather to kick-off the Church School’s  
  participation in the congregation’s  Lenten Offering. We will make posters to display and  
  learn a new song about kids giving. Then we will participate in the closing worship.  A  
  wonderful faith forming opportunity for our children!   

 

 Faith Practices  - Led by Avery Manchester 

  Would you like some ideas, suggestions and resources for observing 
  Lent?  It can be a special time and deepen our faith and practice  
  during these 40 days in our pilgrimage to Easter.  The resources for 
  this are rich, ancient and modern.  Welcome to a time of discovery, 
  direction and dedication. 

 

 “Bible Study” - Led by Dan England 

  So, here’s what’s going to happen in Dan England’s offering...he is going to talk about a  
  book of  the apocryphal book, Bel and the Dragon. This constitutes the 14th chapter of  
  Daniel  in some ancient versions.  Participants in the Daniel Bible Study course will be  
  amazed by the locked-door mystery that Daniel (our hero) solves.  Those who skipped  
  Daniel will get a swift education in the book.  This is going to be fun! 

Break-out sessions 

mailto:barbaraw@fccog.org
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                 Avery’s Book Corner for March 

 
 

Recommendation for Lent: 

I have found The Message by Eugene Peterson to be the most refreshing transla-
tion of the Bible.  I find it helpful for sermons and regular meditation and illu-
mination.  Peterson is an excellent pastor and profound Bible teacher and 
scholar.  Do yourself something special by reading The Message and you will 
have many good messages! 

 

Review of The Message:  Readers who have either found the Bible to be an intimi-
dating proposition or who are so familiar with it that the words have lost their 
meaning will discover that Eugene Peterson's The Message: The Bible in Contempo-
rary Language is a welcome way to read and reread one of the best-loved books of all 
time … The vibrant flavor of the text is evident from the opening verses of the book 
of Genesis … There's renewed vigor in some of Jesus' most well-known words of the New Testament in John 3 
… Whether it's the poetry of the Psalms, the thundering tirades of the Old Testament prophets, or the ageless 
words of Jesus, Peterson breathes new life into timeless passages in this fresh-voiced paraphrase. 

 

Bible Study 
 

During March, Bible Study will be centered on the 
Psalms, but from a slightly different point of view 
than we did previously.  What we'll do is consider 
five Psalms that have a story elsewhere in the Old 
Testament (and in one 
case the New Testa-
ment) that are a foun-
dation for understand-
ing the Psalmist's re-
flections.  In this way, 
we'll not only be able to 
consider several Psalms as part of the Lenten season 
for the whole church, but come to a deeper under-
standing of their meaning in the life of Israel and 
the New Israel, the Church.  We'll meet as usual, 
after church, from 11:20 am to 12:30 pm sharp in 
the Lounge on March 9, 23, 30 ( but not March 2 
or 16) and April 6 and 13 as part of Lent.  The 
Psalms are so wonderful because they hold every 
human emotion about faith in God:  doubt, joy, 
despair, struggle and confidence, which is what we 
all go through when it comes to faith.  This should 
be an enlightening and enjoyable experience as we 
uncover The Stories behind the Psalms.   
                                                Led by Dan England 

 

Soup Kitchen Volunteers –  
Making Food to Feed Our Neighbors and Friends 

 

 

 

 
 
 

We are still in need of a team to cook chili for  
April 7, June 2 and July 7.  The Zalman-Assing 
family has volunteered to cook in May. Thank 
you! 
 

The prep work and cooking can be scheduled for 
either the Friday, Saturday or Sunday before these 
dates. 
 
To sign up your volunteer team, contact Tom  
Mahoney at fccoghungermission@gmail.com. 
 
Financial Assistance Needed 
The ingredients to make salad and chili every 
month cost approximately $150.  Our budget for 
the current fiscal year is in danger of running out of 
funds.  Please consider making a donation to the 
church to keep this vital outreach activity alive. 

mailto:fccoghungermission@gmail.com
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MARCH Responsibilities and Assignments 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Deacon Assignments:                                                      

Invocation - Elaine Teeters 

Hospital Notes - Carole Lang 

 
Memorial Service: 

Joe McBride - March 2 

April Condon - March 9 

Carole Lang - March 16 

Elaine Teeters - March 23 

 

March 2 Communion: 
 

Joe McBride - Capt 

Dick Peebles  

Wendy Reynolds  

 

Coffee Hour  
Committee Hosts: 

Women’s  
Fellowship 

 

 

Continued from front cover …. 

 

 

 
 

God calls us to be a light in the world.  How do we live our lives and become a light for those in our 
community and our world?  This year our 2014 Lenten Offering will allow us to live Our Church's Wider 
Mission and support programs that extend our outreach to those in our community and beyond and to be a 
light in the world.  Our contributions will be used for the following programs: 
 

Support the Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM) of the CT Conference 
which helps the wider ministries of the UCC including:  

 Programs to help feed the hungry and the homeless in Connecticut. 
 Fostering the development of new Church leaders by giving youth life

-changing experiences at Silver Lake Conference Center. 
 Disaster Relief for those impacted by events like Hurricane Sandy. 
 

Support HomeFront and their mission to keep low-income neighbors in their 
homes with an improved quality of life through the completion of repairs at no cost 
to them.   

 We are working with HomeFront to find a couple of light construction/
repair projects in the  local area and pull together a group of mission 
volunteers to work on the project.   

 Our contributions to the Lenten Offering will help defray costs for materials that may be 
needed for these projects as well as support larger repair projects HomeFront has underway.   

 Mark your calendar for May 5 and join our First Church HomeFront Mission Group to work 
on the selected projects. 

 
Our Lenten Offering serves as one of our major fund-raising opportunities of the year and will begin Ash 
Wednesday (March 5) and conclude at Easter.  Join us in being a shining light and supporting Our Church’s 
Wider Mission. 

 

 

 

   

  

    

 

 

 

Lenten Offering 2014 



10  The Meet inghouse Monthly  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 
November 3:   Regular Church School; Youth Choir Sings in Church 

November 10:   Veterans’ Day Weekend; Service Sunday focus on Inspirica 

November 17:   Regular Church School 

November 24:  Harvest Sunday; All Choirs Sing; Bring bag(s) of non-perishable groceries for 
 Neighbor to Neighbor and H.O.M.E. Co-op in Orland, Maine Food Pantries 

December 1:   Thanksgiving Weekend; 1st Sunday of Advent; Service Sunday; Advent “Make 
 Your Own” Craft Workshop 2:00 - 4:00 pm (see inside back cover for details). 

 

 Church School and Events of Interest to Families in March 

 

 Sunday, March 2 9:00 am - 3rd Grade Bible Breakfast 

    10:00 am - Worship and Regular Church School 

 

 Sunday, March 9 10:00 am - Worship and Regular Church School 

    Youth Sunday 

 

 Sunday, March 16 10:00 am - Worship and Regular Church School 

 

 Saturday, March 22 8:30-10:30 am OR 10:30 am-12:30 pm - FCCOG Volunteer  

    Day at Neighbor to Neighbor 

 

 Sunday, March 23 10:00 am - Worship & Service Sunday 

 

 Sunday, March 30 10:00 am - Worship and Regular Church School 

Sign Your Children Up for  

Silver Lake this Summer! 
Last summer, a record number of children 
from FCCOG discovered or rediscovered the 
joy, fun and new friendships at Silver Lake in 
Sharon, CT.  Silver Lake, AKA “God’s Back-
yard,” is our church’s summer camp.  If you 
have a child or teen between the ages of 8 
(going into 4th grade) and 18, don’t miss the 
chance for them to experience this amazing 
place and its amazing grace.  Registration has 

begun and, since many 
conferences fill up 
quickly, please visit 
their website soon to 
explore and sign up! 
Go to 

www.silverlakect.org and click on the regis-
tration button to register for an awesome 
summer conference, today!!!  It’s immediate, 
safe, easy and available 24/7!  Watch our kids 
talk about their summers at Silver Lake...visit 
fccog.org (link under News You Can Use). 

Third Graders and Their  

Families Attend Annual Bible 

Breakfast 
On Sunday, March 2, at 9:00 am, the 
Church School Task Force will cook up and 
serve pancakes, sausage, fruit and juice for the 
3rd graders and their 
families.  This annual 
celebration is an op-
portunity to celebrate 
the 3rd graders’ study 
of the Bible, to chal-
lenge their parents to a Bible Jeopardy match 
and to prepare them to receive their own  
Bibles on Children’s Sunday, June 1. 
 

The pastors will at least stop by and maybe 
even be the ringers in Bible Jeopardy!  The 
curriculum for this year’s 3rd graders has 
been taught by the team of Fred Laffan,  
Connie Van Rhyn, Kimberley and Greg  
Kuppenheimer, Hans Van Rhyn, Amy Cass 
and Gillian Woodman. 

http://www.silverlakect.org
http://www.fccog.org/
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On Sunday, February 2, most of our adult teachers and many high 
school assistants came together to take stock of the Church School year 
so far, make some suggestions for the rest of the year and talk about 
some new ideas for next year.  Most interest was generated by the 
possibility of a Rotation Workshop curriculum where children learn 
about a Bible story, Christian concept or faith practice over a few weeks.  
Each week a child will learn the lesson through one of several ways such 
as music, cooking, games, drama or crafts.  The Church School Task 
Force will form a small study group to learn more about this approach 
and review the many resources available. 

Church School Teachers’ Meeting Hits on a  

New Program to Consider for Next Year 

First Communion 
 

On Sunday, February 2, several Second Graders and their parents were in worship to celebrate 
the Sacrament of Communion.  After a meeting for the parents with Rev. John Collins and 
Rosemary Lamie, a class for children and parents with Rosemary, and a workshop during which 
families made banners depicting what Communion means to them, the children participated in 
the celebration of the practice Jesus instituted at the Last Supper.  

What Would February Be Without Valentines? 
 

Well, actually it was during our January Service Sunday when our children learned about the 
lessons of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and his commitment to service.  In order to live out that 
lesson, our children wrote cards to the children in Nicaragua who were visited by our Youth 
Mission Delegation and to our friends at Edgehill who love to hear from the children of First 
Church. 
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      What you can find on our website: 

 

 

New Senior Deacons  
and Board of Trustees 

Chairs List 
 
The list of church lay leaders which has 
been updated on the website can be 
accessed at http://www.fccog.org/
staff/lay-leaders/.  There is now also a 
new list of the past Senior Deacons and 
Board of Trustees Chairs since 1972, 
on the website. The link to get to this 
list is on the top right of the Lay  
Leadership page (the link is above).    
 
Thanks to Donna White for collating 
most of this information. 
 
-- Pat Larrabee, webmaster 

 

Archive of  

Bible Study  

Lessons 

 
The full hour-long Bible Study lessons by Rev. Dan 
England are available on our church website from Oc-
tober, 2009 to the present.   
 
So, if you missed one or would like the convenience 
of listening to them later, go to fccog.org; on the top 
menu click Ministries / Adult  
Opportunities / Bible Study and 
choose a lesson.  
 
Or click here to connect there 
directly and then save this link to 
your Favorites or Bookmarks for 
easier access later.  
 
Don’t miss a lesson again! 

Stained Glass Window Tour June 1 
 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, June 1 when we will 
have a tour of the Meetinghouse stained glass win-
dows, conducted by Tamara Ng-Yow and Pat Larra-
bee.  It will be held after church at 11:15 am on that 
day, so there’s time to get your coffee first.   If you 
can’t make it, there are 2 booklets in the reading rack 
at the entrance to the Meetinghouse for you to bor-
row at any time to take a tour on your own.   
 
Also, you can always take a tour on our website - 
click on each image to read the description for each 
window:  http://www.fccog.org/about-us/our-
building/our-stained-glass-window-tour/ 

Sally Colegrove’s  

Oral History 
 

The transcription of the oral history of 
Rev. Sally Colegrove, our Pastor Emeritus, 
is now on the church website’s homepage.  
Just scroll down to the News You Can 
Use area to find the link to it or click this 
link: http://www.fccog.org/about-us/a-
brief-history-of-our-church/oral-
histories/.  Click on Sally’s name in the 
left column to read her oral history.  Sally 
grew up in our church and was on our 
staff for 25 years from 1978 to 2003.  She 
worked with the youth groups, as Assistant 
Pastor, Associate Pastor and Senior Associ-
ate.  We are very grateful to Sally for lend-
ing us her precious time in doing this fas-
cinating interview, and for all that she did 
for our church over those 25 years.    
 

--Pat Larrabee, head of the Historical Committee  

http://www.fccog.org/staff/lay-leaders/
http://www.fccog.org/staff/lay-leaders/
http://www.fccog.org/
http://www.fccog.org/faith-formation/adult-opportunities/bible-study/
http://www.fccog.org/about-us/our-building/our-stained-glass-window-tour/
http://www.fccog.org/about-us/our-building/our-stained-glass-window-tour/
http://www.fccog.org/about-us/a-brief-history-of-our-church/oral-histories/
http://www.fccog.org/about-us/a-brief-history-of-our-church/oral-histories/
http://www.fccog.org/about-us/a-brief-history-of-our-church/oral-histories/
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All through March at SPF 

Sundays, 6:00 PM—7:30 PM 
fccogyouth.com 

http://www.fccogyouth.com
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Tai Chi Fitness with Luis Duarte 
Improve your balance, health and well being.  Come and 
experience the many wonderful benefits of Tai Chi and 
Qi Gong exercises.  Classes are held on Wednesdays at 
8:00 am and Thursdays at 9:00 am.  Only $10 per class, 
$8 for seniors.  Join us!  You’ll love it!  All are welcome. 

Women’s Fellowship 

 

Nights Off  in March:   
 

Spend St. Patrick’s Day with Nights Off !  The next 
gathering of the Nights Off  women’s fellowship 
group will be on Monday, March 17 at 6:30 pm at 
the home of Pat Larrabee.  St. Patrick’s Day meat 
will be served.  Please bring along a side dish to 
share and whatever you would like to drink.  Also, 
please bring a donation for the food pantry. And, of 
course, feel free to wear green (whether or not 
you’re Irish)!  Come and join us and invite a friend 
to come along. 
 

Questions, contact Shirley Flierl at 
FBTworld@aol.com or 203-629-4939. 

Kettle Quilters:  
 

First Sandy's flood, then ice and snow.  

The quilt still needs a lot of work 
if we want to finish it in time for 
the auction. 
 

So come to help to finish it. We 
hope you will enjoy the company 
of the other quilters. We never 
run out of things to talk about and at times come 
up with good answers to your questions! 
 

Come and join us: 
 

Mondays 9:00 am -12:00 pm 
Tuesdays 7:30 pm -9:00 pm 
 

In Room 203 (next to the kitchen)! 
 

Inge Thalheim 203-637-9614 

Hilary Lawrence 203-637-1214    

 

 

Ladies Daytime Bridge Group 
 

∞ Join with your favorite bridge partner to be a “team”  
of 2 for the year 2014-2015. 

 

∞ Play against a different “team” (pair) once a month  
September through May. 

 

∞ Schedule provided by the Bridge Committee. 
 

∞ Play 20 hands of Rubber Bridge am, pm, or evening, whenever pairs agree. 
 

∞ Send pair names (not individuals) to Lu Baldwin at bobalu827@gmail.com. 
 

∞ Fee is $15.00 per person for the season (Sept-May).   
It includes the grand finale play-off party in June with great favors and prizes. 

 

∞ As the number of pairs must be even, we can accept 2 or more pairs  
for next year. 

 

∞ For more info, call Lu at 203-637-7698 anytime.  
 

∞ Be sure to be included by calling soon, preferably before the end of April. 

mailto:FBTworld@aol.com
mailto:bobalu827@gmail.com
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 News from The Rummage Room  
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich   

 

MARCH EVENTS CALENDAR: 

 
Saturday, March 1:  Last Day of Winter Bag Sale to make way for Spring!!!  Each 
Bag $1.  Everything must go by 1:00 pm, closing time.  

Monday, March 3:  The Rummage Room REOPENS AT 1:00 pm with all 'new' 
Spring clothing and accessories. (Closed 10:00 am to 1:00 pm for restocking.) 

Monday, March 10 - March 15:  Manager's 50% off sale selections for the week. 

Monday, March 17:  Celebrating St. Patrick's Day. 50% off on everything 'green'. 

Thursday March, 20:  HAPPY FIRST DAY OF SPRING!!!  Yes, Virginia ... 
Spring has Sprung!   

Monday, March 24 through March 29:  Manager's 50% off sale of selected Spring items. 

Monday, March 31 through April 5th:  Manager's 50% off sale of selected categories. 

 

Manager Maria's Wish List for March:  Easter clothing and decorations; clothing for twins; also, need horses 
for a window scene of a barn, fences and other farm buildings.  Plastic horses can be any color.    

Shopping Hours:  Monday through Friday 10:00 am to 5:00 pm, and on Saturday 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. 

Donation Hours:   Monday through Thursday 9:30 am to 4:30 pm, and on Friday and Saturday 9:30 to 
12:30 pm. 
 

Mission Objective:  The Rummage Room's mission as set forth by the Women's Fellowship of FCCOG is to raise 
funds to help women's, children's and family needs locally and around the world.  Real heroes don't wear capes ... 
they donate, shop, and volunteer at The Rummage Room!!  Millions of dollars have been raised and distributed over 
the past 50 years.  The Women's Fellowship Board, The Rummage Room Committee, The Allocations Committee, 
and Rummage Room Manager, Maria Drieghe, also deserve praise for their continued stewardship of this 
important Outreach activity. 

Calling All Ushers! 
 

 Ushering is easy and a great way to meet 
people.  

 Ushers are friendly, hand out bulletins, count 
attendance, take the offering, and neaten up 
after.   

 The Head Usher helps guide you.   

 Please join us! 
 

Just choose when you want to usher  
and sign up by clicking this link:  

http://doodle.com/bqtsdvck9qitsq35 
  

or call Pat Larrabee at 203-637-4023.   
Thank you! 

Neighbor to Neighbor Day! 
 

Please join your fellow 
Church members on 
Saturday, March 22 from 
8:30-10:30 am OR 10:30 
am-12:30 pm.  We will be 
stocking the food pantry 
and sorting and displaying the clothing and linen 
contributions.  Neighbor to Neighbor is located at 
Christ Church in Greenwich (across Putnam Ave. 
from the YWCA).  Please contact Rosemary 
Lamie at RosemaryL@fccog.org to sign up or sign 
up on the easel in the Auditorium.  This is a great 
opportunity for a parent/child team or a teen and 
a friend, as well as individuals.  Children need to 
be accompanied by a parent. 

Spring Window 

http://doodle.com/bqtsdvck9qitsq35
mailto:RosemaryL@fccog.org
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The Summer Program at First Church Preschool 2014 

 
 

 
 

The Summer Program at First Church Preschool is designed for children between the ages of 3 and 5 years  
(i.e. must be between turning 3 by 12/31/14 and entering kindergarten in September 2014).  The program 
consists of three 2-week sessions: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

All sessions include arts & crafts, water play, playground time, and snacks. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Seahorses:  3 year-olds only attend Tues, Wed, Thurs 9:00 am-12:00 pm.  Children must be toilet trained. 
 

*Cost per full 2-week session:  $350 

*Cost per one-week only session:  $200  
 

4 & 5 Year-Olds:  Attend Monday – Friday 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.  These children bring a lunch from home.  
 

*Cost per full 2-week sessions 1 & 3:  $600; Cost per full 2-week session 2:  $550 

*Cost per one-week only of sessions 1 & 3:  $325; Cost per one-week only of session 2:  $275 
 

Contact Information: 

First Church Preschool, 108 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich, CT 06870 
203-637-5430; E-Mail: darlak@fccog.org  

www.firstchurchpreschool.org 

Session 1:  June 16 – June 27:  Our World of Sports:  Children participate in a 
variety of fun sports and physical activities that get their bodies moving and their 
game on! 

Session 2:  June 30 – July 11 (closed 7/4):  The Arts Factory:  Children imagine, 
design, and create within different media, including art, music, and dance. 

Session 3:  July 14 – July 25:  Little Scientists:  Exploration, experimentation, and 
discovery are encouraged through children’s interactions with their natural 
environment. 

mailto:darlak@fccog.org
http://www.firstchurchpreschool.org
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Getting to Know Our New Members 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Virginia and Greg Richards 

Virginia comes to First Congregational 
Church by Letter of Transfer from First 
Scots Presbyterian Church in Charleston, 
SC and Greg comes to First Congregational 
Church by Reaffirmation of Faith.  Virginia 
is a Medical Examiner for Westchester 
County, NY, and Greg works in Finance in 
New York City. Virginia hails from Virginia, 
while Greg grew up in Maine. They are the 
proud parents of Callie (6), Charley (4) and 
Adair (11 months).  

Ben Velishka 

Ben comes to First Congregational by Reaffirmation of Faith.  Ben is 
the owner of Dayton Builders, LLC, and hails from Massachusetts.  He 
moved to the area in 1997.  Ben enjoys many outdoor activities, includ-
ing fishing, boating, hiking, sailing.  He is married to Jen Tortolani and 
they have 2 children, a son, Reese (7) and a daughter, Jessie (9). 

Lesley and Andrew Williams 

Lesley comes to First Congregational 
Church by Reaffirmation of Faith, while 
Greg comes to First Congregational 
Church by Letter of Transfer from Old 
First Church in Huntington, NY.  Lesley 
is Head Agent in the stylist division of Art 
Department, an art agency, and is expect-
ing a baby boy in May.  Andrew is Senior 
Consultant at Maxus Group in New York 
City. Rounding out the family are Cath-
erine (9) and Charlie (8). 
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         MA R C HB I R T H D AY S  

03/01  Deborah LaCivita 

03/01  Tom Beam 

03/01  Robert Finch 

03/02  Roland Klingner 

03/02  Sandra Millspaugh 

03/02  David Ranta 

03/02  Kevin Goggins 

03/03  Chris O'Donnell 

03/03  H Alden Richmond 

03/03  Ella Quinn 

03/03  Ellen Sykes 

03/04  Avery Manchester 

03/04  Lea Menegon 

03/04  David Robbins 

03/04  Lisa DeNatale 

03/04  Wayne Hileman 

03/04  Karim Sadik-Khan 

03/04  Morgan Wolfe 

03/04  Charlie Baird 

03/05  Bobbie Hopkins 

03/05  Louise Schmitt 

03/05  April Condon 

03/05  Ohireime Ariyibi 

03/05  Torey Farriss 

03/06  Daniel England 

03/06  Sue McCalley 

03/06  John Michael Fryback 

03/06  Joey Rogers 

03/06  Elisabeth Ware 

03/07  Brian Carlson 

03/07  Robert Schroeder 

03/07  Donald Breismeister 

03/07  Isabelle Schless 

03/07  Tucker Stafford 

03/07  Luke Cofer 

03/07  Maddy Beck 

03/08  Dorothy Pidgursky 

03/08  Frank Zavattaro 

03/08  Sally Morgan 

03/08  Vicki Altmeyer 

03/08  Hillary Coleman 

03/08  Kyle Christensen 

03/08  William Christensen 

03/09  Wayne Leizear 

03/09  James MacDougall 

03/09  Dennis Alex 

03/09  Cheryl Anderson 

03/09  Emily Glendon 

03/10  Ruth Reed 

03/10  Lucy Hedrick 

03/10  Sherry Myer 

03/10  Edmund Luce 

03/10  Lori Romano 

03/10  Kristen Jacks 

03/11  Christie Coon 

03/11  Peg Wentworth 

03/11  Andrew Tedford 

03/11  Altan Sadik-Khan 

03/11  Eric Scott Andersen 

03/11  William Johnson 

03/11  Alexander Bernsten 

03/12  Douglas Bloom 

03/12  Diane Kretschmann 

03/12  Cindy Trask 

03/12  Jane Brash 

03/12  Elaine Teeters 

03/12  Kelley Bailey 

03/12  Michelle Maxwell 

03/12  Francesca Lotufo 

03/13  Rosamond Brady 

03/13  Lucinda Allen 

03/13  Everett Burns 

03/14  Nancy Allen 

03/14  Janet Savin 

03/14  Sandra Boles 

03/14  Burt Harrington 

03/14  Asa Hazen 

03/14  Lindsay Erickson 

03/14  Jackson Jacoby 

03/15  John Standish 

03/15  Ronald Nelson 

03/15  Thomas Johnson 

03/15  Isabelle Mackell 

03/15  Peter Mackell 

03/15  Jacob Millspaugh 

03/16  Robert Medvey 

03/16  Dale Myer 

03/16  Steve Crihfield 

03/16  Kathryn Atkin 

03/16  Nicholas Bernsten 

03/16  George Wheelock 

03/17  Sandra Haviland 

03/17  Jimmy Heidt 

03/17  Lia Zavattaro 

03/17  Anna Robarts 

03/17  Richard Sykes 

03/18  Sandra Sandlock 

03/19  Carol Lee Rawn 

03/19  Dawn McCready 

03/19  Cara Olmsted 

03/19  Carrie Braddock 

03/19  Catherine Mahoney 

03/19  Alexander Ghaffari 

03/19  Kate Wentworth 

03/19  John Michael Rodriguez 

03/20  Kara Liebowitz 

03/21  Virginia Liddel 

03/21  Eric Baker 

03/21  Jenny Riddell 

03/21  Nick Stewart 

03/21  Elizabeth Morris 

03/22  Penny Low 

03/22  Kenneth Olsson 

03/22  Kyle Young 

03/22  Peter DeRiemer 

03/22  Thomas Sahrbeck 

03/22  Annalise Hayes 

03/23  Tad Larrabee 

03/23  Robert Anderson 

03/24  Kim Scopelliti 

03/24  John Cofer 

03/24  Gage Benoit 

03/25  Darlene Moore 

03/25  Denise Leidy 

03/25  Sybren Hoekstra 

03/26  Curtis Carlson 

03/26  Anita Windels 

03/27  Mary Durland 

03/27  Jay Shaw 

03/27  Leslie Burton 

03/27  Tucker Serenbetz 

03/27  Hendrick Schless 

03/27  Emily Brash 

03/27  Kendall Thompson 

03/27  Will Perry 

03/27  Alexa Zavattaro 

03/28  Joan Denne 

03/28  Katharine Fountain 

03/28  Charlie Taggart 

03/28  Emma Olmsted 

03/29  Chee Chee Purdie 

03/29  Nicole Pacent 

03/30  Elizabeth Mose 

03/30  John Trepanier 

03/30  Matthew Jacobs 

03/30  George Thalheim 

03/30  Lisa Maxwell 

03/31  Richard Jenkins 

03/31  Jean Bruder 

03/31  Daniel Lepoutre 

 

Spring Forward! 
 

Yes, spring is really on its way and it officially 
arrives on March 20.  In the meantime, we get 
to move our clocks ‘ahead’ on Sunday, March 9! 
Don’t forget to turn your clocks ahead one hour 
before you go to bed Saturday night. That way you won’t 
miss church Sunday morning! 

L ife E vents:                       
 
 

Deaths 
Robert Starr 
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Edgehill Valentine’s Day Tea:  The FCCOG Stephen Ministers hosted a Valentine's Day Tea for 
church members living at Edgehill.  Thanks to Bobby Littlefield, Edgehill liaison, and Rosemary Lamie for 
bringing Valentines made by the Church School children for "their friends at Edgehill."  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“Souper 
Bowl” 
Sunday 
Soup 
Sale 
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The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Ministers:  The Members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Interim Senior Pastor:  Rev. John W. Collins, jcollins@fccog.org  

Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry:  Rev. Mark D. Montgomery, revmarkmontgomery@gmail.com 

Associate Pastor for Communication and Adult Education:  Rev. Daniel B. England, dengland@fccog.org 

Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care:  Rev. Avery C. Manchester, amanchester@fccog.org 

Director of Music:  Dr. Craig Scott Symons, craigs@fccog.org 

Director of Church School:  Rosemary Lamie, rosemaryl@fccog.org 

Director of Membership:  Ginny Breismeister, ginnyb@fccog.org 

Director of Communications:  Barbara Wilkov, barbaraw@fccog.org 

Parish Nurse:  Susan Asselin, RN, susana@fccog.org 

Director of Preschool:  Darla Kohler, darlak@fccog.org 

Pastors Emeriti:  Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Rev. Sally Colegrove 

Director of Music Emeritus: Dr. John Stansell 
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