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Special Sundays in October 
 

 October 6:   World Communion Sunday   

                       Rev. Manchester preaching 

 October 13:  Special Guest Preacher   

  Kent Siladi, Conference Minister 

  (See page 6 for more info) 

 October 20: Stewardship Sunday 

  Rev. Collins preaching 

 October 27: Ingathering Sunday 

  Rev. England preaching 
 

Coming up in November 
 

 November 24:  Harvest Sunday 

      First Music & Arts 7:00 pm  
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(Visit our NEW Photo Gallery at www.fccog.org to view more event photos) 
 

First Day of Church School  
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By:  Rev. John Collins 

 
Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing? 

                                                                                                                  ~Jesus 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
If you think about the job I have, Interim Senior Minister of First Church, it will come as no surprise that 
I go to many, many church meetings.  It is not uncommon for me to be at the church for meetings three, 
and sometimes four, evenings a week.  This is part of the work of parish ministry.  And like so many of 
you, there are times when I am truly ready, strong and prepared to walk into a meeting and there are 
times when, well, I’m not.  And on the evenings when I am not, I sometimes wonder how Jesus would 
have handled the schedule and expectations of the modern parish minister.  What would it be like for  
Jesus to walk into the Church Committee meeting or to sit with the Trustees?  What would he do, what 
would he say, what would his attitude be? 
 
Last week, with five minutes to go before yet another church meeting, I found myself feeling tired and 
realized that I was sort of dragging myself to this meeting.  And in that moment, I was wondering just 
what was the connection between what Jesus was trying to do, what he was trying to get the world to un-
derstand, and what I was doing.  Feeling slightly off balance, I decided not to walk into the meeting room 
but, rather, to drift out into the darkness of our cemetery.  Walking deeply into that field of time gone by, 
that place of memory fading away with each passing year, I was startled by the brightness of light spilling 
onto the headstones.  Turning to the east, I found myself arrested by the sight of the just risen moon,  
almost full, and falling compassionately upon my troubled spirit.  It was absolutely, stunningly beautiful!  
And there I stood, maybe five or ten minutes, letting that other world wash away doubt and darkness in 
its refreshing light.  Then I walked back into the church and the waiting meeting. 
 
I think what Jesus was trying to get the world to see is that this precious life is a series of moments in 
which we can open to God’s presence, fully feeling and embracing the kingdom of God…. or we can 
drive ourselves right by it.  You can hear Beethoven playing on the radio and not feel it at all if you’re  
preoccupied with something else, or you can let it capture your soul and find yourself carried into his deep 
and fascinating world.  You can notice the full moon and look quickly away, or you can look long enough 
for its beauty to shine grace into your soul.  And, you can sit in a church meeting and not realize the ex-
traordinary miracle of each person around the table, or you do what Jesus did over and over…you can 
look deeply and with great sympathy at each individual in the room. 
 
So it is with all our lives.  Jesus’ statement that life is more than food and the body more than clothing is 
not some nice bible verse.  It is a profound call to love this sweet life, to wake from our lethargy over and 
over to the Kingdom of God, the stunning, beautiful world right in front of us.  And you know what?  
Our church meetings, sometimes long, sometimes tedious, are all about making this church into a place 
where everyone is invited to experience that call. 

 
 

John 

 

Speaking Pastorally 
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   A Farewell to  
   Connie Walton 

 

 
 

And Happy 60th Anniversary to Mary Jane and Bill Penwell!  
   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Two wild and crazy “kids”! 

Bulletin Covers 
It's been a couple of years now since we got away from the old line drawing of the church on the bulletin cover 
each Sunday and replaced it with cover art related to the scripture or sermon of the morning.  They are chosen 
by Barb Wilkov and Dan England who search diligently and spar weekly until they agree on a cover that is col-
orful, meaningful and, well, maybe something you wouldn't expect.  Just to set your mind at rest, whenever we 
can, we contact the artist and ask permission to use the picture or piece of art (unless it's Rembrandt or some-
body who is similarly unavailable) and give them credit for the work. If you like the piece of art, most of these 
artists have websites with that piece and ones like it for sale.  Do take a look when something strikes you.  They 
say art is meant to provoke emotion.  We hope to do that tastefully every week.  Enjoy. 
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“Musical Notes”  
 

 

New Faces in the Chancel Choir! 

 

Summer is a great chance for folks to try out the view from the choir loft and we are happy to welcome 
a new soprano, Helen Neafsey, to our choir family.  Helen has 
ties to our choir from several years ago and also sings with the 
Greenwich Choral Society.  When you see her, extend a hand 
of welcome. 

 

We are also fortunate to welcome back home Tom Woodman, 
a co-section leader with Vasil in the bass section of the Chancel 
Choir.  For more than 15 years, Tom (along with his wife, 
Carol) have been at Fairfield Congregational Church.  Due to 
financial issues, all of their section leaders were cut from the 
budget last spring.  Because Jayson Engquist, our assistant organist, moved to Minnesota in late August, 
monies from the accompanist line item were diverted to help bring Tom “back home” to the church 
that gave him so many musical opportunities and support.  Here is a little information from Tom’s  
biography: 

 

 Thomas Woodman was born and raised in Greenwich, Connecticut and is a 
graduate of the Hartt School of Music.  He was a 1979 winner of the  
Connecticut Opera Association Competition and was a 1980 Metropolitan  
Opera National Council Award winner.  In 1980 he participated in the 
Merola Opera Program with The San Francisco Opera and subsequently  
became The Reader’s Digest Affiliate Artist with the San Francisco Opera. 

 

Tom has sung on concert and opera stages around the world, including 
several roles with the Metropolitan Opera, New York City Opera, and 
many opera houses in Europe. 

 

Because the members of our bass section tend to be the “most traveled” 
section, we often have as few as 2 or 3 basses to balance 30+ voices in 
the other sections.  This will also take a little of the weight off the 
other basses so they don’t feel they have to over-sing and compensate 
to balance the group.  To be clear, the money was (and is) in place 
from Jayson’s accompanist budget, there was no request for additional 
funding, but merely a shifting of one line to another.  I agreed to 
forego an accompanist in order to solidify our choir. 

 

I think you will agree that our music ministry is one of the finest around, and we will continue to build 
and maintain the outstanding music we support and appreciate week after week. 

 

Continued on next page... 
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“Musical Notes” continued from previous page… 
 

First Music and Arts Season Opens on November 24: 
 

The 3rd season of First Music and Arts opens on 
Sunday, November 24, at 7:00 pm, with a 
performance by The New England Ringers, a 15-
member handbell ensemble, in our First Church 
auditorium.  The group is comprised of 
professional musicians from the New England 
area who are church musicians or handbell choir 
directors.  They gather in upstate Massachusetts 
every two weeks to rehearse some of the most 
difficult music written for this medium.  They 
ring 6 octaves of Schulmerich handbells and 7 
octaves of Malmark handchimes.  It will be a 
truly exciting concert, and a feast for the ears and 
eyes.  Tickets are $20 for adults, and any school-aged youth are free.  This is a family –friendly event 
and there will be music to appeal to all ages.  

Continued from the front cover...October 13 Guest Preacher, Kent Siladi 
 

Three months ago The Connecticut Conference of The United Church of Christ elected Reverend 
Kent J. Siladi as our new Conference Minister for the Connecticut Conference.  Kent brings a 
refreshing new spirit to this important office and it will be our pleasure to welcome him to our pulpit 

here at First Church on Sunday, October 13.  I hope you’ll plan to be with us in 
worship that day and take this opportunity to meet Kent. 
 
Rev. Siladi began his duties as Conference Minister in July of 2013.  Prior to that 
time he was the Conference Minister of the United Church of Christ in Florida for 
six years.  He was on the Conference staff of this Conference for 10 years, serving as  
a Regional Minister.  He also was a local church pastor for sixteen years serving two 
churches in the Connecticut Conference (Brookfield and North Guilford).   
 
Rev. Siladi has been involved in all of the settings of the United Church of Christ.  

He has served in the local church as pastor, in the Association setting as a member of a Committee on 
Ministry, in the Conference setting as staff and in the national setting as a participant in the UCC 
History, Theology and Polity Network.  He chaired the General Synod 25 Nominating Committee and 
was the host Conference Minister for General Synod 28 in Tampa.  He currently serves on the Board of 
Directors of the Cornerstone Fund.  He is the Chairperson of the Council of Conference Ministers.  He 
is one of the writers of the UCC Affirming Faith Confirmation curriculum and has written for various 
faith-based periodicals. 
 
As Conference Minister his primary responsibilities include offering a ministry of leadership and 
relationship, communicating the mission and ministry of the Connecticut Conference, providing 
programmatic and Conference staff oversight, assuring business and financial oversight and representing 
the Connecticut Conference to the wider church.  Rev. Siladi is a graduate of Nasson College and Yale 
Divinity School. 
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From the Parish Nurse  
by Sue Asselin, RN 
 
RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE  at FCCOG: 

Saturday, October 5, 8:00 am to 1:00 pm  

Co-sponsored by the Wellness Committee and the Women’s Fellowship, FCCOG-hosted blood drives are a favorite 
among blood drive connoisseurs.  We are known for our attention to details like live piano music and homemade dev-
iled eggs.  Please consider helping by donating blood or refreshments.  

 

One donated unit of blood can save up to three lives in our local hospitals.  If you are 17 or older 
(no upper age limit) and in good health, you are probably eligible.  To assure adequate staffing 
from the blood center in Farmington and to help with a smoother flow of donors, please call 1-800
-GIVE LIFE to make an appointment to donate.   

 

If you can help by bringing prepared food, please call Betsy Kreuter at 203-698-3016.  Deviled eggs and finger  
sandwiches are particularly appreciated.  Thank you in advance for being a blessing to our community and beyond.  

 
ATTENTION MEDICARE ENROLLEES:  

The Medicare Part D prescription drug insurance open enrollment is October 15 to December 7. Call your Parish 
Nurse, Sue Asselin, at extension 21 if you have any questions or would like to receive counseling  
including navigating the Medicare website to determine your options. 

 

FLU VACCINE SEASON is upon us.  Consider getting the influenza vaccine in order to protect yourself and your 
loved ones from getting the flu.  For some of us the flu is uncomfortable and inconvenient, but for others (the very 
young, the very old, and the already ill) it can be life-threatening.  The Center for Disease Control (CDC) offers these 
facts to encourage us to be immunized:  Each year influenza results in over 200,000 hospitaliza-
tions and thousands of deaths in the United States, primarily in people under 2 years old or over 
65 years old.  If you fall somewhere in the middle of these age groups, consider getting immunized 
to protect others that you come in contact with. 

 

There is plenty of supply this year and the CDC recommends that all people over 6 months old get vaccinated, but it is 
especially important for the following people:  

 Anyone with a chronic health condition, including heart disease, lung disease, asthma, diabetes, anemia, kidney 
disease, liver disease, cancer, HIV/AIDS.  

 Women who will be pregnant during the flu season (November-May).    

 Household contacts of children under 6 months or high risk people (listed above).  

 Health care workers.  

Very few people should not get the flu vaccine.  Speak to your doctor if you have had an allergic reaction to eggs or to a 
previous influenza vaccine, or if you have a history of Guillain-Barre Syndrome.  If you have a fever, postpone your 
immunization until you are well.  

 

Vaccination is recommended from now through November, but it is still beneficial anytime during the flu  
season, which runs from November to May, and usually peaks in January or February.  After vaccination, it takes about 
2 weeks to develop immunity to the flu, which lasts up to a year.  
 
Where should I get vaccinated?  Here at First Congregational Church, the Parish Nurse can give the vaccine to 
people at least 18 years of age for a fee of $30.  We are unable to bill insurances, but would be happy to provide a re-
ceipt.  We have a limited supply and anticipate having vaccine on Sundays through October 6.                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                Continued on page 16... 



8  The Meet inghouse Monthly  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Church Committee and Board of Trustees Q & A about FCCOG 
with Senior Deacon Chris Cantwell and Trustees Chair Chris Hartwell 

 

Q: Will the Church be able to fund its operations through the end of 2013 as contemplated by  
the budget? 

A: Despite some unexpected costs, most notably dramatically increased health insurance costs for lay 
employees, we have thus far been able to stay within the 2013 budget.  However, an ad hoc committee of 
Trustees and staff has now determined that there are presently no options for reducing our health 
insurance costs without reducing coverage and choice and/or requiring even higher premium payments by 
our employees.  Therefore, it remains uncertain how we will end the fiscal year.  It is also essential to 
recognize that our solvency for 2013 has been dependent on a one-time contribution of $150,000 from 
the Keep the Faith campaign, as well as $108,000 in reductions from initial staff budget requests.  Those 
2013 budget cuts included the deferral of about $45,000 in maintenance and capital expenditures relating 
to Church properties.  As was promised, the Keep the Faith campaign will not be repeated in 2014, and 
many of the deferred capital expenditures will soon need to be undertaken as a matter of prudent property 
management. 

 

Q: What are the financial challenges for 2014 and beyond? 

A: The Budget Committee and staff have begun the process of developing the budget for 2014.  Preliminary 
estimates are that we will have a very large budget gap - on the order of $300,000, assuming pledge 
income remains flat from 2013 and all present Church programs are funded at the same level as in 2013.  
This very large gap is largely attributable to a number of substantial additional expense items, including:  
(1) travel expenses for the Senior Pastor Search Committee and for Senior Pastor candidates, (2) higher 
compensation and housing expenses, plus relocation expenses, anticipated for our new Senior Pastor, (3) 
the provision of improved housing for our Music Director, (4) transition payments upon the departure of 
our Interim Senior Pastor, (5) increased health insurance premiums for Church employees, and (6) repair 
or replacement of the Steinway grand piano.  The remainder of the potential gap reflects the fact that the 
Trustees intend to honor their commitment that the Keep the Faith campaign will not be repeated in 
2014.  Only about $100,000 of this gap is attributable to one-time 2014 expenses, so we must also 
anticipate a structural deficit of about $200,000 in 2015 and later years based on continuation of existing 
programs and flat pledge income.  A strong and determined response to stewardship for 2014 is the 
essential first step to address the budget gap, but we cannot assume that it alone will be sufficient.  We 
must all reexamine our priorities and be prepared to make sacrifices.  All members of the congregation 
must join with the staff, the Budget Committee, the Board of Trustees, and the Church Committee in 
prayerfully considering how best to deal with our financial challenges in 2014 and beyond. 

 

Q: There was a recent hiring of a section leader in the choir.  Given our financial issues, was this hiring the 
best use of Church resources and was it approved by the Church Committee? 

A:  As provided in the FCCOG Hiring Process, the Music Director presented the request to the Senior 
Pastor, who then requested and obtained the consent of the Pastors’ Advisory Committee, which is 
composed of all the pastors, the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Trustees, and the Senior Deacon and Vice-
Chair of the Church Committee.  The Budget Committee, the Personnel Committee and the Church 
Committee were consulted in the hiring, which was approved by the Board of Trustees.  No additional 
funds were added to the 2013 Music budget to enable the hire.  The Church Committee and Board of 
Trustees determined that the management of the approved Music budget, and the setting of priorities for 
its apportionment, is best left to the discretion of the Music Director.  If changes in the total Music 
budget becomes necessary in the future, the Music Director will then be responsible for prioritizing and 
adjusting his various expenses to meet the new budget. 

  

Email your questions to ctcantwells@sbcglobal.net or clhartwell@mac.com. 

mailto:ctcantwells@sbcglobal.net
mailto:clhartwell@mac.com
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October Responsibilities and Assignments 

Memorial Service 
 

 

Open - Oct 6 

Joe McBride - Oct 13 

Dick Peebles - Oct 20 

Steve Pierson - Oct 27 
 

 

October 6 Communion: 

      John Fryback -  Capt. 

      Chris Cantwell -  Setup  

      Nancy Fountain -  Setup 

      Joe McBride -  Setup 

  Open -  Setup  

      Barbara Kneen -  Cleanup 

      Bob Small -  Cleanup 

 Steve Pierson -  Cleanup 

Coffee Hour Committee Hosts: 

Parish Life 
 

Invocation:   

Gordon Assing 
 

Hospital Notes:   

Steve Pierson 

 

 

 

     

               Avery’s Book Corner for October 
 

This month’s book suggestion, Prayers for a Privileged People by Walter  Bruegge-
mann, should be a quick read.  It has rich and abundant insight into  
biblical wisdom and life. I recommend it for prayerful, meditative use. 
 

 Step out of the world of merit, achievement, production, and consumption and into 
the realm of a God who startles and pushes us out of ordinariness. 

 This is not so much a book of prayers as it is a prayerbook, a work of great beauty 
and great compassion that blesses the souls of its users… 

 Praying these prayers, I was granted a moment of self-discovery … so this is what the 
world looks like to the eye of faith - the human rainbow unknotted and outspread!  
No evading the anguish, the shame.  No cover-ups, no ‘presentable self’ contrived for 
the occasion, before a presentable God. 

Last month we introduced our new Creative  
Sanctuary here at FCCOG, a time and place for you 
to just sit, create, play and/or contemplate. We now 
have dates!   

 

Join us for 5 Wednesday mornings, starting October 
30 and continuing November 6, 13, 20 and 27, from 
9:00 to 11:00 am in Room 104.  

 

Bring your own paints, knitting, writing journals, or 
any other creative pursuit that is easily transportable.  
We will start our time with a brief meditation to get 
our creative juices flowing and then you are on your 
way to a time of creative bliss! 

The goal is to provide a place for you to 
allow your creative energies to soar.  This 
is a no-stress opportunity for you to do 
something for yourself and your creative 
spirit. 

 

If this sounds interesting to you, call 
the Church Office at 203-637-1791 
and put your name on the list. Or you 
can contact Mark Montgomery with any 
questions at: 
 revmarkmontgomery@gmail.com 

Creative Sanctuary Update 

mailto:revmarkmontgomery@gmail.com
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October is New Members Month! 
 

Would you like to explore becoming a member of First Church?  During October we have four opportunities 
to participate in a First Church orientation session and two opportunities to join.  Here’s how it works:  
Come to any one of the orientation sessions (we’ll have child care available), and if you decide to join, choose 
either October 13 or October 27 to do so.  You can even attend the orientation and join the same day! 
 

Orientation Sessions 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Please RSVP to Ginny Breismeister (ginnyb@fccog.org) or John Collins (jcollins@fccog.org) or call the 
Church Office at 203-637-1791. 
 

You will be entering a fellowship of people who will support you, pray for you and care for you.   
We hope you will join us. 

 Is Coming Up Fast! Sign Up to Volunteer! 

Important Dates…Save them NOW and Volunteer TODAY! 
 Tree Stand Prep 11/16 and Tree Stand Set up 11/23 at 10 AM (set up racks on front lawn) 

 Trees Arrive 11/30 at 8 AM (unload from truck and set up on racks for sale) 

 Tree Sales 11/30 and 12/1; 12/7 and 12/8 ; 12/14 and 12/15; 12/21 and 12/22 from 8 AM- 4 PM 
 

CAPTAINS are NEEDED  

to lead selected shifts on the dates above and coordinate Elves to help with Tree Sales 

We also need Volunteer ELVES to help with various activities: 
Small Elf, 4-10 years old, help unbind delivered trees; collect loose string on ground 

Medium Elf, 10-15 years old; cut twine, gather tree stumps, rake, bring trees to tree stands 

Elf Chaperone, 20+ years old; oversee small and medium elves 

Big Elf, 16+ years old; tree sales, hold trees up for customers, deliver trees to cars 

Chainsaw Elf, Adults only; responsible for using chainsaw to cut tree bottom. 

It’s not too early to volunteer!  Contact Clem Lepoutre at clem@lepoutre.us 

Volunteer Sign-up is also available on our Church website under “News You Can Use.” 

Sunday, October 6   -  11:20 am in the Senior Pastor’s Office 

Sunday, October 13  -  9:15 am in the Lounge  -  Join at 10 am service 

Sunday, October 20  -  11:20 am in the Senior Pastor’s Office 

Sunday, October 27  -  9:15 am in the Lounge  -  Join at 10 am service 

mailto:ginnyb@fccog.org
mailto:jcollins@fccog.org
mailto:clem@lepoutre.us
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WHAT IS A CHURCH SCHOOL SERVICE SUNDAY? 
 

A “Service Sunday” is a gathering of all our children from 5 years old to 5th grade in the Daniels 

Center. (Young people 12 years and older are always needed to help).  This one-room schoolhouse 

format is usually scheduled on a Sunday when the Greenwich Public Schools and most other 

schools our children attend have a long weekend.  The theme of the day will involve a mission or 

outreach activity.  On Sunday, October 13, the “Service Sunday” will focus on the needs and 

concerns of older adults, and we will make something special for the folks at Pilgrim Towers 

where the 4th and 5th graders will go for the annual Halloween Party on October 27. 

 

4th and 5TH GRADE GOING TO PILGRIM TOWERS 
 

This is the 6th year the Church School will conduct its outreach program for the residents of 

Pilgrim Towers, a UCC sponsored 75 unit apartment building for seniors in Stamford.  Over these 

years, our children have shared meals, celebrated holidays, played games, sung songs and planted 

gardens with their new friends. This year our 4th and 5th graders will visit on October 27 

accompanied by some Church School Task Force members, the teachers and some parent 

chaperones.  Families will receive more details soon.  
 

 
 

What is the Church School Task Force??  

Who are the New Members? 

Would you be our Youth Representative? 
 

The Church School Task Force are parents of current and former Church School children who 

assist the Church School Director to develop programs and coordinate special events in our 

children's church life beyond Sunday morning.  They are also a support team for our teachers on 

Sunday mornings and serve as liaisons between parents and teachers.  Together they respond to 

the current needs of our faith formation program and the concerns of our families.  Many 

members of the Task Force have served for several years including Laura Pugliese, and Paul and 

Diane Kretschmann.  A few years ago we added high school members to the group and we would 

love to have another one or two this year as well.  Our new parent members this year are Cara 

Olmsted and Peg Wentworth.  The Task Force also sponsors the Advent Craft Workshop, the 

Bible Breakfast, Easter Saturday and the Service Sundays throughout the year. 

Church School  
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More Teachers for the Church School: 

The following folks have signed up to teach Church 

School since the list was printed in September: 
 

BABY NURSERY 

Janet Hoekstra 

Esther Hoekstra - HS 

Sarah Morris - HS 

 

THREE YEAR OLDS AND  FOUR YEAR OLDS 

Virginia Richards - Assist 

 

KINDERGARTEN AND 1ST GRADERS 

Lori Romano 

                

2ND GRADERS    

Alex Mair – HS 

Melanie Pfetsch - HS 

 

3RD GRADERS 

Connie Van Rhyn 

Hans VanRhyn – HS 

Amy Cass - HS 

  

4TH Graders and 5TH Graders 

Dan Schlorff 

Shaw Speer – HS 

 

“678” Middle School 

Jack Taylor - HS 

 

Thank you everyone for stepping up to be  

with our children! 

 

Edgehill 
 

There are a growing number of our members who reside at Edgehill.  The pastors 
go there frequently to visit people for one reason or another but you might like to 
know that during the main church year, once a month a pastor, or one of the 
staff, goes to Edgehill to conduct a Bible Study or some other kind of Christian 
presentation to encourage and support our friends there.  Often, other residents will show up too.  It's a grand 
time and a way to stay connected to these people who for so many years have been faithful members of First 
Church. 

Youth at FCCOG 
 

JPF & SPF Youth Groups  

Begin October 6! 

Our Junior Pilgrim Fellowship (grades 6-8) and 
our Senior Pilgrim Fellowship (grades 9-12)  

begin on October 6 and meet each Sunday from 
6:00 to 7:30 pm.  JPF & SPF focus on creating a 

fun, safe environment in which our youth can 
gather in community while growing spiritually and 

making new friends.  If you are interested in 
joining, contact Donald Haviland at 

donaldh@fccog.org.  
 

Confirmation has Begun! 

Following a great retreat, we are on track for an 
even better season of Confirmation.  This month, 

we will have our Sunday morning worship 
gathering on October 6.  This is World 

Communion Sunday which means that all over the 
world, Christians will be sharing in the 

Communion service.  Pretty cool.  Avery 
Manchester is preaching and we will have a brief 

follow up in the youth room after the service. 
  

Then, on October 15, we have our first Tuesday 
night meeting.  The meeting takes place in  

the Youth Room from 7:00-8:30 pm. 

 

Stay up to date with the latest Youth  

& Confirmation News at:  
 

www.fccogYouth.com 
 

Notice it’s .COM and not .ORG!!!   

mailto:donaldh@fccog.org
http://www.fccogYouth.com
http://Www.fccogYouth.com


13 The Meet inghouse Monthly  

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

The College and University Loan Fund 
 

It’s all over the news  -  the cost of higher education continues to skyrocket, far outpacing the rate of 
inflation.  Students and their families are being asked to absorb these costs, and the loans that so often 
make up a part of the financial aid packages offered by the educational institutions present an onerous 
burden for students for years after graduation. 
 

In 1995 First Congregational Church developed the College and University Loan Fund (“CULF”) to assist 
students and their families with the expense of a college education.  The CULF is available to any member 
or active participant of First Congregational Church, as well as to members of the First Church staff.  
There is no requirement to show need; your involvement in our church is the sole requirement for 
eligibility.  While the loans offered through the CULF will not completely offset the costs of higher 
education, the value of an interest-free loan is significant, and presents as well an opportunity to expose 
students to the first law of economics:  “interest-free” is both rare and invaluable! 
 

Students are eligible to apply for $2,000 per academic year (August 1 - July 31).  Both the loan application 
and a separate loan agreement required prior to disbursement of CULF loan funds are available for 
download on the church website at www.fccog.org.  Just click on the “About Us” link on the church 
website and scroll down to the College and University Loan Fund.  There you will find complete 
information about the CULF application process as well as links for the required documents.  Loan 
applications and agreements can also be picked up in the Church Office.  A separate information sheet 
outlining the details of the CULF application process and loan terms is also available for download and at 
the Church Office. 
 

The CULF is made possible by donations over the course of almost 60 years from members of First 
Church committed to the cause of assisting our young people  -  and, indeed, any of our Church family  -  
in the effort to gain an education.  It represents, in very tangible form, the long-standing sense of care and 
commitment embodied by our First Church family. 
 

For more information about the CULF or to arrange a loan, please contact Debbie LaCivita of the CULF 
Committee at 203-698-0179 or by email at CULF@fccog.org.  While we encourage students to apply 
during the period of March through May for funding for the upcoming academic year, we are happy to 
accept applications for this academic year for those who have not yet applied.  We do ask that all loan 
applications be submitted to the CULF Committee prior to November 30 to ensure timely action.  
Congratulations and best wishes to all our students as they pursue their educational goals! 

Thank You! 
The Board of Trustees of First Church would like to express our sincere appreciation to 

Summer Rain Sprinkler Systems 
for the generous donation of maintenance services for our Church sprinkler systems in 2013. 
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 News from The Rummage Room:  
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich   

 

  

AUGUST    

The Rummage Room had an incredible record-breaking 49th Reopening Day 
on Monday, August 26 with total sales of $14,012.44.  Total sales for 
Reopening Week were $28,222.16.  After 49 years in operation, results like 
this are quite rewarding for our donors, our shoppers, our volunteers, our 
staff and especially the organizations that receive our financial 
assistance.  Next year will be the 50th Anniversary of the Rummage Room 
and keeping the records coming will require continued dedication from all 
hands.  Nancy McConnell is in charge of the two-day anniversary 
celebration and will keep everyone apprised of dates and events as they 
become set for October of 2014.  Come be a part of it. 
 

SEPTEMBER  

The Rummage Room continued to have strong sales throughout the 
month.  The net revenue from The Rummage Room goes to help 
Women's, Children's and Family groups locally and throughout the world.  
So a 'big thumbs up' to all who have shopped, donated and volunteered 
these many years. You have helped make it possible for The Women's 
Fellowship to give millions to local, national and international 
organizations who are so greatly in need. 
 

OCTOBER  

'The Best Little Halloween Shop' will open on Monday, October 6.  The 
costumes have been collecting since just after Halloween, 2012. There are 
costumes for ALL ages, from being a scary ghost to being a beautiful 
princess, to being a pirate or one of the Avengers. 
 

Shopping Hours:  Monday through Friday 10:00 am to 5:00 pm and 
Saturday 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. 

Donation Hours:  Monday through Thursday 9:30 am to 4:30 pm;  Friday and Saturday 9:30 to 12:30 pm. 

Manager Maria's Wish List:  Halloween costumes and decorations; good jewelry; bikes; strollers. 
 

Lord, please keep your arm around our shoulders and your hand over our mouths!!!  Amen. 

Grand Reopening! 

 

Soup Kitchen Volunteers –  
Making Food to Feed Our Neighbors and Friends 

 

Volunteers are needed to cook chili in December and January.  

The few hours you and your friends/family give to prepare the meal will make a difference.   
For more information and to volunteer, contact Tom Mahoney at 

fccoghungermission@gmail.com. 
The shopping list and cooking instructions will be provided.  

mailto:fccoghungermission@gmail.com
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No, we're not trying to 
stop Bible Study, we're 
trying to start it among 
people for whom the  
Bible is something of a 
mystery.  Part of the  
trouble with traditional 
Bible Studies is that even 
if the text is explained 
carefully by teachers who 
know their stuff and who 
try to anticipate questions 
people might have,  
participants might have 
even more basic questions 
that can be glossed 
over.  So STOP! THE 
BIBLE STUDY 
(trademark pending) is 

designed to encourage 
people to ask ques-
tions.  Here's how it 
works.  Let's say we're 
studying the Gospel of 
Mark, which we are, and 
let's say we come to the 
passage about John the 
Baptist in the first chap-
ter.  While explaining the 
meaning of the passage, 
someone might say 
Stop!  And all will 
stop.  Someone might ask, 
"Who is John?  Is this the 
one who wrote the Gospel 
of John?  Is this the  
apostle John?  And what is 
a Baptist in this context 

anyway?  I had an uncle 
who was a Baptist but he 
wasn't anything like 
this.  And why is Jesus 
being baptized?"  Those 
are great questions and it 
makes perfect sense to 
stop and consider 
them.  Think of this Bible 
Study as having an inter-
active text.  The 
class meets on Thursday 
mornings at 10:30 am 
and is taught by Dan 
England.  If you have any 
questions call Dan   
England (203- 543-
0363). 

was written and clears up 
some of the more obscure 
points.  The beauty of 
these videos is that they do 
not detract from the ser-
mon but add to it.  You 
see, sermons are exposi-
tions, almost like jazz riffs 
on a familiar tune (well, 
we try to do that any-
way).  But if you don't 
know the familiar tune too 
well, it's harder to appreci-
ate the lesson being drawn 
from it by the preacher. In 

If you haven't discovered 
“A Bible Moment” Videos 
yet, you are in for a treat 
because they are so 
painless.  Each week Dan 
England (and sometimes 
one of the other pastors) 
records a short -- like 5 or 
6 minute -- video about 
the passage to be consid-
ered in the Sunday  
morning sermon.  It gives 
background and context to 
the passage and helps you 
understand some of why it 

any case, it's a great way to 
have a burst of Bible Study 
in your otherwise busy week 
and if you add your own 
short prayer to it, you can 
have a small but meaningful 
time of reflection and con-
nection with God that you 
might otherwise miss.  Give 
it a try.  The videos come 
free with every Friday email 
or you can view them by 
clicking on the YouTube 
link on FCCOG’s website 
homepage. 

R E G U L A R  S U N D A Y  B I B L E  S T U D Y  

S T O P !  T H E  B I B L E  S T U D Y  ( F O R  B E G I N N E R S )  

“A  B I B L E  M O M E N T ”  V I D E O S  

the Spirit with obliga-
tions, missed the certainty 
of the law, the rules they 
could turn to to live 
by.  Paul is saying that 
since Christ has come, 
they are free, like prison-
ers let out of their 
jail.  But like people who 
are long behind bars, they 
actually want to go back 

in.  Paul is sure that if 
they will grasp the gospel 
he has preached to them, 
they will abound in faith 
and the future.  It's a 
great book and we'll have 
a great time learning 
about its message  
together.  Led by Dan 
England.   

The regular Sunday Bible 
Study will begin October 
13 at 11:20 am in the 
Lounge. The topic of our 
six week study will be  
Galatians, which might be 
called the "freedom" book 
of the Bible.  The poor 
Galatians, like many a 
Christian who substitutes 

Bible Study for 

Beginners, 

Thursday 

mornings 10:30 am 

*** 

Regular Sunday 

Bible Study begins 

Sunday, October 

13, 11:20 am 

*** 

“A Bible Moment” 

video available  in 

Friday emails and 

on YouTube 

Bible 
Study 



16  The Meet inghouse Monthly  

 

First Congregational Church Preschool  
 
 

Open Enrollment for 2014-2015 Programming 

October 1, 2013 - November 8, 2013 

First Church Preschool offers an active preschool experience for children ages 3 through 5 years.  We also offer a  
Pre-K Program for children who are eligible to start kindergarten but would benefit by delaying starting a kindergarten 
program. 

 

At First Church Preschool we encourage the social, emotional, physical and intellectual growth of each child in a 
warm and caring atmosphere.  Creativity, self-confidence and curiosity are promoted through the daily classroom 
routine and activities.  Friendships are fostered between children, families and staff through respect, sharing, caring 
and a sense of humor.  Children must be three years of age by December 31, 2014 and be toilet trained in order to be 
eligible for our 2014-2015 programs.   

 

Families who are current, active members of the First Congregational Church congregation are given priority 
placement in their preschool class selection and may receive a discount on their program tuition provided they have 
submitted an application and deposit by the end of the Open Enrollment period.  Eligibility for the priority placement 
and discount based on current, active membership in the First Church congregation will be deemed by the First 
Church Director of Membership. 

 

All applications received during the Open Enrollment period must be completed in full and be accompanied with the 
full deposit amount in order for a child’s place to be confirmed within a program.  For an application, for more 
information about enrollment, or to arrange a tour of our preschool, please contact Director Darla Kohler at 203-637-
5430 or email at darlak@fccog.org.  

For Moms of  Very  Young Children—Join us in October ! 
 

If you have a baby, toddler and/or 2 year old, join us for an opportunity to meet and relax with other 
moms and their young kids.  The group meets the 2nd and 4th Friday of every month  

(Oct. 11 and 25 this month) from 9:00–10:15 am in Room104.  For more information, contact  
Kristen Jacks at kmj33z@yahoo.com or call her at 203-344-1961.  

From the Parish Nurse continued from page 7…. Flu Vaccine 
 

For Greenwich residents with Medicare insurance, the flu shot is offered at no charge to you at the Town of Greenwich 
clinics, beginning with the Senior Health Fair on October 3.  Additional clinics are October 10, 17, 24, and 29.  The 
town clinics will also serve individuals age 9-65 for a fee of $35.  Updated information on the town clinic schedule is re-
corded on the Flu Information Line at 203-622-3774.  Your doctor’s office and many drug stores can bill Medicare or 
private insurance for the vaccination.  

 

What Else Can be done to Avoid the Flu? The flu vaccine protects against the three most prevalent seasonal flu 
strains, but there are others.  And, whether we’re talking about the flu or a cold, some good habits are advisable for all 
seasons.  Wash your hands frequently, cover your cough, use and dispose of tissues carefully, stay home when sick, and 
teach kids to do the same.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions.  I am in Room 203 on Tuesdays, Thursdays 
and Sundays.   

mailto:darlak@fccog.org
mailto:kmj33z@yahoo.com
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Kettle Quilters:  
Tuesdays 7:30 to 9:00 pm  

in Room 203. 
 

*** 

Tai Chi Fitness with Luis Duarte 
Classes held  

Wednesdays at 8 am 
Thursdays at 9 am 

$10/class; $8 for Seniors. 

Women’s Fellowship 

 

Nights Off : 
 

In October, the Nights Off  Women’s Group is hav-
ing a Movie Night!  Join us on Monday, October 21 
for an enjoyable evening of film, fel-
lowship and fun.  The movie and 
place are yet to be determined.  Look 
for announcements in the weekly 
bulletin and on Facebook (“like” the 
FCCOG Facebook page to receive notices about this 
and many other things happening at the church).  If 
you are on the Nights Off email list you will also be  
receiving more info.  If you are not on the email list, 
contact Shirley Flierl at  FBTworld@aol.com (put 
“Nights Off” in the subject). See you on the 21st! 

WF One Day Escape! 
 

Women's Fellowship One Day Escape is being 
held on Saturday, October 26.  Workshop 
offerings include: Yoga; How to Safeguard your 
Privacy on the Internet; Nutrition Tips for Busy 
Families; How to Say/Do the Right Thing for 
Someone in Need.  Participants will have a choice 
of two workshops in the morning followed by 
lunch and the keynote address.   
 

Our keynote speaker will be Nancy Collamer, 
MS, career coach, author and 
speaker who is an expert at 
helping people create lifestyle-
friendly careers.  She will be 
speaking on “Second Act 
Careers” and the 5 keys to a 
successful career reinvention.   
 

More information will be available soon on the 
church website (www.fccog.org) and in the mail.  

 

Hats Off Book Group: 
Thursdays 10:00 to 11:30 am in the Lounge 

 

Our Hats Off  Book Study Group 
has chosen our second read for the 
fall, And the Mountains Echoed by 
Khaled Hosseini.  The characters 
travel around the globe “from 
Kabul to Paris to San Francisco to 
the Greek island of Tinos  - 
Hosseini explores the  many ways 
in which families nurture, wound, 
betray, honor and sacrifice for one another.”  We 
meet on Thursdays in the Lounge from 10-11:30 am.  
Please call Jean Bruder at 203-661-1685 for a book  -  
they are going fast in the Church Office! 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

The knitters have been busy here at First Church.  We have a reserve of prayer shawls 
ready to give to a friend having a life crisis.  A prayer shawl is a tangible gift and symbol 
of God's unconditional love and our support.  Bring a shawl to someone and wrap them 
in warmth and comfort.  Shawls can be signed out and taken at the Church Office. 

mailto:FBTworld@aol.com
http://www.fccog.org
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         OC T O B E RB I R T H D A Y S  

10/01  James Dow 

10/01  Glendon Breismeister 

10/02  Richard Hermance 

10/02  Mary Maarbjerg 

10/02  Shawn Asselin 

10/02  Thomas Kimberlin 

10/03 Anne Mallory 

10/03  Jennifer Catanzaro 

10/03  Taylor Griffin 

10/04  Nicole Fossum Vardakas 

10/05  Caroline Kelly 

10/06  Lynn White Montanari 

10/06  Gary Riddell 

10/06  Katie Riley 

10/07  Hermine Brindak 

10/07  Ann Gaulocher 

10/07  Lori White 

10/08  Nancy McLarnan 

10/08  Kevin Kimberlin 

10/08  Virginia Rose 

10/08  Dan Mackell 

10/08  Allison Coleman 

10/08  Frederick Lorthioir 

10/09  Donald Freeman III 

10/09  Andrea Woodman 

10/10  Eileen Medvey 

10/10  Mary Ferry 

10/10  Yanna Saari 

10/10  Theodore Hoster 

10/10  Eileen Houseknecht 

10/10  Valerie McHugh 

10/10  Ann Carey 

10/10  Marcie Molloy 

10/10  Kate Wilfert 

10/10  Nicole Wheaton 

10/10  Kendall Schrohe 

10/11  Robert MacLea 

10/11  Robert Wolfe 

10/11  Barbara Van Buren 

10/11  Joyce Ferris 

10/11  Jan Gelb 

10/11  Christina Olson 

10/11  Sara Davidson 

10/11  Christian Montalvo 

10/11  Charlie Teeters 

10/11  James Perry 

10/11  Julia Shrier 

10/12  Monique Christensen 

10/13  Kenneth Olson 

10/13  Luke Koppenheffer 

10/14  Meghan Brady Bok 

10/14  Anne Wachsman 

10/14  Lesly Merlin 

10/14  Casey Crawford 

10/15  Rex Howland 

10/15  Jennie Olmsted 

10/16  Marcia Livingston 

10/16  Gunnar Klintberg 

10/16  Andy Taylor 

10/16  Elizabeth Mackell 

10/16  Max Dunn 

10/16  Melanie Pfetsch 

10/17  Benito Menegon 

10/17  Peter Flierl 

10/17  John Gelb 

10/17  Jean Reed 

10/17  Daniel Taylor 

10/18  Stephen Pierson 

10/18  Jerry White 

10/18  Colette Rogers 

10/18  Reed Brady 

10/18  Emmett Witmer 

10/19  Paul Cioffari 

10/19  Charles Leigh 

10/19  Thomas Hoffman 

10/20  Sue Asselin 

10/20  Kendrick Ng-Yow 

10/21  George Handley 

10/21  Anne Mackell 

10/21  Jos Shaver 

10/21  James Kendrick 

10/21  Elizabeth Kruger 

10/21  Hope Hicks 

10/22  Patricia Schay 

10/22  Alec Berman 

10/22  Jorn Simonsen 

10/22  Susan Heidere 

10/22  David Condon 

10/22  Nicole Healy 

10/22  Lisa Phyfe 

10/23  Paul Pacent 

10/23  Christopher Thomas 

10/23  Poppy Mikell 

10/24  Alison Clausi 

10/25  Randy Freeman 

10/25  Morgan Bennett 

10/26  Robert Goodchild 

10/26  John Windels 

10/26  Owen White 

10/27  Lois Berlin 

10/27  Sara Baker 

10/27  Sam Crihfield 

10/27  Brooke Cantwell 

10/27  Jackson Dell'Abate 

10/27  Joshua Erickson 

10/28  Kadria Sadik-Khan 

10/28  Campbell Johnson 

10/28  Thomas Glover 

10/29  Peter Kutzen 

10/30  Eamon McHugh 

10/31  Cal Jacobs 

L ife E vents:   
                                                           

Baptisms 
Jemma Wythe Kim,  

daughter of Kari and Steve Kim ~ Sept 22 
 

Deaths 
Harry Beecher 
Jean Richards 

 

Mark Your Calendars: 

 

It’s time to “fall back” on 
Sunday, November 3 at 2 am so 
be sure to change your clocks 
before going to bed on Saturday 
night, November 2! You get one 
more hour of sleep (yay!) but it 
will also start to get darker an 
hour earlier too (boo!). 

 

The Church Offices will be closed Monday, Oct 
14 for Columbus Day. 

 

I’d like to get the Meetinghouse Monthly via 
email!  Email barbaraw@fccog.org. 

 

 

Find us on Facebook and LIKE the page! 

 Follow us on Twitter  @FCCOGCT 

 Check out our YouTube page. 

And now we’re on Instagram, too, 

@fccogct!  

mailto:barbaraw@fccog.org
http://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church-of-Greenwich/193405407368230?sk=wall
https://twitter.com/FCCOGCT
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXgou35EY5N803D4e_J4JNA?feature=results_main
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Homecoming 2013 

See website Photo  

Gallery for more pix! 
www.fccog.org 

http://www.fccog.org/photo-gallery/
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The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Ministers:  The Members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Interim Senior Pastor:  Rev. John W. Collins, jcollins@fccog.org  

Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry:  Rev. Mark D. Montgomery, revmarkmontgomery@gmail.com 

Associate Pastor for Communication and Adult Education:  Rev. Daniel B. England, dengland@fccog.org 

Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care:  Rev. Avery C. Manchester, amanchester@fccog.org 

Director of Music:  Dr. Craig Scott Symons, craigs@fccog.org 

Director of Church School:  Rosemary Lamie, rosemaryl@fccog.org 

Director of Membership:  Ginny Breismeister, ginnyb@fccog.org 

Director of Communications:  Barbara Wilkov, barbaraw@fccog.org 

Parish Nurse:  Susan Asselin, RN, susana@fccog.org 

Director of Preschool:  Darla Kohler, darlak@fccog.org 

Pastors Emeriti:  Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Rev. Sally Colegrove 

Director of Music Emeritus: Dr. John Stansell 
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