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and Lenten  

Offering 2014 
 

Lent begins the First Wednesday in March.  Come 

mark the beginning of the Lenten Season with us at our 

first Wonderful Wednesday of 2014 on March 5.  

During this Wonderful Wednesday, we will have a  

special kick-off for our Lenten Offering.   

 

Prior to Wonderful Wednesday, starting 

on March 2, you will begin to hear from  

the organization representatives who will 

share information about the projects to be 

supported by our 2014 campaign. 

 

So, mark your calendars for March 5 and join us for 

Wonderful “Ash” Wednesday! More details to follow. 



2  The Meet inghouse Monthly  

 

 

 

 Our Youth:      
 
                              

 
 
                         

 
 

        

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit our Photo Gallery to view event photos: 
www.fccog.org/photo-gallery/  

http://www.fccog.org/photo-gallery/
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By:  Rev. John Collins 

 
An elevator speech is a brief, persuasive speech that you use to spark  

interest in what your organization does. 

 
Dear Friends, 

 
The elevator speech is a technique used to get organizations to be really clear about who they are and what 

their mission is.  The idea is to be able to describe, in a compelling way, what your organization is and what 

it does….and to do it in the time it takes for an elevator to go about four floors, 20-30 seconds.  So, let’s 

say you had just been to a mid-day meeting here at the church and were still wearing a name tag that also 

included the name of the church.  You find yourself in an office building getting into the elevator on the 

ground floor and someone gets in with you, notices the name tag, and says, “What kind of church is First 

Congregational?”  What would you say?  Could you sum up who we are and what we stand for as a  

congregation in 20-30 seconds?  This is an important question for any congregation interested in renewal 

and growth. 

 

All of the studies that I’ve seen about church renewal begin with a focus on churches being very clear about 

identity….who they are!  This is also called Mission Clarity.  As February begins, the First Church Alive! task 

group will begin the work of strategic planning for our church in earnest.  And we will begin with the 

“elevator speech.”   Before we work on issues such as Governance, Spiritual Growth, Welcoming, Growth 

Initiatives, etc., we will work to create a clear, succinct statement of our Mission together.  This statement 

will then provide guidance as we look at the other components of our church’s life and ministry. 

 

So what do you think?  Would you be willing to take a little time and draft your version of the elevator 

speech for our church and send it to me?  (jcollins@fccog.org)  We will be talking about this at the First 

Church Alive! meeting on February 4 at 7:00 pm in the Lounge and I’d love to have your input for this 

discussion.  Even better, I’d love to have you come and be part of the discussion.  I know we have a  

wonderful church!  The trick is to be able to describe it clearly so we can tell others. 

 

It is truly exciting to think about what God is hoping we will do as a church in the new year.  The First 

Church Alive! task group will be working hard to create opportunities for you to get into the conversation 

about mission clarity and the other areas I’ve mentioned.  We need our entire church family to be involved 

in this crucial effort.  First Church is such a gift to all of us!  As we walk together through these next few 

months we will celebrate this gift so that on that hypothetical elevator, you can light up and tell the good 

news that is First Congregational Church of Greenwich! 

 
 

Speaking Pastorally 

John 

mailto:jcollins@fccog.org


4  The Meet inghouse Monthly  

 

  

 

“Musical Notes”  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Music and Arts Season continues - Sunday Afternoons Live - 4:00 pm in the Auditorium  
 

First Music and Arts presents another outstanding season in the intimate setting of our Auditorium, complete 
with coffee, tea, and light snacks.  Tickets are $20 per person (available at the door), and all school-aged youth 
are free.  Our season is gratefully underwritten by the late Stella Miazga, a non-church member who attended 
our concerts and generously bequeathed funds to support the series after her death. 
 

Sunday, February 2:  Chad Smith, saxophone 

 Sax-O-Philm is a unique theatrical concert experience which recreates the atmosphere of the 1920’s.  
It is a fully scripted and produced show, featuring the music of vaudeville saxophonist Rudy Wiedoeft, as per-
formed by Broadway saxophonist Chad Smith, on both alto and c melody saxophones.  Sax-O-Philm will 
transport audiences of all ages back to a time during which radio, ragtime, silent movies and flappers were all 
the rage.  Projected silent films, photo montages, and interesting anecdotes of the period round out the show. 

 Piano and harp accompany Chad to capture the unforgettable sound of the Golden Age.  The story-
line embodies the character of Wiedoeft through his style, humor, charm and showmanship. Sax-O-Philm’s 
unique blend of live music, world-class talent and multimedia make this a concert event unlike any other.  
Please visit saxophilm.com for more information. 

 Chad Smith first developed his interest in 1920’s saxophone virtuoso Rudy Wiedoeft while studying 
with Ted Hegvik at West Chester University in 1992.  Chad’s talent with multiple woodwind instruments has 
made him a sought after Broadway, film recording and concert performer.  He has been a member of the 
Broadway orchestras of Wicked, Legally Blonde, Follies and A Christmas Story. 
 

Sunday, February 9:  Peter Griggs, guitar 

 The Guitar In America concentrates on the unique styles of American guitar music, including  
traditional finger-picking, ragtime, blues, jazz and popular song, and includes music by Robert Johnson, 
George Gershwin, Duke Ellington, Wes Montgomery and others. 

 Peter Griggs is a guitarist and composer from New York City.  He has presented more than 450 solo 
guitar concerts in the USA and Europe – primarily in Germany and the United Kingdom, as well as in  
Scandinavia, the Baltic States, the Low Countries, France, Switzerland, Austria, the Czech Republic and  
Croatia – at art centers, museums, galleries, libraries, churches, festivals and jazz clubs.  His repertoire includes 
classical music of all periods – from Renaissance to modern – as well as flamenco, jazz, Brazilian music and his 
own compositions. 
 

Sunday, February 16:  Lindsay Kesselman, soprano and Christopher James Lees, pianist 

 The Many Faces of Love presents a stirring assortment of pieces that bring light to various corners, 
many rarely heard, of this elusive emotion.  Using contemporary American vocal music, sacred and romantic 
songs are intermixed with passionate, flights of fancy, darkly private and overwhelmingly exuberant expressions 
of affection.  I guarantee you'll "love" it! 

 Lindsay Kesselman is an American soprano currently on tour with the Philip Glass Ensemble as a 
member of his groundbreaking opera, Einstein on the Beach.  A specialist in contemporary vocal repertoire and 
chamber music, Ms. Kesselman actively commissions and records accessible, vibrant, and thought provoking 
music of our time. 

 Christopher James Lees is a prize-winning orchestral conductor, and has performed with the Los  
Angeles Philharmonic, Detroit Symphony, and National Arts Centre Orchestra among many others.  He is the 
Associate Director of Orchestras at the University of Michigan and moonlights as a collaborative pianist,  
primarily of contemporary vocal music.                            First Music and Arts Series Continues on Page 15 ... 

http://www.saxophilm.com
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Q & A about FCCOG 
with Senior Deacon Chris Cantwell and Trustees Chair Chris Hartwell 

 

 

Q: What is going on with First Church Alive!? 
 

A: As deacon, Paul Olmsted, and Rev. John Collins discussed at the Annual Meeting, the First Church 
Alive! task force has been busy since the last report in September’s Meetinghouse Monthly.  First 
Church Alive! is focused on renewing and growing the church.  It is being spearheaded by a task force, 
sponsored by the Church Committee, that includes deacons, members of the Board of Trustees, 
members of the congregation at large, and church staff; Paul Olmsted and John Collins are co-chairs.  
Late last year, the task force held workshops with current and past senior church leaders and staff in 
order to develop priorities.  Going forward, the task force is leading development of a strategic plan, 
the results of which will be presented to the congregation in June.  Key areas of focus for the plan are:  
clarifying the church’s mission, recommending a new governance structure, and reexamining 
stewardship, pastoral care, faith formation, and welcoming.  The effort will require support from the 
congregation, providing ample opportunities to get involved and help keep First Church growing. 

 

Q: How was the projected budget shortfall for 2014 ultimately addressed? 
 

A: As of early December 2013, we were projecting a 2014 deficit of nearly $250,000, even after cutting 
over $100,000 in expenses, including all pledge-derived Outreach funding and all voluntary 
contributions to the UCC.  We feared that we might be forced to make substantial additional cuts, 
including the elimination of music special programs and reduction of our staff to two full-time 
pastors.  Many members of the congregation strongly urged us to find a strategy to avoid those 
consequences.  Many also increased already generous pledges to add to our projected revenue for 
2014.  After substantial deliberation, the Budget Committee and the Trustees adopted a budget that 
retains our pastoral staff and music special programs at the existing level.  Compared with our 
December draft, the final version of the budget reflects an additional $74,483 in pledge income, a 
larger than anticipated 2013 budget surplus of $48,485, an expectation that $43,000 will be raised in 
a benefit event during 2014, and a borrowing from the Endowment in the amount of $38,749.  It 
also reflects a reduction of $10,000 in building maintenance projects and a decision to hold the music 
budget constant at 2013 levels.  The Trustees do not favor borrowing from the Endowment, but, 
ultimately decided that this level of borrowing was appropriate considering all circumstances, 
particularly the very positive pledge response at year end.  The borrowing will be repaid to the 
Endowment with interest over a four-year period, beginning in 2015.  While we have managed to 
“stay the course” in 2014 through a combination of marginal expense reductions and one-time 
revenue sources, we have not solved the structural budget deficit for future years.  The starting point 
for the 2015 budget will be a deficit of about $180,000, assuming that the one-time revenue sources 
utilized in 2013 are not repeated, that the first repayment is made on the loan from the Endowment, 
and that 81 Riverside Avenue is used as a parsonage for the new Senior Pastor.  Overcoming the 
structural deficit in the future will require substantial increases in dependable pledge or fundraising 
income, more fundamental changes in staffing and programs, or a combination of the two. 

 
  

Chris Cantwell and Chris Hartwell have now been succeeded by  
Elaine Teeters as Senior Deacon and David Alfano as Trustees Chair. 

   
Email your questions to jdteeters@yahoo.com or david@alfanocpa.com. 

 

mailto:jdteeters@yahoo.com
mailto:david@alfanocpa.com
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From the                                                                                     by Sue Asselin, RN 

 
 
Red Cross Blood Drive - Saturday, February 8, 8:00 am to 1:00 pm: 

The Wellness Committee and I hope you can be a part of this blood drive on February 8.  This community 
event is made special with lots of help.  FCCOG hospitality puts a personal touch on 
our blood drives with homemade refreshments and live piano music.  Please consider 
helping by donating blood or refreshments or playing piano.  

 

One donated unit of blood can save up to three lives in our local hospitals.  If you are 
17 or older (no upper age limit) and in good health, you are probably eligible.  If you 
have specific questions about your eligibility, please call the Red Cross Donor and  
Client Support Center at 1-866-236-3276.  To assure adequate staffing from the blood center in Farmington 
and to help with a smoother flow of donors, please call 1-800-GIVE LIFE to make an appointment to do-
nate. More information can be found at this link:  http://www.redcross.org/images/
MEDIA_CustomProductCatalog/m16340075_Blood_Donor_Brochure.pdf  

 

If you can help by bringing prepared food, devilled eggs and finger sandwiches are particularly appreciated. 
To donate refreshments, please call Betsy Kreuter at 203-698-3016 or look for the sign-up board at Coffee 
Hour on Sundays or in the office reception area on weekdays.  If you are able to play piano for a one-hour 
shift, please contact your Parish Nurse at 203-637-1791, ext 21. Thank you, in advance, for being a blessing 
to our community and beyond. 

 

Coming in March… 
 

Lunch and Learn:  Arm Yourself for Nutritional Success 

Thursday, March 6, 12:00 noon to 1:15 pm 

Erica Christ, Registered Dietitian and Manager of Outpatient Nutrition Services at Greenwich Hospital will 
explain strategies for success in incorporating healthy eating habits with today’s busy lifestyles.  Learn what 
kinds of “convenience” foods will set us up for nutritional success, at home and on the go.  A lite lunch will 
be served as Erica Christ speaks.  Seating is limited so please RSVP to your Parish Nurse at extension 21. 
 
CPR Training - Saturdays, March 15 & 29  

CPR Certification Classes will be offered for first-timers as well as those recertifying.  We are grateful that 
Greenwich EMS will again be providing the training at a reduced fee, so that there is no cost to participants. 
On March 15 there are two classes: 9:00 am to 12:00 pm OR 12:00 to 3:00 pm.  And on March 29, there is 
one class from 9:00 am to12:00 pm.  Please contact your Parish Nurse at extension 21 if you are interested in 
participating in this opportunity to help others.  

 
Second Hour - Sunday March 23, 11:20 am to 12:30 pm 
Beyond Sympathy:  Helping Family and Friends Through Tough Times 

Roni Lang, Licensed Clinical Social Worker from Greenwich Hospital’s Center for Healthy Aging, will high-
light the services offered at Greenwich Hospital’s Center for Healthy Aging, as well as the various support 
groups provided by the hospital staff.  She will then lead a discussion on how best to help a friend who might 
be suffering from illness or grief, and provide concrete suggestions on how to support and assist someone 
during such difficult times. 
 

 

http://www.redcross.org/images/MEDIA_CustomProductCatalog/m16340075_Blood_Donor_Brochure.pdf
http://www.redcross.org/images/MEDIA_CustomProductCatalog/m16340075_Blood_Donor_Brochure.pdf
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Report of the Senior Pastor Search Committee 
 

Rick Derr Pat Mendelsohn      David Alfano    Marty Berlin      Frosty Freidman         Pam Grunow 

       Olga Hartwell        Kristen Jacks                 Kimberly Kuppenheimer        Paul Olmsted                Rick Woodman  

e-mail us at:  search@fccog.org 

 
Your Senior Pastor Search Committee has been meeting weekly and working diligently and efficiently 
throughout the past months.  There are broadly different points of view on many topics within the 
committee, just as there are within the congregation.  I continue to be reassured that the Search 
Committee you formed well represents all viewpoints within our Church. 

 

We are pleased to tell you that we have begun our national search for our next Senior Pastor.  Our 
position is posted on the UCC website in the Search and Call  listing of open positions for all ministers to 
see.  We are also preparing to soon actively encourage ministers to apply by sending letters to all ministers 
of medium and large UCC churches.  We will encourage these ministers to consider applying or to 
mention our opportunity to excellent pastors that they know.  If you know of an excellent pastor that we 
should contact, please let us know. 

 

Throughout the upcoming process of solicitation, networking and then evaluation, we will be working 
closely with the CT UCC, through our regional conference minister, Rev. Michael Ciba, as well as our 
CT Conference Minister, Rev. Kent Siladi, and the conference staff. 

 

Many of you have been asking whether we considered our Associate Pastors for the position.  As you will 
recall, the Congregation, in the Charge approved at the last Annual Meeting that created our Search 
Committee, specifically instructed us to follow the policy on consideration of Associate Pastors adopted 
by the Church Committee.  Two major tenets of this policy were that :  
 

1) any application by an Associate Pastor, and the Search Committee’s consideration of this application, 
was to be kept strictly confidential by both the Associate Pastor and the Search Committee; and  
 

2) that the application and consideration of the application would take place before any outside 
applications are considered.  This policy strictly told us that we cannot speak about whether one or 
more of our Associate Pastors applied or how we may have considered such an application.  However, 
now that we are involved in a national search, the time for consideration of an application from an 
Associate Pastor, if there was one, has past.  I can, however, assure you that your Search Committee, 
just like the congregation, has the highest respect, love, and gratitude for our Associate Pastors.  They 
are persons of deep faith, their ministries among us are highly valued and they have a large impact on 
our lives.  At the same time, I have been told recently by our Associate Pastors themselves that they 
love our congregation and our church, they enjoy their jobs, and they find ministering among us to 
be deeply satisfying. 

 

We, your Search Committee, have much work ahead of us, but we are excited in anticipation of learning 
about and meeting many wonderful Pastors in the process ahead.  We are all confident that we will find a 
wonderful Senior Pastor to join with us for the exciting years ahead. 

mailto:search@fccog.org
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                 Avery’s Book Corner for February 

 

 

This month, David Birkit has shared with us an excellent book, Long Journey Home; A Guide to Your 
Search for the Meaning of Life by Os Guinness.  I highly endorse this book and greatly appreciate the in-
sights and inspiration that it offers. It’s a terrific read and study. Check it out. 

 

 
 

 

Bible Study 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

The plan for Bible Study in February is to  
continue our consideration of Daniel, helpfully 
translated from its Hebrew and Aramaic roots 
into English for us.  The stories that you may 
have learned as a child take on a whole new 
meaning, and the visions that poor Nebuchad-
nezzar suffered unfold to tell us much about 
history and things beyond history.  You needn't 
have started in January to come in February 
since the book almost starts afresh and so shall 
we about half way through.  Join the throng.  
Sundays, 11:20 am in the Lounge -- over by 
12:30 pm. 

 

Do You Need … ? 
 

Do you need a babysitter?  I am a sophomore at 
Greenwich Academy, I sing in the Youth Choir 
here at First Church, and I 
am a volunteer in the Baby 
Nursery on Sunday mornings.  
 
If you would like to contact 
me for babysitting,  please do 
so through Rosemary Lamie 
at either RosemaryL@fccog.org or 203-637-
1791, ext 20. 
 

* * * * 

If there are other high school students who have 

services to offer, such as babysitting, snow  

removal, yard work, running errands, etc., 

please contact Barbara Wilkov at  

barbaraw@fccog.org or 203-637-1791 ext. 24 

and she will “advertise” your services as well. 

From the Inside Flap:   
 

Have you woken up to the journey of life?  Have you reached a point where you long 
for “something more”?  Have the things you have striven to achieve turned out to be far 
less than enough?  Do you desire to unriddle life’s mystery and pursue a life rich with 
significance?  “Long Journey Home” is a seeker’s road map to the quest for meaning.  
Rich in stories and profoundly personal as well as practical, it explores the great phi-
losophies of life and charts the road toward meaning taken by countless thoughtful 
seekers over the centuries.  Written for those who care and those who are open, “it as-
sumes no faith in the reader, only the recognition that the humanness of life as a jour-
ney is something we should all care about enough to seek to make sense of it and to 
make up our minds for ourselves.”  

mailto:RosemaryL@fccog.org
mailto:rosemaryl@fccog.org
mailto:barbaraw@fccog.org
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The Summer Program at First Church Preschool 2014 

 
 

 

 
The Summer Program at First Church Preschool is designed for children between the ages of 3 and 5 years  
(i.e. must be between turning 3 by 12/31/14 and entering kindergarten in September 2014).  
The program consists of three 2-week sessions: 

 

 Session 1:  June 16 – June 27:  Our World of Sports:  Children participate in a variety of 
fun sports and physical activities that get their bodies moving and their game on! 

 

 Session 2:  June 30 – July 11 (closed 7/4):  The Arts Factory:  Children imagine, design, 
and create within different media, including art, music, and dance. 

 

 Session 3:  July 14 – July 25:  Little Scientists:  Exploration, experimentation, and discovery 
are encouraged through children’s interactions with their natural environment. 

 

All sessions include arts & crafts, water play, playground time, and snacks. 

 

New this summer! 

You will be able to register for just one week of each session. 
 

Seahorses:  3 year-olds only attend Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 9:00 am—12:00 pm.  Children 
must be toilet trained. 

 

*Cost per full 2-week session:  $350 

*Cost per one-week only session:  $200  

 

4 & 5 Year-Olds:  Attend Monday – Friday 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.  These children bring a lunch from home.  

 

*Cost per full 2-week sessions 1 & 3:  $600; Cost per full 2-week session 2:  $550 

*Cost per one-week only of sessions 1 & 3:  $325; Cost per one-week only of session 2:  $275 

 
Contact Information: 

First Church Preschool 

108 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich, CT 06870 

203-637-5430; E-Mail: darlak@fccog.org   

www.firstchurchpreschool.org 

 

 

mailto:darlak@fccog.org
http://www.firstchurchpreschool.org
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November 3:   Regular Church School; Youth Choir Sings in Church 

November 10:   Veterans’ Day Weekend; Service Sunday focus on Inspirica 

November 17:   Regular Church School 

November 24:  Harvest Sunday; All Choirs Sing; Bring bag(s) of non-perishable groceries for 
 Neighbor to Neighbor and H.O.M.E. Co-op in Orland, Maine Food Pantries 

December 1:   Thanksgiving Weekend; 1st Sunday of Advent; Service Sunday; Advent “Make 
 Your Own” Craft Workshop 2:00 - 4:00 pm (see inside back cover for details). 

 

 Church School and Events of Interest to Families in February 

 

Calendar: 
 

 Sunday, February 2 Regular Church School; 2nd Graders in worship to participate in 

    Communion; Teachers’ Meeting 11:30 am - 12:30 pm in the Daniels 
    Center (child care and snacks available during the meeting).  
 

 Sunday, February 9 Regular Church School  
 

 Sunday, February 16 “Service Sunday” - Project to be announced. 
 

 Sunday, February 23 Regular Church School 

 

Hold these dates in March: 
 

 Sunday, March 2  Bible Breakfast for 3rd Graders and their families, 9:00-10:00 am; 

    Fifth Graders cook chili for the Soup Kitchen  
 

 Wednesday, March 5 Wonderful Wednesday/Ash Wednesday 

 

5th Graders Cook Chili for the Soup Kitchen 
 

An important part of the 5th Grade Outreach Initiative is the annual chili cooking 
session in March.  In addition to shopping and cooking, the class will learn about the 
Soup Kitchen at the New Covenant House of Hospitality in Stamford where our 
congregation provides lunch on the first Monday of every month year round. 

 

  Will Your Children Be Joining Their Friends  

             at Silver Lake this Summer? 
 

Last summer, a record number of children from FCCOG discovered or rediscovered the joy, fun 
and new friendships at Silver Lake in Sharon, CT.  Silver Lake, AKA “God’s Backyard,” is our 
church’s summer camp.  If you have a child or teen between the ages of 8 (going into 4th grade) and 
18, don’t miss the chance for them to experience this amazing place and its amazing grace.  Regis-
tration has already begun and since many conferences fill up quickly, please visit their website soon 
to explore and sign up! Go to www.silverlakect.org and click on the registration button to register 
for an awesome summer conference, today!!!  It’s immediate, safe, easy and available 24/7!  Watch 
our kids talk about their summers at Silver Lake...visit fccog.org (link under News You Can Use). 

http://www.silverlakect.org
http://www.fccog.org/
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We thank you for the ways that your support and encouragement  
help make this opportunity possible. 

Nicaragua 2014! 
 

 

I hope that you’ve had a chance to read last 
month’s Meetinghouse Monthly to hear a bit 
about our 2014 trip to Nicaragua.  If not, take a 
look online.  After reading that article, many of 
you have asked how you can help.  Here are 
some ideas: 

 

Support Us Financially: 

 

A great way to help is by contributing to this 
trip.  You can do that online or by earmarking a 
gift to the church specified for the Youth  
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (the fund from 
which this trip is paid).  If you’d like to  
contribute online, please visit our fundraising 
website at:  http://www.razoo.com/team/
Fabretto-Children-S-Organization-Nicaragua. 

There, you can learn even more about the trip 
and make a secure, online donation to help 
cover the cost of our trip.  Our goal is lofty, but 
not as high as our hopes! 

 

Donate Supplies: 

 

During the month of February, there will be a 
box at Coffee Hour marked “Nicaragua 2014.”  
We will be taking stickers, pencils, pens,  
crayons, and first aid supplies to donate to the 
schools and programs with which we will be 
working. 

 

Buy Jewelry: 

 

We had hoped to sell jewelry made in Nicaragua 
during the month of December.  Because they were 
out of stock, we will, instead, be bringing back 
goods following our trip.  Save your pennies and 
shop early for Christmas 2014!  

 

Help Commission Your Delegates: 

 

On February 2 during our 10 am worship service, 
your delegates for this trip will be commissioned.  
Please join us for this important time of sending 
and blessing. 

 

Pray: 

 

We will be traveling from February 9 – February 
16.  Could you commit to saying a short prayer for 
us each day we are away?  Prayers for safety, grace, 
hope and peace are appreciated. 

 

Come Hear About the Trip: 

 

On February 23, we will have a special worship 
service at 6:00 pm.  During this service, we will 
sing, pray and offer stories from our time together 
in Nicaragua.  We will also have some of the food 
we enjoyed on the trip for you to sample. 

 

 

Find us on Facebook and LIKE the page!                    

Follow us on Twitter  @FCCOGCT                                                                                   

Check out our YouTube page.                    

http://www.razoo.com/team/Fabretto-Children-S-Organization-Nicaragua
http://www.razoo.com/team/Fabretto-Children-S-Organization-Nicaragua
http://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church-of-Greenwich/193405407368230?sk=wall
https://twitter.com/FCCOGCT
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXgou35EY5N803D4e_J4JNA?feature=results_main
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      Youth Groups:  

Continued on next page ... 
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Sunday, February 2 & Sunday, February 23 

 

Because of the Nicaragua Mission trip, there will be no JPF on Feb. 9 or Feb. 16 

  
Through the months of February and March, come into Puppetpalooza as we 

handcraft our very own puppets. Every week we’ll add on to our collection  

of puppets and ultimately put on our very own puppet show in March! 

  

Do you have a comment, question, or suggestion?  Feel free to contact Mark Montgomery at 

revmarkmontgomery@gmail.com.  For photos and a full calendar of youth events, please visit our youth 

website at www.fccogyouth.com. 

 
 

Soup Kitchen Volunteers –  
 

Making Food to Feed Our Neighbors and Friends 

 

Thanks to Wendy Yu and Girl Scout Troop 50104 for cooking chili in 
January.  This is the second consecutive year Girl Scout Troop 50104 
cooked for our neighbors and friends at the soup kitchen. 
 

Financial Assistance Needed 
The ingredients to make salad and chili every month cost approximately 
$150.  Our budget for the current fiscal year is in danger of running out of 
funds.  Please consider making a donation to the church to keep this vital 
outreach activity alive. 
 

Cooks are needed to make chili for the following Monday dates: 
 April 7 
 May 5 
 June 2 
 
The prep work and cooking can be scheduled for either the Friday, 
Saturday or Sunday before these dates. 
 
To sign up your volunteer team, contact Tom Mahoney at 
fccoghungermission@gmail.com. 

mailto:revmarkmontgomery@gmail.com
http://www.fccogyouth.com
mailto:fccoghungermission@gmail.com
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Tai Chi Fitness with Luis Duarte 
 

Improve your balance, health and 
well being.  Come and experience 
the many wonderful benefits of Tai 
Chi and Qi Gong exercises.  Classes 
are held on Wednesdays at 8:00 am 
and Thursdays at 9:00 am.  Only 
$10 per class, $8 for seniors.  Join  
us!  You’ll love it!  All are welcome. 

 

Women’s Fellowship 

 

Nights Off  in February:   
 

Nights Off will be gathering at the home of Kathy 
Riley on Monday, February 17 at 6:00 pm for a 
Valentine pot luck get-together.   
 
Bring along a favorite dish to share and whatever 
you would like to drink. It will be a time of shar-
ing, laughter and maybe even a game. 
 
All are welcome, so why not call up a friend and  
offer to bring them along?  Sometimes all one needs 
is an “ASK.” 
 
Any questions can be directed to Shirley Flierl at 
FBTworld@aol.com or 203-629-4939. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Kettle Quilters:  
 

Our March deadline to finish the raffle quilt is 
approaching quickly.  We invite 
everybody who has been quilting 
in the past or who is good with 
any kind of stitchery to help us 
reach our goal.  Give us a few 
hours of your precious time.  We 
cannot do it alone. 
 

The quilt pattern is a liberal version of the 
classical Log Cabin and we named the quilt, 
Greenwich after Sandy.   
 

Come and find out why: 

Mondays 9:00 am -12:00 pm 
Tuesdays 7:30 pm -9:00 pm 
 

In Room 203 (next to the kitchen)! 
 

Inge Thalheim 203-637-9614 

Hilary Lawrence 203-637-1214    

 

Volunteers Needed! 

Women's Fellowship is responsible for hosting 
Coffee Hour during March.  There 
are 5 Sundays to fill:  March 2nd, 
9th, 16th, 23rd and the 30th.  We 
are looking for volunteers to help 
serve and we are also in need of 
centerpieces and baked goods (which 
can be dropped off in advance if 
necessary.)  Please contact Laura Erickson if you 
are able to help out at LErick67@gmail.com.   

  

For Moms of  Very  Young Children — Join us in February 
 
 

If you have a baby, toddler and/or 2 year old, join us for an opportunity to meet and relax  
with other moms and their young kids.  The group meets the 2nd and 4th Friday of every 

month (February14 and 28 this month) from 9:30–10:30 am (note the new time) in 
Room104.  For more information, contact Kristen Jacks at kmj33z@yahoo.com  

or call her at 203-344-1961.  

mailto:FBTworld@aol.com
mailto:LErick67@gmail.com
mailto:kmj33z@yahoo.com
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FEBRUARY Responsibilities and Assignments 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Deacon Assignments:                                                      

Invocation - Elaine Teeters 

Hospital Notes - Carole Lang 

 
Memorial Service: 

Steve Pierson - Feb. 3 

Elaine Teeters - Feb. 10 

Carole Lang - Feb. 17 

Dick Peebles - Feb. 24 

 

February 2 Communion: 
 

Dick Peebles - Capt 

Wendy Reynolds - Setup 

April Condon - Setup 

Elaine Teeters - Setup 

John Denne - Setup 

Chris Cantwell - Cleanup 

Steve Pierson - Cleanup 

Carole Lang - Cleanup 
 

 

Coffee Hour  
Committee Hosts: 

 

Stewardship  
(1st two weeks) 

 

Church School Task Force 
(Last two weeks) 

 

First Music and Arts Sunday Afternoons Live continued from page 4...                    
 

Sunday, February 23 Masayuki Maki, harpsichord 

 Music of J. S. Bach and his contemporaries.  This program will present harpsichord music composed 
by J. S. Bach, his teacher Georg Böhm, and his son C. P. E. Bach, and, at the same time, you will hear 
harpsichord music composed by our contemporaries, such as the Dutch composer Louis Andriessen and the 
Japanese composer Toru Takemitsu.  Hearing the music from the old and new, the east and west, do you 
think the music is changed by time and space, or our perception of them is changed by music? 

 A multi-instrumentalist on various classical keyboard instruments, Masayuki Maki has extensive 
experience in lecturing and performing in America and Asia.  He was formerly Associate Instructor of 
harpsichord performance and keyboard accompaniment at the Jacobs School of Music at Indiana  
University and is now adjunct faculty at the Aaron Copland School of Music at Queens College of the City 
University of New York, teaching harpsichord, organ, fortepiano, and chamber music. 

 Maki often performs in prestigious concert venues such as Carnegie Hall, Forbidden City Concert 
Hall (China), and Suntory Hall (Japan). He regularly works at the Metropolitan Opera and New York City 
Opera as harpsichord technician, and is currently completing his doctorate in harpsichord at Stony Brook 
where he is also Assistant Director of the Stony Brook Opera. 

 

  

 

 

   

  

    

 

 

 

 

 

Chad Smith, 
saxophone 

Peter Griggs, 
guitar 

Lindsay Kesselman, 
soprano 

Christopher James 
Lees, pianist 

Masayuki Maki, 
harpischord 
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Thank You’s 

 

New Member Orientation Opportunities  

in February 
 

 

Would you like to explore becoming a member of First Church?  You will have two opportunities in 
February to participate in a First Church orientation session.  Join us on Sunday, February 16 at 11:15 am in 
the Senior Pastor’s Office or Sunday, February 23 at 9:15 am in the Lounge (child care will be provided at 
both sessions).  

 

You may RSVP to Ginny Breismeister (ginnyb@fccog.org) or John Collins (jcollins@fccog.org) or call the 
Church Office at 203-637-1791 if you would like to attend one of these two sessions, or just drop in! 

 

You will be entering a fellowship of people who will support you, pray for you and care for you.   
We hope you will join us. 

Covenant to Care for Children: 
 

Kids will be kids, unless they suffer abuse, neglect, and loss of family and home.   
 

On behalf of CT children who are tragically familiar with intolerable risks and losses, 
thank you for contributing to our mission.  Their immediate needs range from something as simple as a 
holiday gift; to needing a mentor to join them on their journey to successful adulthood; to furnishings for 
an apartment so they can reunite with their families after months or years in foster care.  Thanks to  
responding to their needs, so the kids can go back to thinking and dreaming about their wants: for them-
selves, their families, their future, their world.  Together, we are improving the odds that these kids can 
still be kids. 
 

Thank you to the congregants of First Congregational Church of Greenwich for your donation of toys 
this holiday season; your support is greatly appreciated. 

                                                                                                 David V. Santis, Ph.D., Associate Director 

H.O.M.E., Inc., Orland, Maine: 
 

Dear Friends at Old Greenwich, 

Thank you for helping with our Christmas project.  We had a wonderful Christmas party 
and all the children were so delighted with the gifts they received.  We were able to help 
close to 300 people this year with your help. 
 

Thank you and God Bless!                                                                            Jackie Burpee, H.O.M.E. 

mailto:ginnyb@fccog.org
mailto:jcollins@fccog.org
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The College and University Loan Fund 
Interest-free Funding for College 

 

____________ 
 
 

APPLICATIONS BEING ACCEPTED BEGINNING IN MARCH  
FOR  FALL 2014 

 
It's all over the news - the cost of higher education continues to skyrocket, far outpacing the rate of 
inflation.  Students and their families are being asked to absorb these costs, and the loans that so often 
make up a part of the financial aid packages offered by the educational institutions present an onerous 
burden for students for years after graduation. 
 
In 1955 First Congregational Church developed the College and University Loan Fund (“CULF”) to 
assist students and their families with the expense of a college education.  The CULF is available to any 
member or active participant of First Congregational Church, as well as to members of the First 
Church staff.  There is no requirement to show need; your involvement in our church is the sole 
requirement for eligibility.  While the loans offered through the CULF will not completely offset the 
costs of higher education, the value of an interest-free loan is significant, and presents, as well, an 
opportunity to expose students to the first law of economics:  "interest-free" is both rare and invaluable! 
 
Students are eligible to apply for $2,000 per academic year (August 1 - July 31).  Both the loan 
application and a separate loan agreement required prior to disbursement of CULF loan funds are 
available for download on the church website at www.fccog.org.  Just click on the "About Us" link on 
the church website and scroll down to the College and University Loan Fund.  There you will find 
complete information about the CULF application process as well as links for the required documents.  
Loan applications and agreements can also be picked up in the church office.  A separate information 
sheet outlining the details of the CULF application process and loan terms is also available for 
download and at the church office.   
 
The CULF is made possible by donations over the course of almost 60 years from members of First 
Church committed to the cause of assisting our young people - and, indeed, any of our Church family - 
in the effort to gain an education.  It represents in very tangible form the long-standing sense of care 
and commitment embodied by our First Church family.  
 
For more information about the CULF or to arrange a loan, please contact Debbie LaCivita of the 
CULF Committee at 203-698-0179 or by email at CULF@fccog.org.  We strongly encourage students 
to apply during the period March through May for funding for the upcoming academic year (August 
2014 through July 2015).  We do ask that all loan applications be submitted to the CULF Committee 
prior to May 15, 2014 to ensure timely action for the fall term. 
 
Congratulations and best wishes to all our students as they pursue their educational goals! 

 
The CULF Committee 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.fccog.org/about-us/college-and-university-loan-fund/
mailto:CULF@fccog.org
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         F E B R U A R YB I R T H D AY S  

02/01  Janice Riddell 

02/01  Marilyn Olsson 

02/01  Nicholas Tagliarino 

02/01  Gregory Riddell 

02/01  Sophie Waine 

02/02  Webb Williams 

02/02  Hayden Witmer 

02/02  Kyle Allen 

02/03  Elizabeth Baker 

02/03  Matthijs Hoekstra 

02/04  Judson Saviskas 

02/04  John Norrgard 

02/04  Jack Sweger 

02/04  Nancy Pierson 

02/04  Lissa Arnold 

02/04  Clark Shaw 

02/04  Anne Johnson 

02/05  Elizabeth Kreuter 

02/05  Karen Taggart 

02/05  David Schrohe 

02/05  Lisa Flanagan 

02/05  Kelly Anne Boles 

02/05  Alexander Simko 

02/06  Vance Briceland 

02/06  Nathaniel Willard 

02/06  Kelly Dodd 

02/07  Allison Ariyibi 

02/07  Robert Phelps 

02/07  Heather Sahrbeck 

02/07  William Graham 

02/07  Drew Mohn 

02/08  Peter Scopelliti 

02/09  Michaela S Fossum 

02/09  William Osgood 

02/09  James Dunn 

02/09  Dorothy Mueller 

02/09  Juliet Primo 

02/09  Katherine Sweet 

02/09  Alex Leidy 

02/09  Haley Norrgard 

02/09  Chloe Kimberlin 

02/10  Leon McKenzie 

02/10  Cheryl Osgood 

02/10  David Scopelliti 

02/10  Allison Whittemore 

02/10  Laura Moore 

02/10  Jordan Reiss 

02/10  Chris Hallowell 

02/10  Matthew Thomas 

02/11  Lynn Robertson 

02/11  Sally MacDougall 

02/11  Valeri Primo 

02/11  Matthew Pruner 

02/11  Grayson Shaw 

02/12  Janet Sotzing 

02/12  Rebecca Jewett 

02/12  Matthew Shattuck 

02/12  Kristen Morris 

02/13 Rev Sarah-Anne Colegrove 

02/13  Elizabeth Olson 

02/13  Thalia Anderen 

02/13  Britt Carnegie 

02/13  Dylan Rose 

02/14  Mario Lotufo 

02/14  Dawn Hewitt 

02/14  Edward Thomas 

02/15  Caryn Jacoby 

02/15  Christian Burns 

02/15  Andrew Scrivan 

02/15  Julia Blandori 

02/15  Sarah Cioffari 

02/15  Joey Claps 

02/15  Olivia Pfetsch 

02/16  Andrew Hanson 

02/16  Paola Ryckman 

02/16  Jessica Burick 

02/16  Courtney Griffin 

02/16  Shaw Speer 

02/16  Patrick Condon 

02/17  Matthew Hoster 

02/17  Emma Nicole Kirchner 

02/18  Mark Mohn 

02/18  Melinda May 

02/18  Alexander Dadzis 

02/18  Tom Grunow 

02/19  Richard Derr 

02/19  Lisa Norrgard Miller 

02/19  Daniel Schlorff 

02/20  Janet Savage 

02/20  Andrew Wall 

02/20  Lindsay Allen 

02/20  Spencer Goh 

02/21  Betty Sleath 

02/21  Jefferson Watkins 

02/21  Katharine Derr 

02/21  Charles MacDougall 

02/22  Frank Quinn 

02/22  Susan Doyle 

02/22  Brian Smith 

02/23  Jane Yates 

02/23  William Boles 

02/23  Gary Lico 

02/23  Katherine Scrivan 

02/23  Samantha Stone 

02/23  Taylor Ingraham 

02/24  Jean Simpson 

02/24  Louis Paris 

02/24  Robert Small 

02/24  Daniel Wurst 

02/25  Barbara Wilkov 

02/25  Joan Osgood 

02/25  Rebecca Marlowe 

02/25  Becki Burdick 

02/25  Carly Jenkins 

02/26  Daryl Smith 

02/26  Michael Lamie 

02/26  Juliette Brindak 

02/26  Arthur Berman 

02/26  Brandon DelCristo 

02/27  Barbara Trepanier 

02/27  Megan Shattuck 

02/27  Kylie Schneider 

02/28  Peter Benedict 

 

Mark Your Calendars: 

 
The Church Offices will be 
closed Monday, February 17 
for Presidents’ Day.  

L ife E vents:                       
Deaths 

 

Fred Meyer 
 

 
  

All Christmas decorations will be removed from 
the graves in the Cemetery and Columbarium 

on or before March 1.  
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 News from The Rummage Room  
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich   

 

FEBRUARY EVENTS CALENDAR: 

Monday, February 3:  Selected items 50% off for the week. 

Monday, February 10 through Friday, February 14:  50% off everything Red.  Happy St. Valentine's Week!! 

Monday, February 17:  In Celebration of President's Day - 50% off on everything ... today only. 

Monday, February 24 through Wednesday, February 26:  Winter Clearance Sale - 50% off everything 
through Wednesday. 

Thursday, February 27:  1st Day of Bag Sales.  Each full Bag $12. 

Friday, February 28:  2nd Day of Bag Sales.  Each full Bag $8. 

Saturday, March 1:  3rd Day of Bag Sales.  Each full Bag $1.  The 
Rummage Room closes at 1:00 pm. Everything must go!!!! 

Monday, March 3:  The Rummage Room REOPENS at 1:00 pm with 
'EVERYTHING SPRING.'  (Closed for restocking Monday morning) 

Manager Maria's Wish List:  Everything for Spring ... adult and 
children's clothing; shoes; handbags; jewelry; hats; St. Patrick's Day. 
 

Hours of Operation:  10:00 am to 5:00 pm Monday through Friday and 
10:00 am to 1:00 pm on Saturday. 

Hours for Donations:  9:30 am to 4:30 pm Monday through Thursday 
and 9:30 am to 12:30 pm on Friday and Saturday. 

 
The Sixteenth President of the United States, Abraham Lincoln, once 
said:  "Most people are about as happy as they make up their mind to be."  Happiness is one of those important 
things the world needs right now, and perhaps, in turn, could help bring about peace on earth, good will 
towards ALL.  

       

 

 

 

Sunday, February 2  

11:00 am to 1:00 pm  

in the Auditorium 

 

Soup, chili and stew will be sold for $10/quart as 

long as supplies last, so come early!  All proceeds 

go to support Women’s Fellowship projects.  

Women’s Fellowship presents: 
“Souper Bowl Sunday”  

Valentine’s Day Window 
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The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Ministers:  The Members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Interim Senior Pastor:  Rev. John W. Collins, jcollins@fccog.org  

Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry:  Rev. Mark D. Montgomery, revmarkmontgomery@gmail.com 

Associate Pastor for Communication and Adult Education:  Rev. Daniel B. England, dengland@fccog.org 

Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care:  Rev. Avery C. Manchester, amanchester@fccog.org 

Director of Music:  Dr. Craig Scott Symons, craigs@fccog.org 

Director of Church School:  Rosemary Lamie, rosemaryl@fccog.org 

Director of Membership:  Ginny Breismeister, ginnyb@fccog.org 

Director of Communications:  Barbara Wilkov, barbaraw@fccog.org 

Parish Nurse:  Susan Asselin, RN, susana@fccog.org 

Director of Preschool:  Darla Kohler, darlak@fccog.org 

Pastors Emeriti:  Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Rev. Sally Colegrove 

Director of Music Emeritus: Dr. John Stansell 
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