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Upcoming Special Sundays at FCCOG 
Please Mark Your Calendars 

 

 

 June 2 - Children’s Sunday:   

Presentation of Bibles to 3rd graders,  
celebrating our children, and thanking  
our Church School teachers for their  
commitment and service. 

 

 

 
 

 June 9 - Heritage Sunday:   

A wonderful tradition at First Church,  
this is a special day when we honor our 
members of fifty years or more. 

 

 

 

 

 June 16 - (Father’s Day):  
First 8:00 am Beach Service of the season.  
Note: no beach service on July 28. 
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Confirmation! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

See full list of Confirmands on page 9... 
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By:  Rev. Mark Montgomery 
 
 

Growing up, church was central to my life.  We went a few times a week and as a rule, I really liked it.   
As a rule… 

 

I mean, I didn’t like the sermons (they were long and boring, or so I thought at the time).  I didn’t like 
that my friends went to the Methodist church and I was stuck with the Presbyterians.  Oh, I always 
wanted to run when I heard the announcement, “A congregational meeting will follow our worship  
service this morning.”  Really?  Hadn’t we already suffered enough?  And then, the worst part of all, I was 
supposed to be quiet. 

 

Okay, stop.  True story.  I started writing this month’s Speaking Pastorally with a specific thought in 
mind, but as I was reading the above paragraph I was astonished to recognize that everything I disliked 
about church had to do with worship and Sunday morning so I changed directions.  Whoa! 

 

What did I love about church?  Tuesday night hymn sings in the Fellowship Hall.  Week-long Bible 
School in the Summer.  Church retreats.  Playtime every Thursday morning for Elementary through High 
School students.  Daring each other to go into the cemetery at dusk following Sunday evening potluck 
dinners.  Oh, and speaking of potlucks, perhaps my favorite things of all,  ‘nana puddin’ and more deviled 
eggs than a boy could ever hope to eat. 

 

What if worship and Sunday morning opportunities had been my only church experience?  Would I have 
found a connection?  Would I have learned the stories of Christ and witnessed God in my neighbor if my 
only option had been a pew?  I’m not sure, but I don’t think so. 

 

I’ve grown up now (sort of) and love Sunday mornings, but a good reminder is that there are so many 
ways of being in church and each one is a valid portion of the faith journey.  Whether we are connecting 
in worship or sharing faith stories at Wonderful Wednesday, whether in Church School or Youth Groups, 
whether on the lawn of the church or cozy within our walls, we are the church.   At points in our journey, 
different parts of the church may speak to us more clearly than another.  To understand that, however, we 
have to be engaged.  We have to experience the fullness of this faith community through our own  
participation. 

 

Via service opportunities, worship, play; how can you connect to this church in a deeper, more meaning-
ful way?  Considering your own gifts and talents, how can you add some new perspective and possibility 
to our common faith?   How is your understanding of faith, of God, deepening through the time you 
spend at FCCOG? 

 

God bless. 
 

Mark 
 

 

Speaking Pastorally 
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Rick Derr 

Chairman 

 

Pat Mendelsohn 

Vice Chairman 

 

David Alfano 

 

Marty Berlin 

 

Frosty Freidman 

 

Pam Grunow 

 

Olga Hartwell 

 

Kristen Jacks 

 

Kimberly    
Kuppenheimer 
 

Paul Olmstead 

 

Rick Woodman 

 

 Report of the Senior Pastor Search Committee 

Your Search Committee has been working very hard on completing our Local 
Church Profile.  It is a large task, but we are making good progress.   

 

We greatly appreciate the input of the congregation in two key areas.  Last Fall at 
the Fellowship Dinners, members gave their thoughts on the 12 most important 
characteristics for our next Senior Pastor.  In March, 293 members completed 
the Church Survey that has provided critical information.  We will present the 
results of these two key activities after the 10:00 am Worship Service on June 23.  

 

We are sorry to report that Peter Schay will be leaving our committee, as he and 
Pat are relocating to North Carolina.  Peter was a very valuable member and we 
will miss him dearly.  Thankfully, the Church Committee has elected Kimberly 
Kuppenheimer to join our committee to fill the vacancy.  Kimberly has already 
joined us and is getting up to speed quickly.  Some biographical information 
about Kimberly is included below. 

 

Kimberly Kuppenheimer: 

Kimberly and her husband, Greg moved to Riverside in 2009 with their two 
boys, Grant (11 yrs) and Hayden (8 yrs).  They joined FCCOG in 2010 because 
they felt it was an inviting congregation with a strong church school tradition 
and an inspirational music program that was a good fit for their family.   
Kimberly’s educational background includes a BA in Economics from Bucknell 
University, an MA in Clinical Child Psychology from New York University, and 
a Physician Assistant certification (PA-C) from Hanemann University.  She is  
currently working towards a three-year certification process in Healing Touch, 
an energy medicine modality.  As a member of FCCOG, Kimberly sang in the 
choir for a year before being heavily recruited by her sons to teach them in 
church school.  Recently, she was nominated as a first year Deacon.  She has 
taken a leave of absence from the Deacons to serve on the Senior Pastor Search 
Task Force.  Kimberly says she realizes that she has rather large shoes to fill but 
will do her best to be thoughtful and diligent in this endeavor.   

 

 

  Save the Date! 
 

Sunday, June 23  

Church Hall Meeting  
 

Immediately following 10 am worship  
to update the congregation on the results of the Senior Pastor Survey. 
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From the Parish Nurse … Knee Pain, Allergies, and Diabetes, Oh My!  
by Sue Asselin, RN 

 

Pain in the Joints? 
Dr. Janet Freedman, a physiatrist with Greenwich Hospital’s Physical Medicine department, spoke to a full 
house here on April 28 (see photos below).  Apparently, a great number of people are looking for better ways 
to manage their joint pain.  From orthotics to physical therapy, from medications to acupuncture, she cov-
ered many treatments that one could try before considering surgery.  If you missed it and wish you had 
come, a sound recording of her lecture is now available on the church website, www.fccog.org.  Look for the 
link on the home page. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s in the Air 
Allergy season is upon us, and I was starkly reminded of that with my own child’s dramatic reaction to pol-
len.  Allergies become problematic when our immune system, “thinking” it’s doing good (fighting off a for-
eign substance), overreacts and actually causes harm (inflammation of airways, mucous production, and tear-
ing).  For my child, pollen season just adds to her year-round problem of dust allergies.  Having a child that 
is allergic to dust sets up a parent for a heap of guilt.  Dr. Litchman of Fairfield County Allergy, Asthma & 

Immunology Associates points out that the allergens (the things that one is allergic to) 
have a cumulative effect, so any reduction in allergen exposure is beneficial.  So parents 

and allergy sufferers, rather than despair because you can’t get rid of 100% of the of-
fending substance, do what you can and know that even small steps will help the over-

all picture.  Closing windows at home and in the car and utilizing the air conditioner will 
help.  Be particularly mindful of this in the bedroom, since we spend about 1/3 of our time 
there.  Limit time spent outdoors during peak pollen season, especially in the morning when 

pollen counts are highest, and on sunny, dry, windy days.  An allergist can help pinpoint your 
specific allergies, so you can better avoid the allergens.  Generally trees pollinate in spring, grass in 

summer, and weeds in late summer to fall.  One good website for location-specific categorized pollen counts 
is www.webmd.com/allergies/healthtool-pollen-counter-calculator.  More tips for surviving allergy season are 
on www.webmd.com/allergies/features/pollen-survival-guide.  Take your daily medications, well, religiously; 
and carry the “rescue” medications with you.  If your current regimen isn’t working well, don’t just suffer - 
see your doctor - especially if you have asthmatic symptoms. 

 
Got Diabetes? 
Are you or a loved one diabetic?  If so, I’m asking for your help.  The Wellness Committee is considering 
hosting a diabetes self-management educational series next year, and we would like to learn the educational 
needs and interests of our collective congregation.  I’m asking that you contact me, your parish nurse, either 
by email at susana@fccog.org or by phone at ext 21.  Your confidential response is appreciated, even if you 
have no interest in an educational opportunity.  (That would be good to know.)  And, if you do have an  
interest, wonderful...I’ll talk to you further about the program we’re considering, which is based on the latest 
research at the Stanford School of Medicine. 
 

http://www.fccog.org/
http://www.webmd.com/allergies/healthtool-pollen-counter-calculator
http://www.webmd.com/allergies/features/pollen-survival-guide
mailto:susana@fccog.org
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“Musical Notes”  
 

 

3rd Season of Summer Sings Begins on June 26! 

Do you miss singing with your choir during the summer months?  Come as you are from 7:30-9:30 pm on 
the Wednesday evenings listed below and, within two hours, we will have shared in an energized rehearsal 
and an ‘instant performance’ of great choral music.  Music will be provided. Hospitality, refreshments, and 
fun are all included--FREE!  No sign-up necessary.  Just come ready to sing.  All ‘performances’ are held in 
the air-conditioned Meetinghouse.  Non-singers are also welcome to enjoy the evening! 
 

Wednesday, June 26: 

Craig Scott Symons, Director of Music, First Congregational Church, Old Greenwich, CT 

Beethoven Mass in C (Schirmer Score) 
 

Wednesday, July 31: 

Steven Russell, Director of Music, St. Thomas More, Manalapan, NJ 

Faure Requiem (Fitzsimmons edition) 
 

Wednesday, August 28: 

Craig Scott Symons, Director of Music, First Congregational Church, Old Greenwich, CT 

The Best Anthems in the World - Brahms “How Lovely is Thy Dwelling Place” from Requiem; Beethoven 
“Hallelujah” from Mount of Olives; Handel “Hallelujah” from Messiah; Haydn “The Heavens Are Telling” 
from The Creation; Mendelssohn “Lift Thine Eyes” & “He Watching Over Israel” from Elijah;  
Mendelssohn “There Shall a Star from Jacob Shining” from Christus; Bach “Dona Nobis Pacem” from Mass 
in B minor; Tallis “If Ye Love Me”; Mozart “Ave Verum”; Parry “I Was Glad”; Palestrina “Sicut Cervus.”  

 

* * * * * * 

Friday, June 7, The Faith Singers:  Join us as this 
16-voice youth choir from Countryside UCC in 
Omaha, Nebraska share their talents in our 
Meetinghouse at 7:30 pm. They will be on tour in 
the New England area and we are their 2nd stop 
across the region.  Jim Larrabee is their director, 
and he also serves as Director of Music at Country-
side Church, and happens to be the national presi-
dent of the UCC Musician’s Association, an  
organization of church musicians within the  
denomination, which was “born” right here at First 
Church by Jayson Engquist and John Stansell. 
 

The choir will be staying overnight in the area and 
we will need to house them, as well as prepare a 
dinner before their concert.  If you have room in 
your house for some of the singers, or can assist 
with the meal, please let Craig Symons know, either 
by email (craigs@fccog.org) or leave a message on 
his voicemail at 203-637-1791 ext 22. 

Summer Choir Begins Next Sunday June 2 

Please join us on Sunday mornings through the 
summer, starting June 2, at 9:00 am in the 
Meetinghouse for a warm-up and rehearsal for the 
music being done that Sunday.  Everyone is wel-
come to come before the start of the service to 
learn a simple anthem.  Come any Sundays that 
you are available to help lead the congregation in 
worship.  It's also a chance to experience worship 
from the choir loft.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Craig Symons (ext. 22). 

mailto:craigs@fccog.org
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Church Committee and Board of Trustees  

Q & A about FCCOG 
with Senior Deacon Chris Cantwell and Trustees Chair Chris Hartwell 

 
Q: What budgetary challenges lie ahead for the church, and what can members of the congregation do to 

help? 
 

A: The church has a good chance of getting through 2013 in the black thanks to the congregation’s 
extraordinary response to the Keep the Faith campaign.  But the Budget Committee and Board of 
Trustees have already begun to think about 2014 and beyond.  For the church to continue to provide 
the services we have come to value, we will need to combine increased membership and pledge income 
with more efficient operation and better cost control.  While we eagerly anticipate the calling of a new 
settled Senior Pastor, we also recognize that our commitment to provide a parsonage for the Senior 
Pastor, as well as other full-time clergy and music staff, will put additional strains on the budget.  
Members of the congregation can help the church meet its budget challenges in several ways.  Most 
obviously, generous participation in stewardship is essential to the success of the church, especially in the 
next few years.  But equally important is increased involvement in the day-to-day activities of the church, 
as well as the Revitalization Task Force now getting underway.  Here are a few important ways you can 
become more involved:  (1)  Join The Home Team, a permanent volunteer team that will provide a 
variety of maintenance tasks at church properties, thereby saving money that would otherwise be spent 
for outside contractors.  Sign up on the church website - there’s a link in the “News You Can Use” box -  
or contact Tad at tadlarra@optonline.net for more information.  (2)  Join the Revitalization Task Force 
to help develop and implement a strategy to grow our church community into the future.  If you weren’t 
able to attend the organizational meeting on May 29, contact John Collins at jcollins@fccog.org to get 
involved.  (3)  Reach out to friends and acquaintances who may be looking for a new church home - 
invite them to see what we have to offer and become part of our community of faith. 

 
Q: What is the role of the Deacons and how are they selected? 
 

A: The Deacons, along with the clergy and certain committee chairpersons, as well as the Church Clerk, 
comprise the Church Committee which is the body that oversees the life of the church except for 
financial matters which are the responsibility of the Board of Trustees.  The types of things on which the 
Church Committee deliberate range from church programs to policy matters and things such as 
nominating the Senior Pastor Search Committee seated in January.  Basically, the Deacons are the lay 
leaders of the church.  Deacons also do things like serve communion, assist in the linc and beach services, 
write notes to congregants who are in the hospital or are recovering from illness and similar duties.  As 
per our By-Laws, 24 Deacons are selected to serve 3-year staggered terms so, in a perfect world, the 
congregation elects 8 new Deacons every year to replace the 8 Deacons whose terms are expiring.  As is 
the case currently, sometimes we do not have the full complement of Deacons due to people moving 
away or otherwise not being able to serve their full term.  In those instances, we try to have Deacons stay 
on for another year.  The Deacon candidates are approached by the Nominating Committee and those 
nominees agreeing to serve are voted on at the Annual Meeting.  From the group of elected Deacons, a 
Senior Deacon (who also serves as a Chairperson of the Church Committee) and a Vice-Chairperson of 
the Church Committee are selected to serve for one year in those positions.  Most Deacons serve 
multiple roles in the church working on one or more of the church’s many committees and working 
groups. 

  

Email your questions to ctcantwells@sbcglobal.net or clhartwell@mac.com. 
 

mailto:tadlarra@optonline.net
mailto:jcollins@fccog.org
mailto:ctcantwells@sbcglobal.net
mailto:clhartwell@mac.com
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JUNE Responsibilities and Assignments 
 

Memorial Service and  
Beach Service: 

 
Dick Peebles - June 2 

Steve Pierson - June 9 

Gordon Assing - June 16 

Carole Lang - June 23 

Paul Olmsted - June 30 
 

 

June 2 Communion: 
 

       Peter Flierl -  Capt. 

      Nancy Fountain -  Setup 

      Linnea Stenberg -  Setup  

      Ed Oppedisano -  Setup 

  Pam Grunow -  Setup 

 Joe McBride -  Cleanup 

 Gordon Assing -  Cleanup 

 Open -  Cleanup 

                 

The Women’s Fellowship Board 

Nominating Slate for 2013-2014 
 

President:  Laura Erickson 

Vice-President:  Anne Pfetsch 

Secretary: TBD (till Feb.’14) then Car Westbrook 

Treasurer:  Kathy Riley 

    Program:  Barbara Norrgard   
   

Committees: 

Allocations:  Co-chairs: Cynthia DeRiemer and Nancy Fountain 

 

 

 

 

Nominating:  Shirley Flierl, Beth Press, Sue McCalley 
 

                         Rummage Room:  Co-chairs: Prill Meyer and Persis Alden  

 

 

 

 

 

 Special Interest Groups: 

Coffee Hour Committee Hosts: 

The Music Committee 

 

Invocation:   

Dick Peebles 

 

Hospital Notes:   

April Condon 

Judy Miller (2014)                 Michaela Fossom (2015)       Donna Hascher (2016)
Cynthia DeRiemer (2014)      Nancy Fountain (2015)        Bobbie Hopkins  (2016)         
Frosty Friedman (2014)         Tina Birkic (2015)               Melanie Garnett (2016)

Erna Olson, Treasurer                Nancy McConnell, 50th Anniversary of R.R. Chair 
Ginny Breismeister (2015)   Beth Rollins (2014)             Prill Meyer (2016)  
Persis Alden (2015)   Helen Hallas (2014)            Janet Blasburg  (2016) 
Tommie Starkweather (2015)   Lynda Elliott (2014)            Mary Jo Watson (2016) 

Bridge:  Lu Baldwin  & Kathy Riley                   Nights Off:  Shirley Flierl 

Hats Off:  Debbie Berner                                   Kettle Quilters:  Inge Thalheim 
Tai Chi:  Lynn Woodman Hawxhurst                Quilt Raffle: Beth Press and Cara Olmsted 
Fundraising:  Sue McCalley   
          Representative to CT Women’s Fellowships of UCC:  Barbara Norrgard 
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Announcing a New  
Lay Leaders Webpage!   

 

The top menu 
option on 
fccog.org named 
"Staff" has been 
renamed 
"Leadership", 
and a new "Lay 
Leaders" option 
is under that.  There you'll find a list of all 
members of the Church Committee and Board of 
Trustees. We're working on adding the photos of 
these people.  To see it, go to the top menu and 
click "Leadership" then "Lay Leaders."  Questions 
or suggestions?  Call Pat Larrabee at 203-637-4023. 

 
 

 
        

For Mothers of Very Young Children 

 
The new Mothers Group is off to a great start, but we always have room for more.  If you have a 
baby, toddler and/or 2 year old, join us for an opportunity to meet and relax with other moms 
and their young kids.  The group meets the 2nd and 4th Friday of every month from 9:00 am – 
10:15 am in Room104.  For more information, contact Kristen Jacks at kmj33z@yahoo.com or 
call her at 203-344-1961.  

 

Hunger Mission Team: 
 

Chili Cooks Needed!!!! 
 

First Church’s Hunger Mission Team needs a few good, or willing to be good, cooks to prepare chili for our 
soup kitchen initiative at New Covenant House in Stamford.  We will supply you with the shopping list and 
cooking instructions – a very simple recipe. With a few good friends and/or family members (4-5), cooking 
time is less than two hours. First Church is responsible for preparing a meal for the first Monday of every 
month.  Volunteer cooks are needed to prepare chili for the following Mondays: 
 

July 1, August 5 and September 2. 
 

Remember, the chili can be prepared in the church kitchen one to three days ahead of these dates.  For more 
information and to volunteer, contact Tom Mahoney at:  fccoghungermission@gmail.com.  The few hours you 
give will make a difference in the lives of people in our community. 

 

Thanks to Mary Ann and Gordon Assing for preparing the chili last month.  Guests at the soup kitchen loved 
their special chili! 

Congratulations Confirmation Class of 2013! 

 
 

Matthew Ambrose 

Robert Anderson 

Jadesola Ariyibi 

Sara DeFazio 

Brandon DelCristo 

Margot De Riemer 

Joshua Erickson 

Allison Frenz 

Thomas Glover 

Caroline Goggins 

Ivan Golodinskii 

James Heidt 

Matthijs Hoekstra 

Sybren Hoekstra 

Carly Jenkins 

Gordon Van Johnson 

Kimberly Jordaan 

Jack Koppenheffer 

Charolotte Lorthioir 

Anneliese Mair 

Sarah Morris 

John Schinto 

Jack Taylor 

Owen Tedford 

Kendall Thompson 

Hans Van Rhyn 

Henry Wheelock 

Leighton White 

Emmett Witmer 

Gillian Woodman 

Stephanie Woodman 

mailto:kmj33z@yahoo.com
http://us.mc1811.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=fccoghungermission@gmail.com
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We Are One - The Body of Christ! 

Children’s Sunday, June 2 

 Communion will be served 

Children will participate in the liturgy 

Help “build” the Flower Cross 

3rd Graders receive Bibles 

Thank You to Teachers 

Farewell to our Graduating HS Senior teachers 

Displays of Church School projects & lessons learned this year 

Fun & Sweets at Coffee Hour!!! 

 

 

 

 

This summer, Church School will be at the 8 am Beach Service.  Children 5–

10 years old will gather as a group to learn some of the beach stories from 

the Bible, explore God’s creation on the shore, or just chill out on the sand.  

Younger children will be able to participate with a parent or other older 

“chaperone” so we can have one-on-one coverage for them.  We will have sand 

pails, sunglasses, visors and lots of other fun stuff to keep us busy while we 

learn.  So bring your children so we can sing, read books to each other & play 

games.  When the Communion is served, we will join the larger group for the 

end of the service.  
 

 See you at Greenwich Point starting Sunday, June 16!   

And then on June 23 & 30, July 7, 14 & 21, Sept 1 & 8 
 

P.S. There will be Child Care ONLY at the 10 am service during the summer. 
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Find out why these and other “seasoned” teachers keep coming back to teach our children.   

We would love to have you join the team.   

It is easier than you think. 

There will be a place for you if you have a specific gift to share  

(piano, brass, strings, voice, visual art, cooking, photography).   

And you can sign up for three weeks only.   

Talk to Rosemary about the possibilities. 
 

Summer Interns Needed! 

Get Your Community Service Hours This Summer 

 

 
 

 

                            Do you have 3 hours a week (or more)? 

                             Any weeks during the summer? 

                            Do you like to organize things? 

                           Do you like arts and crafts? 

                               If you answered yes to any of these ideas  

                                but not necessarily all, you can help 

                               the Church School Program this summer. 

 

See Rosemary or email her at RosemaryL@fccog.org for more info. 

Chris Schoen (3’s & 4’s) 

Margot DeRiemer (3’s & 4’s) 

Daniel Lepoutre (Toddler Room)  

Sarah Schneider (K/1 or 3rd) 

Peg Wentworth (2nd Grade) 

Cara Olmsted (2nd or 5th) 

Greg & Kimberly Kuppenheimer (3rd) 

Gillian Woodman (3rd Grade) 

Fred Laffan (3rd or Middle School) 

Kristen Jacks (4th Grade) 

Stephanie Woodman (4th Grade) 

Kristin Taylor (5th Grade) 

Fred Lorthioir (Middle School) 

Anne Pfetsch (Middle School) 

Peter Thalheim (Middle School) 

Lori Romano (where needed) 

Church School Teachers 2013 – 2014 

mailto:RosemaryL@fccog.org
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 First Church Preschool 

 Pre-K Program 

 (aka “Connecting Program”) 
 

The Pre-K Program is specifically tailored for children who are eligible to start kindergarten, meaning 
they turn 5 years of age before December 31, 2013, but would benefit from delaying their entry to 
kindergarten for a variety of reasons.  Our Pre-K Program will help these children build the confidence, 
skills, independence, and knowledge necessary to ensure success in kindergarten. 

 

Our Pre-K Program offers: 
 

 A curriculum designed to be challenging, developmentally appropriate, geared toward children’s 
individual needs and interests, and taught in a small class setting that is both stimulating and 
nurturing. 

 Activities that cover the major topic areas of language arts and literacy, 
mathematics, science, physical education, and social studies, with 
content equivalent to kindergarten level. 

 Elements from published curricula, including “Everyday Math,” 
“Phonics & Friends,” and “Handwriting Without Tears,” which are 
also used in the Greenwich Public Schools. 

 Field trips, ample outdoor play and experiences, a music and physical 
education program, and support with socialization and peer relationship development. 

 

For more information regarding the Pre-K Program, please contact Darla Kohler, preschool director, at 
203-637-5430 or darlak@fccog.org.  Program information may also be viewed at the preschool’s 
website: www.firstchurchpreschool.org. 

First Church Preschool  
Afternoon Session 

 

First Church Preschool has 
openings for the 2013 – 
2014 school year in its af-
ternoon programming, 
which runs from 12:30 – 
3:00 pm.  Please contact the 
preschool for more informa-
tion at (203) 637-5430 or 
darlak@fccog.org.  Or, visit 
our website at 
www.firstchurchpreschool.org.  

 

Our Church Events Calendar is now on 
the Main Bulletin Board 

 
There is now an Events Calendar for our 
church on the bulletin board outside the Audi-
torium, by the drinking fountain.  If you meet 
someone wondering where their meeting is, you 
can direct them to the calendar on the wall so 
they can easily find their meeting or event.   
 
The calendar is a print of the online Events  
Calendar on our website, fccog.org (Calendar 
option at the right of the top menu).   

mailto:darlak@fccog.org
http://www.firstchurchpreschool.org
mailto:darlak@fccog.org
http://www.firstchurchpreschool.org
http://fccog.org
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 News from The Rummage Room:  
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich   

 

Sunday, June  2:  Happy First Anniversary to our FCCOG's Interim pastor, Rev. John Collins.   

 
June is the season for Brides, Father's Day and Proms.  The Rummage Room has wonderful selections for all 
three events so hurry in to shop ... and please bring along your donations.  

 
Sunday, June 16:  Happy Father's Day.  Come visit the Father's Day window at The Rummage Room which 
pays tribute to the Fathers in our lives.  The old classic cars and airplane are not to be missed! 

 
Friday, June 21:  The first official day of Summer.  Yes, Virginia, it seems there will be a summer after all.   

 
A Welcome to The Rummage Room's Committee for 2013 - 2014:  Co-Chairs:  Prill Meyer and Persis 
Alden; Erna Olson, Treasurer; Beth Rollins; Helen Hallas; Lynda Elliott; and new to the committee Janet 
Blasberg and Mary Jo Watson.  Maria Drieghe is The Rummage Room manager.  Nancy McConnell is chair 
for the 50th Anniversary of The Rummage Room in 2014.   

 
Save the Dates:  The Rummage Room's 50th Anniversary Celebration, Saturday, October 4 and Sunday, 
October 5, 2014. 

 

A Welcome to The Allocation Committee for 2013 - 2014:  Co-chairs: Cynthia DeRiermer and Nancy 
Fountain; Judy Miller, Frosty Friedman, Michaela Fossom, Tina Birkic; and new to the committee:  Donna 
Hascher, Bobbie Hopkins and Melanie Garnett. 

 
Wish List for June:  Items for Father's Day; Wedding dresses; Prom wear; a large tea pot; bikes for all ages; a 
doll house; shoes; good handbags and jewelry, including watches for Opening Day, Monday, August 6, 2013. 

 

Shopping Hours:  Monday through Friday 10:00 am to 5:00 pm and on Saturday 10:00 am to 1:00 pm 
 

Donation Hours:   Monday through Thursday 9:30 am to 4:30 pm and on Friday and Saturday 9:30 am to 
12:30 pm. 

 
We are very blessed here at FCCOG to have four wonderful Pastors; a Choir Director who can plan a Sunday as 
thrilling as Music Sunday was; a choir who can make such sweet, beautiful music; programs which bring such joy 
throughout the year; a staff that is so professional; and a pair of professional entertainers in Mark Montgomery and 
John Collins.  It has been documented recently that people who go to their house of worship each week are happier 
and suffer from less depression than those who don't attend regularly or not at all. That does not come as a surprise 
to this congregation!!!! 
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           Avery’s Book Corner for June 
 

                  

 

Wonderful Wednesday Held April 24 

 

 

 

For this installment of Avery’s Book Corner I want to introduce Niall Williams, a gifted Irish novelist.  
My son, Tim, gave me his novel John for Christmas. He was a favorite of Tim’s as a writer with “strong 
images and a poet with words.”  Williams’ work can be a real inspiration and gift into Biblical insights.  
Maybe a bit of summer reading?  

 

 John is a stunning, lyrical re-imagining of John the Apostle in the final years of 
his life. Now a frail, blind old man, John lives in exile on the desolate island of 
Patmos with a small group of his disciples. Together the group has endured their 
banishment, but after years awaiting Christ’s return, fissures form within their 
faith.  John is an ambitious and provocative novel about the last surviving apostle 
and a powerful look at faith and how it lives and dies in the hearts of men. 

 

Multi-generational Educational Prayerful 

Wonderful! 
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                        Flower Donations      
 

Flowers in the Meetinghouse on Sunday mornings are something we all enjoy.  These flowers not only 
beautify our sanctuary, but are given to honor very special people and occasions in our lives.  The reasons for  
donating flowers are many.  In addition to remembering a loved one, you can give flowers in celebration of: 

 

 Marriages 

 Anniversaries 

 Baptisms 

 Birthdays 

 To say “congratulations” or “thank you.” 
 

Please know that donors can be an individual or a group.  The Chancel Committee invites you to make a 
contribution(s) of flowers.  Please consider a Sunday this spring/summer/fall when you would like to thank 
God and honor a special person or memorable moment in your life with a gift of flowers.  Just deliver this 
completed form with your check to the Church Office (payable to the First Congregational Church Flower 
Fund) and we’ll take care of the rest!  In advance, thank you. 
 

In Memory, to Honor or Celebrate:* 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
By: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Enclosed is my check in the amount of $_______________ 
 

(Please print names legibly to minimize spelling errors.) 

 

*After the morning worship has concluded, the blooms are often delivered to shut-ins, hospitals or other facilities 
bringing beauty, healing, and community to those who cannot be physically present in church. If, however, you prefer 
to keep the flowers you have donated, you are most welcome.  Please let us know your preference. 

 

I ’ D  L I K E  T O  G E T  T H E  M H M  V I A  E M A I L !  
Please let us know if you would like to receive the MHM via email.  

Email barbaraw@fccog.org. 

mailto:barbaraw@fccog.org
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Women’s Fellowship 

Nights Off  
 

The Nights Off Women’s Group will be meet at 
the beach at 6:00 pm on the 3rd Monday of each 
month through the summer (June17, July 15 and 
August 19).  After passing the Old Greenwich 
Yacht Club, park in the first lot and head to the 
first set of picnic tables along the path.  Please bring 
a snack to share and whatever you would like to 
drink.  Feel free to bring a friend.  In the event of 
rain, we will not meet that evening. 
 

For more info or to be included in the email list, 
contact Shirley Flierl at 203-629-4939 or email her 
at FBTworld@aol.com. 

 

 

Women's Fellowship Ladies Daytime Bridge is 
still welcoming new couples (ladies) for next year 
which will start in September. Please call 203-637
-7698 or email bobalu827@gmail.com (Lu 
Baldwin) for more info or signup.  The games are 
foursomes once a month, day and times at the 
convenience of both partnerships. Fee is 
still  $15.00 per person and a schedule is 
provided as to who your opponents will be for 
each month. The format is 20 hands of rubber 
bridge for each play.   Your partner need not be a 
FCCOG member - all are welcome as are all 
levels of expertise, your hands in the lap of the 
card god. This years finale will be in the 
auditorium Monday, June 3 - if you would like 
to stop in and have a peek, tiptoe in about 1:30 
or so."  Happy summer! 
 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

TAI CHI FITNESS with Luis Duarte  
 

All are welcome!  Improve your 
balance, health and well being.  Classes 
are held on Wednesdays at 8:00 am and 
Thursdays at 9:00 am.  Only $7 per 
class if paid by the month, and $8 per 
class for “drop- ins.”  Join us!   

 Women’s Fellowship Annual Meeting and Luncheon 
 

The Women's Fellowship held its Annual Meeting and Luncheon on 
Wednesday, May 15.  The winner of the handcrafted white on white quilt with a 
seaside theme was Erna Olson.  Women's Fellowship extends its gratitude to the 
Kettle Quilters who create such beautiful one-of-a- kind keepsakes. This was the 
43rd quilt raffle! 

  

The Women's Fellowship voted to approve the recommendation of the 
Allocations Committee to distribute $163,550 to charitable organizations.  The 
incoming slate of board members was also voted on favorably (see page 8 for a complete listing).  Thanks go to Cynthia 
DeRiemer, outgoing president.    

  

Entertainment was provided by John Collins and Mark Montgomery.  Selections 
from the Everly Brothers, "Bye Bye Love" and "When the Saints Go Marching In," 
along with the lesser known but wildly popular, "The Barnyard Spiritual" were 
enjoyed by all.  The two also acted out a version of "Billy and Bob, the Lesser 
Known Disciples", discussing a little known scripture passage. 

  

Thanks to the Women's Fellowship Committee, Kathy Riley and Barbara 
Norrgard, who organized the food and punch for the occasion.  And a special 
thanks to Sue McCalley for helping at the event.  

mailto:FBTworld@aol.com
mailto:bobalu827@gmail.com
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         JUNEB IRTHDAYS  
06/01  Richard Haviland 

06/01  Shirley Flierl 

06/01  Ann Simpson 

06/01  Peter Tufts 

06/01  Virginia Bonsal Nickell 

06/01  Lara Bennett 

06/02  Richmond Hopkins 

06/02  Carol Dinmore 

06/02  Susan Wilder 

06/02  Dwight Delmhorst 

06/02  Meg Savin 

06/02  Mary Beth Davidson 

06/02  Ian Sotzing 

06/02  Ingrid Thalheim 

06/02  Olivia Hartwell 

06/03  Adolph Clausi 

06/03  Sam Willard 

06/04  John K Stewart 

06/04  David Chidsey 

06/04  Sarah Fountain 

06/04  Caroline Shaw 

06/04  Cameron Fennell 

06/04  Luke Mendelsohn 

06/04  Virginia Frank 

06/05  Joyce Nye 

06/05  Harlan Reynolds 

06/05  Josiah Low 

06/05  Alida Meyers 

06/05  Patti Provoost 

06/05  Mary Olsson 

06/05  Meghan Allen 

06/06  Natalie Jean Frenz 

06/06  Lisa Cesare 

06/06  Maggie Houseknecht 

06/06  Hanna Snyder 

06/06  Jack Molloy 

06/06  Brielle Quick 

06/07  Joseph Mallory 

06/07  Janet Johnson 

06/07  Gordon Assing 

06/07  Ruth Lubbers 

06/07  Robert Jacks 

06/08  Janet Clausi 

06/08  Charlee Tufts 

06/08  John Teeters 

06/08  Eric Larrabee 

06/08  Elizabeth Urban 

06/08  Meredith McLennan 

06/08  Henry Van Roden 

06/09  Barbara Kneen 

06/09  Paul Johansen 

06/09  Cynthia Dow 

06/09  Sean Doyle 

06/09  Marcus Lotufo 

06/10  Prill Meyer 

06/10  Alan Chidsey 

06/10  Amanda Baker 

06/10  Margaret Silsby 

06/10  Hailey Mikell 

06/11  Erna Olson 

06/11  Giselle Goh 

06/11  Fischer Hogan 

06/12  Persis Alden 

06/12  Donald Friedman 

06/12  Debbie Bocchino 

06/12  Amanda Sisley 

06/12  Olivia Brindak 

06/12  Georgia Grellier 

06/13  Beverly Silliphant 

06/13  Ellen Perelli-Minetti 

06/13  Peter Griffin 

06/13  James Cofer 

06/13  Laura Angel-Lalanne 

06/13  Catharine Sotzing 

06/13  Megan Lovallo 

06/13  Lauren Lovallo 

06/13  TJ Lepoutre 

06/13  Zachary Agovino 

06/13  Ksenia Fortunato 

06/14  Richard Grellier 

06/14  Sarah Bradley 

06/14  Lara Olmsted 

06/15  J Robert Carey 

06/15  Becky Jewett 

06/15  Nancy Palamarcuik 

06/15  Frederic Delmhorst 

06/15  Julie Olsson 

06/15  Olivia Berman 

06/15  Chris Keller 

06/15  Madeleine Phillips 

06/16  Robert Bailey 

06/16  Susi Orbanowski 

06/16  Polly Barten Gordon 

06/16  Walter Bloes 

06/16  Brendan Loughman 

06/16  Bradley Davis 

06/16  Alexander Pratt 

06/17  Christopher Harris 

06/17  Colleen Alfano 

06/17  Pamela Riggs 

06/17  Kate Phyfe 

06/18  Brook Urban 

06/18  Eduardo Healy 

06/18  Mia Simonsen 

06/19  Juliana Pugliese 

06/19  Max Dakin 

06/19  Charlie Ryckman 

06/20  Betsy Pulitzer 

06/20  Charles Baker 

06/20  Corey Bloes 

06/20  Francis Claps 

06/21  Steve Fusaro 

06/21  Lauren Windels 

06/22  Allison Frenz 

06/23  Claire Webber 

06/23  Donna Tagliarino 

06/24  Paul Brindak 

06/24  Keeley Kriskey 

06/24  Devon Kennedy 

06/24  William Dempsey 

06/25  Jean Watkins 

06/25  Nancy Fountain 

06/25  Joseph Rogers 

06/25  Heather Almy 

06/25  Sarah Gordon Schneider 

06/25  Jessica Aselin 

06/26  Kaca Enquist 

06/26  Sheila Tolmie 

06/26  Wynn Watkins 

06/26  Jennifer Sproule 

06/26  David Pastore 

06/27  Sybren Hoekstra 

06/28  Pam Koob 

06/28  Beth Rollins 

06/28  Irene Savage 

06/28  Millicent Armstrong 

06/28  Kevin Molloy 

06/28  Jason Bacon 

06/29  Chris Lange 

06/29  Nate Braddock 

06/30  Constance Walton 

06/30  Rob McCready 

06/30  Kip Meyer 

06/30  Clifford Meyer 

06/30  Carter Simko 

L ife  

E vents                                                                        
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

Deaths: 
 

Eleanor Furney Cline 
 

Juan Carlos Illescas 

 

REMINDER: 
 

Summer Office Hours (9:00 am to 3:00 pm)  

began on Tuesday, May 28,  

and will continue through Labor Day. 
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For the latest Youth and  

Confirmation News go to:   

www.fccogYouth.com 
 

Notice it’s .COM and  

not .ORG!!!   

Check it out today! 

                 
                     

 

 
 

 

  

 

Old Greenwich Memorial Day Parade 2013 

http://www.fccogYouth.com
http://Www.fccogYouth.com
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The Dale Greene Cherry Tree 
 

“In September, 1989, the Hats Off ladies gave a small cherry tree to be 
planted at the church in honor of Rev. Dale Greene.  It is on the left side 
(cemetery side) of the driveway leading to Sound Beach Avenue.  It is a 

“double pink cherry - 
through the years it 
developed a tall white 
blossomed trunk reaching 
out of the pink, away to 
the skies!  A symbol of 
your ministry.”   

               ~Carolyn Colegrove 

 

 

 

 

Our sincere appreciation for all the wonderful and manifold  
expressions of love and sympathy extended to us on the death of 
Tim on May 1, 2013.  This is for us a great gift of the family 
feeling we find at FCCOG and is both a blessing and a comfort 
in so many ways.   

 

Thank you and Shalom,  

                     Avery      
  

Tim Manchester, sailing 

1989 

2013 
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The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Ministers:  The Members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Interim Senior Pastor:  Rev. John W. Collins, jcollins@fccog.org  

Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry:  Rev. Mark D. Montgomery, mmontgomery@fccog.org 

Associate Pastor for Communication and Adult Education:  Rev. Daniel B. England, dengland@fccog.org 

Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care:  Rev. Avery C. Manchester, amanchester@fccog.org 

Director of Music:  Dr. Craig Scott Symons, craigs@fccog.org 

Director of Church School:  Rosemary Lamie, rosemaryl@fccog.org 

Director of Membership:  Ginny Breismeister, ginnyb@fccog.org 

Director of Communications:  Barbara Wilkov, barbaraw@fccog.org 

Parish Nurse:  Susan Asselin, RN, susana@fccog.org 

Director of Preschool:  Darla Kohler, darlak@fccog.org 

Pastors Emeriti:  Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Rev. Sally Colegrove 

Director of Music Emeritus: Dr. John Stansell 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our quilt for Michelle and David Young arrived in Florida: 
 

How touched Michelle and l were to receive the beautiful quilt you so lovingly put together and organized!!  We 
know that many put a great deal of time and care into the project and we want to express our gratitude to all of 
them.  The thoughts and sentiments expressed in the panels captured so much.  It is hard for us to convey all that we 
feel. Thank you for your kindness, love and support. Our best to you and your families!       David and Michelle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich                                                                                                         Nonprofit Organization 

108 Sound Beach Avenue                                                                                                                                           U.S. Postage PAID 

Old Greenwich, CT 06870                                                                                                                                            Stamford, CT 

Phone:  203-637-1791                                                                Permit No. 7017 

Fax::  203-637-1540                                                                                                                                                 

www.fccog.org                                                                                                                                                              
                                                                                       

 

 

  

Find us on Facebook and LIKE the page! 

 (Help us reach 200 “likes”!) 

 We're now on Twitter  @FCCOGCT 

 Check out our YouTube page, too! 

mailto:jcollins@fccog.org
mailto:darlak@fccog.org
http://www.fccog.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church-of-Greenwich/193405407368230?sk=wall
https://twitter.com/FCCOGCT
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXgou35EY5N803D4e_J4JNA?feature=results_main

