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Fall Calendar of Special Sundays/Events 

 

  HOMECOMING     

  September15 
 

    10:00 am Worship  
    followed by  

    food, fun and  
    fellowship  
    for all ages!  

 

    All are invited.  
    See inside back cover  

      for details ... 

September 
 

  8 - Last Beach Service for the season 

15 - Homecoming Sunday 

20 - Family Friday 

22 - Choirs begin rehearsals   

27 - Confirmation Retreat 

29 - Church Hall Meeting 

October 
 

  5 - Blood Drive 

14 - Columbus Day (office closed) 

20 - Stewardship Sunday 

26 - Women’s Fellowship One Day Escape 

27 - Ingathering Sunday 
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(Visit our NEW Photo Gallery at www.fccog.org to view more event photos) 
 

Summer Church School  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Founders Day - July 14  

http://www.fccog.org
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By:  Rev. John Collins 
 
 
 
Dear Friends, 

 
These days, the conversation you overhear in supermarkets and big box stores is all about the coming of 
autumn.  Often the talk is about the start of the school year, sometimes a lament about the last days of 
warm weather, and far more rarely, someone speaks about what the wildflowers are saying to themselves! 
 
You see, all summer, there are certain species of wildflowers (asters, goldenrod, ironweed and coneflowers, 
to name a few) who have been saying to themselves “make leaves, wonderful green, sun soaking leaves.”  
But also during that time they have been waiting for the days to get shorter.  They’ve been carefully  
timing the length of night and, then, like the voices in supermarkets, they begin to speak of autumn and 
then say to themselves, “now make flowers, amazing, vibrant, bee attracting flowers.” 
 
Did you know that wildflowers speak to themselves?  Did you know that they can time the length of the 
day?  The leaves speak chemically, sending specific plant hormones to the stems and, then, when a certain 
night in August is long enough, it speaks a different hormone and tells itself to make flowers.  This is  
remarkable, yes?  Then, as I walk along the woods in my neighborhood, they speak to me, nodding their 
stunning autumn blossoms and shouting, “This is beauty!  This is Life!” 
 
As summer begins to melt into the golden days of autumn, this is miracle enough for me. 
 
You and I are about to make the quickening turn into the program year here at First Congregational 
Church.  As we do, I believe it is deeply important to remember that the same miraculous Spirit that  
created wildflowers to know what day it is, also pushed this wonderful church into creation nearly 350 
years ago.  That Spirit, God’s pulsing grace, sustained our congregation through the ebbs and flows of 
centuries and is at work right now, right here, right in the middle of our Church Family to move us  
toward an exciting future. 
 
In the gospel of Thomas, found in 1945 at Nag Hammadi, Egypt, Jesus says; “The kingdom of the Father is 
spread upon the earth, but men do not see it.”  As we move through these exciting autumn months, through 
Worship/Homecoming/Stewardship/Search/Bible Study/Church School/SPF/JPF/Thanksgiving/  
Christmas, and so much more, I want to shout to you like the wildflowers… 
 
 
                ”God’s kingdom is right here!  This is Life!”   Come be a part of our autumn miracle. 
 
 
 

John 

 

 
 

Speaking Pastorally 
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“Musical Notes”  
 

 

 

The Music Ministry is unique here at First Church in that our Chancel Choir/Summer Choir sings nearly 
every Sunday all year.  Many have marveled at the dedication and the wonderful sounds that come from this 
group, and all of our outstanding musical ensembles.  When individuals are approached to join any one of 
our groups, the reply is often “Oh, I couldn’t possibly contribute any-
thing with all those wonderful voices!” Well, guess again!  Everyone’s 
voice or musical talent is needed and, as they say, “many hands 
[voices] make the work light.” 

 

If the thought of committing to an entire year of music-making from 
September to May gives you an anxiety attack, you can choose to par-
ticipate for a “season” like Homecoming to Thanksgiving, or  
Christmas, or the winter months, or the month prior to Easter, or the 
month prior to Music & Friendship Sunday, or any combination!  One doesn’t need any previous singing 
experience, particularly in Chancel Choir, but having a background in the basics of music will help greatly.  
Your participation is welcomed and encouraged! 

 

In a congregation of over 1,000 members, there are certainly some instrumental musicians in our ranks.  If 
you still play an instrument, or if you have one that needs some dusting off, let me know.  Adding a flute, 
clarinet, trumpet, or drums to our worship music enhances our time together on Sunday. 

 

Listed below are all the choirs, age ranges, directors, and their rehearsal times (and see more info about 
Youth and Cherub Choirs on the next page): 

 

Cherub:  Grades K-2 Sunday (beginning Sept 22); 11:30 am-12:00 pm 

  Donald Haviland, director;  
  Debbie Berner, accompanist 

 

Children’s: Grades 3-6 Sunday (beginning Sept 22); 11:15 am-12:00 pm 

  Craig Symons, director;  
  Vance Briceland, accompanist 

 

Youth: Grades 7-12 Sunday (beginning Sept 22); 11:15– am-12:15 pm 

  Carolyn Paulus, director;  
  Vance Briceland, accompanist 

 

Chancel: Ages 18-up Thursday (beginning Sept 12); 7:30-9:00 pm 

  Craig Symons, director/accompanist (potluck  
  dinner precedes first rehearsal on September 12 
  at 6:30 pm in the Auditorium) 

 

Palmer Grades 9-up Thursday (beginning Sept 26); 6:15-7:15 pm 

Handbells:  Craig Symons, director 
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Wanted - Teenagers For Youth Choir! 
 

Our fabulous Youth Choir will begin regular rehearsals on 
Sunday, September 22 from 11:15 am – 12:15 pm.  We meet 
weekly following the worship service and sing in church 
approximately once a month, including major holidays.  As 
we all know, everyone is busy, so if you miss from time to 
time, that’s okay.  We look forward to welcoming back 
former members and to increasing our ranks this year, so 
bring a friend.  The more the merrier!! 

 

Remember that singing in the choir is a community service.  It not only contributes to the life of the 
church, but is viewed favorably in applications for the National Honor Society and colleges.  If you have 
any questions feel free to call me at 203-357-9661 or email me at 2sing4us@optonline.net.  

 

Thank you for your consideration and support of our music program.  See you soon!! 

Peace, Carolyn Paulus 

 

 

 

Cherub Choir: 
 

The Cherub Choir is a group where your child can learn a wide array of hymns, carols, and worship 
songs.  Your child will learn classics such as Jesus Loves Me, He’s Got the Whole World In His Hands, and 
Joy to the World, and will even get to perform in front of the Congregation.  We also play fun musical 
games to help develop your child’s singing voice and pitch accuracy! 

 

Cherub Choir meets every Sunday after worship from 11:30 am to 12:00 pm in Room 104, and is open 
to children in Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grades.  Our first rehearsal is on Sunday, September 22. If you 
have any questions, please contact Donald Haviland via email at donaldh@fccog.org, or by phone at 
(203)-918-0135. 

 

 

mailto:2sing4us@optonline.net
mailto:donaldh@fccog.org
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From the Parish Nurse … How Can I Help You?  

by Sue Asselin, RN 
 

As we begin another season of activity here at FCCOG, I look forward to seeing many old friends and meet-
ing other church members for the first time.  If you’re not familiar with the role of your Parish Nurse and the 
Wellness Committee, here are a few of our programs and services:  
 
 Blood pressure screenings & health consultations available Tues, Thurs and Sundays in Room 203. 
 Convenient flu shots on select Sundays in the Fall. 
 Referrals to professionals and helpful community services. 
 Home visits for safety and home care needs assessments. 
 A lending library of healing and self-help books and tapes. 
 CPR classes. 
 Special educational events with guest speakers. 
 
Upcoming fall events include: 
 
 Flu immunization clinics beginning Sundays in late September - watch bulletin announcements for up-

dates, as supply will vary.  
 Blood Drive on Saturday, October 5 in the Auditorium. 
 We also will have speakers visiting from Greenwich Hospital’s Center for Healthy Aging on Sunday,  

November 17 following the worship service. 
 
Please stop by Room 203 if I may help guide you along your journey toward greater well-being.  And if you 
have an interest in helping others, consider working with the Wellness Committee. 
 
The mission of the Wellness Committee is to promote the health and well-being of the First Congregational 
Church parishioners and the surrounding community.  This is done through a variety of programs and  
services, in cooperation with the staff, the congregants, and other community resources. 
 
The Wellness Committee acts as an advisory board to the Parish Nurse, meeting approximately every other 
month.  Members offer ideas and insights, and assist with promotion and implementation of Wellness  
programs such as educational events, screening events, blood drives, and safety initiatives.  Several members 
have a medical background and assist with taking blood pressures on some Sundays when the Parish Nurse is 
not available.  We welcome anyone who has an interest in our mission to join our committee.  A medical 
background sometimes leads people to us, but is not required.  Varied talents will ensure our creativity and 
success.  I invite anyone who feels called to promote the wellness of the congregation to join the Wellness 
Committee.  Please contact me at extension 21 to become a member or to learn more. 
 

Especially For Moms of  Very  Young Children 

 
If you have a baby, toddler and/or 2 year old, join us for an opportunity to 

meet and relax with other moms and their young kids.  The group meets the 
2nd and 4th Friday of every month (Sept. 13 and 27 this month) from  

9:00–10:15 am in Room104.  For more information, contact  
Kristen Jacks at kmj33z@yahoo.com or call her at 203-344-1961.  

mailto:kmj33z@yahoo.com
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First Congregational Church Preschool  
 

 

Open Enrollment for 2014-2015 Programming 

October 1, 2013 - November 8, 2013 
 

First Church Preschool offers an active preschool experience for children ages 3 through 5 years.  We also 
offer a Pre-K Program for children who are eligible to start kindergarten but would benefit by delaying 
starting a kindergarten program. 
 

At First Church Preschool we encourage the social, emotional, physical and intellectual growth of each child 
in a warm and caring atmosphere.  Creativity, self-confidence and curiosity are promoted through the daily 
classroom routine and activities.  Friendships are fostered between children, families and staff through 
respect, sharing, caring and a sense of humor. 
 

Children must be three years of age by December 31, 2014 and be toilet trained in order to be eligible for 
our 2014-2015 programs.   

 

Families who are current, active members of the First Congregational Church congregation are given 
priority placement in their preschool class selection and may receive a discount on their program tuition 
provided they have submitted an application and deposit by the end of the Open Enrollment period.  
Eligibility for the priority placement and discount based on current, active membership in the First Church 
congregation will be deemed by the First Church Director of Membership. 
 

All applications received during the Open Enrollment period must be completed in full and be accompanied 
with the full deposit amount in order for a child’s place to be confirmed within a program.  For an 
application, for more information about enrollment, or to arrange a tour of our preschool, please contact 
Director Darla Kohler at 203-637-5430 or email at darlak@fccog.org.  
 

                                                                                                                    

 

Soup Kitchen Volunteers –  
Making Food to Feed Our Neighbors and Friends 

 
Thanks to Harlan and Wendy Reynolds and Ken and Erna Olson  

for preparing the chili in June. 
 

Volunteers are needed to cook chili in October and December.  
The few hours you and your friends/family give to prepare the meal will make a difference.  

  
For more information and to volunteer, contact Tom Mahoney at 

fccoghungermission@gmail.com. 
The shopping list and cooking instructions will be provided.  

mailto:darlak@fccog.org
mailto:fccoghungermission@gmail.com
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September Responsibilities and Assignments 

Memorial Service/linc Service 
 

 

Bob Small - Sept 1 

Linnea Stenberg - Sept 8 

Open - Sept 15 

Chris Cantwell - Sept 22 
 

September 1 Communion: 

 
      Chris Cantwell -  Capt. 

      Pam Grunow -  Setup  

      Carole Lang -  Setup 

      Betsy Kreuter -  Cleanup 

       

Coffee Hour Committee Hosts: 

Stephen Ministry (except 9/15) 
 

Invocation:   

Pam Grunow  
 

Hospital Notes:   

John Fryback 

 

 

     

               Avery’s Book Corner for September 
 

I recently found a great treasure edited by the late Walter Wink that is most 
helpful and important.  

  

Peace is the Way: Writings on Nonviolence from the Fellowship of  
Reconciliation.  “From Gandhi to Dorothy Day to Thich Nhat Hahn, an  
indispensable collection from the great peacemakers of our time.” 

  

As the world becomes more violent we are called to counter this as 
"Instruments of Peace" both as individuals and as a Community of the  
faithful.  Dare we do it?  If not us, then who?   This includes an amazing roll 
call of the saints from whom we can learn. 

Have you ever longed for a place to just sit, create, 
play and contemplate?  Consider being a part of our 
Creative Sanctuary at FCCOG.  The details are still 
in the works, but we are in the process of gauging in-
terest and collecting a core group of people to get 
started.  Here’s what we have in place so far…    

  

We will meet at First Church for an hour or two  
(you determine the amount of time you’d like to 
spend) once a week, for 5 weeks, from mid-October  
to early November. 

 

Bring your own paints, knitting, writing journals, or 
any other creative pursuit that is easily transportable.  
We will start our time with a brief meditation to get 
our creative juices flowing and then you are on your  

way to a time of creative bliss! 

 

The goal is to  provide a place for 
you to allow your creative energies 
to soar.  This is a no stress opportu-
nity for you to do something for 
yourself and your creative spirit. 

 

If this sounds interesting to you, call 
the Church Office at 203-637-1791 
and put your name on the list.  We 
will be in touch soon with more in-
formation and the final details will 
be ready by our October edition of 
the Meetinghouse Monthly. 

Have You Ever Just Wanted to Find a Place? 
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Church Committee and Board of Trustees  

Q & A about FCCOG 
with Senior Deacon Chris Cantwell and Trustees Chair Chris Hartwell 

 
Q: What is the status of the renovation of 11 Forest Avenue? 
 

A: As we reported in January, 11 Forest Avenue has been committed to be used as housing for Craig 
Symons and Vance Briceland, as contemplated in the Pastor and Music Director Compensation 
Guidelines adopted in 2012.  We knew from the outset that some significant renovation would be 
necessary to bring it to an appropriate standard.  Our Business Administrator, George Handley, 
initially obtained estimates in the range of $150,000 to $250,000 for renovations, and all 
interested members of the congregation were invited to inspect the house and the plans, and to 
contribute their views and experience.  There was a general consensus of interested members that 
the existing structure did not warrant renovation expenditures at the level proposed.  Some 
suggested replacing the existing house with new construction or a new pre-fabricated house, but 
that option was not pursued due to lack of adequate funding.  After extensive consultation with a 
number of church members who have experience in the building trades, the Board of Trustees, in 
March, approved a plan to undertake certain essential renovations at a cost not to exceed $75,000, 
which is the remaining balance in the Pastor Housing Fund.  A volunteer team comprised of seven 
church members, including three Trustees, was appointed to develop plans, solicit bids, and 
supervise the project.  Under the leadership of Buildings and Grounds Committee Chair, Fred 
Lorthioir, this team has been working continually since March, meeting several times along the 
way with Craig and Vance to determine their wishes and priorities.  The main elements of the 
renovation include a completely remodeled kitchen, a new powder room, a stackable washer and 
dryer on the second floor, increased closet space, and new paint.  The team has solicited 
contributions of time and materials from various church members and local businesses to control 
costs; this process has slowed the project somewhat, but was deemed necessary to stay within our 
approved budget.  By early September, the team expects to receive competitive bids from three 
contractors.  The contract will be awarded soon thereafter, and the team expects 11 Forest to be 
ready for occupancy by the end of 2013. 

 

Q: What has been happening with the First Church Alive effort? 
 

A: First Church Alive is an effort initiated by the Church Committee to reconnect with our members 
and with the wider community.  The effort is being championed by a task force headed by Deacon 
Paul Olmsted and Rev. John Collins.  The task force’s goal is to identify actionable efforts that can 
help expand the presence of our church in people’s lives.  The first activity has focused on the 
members of the church.  In July, a group of about 30 people met to review the membership list 
and identify people whose attendance at church has become less regular and to make efforts to 
reconnect with them, for example, at Homecoming Sunday, and also to listen to their thoughts 
and concerns.  Future efforts will include developing strategies for communicating what it is that 
makes First Church special and seeking to expand opportunities for worship and fellowship 
beyond Sunday mornings.  Participation in these efforts is open to the congregation; if you are 
interested in participating, please contact Paul Olmsted at olmstedp@sbcglobal.net.   

  

Email your questions to ctcantwells@sbcglobal.net or clhartwell@mac.com. 

mailto:olmstedp@sbcglobal.net
mailto:ctcantwells@sbcglobal.net
mailto:clhartwell@mac.com
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New This Year! 

 Can’t be here on Sunday mornings??  Join us for dinner and faith forming fun on selected Friday 
evenings.  First one:  Friday, September 20, 6:30-8:30 pm in the Daniels Center. 

 Child Care and Church School Open House for parents of infants, toddlers and preschool children:  
Sunday, September 8, 9:30-11:30 am (before, during and after 10 am service) 

 “678” Middle School Kids Come Sunday Mornings for “CEREAL.” What does cereal have to do with 
church?  Come and find out! 

 

Who is Teaching This Year? 

For those who have taught using the Rock Solid curriculum in the past, you might be happy to know that 
we are using it again this year, except now it is called “Grow, Proclaim, Serve.” 

 

As you can see, we still need more teachers!!!  You do not have to be a parent of a child in the grade to teach.  
There are several spots in all classes for High School student assistants, too. Contact Rosemary Lamie ASAP 
if you are interested at RosemaryL@fccog.org.  

Church School Begins 

Homecoming Sunday, September 15  

Register online at www.fccog.org  

NO ONE FOR BABY NURSERY…YET! 
 

Just signup for Sundays when you can help out...if needed. 

 

TODDLER ROOM 

Duly Chiappetta 

Erlinda & Larry Haviland 

Jeff Waggaman 

Trevor & Colin Ingraham  -  HS 

 

THREE YEAR OLDS AND FOUR YEAR OLDS 

Jennifer Benoit 

Chris Schoen 

Margot DeRiemer  -  HS 

Carly Jenkins  -  HS 

Luke Taylor  -  HS 

 

KINDERGARTEN AND 1st GRADERS 

Sarah Schneider 

Daniel Schlorff 

Daniel Lepoutre  -  HS 

Allison Frenz  -  HS 

Matt Ambrose  -  HS 

2nd GRADERS 

Peg Wentworth 

Cara Olmsted  

Olivia Hartwell  -  HS 

 

3rd GRADERS 

Greg & Kimberly Kuppenheimer 

Fred Laffan 

Connie & Hans (HS) Van Rhyn 

Gillian Woodman  -  HS 

 

4th GRADERS AND 5th GRADERS 

Kristen Jacks 

Kristin Taylor 

Lori Romano 

Stephanie Woodman  -  HS 

 

“678” MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Fred Lorthioir 

Anne Pfetsch 

Peter Thalheim 

Charlotte Lorthioir  -  HS 

Rev. Mark Montgomery 

mailto:RosemaryL@fccog.org
http://www.fccog.org
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             Teacher Orientation   
                          A must for all teachers 
 

 

               Thursday, September 12 

                         7:00-9:00 pm includes dinner. 

  We will provide Child Care if you let us know in advance! 

              RSVP to RosemaryL@fccog.org to sign-up. 

 
 

 
        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

September 1 & 8:  Everyone in the Preschool Blue Door Classroom 

Starting September 15:  Baby Nursery in the Orange Door; Toddlers in the Blue Door. 

 

Find us on Facebook and LIKE the page! 

 Follow us on Twitter  @FCCOGCT 

 Check out our YouTube page. 

And now we’re on Instagram, too, @fccogct!  

 

CHILD CARE DURING SEPTEMBER 

mailto:RosemaryL@fccog.org
http://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church-of-Greenwich/193405407368230?sk=wall
https://twitter.com/FCCOGCT
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXgou35EY5N803D4e_J4JNA?feature=results_main
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Rick Derr 

Chairman 

 

Pat Mendelsohn 

Vice Chairman 

 

David Alfano 

 

Marty Berlin 

 

Frosty Freidman 

 

Pam Grunow 

 

Olga Hartwell 

 

Kristen Jacks 

 

Kimberly    
Kuppenheimer 
 

Paul Olmsted 

 

Rick Woodman 

 

 Report of the Senior Pastor Search Committee 

Your Senior Pastor Search Committee has been meeting regularly throughout 
the summer months. 

 

A Church Hall Meeting is scheduled on Sunday, September 29, after the 10:00 
am Worship Service.  At this meeting, we will share some of the specifics in the 
Church Profile and talk about the process going forward. 

 

As we have been working on our Church Profile and discerning what we need in 
our next Senior Pastor, we have also learned a number of things about our Con-
gregation and how we govern our Church.  While it is not our charge to identify 
policy concerns, we feel that three of these issues we have learned about are im-
portant to share with the Congregation at this time: 

 

 While our Church has grown smaller overall, the biggest decline has been in 
families with pre-school and elementary age children.  Our nursery is quiet 
and our Church School is combining classes.  The Search Committee feels 
strongly that attracting young families is a priority, as they are the church of 
the future. 

 Our Church has more work to do to provide the best support structure and 
feedback system for our pastors.  Although our Pastor’s Advisory Committee 
and the Personnel Committee of the Board of Trustees perform some of 
these functions, our Governance Task Force recommended doing more. 

 As a Search Committee, we will need to be mindful of the significant current 
budget constraints on our Church.  We are working closely with the Board 
of Trustees to be sure we know the realities of what we can offer to our new 
Senior Pastor. 

 

We look forward to the opportunity to talk about our process and hear your 
questions and concerns at the Church Hall Meeting on September 29. 

Email us at:  search@fccog.org 

 

Bible Study 
 

Regular Bible Study will resume this fall beginning Sunday, October 13 after 10:00 am 
worship in the Lounge.  We will start with the Book of Galatians.  Watch for further  
announcements. 

 

Bible Study for Beginners or for people who have little or no experience with such matters, will begin on 
Thursday, October 10 at 10:15 am in Room 104.  We’ll begin with a basic introduction to the Bible. 

 

Both classes are led by Rev. Dan England. 

mailto:search@fccog.org
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 News from The Rummage Room:  
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich   

 

 

THE 49TH GRAND REOPENING OF THE RUMMAGE ROOM took place on Monday, August 
26.  Thanks to the generosity of our donors, who provided the abundance of excellent new and almost new 
merchandise; and to our loyal customers who came from near and far to shop.  
 

The Rummage Room enjoyed a very productive Opening Day raising 
$14,012.44, compared to just over $11,000 last year and a record amount for 
this day!  Many thanks for your continuing support, not only this year, but 
in the many years of previous Re-openings. 
 

September Calendar: 

Monday, September 2:  The Rummage Room will be closed because of the 
Labor Day Holiday.  Welcome home to many of you who have been away. 

Tuesday, September 3:  The Rummage Room will open at 10:00 am with 50% off selective merchandise for 
the remainder of the week. 
 
Shopping Hours:  Monday-Friday 10:00 am to 5:00 pm, and on Saturday 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. 
Donation Hours:  Monday-Thursday 9:30 am to 4:30 pm, and on Friday and Saturday, 9:30 to 12:30 pm. 
 
If you missed the Reopening Week, the racks, bins and shelves are restocked with 'new' quality merchandise 
every day for your shopping pleasure.  You will not be disappointed! 
 
Wish List:  Good handbags; jewelry; bikes for all ages; nice bric-a-brac; small furniture. 
 
The Rummage Room will be celebrating its 50th Anniversary in October of 2014.  Nancy McConnell is 
chairperson of this 50 year anniversary and will be keeping you updated from time to time about the events 
which will be taking place.  It will be an exciting time for our customers, donors, volunteers and 
congregation.  
 
From all of us at The Rummage Room:  'To love what we do and feel that it matters ... how could anything else 
possibly be more wonderful?'  

 

Thank you’s:  Manager Maria Drieghe wishes to express her heart-felt appreciation to those volunteers who 
gave of their time to clean out and restock The Rummage Room at the end of July and the beginning of 
August.  They are:  Janet Blasberg, Monica Meskers, Irene Savage, Anne Simpson, Leslie Walker, Mary Jo Watson, 
Sharon Paris, Carmela Reimers, Persis Alden, Judy Chapman, Pat Deacon, Lea Menegon, Mary Jane Penwell, Lois 
Berlin, Ginny Breismeister, Lynda Elliott, Sally McHale, Frannie McHale, Lee Baer, Mary Blackwell, Erna Olson, 
Winnie Schortman, Pat Pollack, Vera Hartunian, Barbara Norrgard, Prill Meyer, Rosario Paiz, Vicky Broadway, 
Dilma Drew, Allison Frenz, Margot Deriemer, Andres Velazquez, Maria Velazquez, A.J. Pagani, Sue Harmon, 
and Maureen Bruno. 

 

Maria would also like to send a special thanks to Jack Sweger and Benny Menegon, the very professional Mr. 
Fixits of The Rummage Room.  And, of course, The Rummage Room could not possibly do without the 
talents of Barbara Wilkov, Director of Communications at FCCOG. 
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                        Flower Donations      
 

This fall, perhaps you would like to  CELEBRATE  .  HONOR  .  REMEMBER  someone, with 
flowers in the Meetinghouse for Sunday morning worship.  Please let us help you facilitate this gift by 
completing the form below or contacting: 
 
 Pat Geismar -  203-637-3597 or pat.geismar@gmail.com or 
 Barb Wilkov - 203-637-1791 ext 24 or barbaraw@fccog.org 
 

Just deliver this completed form with your check to the Church Office (payable to the First 
Congregational Church Flower Fund) and we’ll take care of the rest!  In advance, thank you. 
 

In Memory, to Honor or Celebrate:* 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
By: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Enclosed is my check in the amount of $_______________ 
 

(Please print names legibly to minimize spelling errors.) 

 

*After the morning worship has concluded, the blooms are often delivered to shut-ins, hospitals or other facilities 
bringing beauty, healing, and community to those who cannot be physically present in church. If, however, you 
prefer to keep the flowers you have donated, you are most welcome.  Please let us know your preference. 

For all the latest Youth and  

Confirmation News go to:   

www.fccogYouth.com 
 

Notice it’s .COM and  

not .ORG!!!   

mailto:pat.geismar@gmail.com
mailto:barbaraw@fccog.org
http://www.fccogYouth.com
http://Www.fccogYouth.com
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Women’s Fellowship 

 

The Allocations Committee 
 

The Allocations Committee of the Women's 
Fellowship is charged with distributing the net pro- 
ceeds of The Rummage Room to various charities 
which support women and children internationally 
and locally.  This committee, chaired by Judy Miller 
in 2013, dispersed $163,550 last spring. Many of 
these organizations have written thank you notes, 
which are available in the Church Office in a folder 
for you to peruse.  If you've donated, volunteered or 
shopped at The Rummage Room, please stop by 
and see the ripple effect of your support for the "Best 
Little Shop in Town."  For more information on the 
Allocations process for the coming year, please con-
tact Allocations co-chairs  Cynthia DeRiemer and 
Nancy Fountain.   

WF One Day Escape! 
 

Mark your calendars now for the Women's 
Fellowship One Day Escape on Saturday, 
October 26.  Our programming is still in the 
works, but as of the print deadline for this issue 
we have offerings which include: Yoga; How to 
Safeguard your Privacy on the Internet; Nutrition 
Tips for Busy Families; How to Say/Do the Right 
Thing for Someone in Need.  Participants will have 
a choice of two workshops in the morning 
followed by lunch and the keynote address.   
 

Our keynote speaker will be 
Nancy Collamer, MS, career 
coach, author and speaker who 
is an expert at helping people 
create lifestyle-friendly careers.  
She will be speaking on 
“Second Act Careers” and the 5 keys to a 
successful career reinvention.   
 

Look for more information this fall on the church 
website (www.fccog.org) and in the mail.  

TAI CHI FITNESS with Luis Duarte  
 

All are welcome!  Improve your 
balance, health and well being.  
Classes are held on Wednesdays at 8 
am and Thursdays at 9 am. Only $7 
per class if paid by the month, and $8 
per class for “drop- ins.”  Join us!   

 

Kettle Quilters Back in Room 203 
 

You may have wondered what 
happened to us after Sandy!  We were 
not swept out to sea and managed to 
meet in Inge's kitchen (which to this 
date is still a work in progress) 

throughout the winter and the summer.  Now our 
latest quilt top is waiting for your nimble fingers 
in Room 203 to be quilted. 
 

Note the change of times:  Every Tuesday 7.30 to 
9.00 pm.  There are a number of beginners in this 
group.  So don’t be shy to try us out and join us 
for happy companionship.  See you on Tuesdays!  
 

The Kettle Quilters 

Nights Off : The Nights Off  Women’s Group will 

be meeting the third Monday in September - more 
info to follow.  To be added to the email list, contact 
Shirley Flierl at FBTworld@aol.com and put “Nights 
Off” in the subject line. 

Hats Off  Book Group 
 

Hats Off is starting again on 
Thursday, Sept. 12 from 10:00 to 
11:30 am in the Lounge.  Our 
first book selection will be The 
Silver Star by Jeanette Walls.  

 

We enjoyed a previous selection, 
Half-Broke Horses by this author.  
“In The Silver Star, Jeannette 
Walls has written a heartbreaking and redemptive 
novel about an intrepid girl who challenges the 
injustice of the adult world - a triumph of 
imagination and storytelling.” 
 

Come and join us!!  Books will be available in the 
Church Office.  Any questions, please call Debbie 
Berner at 203-629-1110. 

http://www.fccog.org
mailto:FBTworld@aol.com
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Call for Nominations 
  
September always seems to me to usher in a new year, and certainly that is true of many of the programs and 
offerings at First Congregational Church.  However, the Church officially begins its new year at the end of 
January, after the Annual Meeting.  That is when new lay leaders - officers and 
members of several standing committees - are elected and begin their three-year 
terms.  The Nominating Committee is now beginning its work of identifying 
members of the congregation who are interested in sharing their time and 
talent by serving in one of these important roles.   

  

The open positions for which we are seeking nominations are:  1) Deacons and 
Trustees (church offices for which 2 year FCCOG membership is required); 2) Standing Committee 
Members (The Standing Committees are Outreach, Membership, Parish Life, Music, Stewardship, Faith 
Formation, Nominating).  There are several ways you can indicate your interest in being nominated.  There 
will be an insert in the Sunday morning worship bulletin on September 8 and 15 that you can complete and 
drop in the offering plate or bring to the Church Office.  There will be a link to a similar form on the 
Church website that you can use.  There will also be a table at Homecoming on September 15 that will be 
staffed by members of the Nominating Committee, who will be glad to answer any questions you may have 
or steer you to someone who can.  And, finally, feel free to contact me to indicate your interest, with any 
questions, and of course, with any suggestions. 

   

Paul Olmsted, Nominating Committee Chair, olmstedp@sbcglobal.net 

 

Is only 100 days away!   SAVE THESE DATES! 

Important Dates…Save them NOW! 
 Tree Stand Set up 11/23 at 9 AM...set up racks on front lawn 

 Trees Arrive 11/30 at 8 AM...unload from truck and set up on racks for sale 

 Tree Sales 11/30 and 12/1; 12/7 and 12/8 ; 12/14 and 12/15; 12/21 and 12/22 from 8 AM- 4 PM 
 

CAPTAINS are NEEDED  

to lead selected shifts on the dates above and coordinate Elves to help with Tree Sales 

We also need Volunteer ELVES to help with various activities: 
Small Elf, 4-10 years old, help unbind delivered trees; collect loose string on ground 

Medium Elf, 10-15 years old; cut twine, gather tree stumps, rake, bring trees to tree stands 

Elf Chaperone, 20+ years old; oversee small and medium elves 

Big Elf, 16+ years old; tree sales, hold trees up for customers, deliver trees to cars 

Chainsaw Elf; Adults only; responsible for using chainsaw to cut tree bottom. 

It’s not too early to volunteer!  Contact Clem Lepoutre at clem@lepoutre.us 

mailto:olmstedp@sbcglobal.net
mailto:clem@lepoutre.us
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Summer Sings 2013!  
Guest Conductor, Steven Russell, Director of Music, St. Thomas 

More, Manalapan, NJ  

 

 

Soup Kitchen in July  
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         SEPTEMBERB IRTHDAYS  
09/01  Timothy Cleworth 

09/01  Warren Leibfried 

09/01  Eric Schless 

09/02  Sarah Thalheim 

09/03  Cheryl Musgrave 

09/03  Emma Schneider 

09/04  June Freeman 

09/04  Grayson Lang 

09/04  Zachariah Pratt 

09/04  Heather Cook 

09/05  Wynne Delmhorst 

09/05  Nicholas Robbins 

09/05  Garyn Farn-Finz 

09/06  Phil Alexandre 

09/06  David Shrier 

09/06  Nicolas Tierney 

09/06  Jeffrey Aselin 

09/07  Todd Phillips 

09/08  Inge Thalheim 

09/08  Marilyn Ragland 

09/08  Mario Espinosa 

09/08  Laura Miller 

09/09  Charles Wheelock 

09/09  Robert Ingraham 

09/09  Marcus Zavattaro 

09/09  Courtney Stewart 

09/09  Lindsay Olsson 

09/09  Avery Welch 

09/10  James Standish 

09/10  Sandy Burke 

09/10  Jane Finch 

09/10  Wells LaRiviere 

09/11  Barbara Huth 

09/11  Jason Bealer 

09/11  Yevgeniya Golodinskii 

09/12  Gerald Anderson 

09/12  Edward Oppedisano 

09/13  Meredith Sadler 

09/13  Kirsten Atkins 

09/13  Kelsey Norrgard 

09/13  Caitlin Brady 

09/14  Donna Kelly 

09/14  Debbie Osgood 

09/14  Barton Hunter 

09/14  Gwen Pfetsch 

09/14  Andrew Beck 

09/14  Conor Doyle 

09/15  Betsy Heberling 

09/15  Thomas Ng-Yow 

09/15  Alison Tedford 

09/15  Megan Tedford 

09/16  Ardith Williams 

09/16  Arlene Whitehill 

09/16  Donna Harrington 

09/16  Karen Baker 

09/17  A Brian Savin 

09/17  Mary Ranta 

09/17  John Bates 

09/17 Christiana Lauridsen 

09/18  Gifford Reed 

09/18  Jean Serenbetz 

09/19  Nathaniel Gelb 

09/19  Gillian Wachsman 

09/19  Rebecca Kruger 

09/19  Jack Davidson 

09/20  Tina Birkic 

09/20  Scott Kriskey 

09/20  Phoebe Griffith 

09/20  Lauren Ghaffari 

09/20  Molly Silliphant 

09/20  William Pratt 

09/21  Patty Kolb 

09/21  John Bertuzzi 

09/21  David Stewart 

09/21  Daniel Erickson 

09/21  Angilee Alfano 

09/22  Elizabeth Perry 

09/22  Akintoye Ariyibi 

09/23  Marc Merlin 

09/23  Jake Schinto 

09/23  Emma Pratt 

09/24  Charles McConnell 

09/24  Donna Gargagliano 

09/24  David Larrabee 

09/24  Nora Pollack 

09/24  Peter Russell 

09/24  Barbara Pagani 

09/24  Eliza Keller 

09/25  William Penwell 

09/25  Christine Reynolds 

09/25  Courtney Chapman 

09/25  Martell Simpson 

09/25  Jennifer Wheaton 

09/25  Sara Anibal 

09/26  Julia Andrews 

09/26  Robert Starr 

09/26  Lorna LaRiviere 

09/26  Lisa Hudson 

09/26  MD Espinosa 

09/26  Daniel Maxwell 

09/27  Linda Hoster 

09/27  Carey Witmer 

09/27  Christopher Ziac 

09/27  Zachary Therrien 

09/28  Brad Hanson 

09/29  Thelma Colegrove 

09/29  Gary Miller 

09/29  Walter Jewett 

09/29  Jon Hunt 

09/29  Tyler Davis 

09/29  Beth Press 

09/30  Angela Stevens 

09/30  Erin Kelly 

09/30  Anne Savage 

09/30  Keith Inness 

09/30  Georgia Leigh 

09/30  Grace Leigh 

09/30  Thomas Lange 

  

 

L ife E vents:                                                                      
 
 

Baptisms 
Maya Marie Sahrbeck,  

daughter of Heather Marie and Jeffrey Bruce Sahrbeck ~ 
August 4 

 
Jane Macrae Sykes,  

daughter of Carisa K. and Macrae Sykes ~  
August 11 

 

Deaths 
Janet Brooks 

Richmond Hopkins 
Earl Moore, Jr. 

 

Last Beach Service and Summer 
Church School is  

Sunday, September 8 at 8:00 am. 
 

*** 

Regular Church Office Hours,  
9 am– 4 pm, Mon-Fri,  

begin Tuesday, September 3. 
 

*** 

I’d like to get the Meetinghouse 
Monthly via email! 
Email barbaraw@fccog.org. 

mailto:barbaraw@fccog.org
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Reserve your spot online here  
(or by going to fccog.org under News You Can Use) OR 

Buy tickets at the Beach Service or at Coffee Hour. 

No price increase from last year:  $5/person; $20 max/family. 
 

 

 

Parish Life will provide burgers, hot dogs and grilled chicken along with all the fixings.  
If your last name begins with letters A-P, please bring a salad or side to share;  

if your last name begins Q-Z, please bring a dessert.  
  

Sunday, September 15 
Entire Congregation Worships at 10:00 AM and 

Picnics at 11:30! 

 

 New Bouncy House and Double 
Trouble Obstacle Course! 

 

 Special play spot for our infants 
and toddlers! 

 

 See old friends… 
meet new friends! 

 

 Enjoy a great picnic with yummy 
food and treats! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/11_0p0ASz33jD3U6HgJWJ7Rg3dMXjp-YwpPZzhycKX-Q/viewform
http://www.fccog.org
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The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Ministers:  The Members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Interim Senior Pastor:  Rev. John W. Collins, jcollins@fccog.org  

Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry:  Rev. Mark D. Montgomery, revmarkmontgomery@gmail.com 

Associate Pastor for Communication and Adult Education:  Rev. Daniel B. England, dengland@fccog.org 

Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care:  Rev. Avery C. Manchester, amanchester@fccog.org 

Director of Music:  Dr. Craig Scott Symons, craigs@fccog.org 

Director of Church School:  Rosemary Lamie, rosemaryl@fccog.org 

Director of Membership:  Ginny Breismeister, ginnyb@fccog.org 

Director of Communications:  Barbara Wilkov, barbaraw@fccog.org 

Parish Nurse:  Susan Asselin, RN, susana@fccog.org 

Director of Preschool:  Darla Kohler, darlak@fccog.org 

Pastors Emeriti:  Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Rev. Sally Colegrove 

Director of Music Emeritus: Dr. John Stansell 
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