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To all who contributed to make this year’s  

Lenten Offering a huge success! 

See Page 15 for more details 

 Thank You! 
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Holy Week at First Church 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cross Walk 

Easter Saturday 

Easter Services 
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By:  Rev. Dan England 
 
I realize that denominations are somewhat out of favor these days as are almost all institutions in American society.  
Just ask any symphony, church, Elks club or red-headed league how they’re doing these days and they will tell you 
that support is softer than it used to be.  I am not a sociologist so I will not pretend to name the reasons for this, 
but as fewer people experience the good things that institutions provide -- continuity, fellowship, services and a 
sense of history -- the harder it must be for them to understand the benefits that institutions offer.  But enough of 
this philosophizing. 
 
The United Church of Christ, and our branch of it, the UCC Connecticut Conference, are institutions that  
support churches and individuals and in one form or another have been doing so for a couple of hundred years or 
so.  The UCC CT remains one of the more robust conferences in the United States (there are 39 of them), proba-
bly because for such a long time, Connecticut was lousy with congregational churches.  You can say what you will 
about rugged individualism, but back in the day when community mattered, churches banded together into  
associations because bonds build strength.  The one we belong to is the Fairfield West Association. 
 
This church supports the Connecticut Conference and the National Conference with an annual contribution and, 
over the last couple of years, has added increased participation by our members and staff.   I serve on the Commit-
tee on Ministry, a group that reviews candidates for ministry and sometimes helps churches or ministers who get 
into some kind of trouble.  I’m about to become chairman of the thing, so that will mean I will also serve on the 
Association’s executive committee.  The Committee on Ministry is one of the best groups I’ve ever been with:  they 
work together well, there are no prima donnas on it and I’ve witnessed them work with wisdom and compassion.  
Their main work, to guard the standards of ministry on behalf of the churches, is taken seriously.  Peter Schay of 
our congregation also serves on it. 
 
Our own Jean Bruder has taken on the important responsibility of serving as the Association’s registrar.  It is her job 
to keep track of ministers and churches, who’s where, who’s left, who’s coming and especially important for  
ministers, what their status is in the denomination.  There’s a lot more to it than that, but she has handled the job 
with grace and efficiency.  Beth Rollins has ably chaired the Association’s nominating committee and all of the staff, 
especially Rosemary (with her involvement in New England Association of United Church Educators) is pretty  
active in denominational affairs. 
 
Of course, the entire church is now experiencing the denomination’s value as the search committee gears up with 
the invaluable advice and council of the regional minister, Michael Ciba.  We have benefited in the past, as well, 
when Sarah Verasco became such an important sounding board for church leaders when we hit that rough patch a 
year or so ago.  The conference also offers workshops, some of which the staff have attended and/or led. 
 
The conference also was in a position to step in when the tragedy at Newtown took place.  It brought together con-
ference ministers in support of the Congregational clergy near Sandy Hook and facilitated bringing in crisis experts 
to help the town in dealing with the ordeal.  Even now, we are contributing, along with our fellow churches, to a 
fund that stands at $50,000 for anyone in Newtown or the surrounding areas, yes even here, who is still having a 
hard time with the shock of that bleak December day. 
 
The conference was also present when the hurricane hit Haiti and they have many other missions as well.  (In fact, 
the origin of the Connecticut Conference was a Missionary Board founded in 1798 to preach the gospel to the  
heathens in Ohio and Vermont. Oh well, they tried at least.)  The new Conference leader is going to be the Rev. 
Kent Siladl, a friend of John Collins. 
 
I like our connection with other churches.  I like being in a denomination that welcomes people from all walks of 
life and church backgrounds -- or none at all.  I like a church denomination that encourages churches like ours to 
embrace a stance of open and affirming.  Mostly, I like being part of a denomination who says with all the hope the 
phrase implies, that “God is still speaking.”  It deserves our support. 
 

Speaking Pastorally 
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From the Parish Nurse… Celebrate Older Americans!  
by Sue Asselin, RN 
 

May is Older American’s Month and we celebrate the talents and wisdom of this vital population and join the 
Town of Greenwich in honoring the many contributions older adults have made to our community. 
 
 On Thursday, May 9, at 10:00 am, Hats Off! (our book discussion group) will gather to view a documentary 

film that embodies this sentiment. Get Real, Wise Women Speak celebrates the wisdom, spirit, and zest for life 
of many fascinating women.  All are welcome to join us in the Lounge.  An RSVP to extension 21 will help 
us in planning for light refreshments. 

 
 The Town Commission on Aging is celebrating with an event on Wednesday, May 15, at 1:00 pm, in the 

Town Hall Meeting Room.  Festivities include:  a welcome by First Selectman, Peter J. Tesei;  
performances by The Silvertones and The Melody Men; inspirational words from Mary Ann Hoberman, Au-
thor and Poet Laureate; Gentle Tai Chi with Lamont Thomas; Aging to Saging: The Best of Times is NOW!, a 
presentation by Dr. Paul Epstein; refreshments; door prizes and more! 

 

Several people took advantage of the CPR and defibrillator practice on March 17.  The participants ranged in age 
from preschooler to octogenarian.  Wow!  Well, the 4-year-old was just helping Mommy, but maybe she’ll be a 
future enrollee in the CPR class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Tips for a Safer Smoother Hospitalization   
This advice was developed with Greenwich Hospital’s Hospitalist Program. 

 

Before Hospitalization: 
 Know your past and present medical conditions and consider a health alert bracelet.  
 Keep an allergy list including type of reaction.  
 Keep an up-to-date medication list.  
 Keep a list of all your doctors, including specialists, and their phone numbers. (File of Life kits are available in 

room 203.)  
 Discuss end-of-life decisions with your doctors and your family.  
 Appoint a health care proxy and give your PCP and your proxy a copy.  
 Ask your primary care physician (PCP) if they use the hospitalist program, so you will know whether to ex-

pect visits from your PCP. 
During Hospitalization: 
 Have just one family spokesperson and channel all information and questions through them.  
 Ask the nurse assigned to the patient to identify the hospitalist (or PCP) assigned to the case.  
 Ask the nurse to call the doctor to the room, rather than wait all day hoping to see them. 
Upon Discharge: 
 Ask questions about your discharge instructions.  
 Check that you have prescriptions for new or changed medicines.  
 Ensure that pending test results go to your PCP.  
 Make and keep follow-up appointments with your PCP.  
 Update your records (such as File of Life). 
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Church Committee and Board of Trustees  

Q & A about FCCOG 
with Senior Deacon Chris Cantwell and Trustees Chair Chris Hartwell 

 

 
Q: We have heard a lot about the Task Force for Revitalization & Growth.  Where does that task force 

stand and who is on it? 
 

A: Now that we have settled our budget issue for the year, we are starting to focus on the Task Force for 
Revitalization & Growth.  This task force will address big issues that will take some time to work 
through and will evolve over time.  The task force was discussed at our last Church Committee meeting 
and we are starting to plan for its formation.  We anticipate a relatively small core group of task force 
members, comprised of energetic and passionate lay leaders.  This group will sort out the high level work 
of the task force.  We anticipate that this group will then begin to spin off different working groups that 
will begin to tackle some of the individual issues that will be important to changing the church for future 
growth and make it an even more relevant part of our congregants’ lives.  It will be at this point where 
we will need the help of many people in the congregation to guide us through these changes. 

 
Q: The Christian Outreach expense line on the 2013 budget is $36,000 less than in 2012.  Is a smaller 

amount of our pledge income now being used for Outreach?  

 

A: No.  The amount of pledge income used for Outreach - approximately $21,000 - has not changed.  This 
amount, plus the $23,000 in proceeds from the Christmas tree sale, yields the Outreach total of $44,000 
for 2013.  In prior years, Women’s Fellowship contributed $36,000 of its income to be added to the 
Outreach budget.  Beginning in 2013, Women’s Fellowship will allocate those same funds directly to 
Outreach recipients rather than through the Outreach Committee.  

 
Q: Will endowment funds be used to pay for capital expenditures on church properties in 2013? 

 

A: In order to achieve a balanced operating budget for 2013 without reducing staff or substantially affecting 
programs, the Budget Committee and Board of Trustees removed from the operating budget the 
provision of $21,000 for capital maintenance expenditures having a long useful life (e.g. window 
replacement, roof renovation) relating to the church building and a similar provision of $14,000 relating 
to rental properties.  The Buildings and Grounds Committee will carefully monitor all capital projects 
throughout the year to insure prudent timing and the best price on work of the requisite quality.  The 
actual amount needed for such capital projects will not be known until year end.  To the extent that 
such capital expenditures are required to be undertaken in 2013, they will be funded from the 
endowment rather than the operating budget. 

 

  

Email your questions to ctcantwells@sbcglobal.net or clhartwell@mac.com. 
 

 

                                                                                                                             

mailto:ctcantwells@sbcglobal.net
mailto:clhartwell@mac.com
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“Musical Notes”  
 

 

 

Music & Friendship Sunday is Mother’s Day, May 12 
 

One of the great traditions of this congregation is the annual celebration that caps off another wonderful 
year of our magnificent music ministry at First Church.  This year, we, again, gather all of our choirs in 
one service at 10:00 am on May 12 to lift our voices and instruments in gratitude to God for the talents 
we are blessed with.  The highlight of the service will be the Robert Ray Gospel Mass, which is in the 
form of a traditional Latin mass (Kyrie, Gloria, etc.) but with English words and set in a contemporary 
gospel genre.  There will be piano, bass, and drums accompanying the Chancel Choir, and it will be a 
Sunday that you’ll not soon forget! 

 

This is also a day that our Membership Committee has encouraged everyone to invite a friend or 
neighbor to worship that morning.  What better way to introduce your friends to our amazing  
community of faith! 

 

First Music and Arts Series Brings Another Outstanding Year to a Close 
 

Our last two programs in the First Music & Arts Series will bring the sounds of bells and a choir of teens 
from Nebraska to our beautiful meetinghouse: 

On Friday, June 7, The Faith Singers, a 16-voice 
youth choir from Countryside UCC in Omaha, 
Nebraska will be sharing their talents in our 
Meetinghouse at 7:30 pm. They will be on tour in 
the New England area and we are their 2nd stop 
across the region.  Jim Larrabee is their director, 
and he also serves as Director of Music at Country-
side Church, and happens to be the national presi-
dent of the UCC Musician’s Association, an  
organization of church musicians within the  
denomination, which was “born” right here at First 
Church by Jayson Engquist and John Stansell. 

 

The choir will be staying overnight in the area and 
we will need to house them, as well as prepare a 
dinner before their concert.  If you have room in 
your house for some of the singers, or can assist 
with the meal, please let Craig Symons know, either 
by email (craigs@fccog.org) or leave a message on 
his voicemail at 203-637-1791 ext 22. 

At 7:00 pm on Sunday, May 19, the Jubilate 
Ringers from Weston will be sharing a special  
program of handbell music with the local  
community.  This 14-member group rings a 6-
octave set of Malmark  handbells and a 4-octave 
set of handchimes and will feature music with a 
variety of techniques and unique sounds. They 
will also be premiering a new work written by 
Connecticut composer, Edward Thompson, who 
serves as Minister of Music at the First Unitarian 
Church in Westport. Craig Symons and Vance 
Briceland are ringing with this group for this  
concert, and you’ll certainly want to come see 
them in action!  Admission is $20 per person. 

mailto:craigs@fccog.org


7 The Meetinghouse Month ly  

 

 

MAY Responsibilities and Assignments 
 

Memorial Service and  
linc Service: 

 
Chris Cantwell - May 5 

Pam Grunow - May 12 

K. Kuppenheimer - May 19 

Joe McBride - May 26 
 

 

May 5 Communion: 
 

       Paul Olmsted -  Capt. 

      Elaine Teeters -  Setup 

      John Denne -  Setup  

      Dick Peebles -  Setup 

  Steve Pierson -  Setup 

 Chris Cantwell -  Cleanup 

 Barbara Kneen -  Cleanup 

 K. Kuppenheimer -  Cleanup 

                 

Historical Committee Update:  
 

C A L L I N G  A L L  E D I T O R S  F O R  O U R  A N N I V E R S A R Y  B O O K  –   
T H E  L A S T  5 0  Y E A R S  

We are planning to include the last 50 years in this new book, which will be published around the end of 
2015.  The previous 25 years were already written up in a booklet, but we’d like to fill in a few gaps and pull 
the last 50 years together into one publication. If you would like to help research, write, select photos for and/
or edit this book, please contact Pat Larrabee at (203) 637-4023.   
 

C A L L I N G  F O R  A L L  C H U R C H  S C H O O L  A N E C D O T E S  –   
B I G  M E E T I N G  O N  S U N D A Y  J U N E  2  A F T E R  C H U R C H  

Please help us write the Church School chapter on the last 50 years of our history!  Bring a bag lunch and all 
your Church School anecdotes of the past 50 years and plan to attend a round table discussion on Sunday, 
June 2, after the Church School Recognition Sunday service.  Beverages and dessert will be provided.  If you 
can’t attend this meeting, please email your stories to Rosemary Lamie at RosemaryL@fccog.org.  
 

O U R  3 5 0 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y  
Tad & Pat Larrabee and Glen Canner attended the CT Congregational UCC Churches Historical Workshop 
on April 13 in Avon, CT, to glean tips on planning a church anniversary celebration.  We will pass on this  
information to the celebration committee once it is formed.  
 

M E M O R I A L  D A Y  S U N D A Y ,  M A Y  2 6  

There will be guides to where noteworthy people are buried in our cemetery, plus an outline of where the 
1835-1895 church building used to stand. 

 

O U R  P A S T O R  H I S T O R Y  W E B P A G E  -  N E W  
A timeline of Our Pastor History is now on the church website at:  
http://www.fccog.org/about-us/a-brief-history-of-our-church/our-pastor-history/.   

It includes many headshots or stained glass versions of the senior pastors and also includes 
the associate and assistant pastors. Enjoy! 

(Shown at left is Rev. Abraham Pierson, an ancestor of choir member Steve Pierson!) 
 

                                                                                                                                          -- Pat Larrabee 

Coffee Hour Committee Hosts: 

Education Task Force - first 2 weeks 

Wellness Committee - last 2 weeks 
 

Invocation:   

April Condon 
 

Hospital Notes:   

Nancy Fountain 

mailto:RosemaryL@fccog.org
http://www.fccog.org/about-us/a-brief-history-of-our-church/our-pastor-history/
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Church School Calendar for May & June 
 

∞   May 5:      Regular Church School 

∞   May 12:    Music and Friendship Sunday - No Church School 

∞   May 19:    Regular Church School - Confirmation 

∞   May 26:    Memorial Day Weekend - No Church School 

∞   June 2:      Children’s Sunday - 3rd Graders receive Bibles - Children of all ages  
                       participate in Worship 

∞   June 16:    Summer Church School Starts at the Beach! - Brand New Program!   
                       Sundays at 8:00 am. 

 

Our new curriculum will include bringing  

your special talents and gifts to our children: 

Music, cooking, art, drama, reading, carpentry, etc. 

 

We will be increasing our Outreach/Mission opportunities; 

Teaching our favorite hymns and songs using beautifully illustrated books; 

Using games and computers to teach lessons.   

 

 Be part of a team with other church members 

 Learn while you prepare to teach  

 Schedule around your other weekend commitments. 

 Spend Sunday mornings with your child, grandchild  

 Not a teacher? Ask about other Church School opportunities 

 

Please contact Rosemary ASAP to explore this ministry opportunity. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



9 The Meetinghouse Month ly  

 

  

SUMMER CHURCH SCHOOL AT THE BEACH! 

 

This summer, church school will be at the 8:00 am Beach Service.  Children 4 – 10 years old 

will be able to gather as a group and learn some of the beach stories from the Bible, 

explore God’s creation on the shore, or just chill out on the sand.  

 

We will have sand pails, sunglasses, visors and lots of other fun stuff to keep us busy while 

we learn.  We might: 

Sing 

Read books to each other 

Play games 

Eat goldfish 

 

Then when the Communion is served, we will join the big group for the end of the service. 

See you at Tod’s Point starting Sunday, June 16th! 

 

P.S. There will be Child Care only at the 10:00 am service during the summer. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Summer Internships for High School & College Students 

 

 
 

 

Do you have 3 hours a week (or more)? 

Any weeks during the summer? 

Do you like to organize things? 

Do you like arts and crafts? 

If you like any of these ideas but not necessarily all, 

You can help the Church School Program this summer. 

 
Email Rosemary at RosemaryL@fccog.org for more information. 

mailto:RosemaryL@fccog.org
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Upcoming Outreach/Mission Opportunities For All 
 

Volunteers Needed at Neighbor to Neighbor  
for the MAY 11 Postal Food Drive 2:00 pm – 6:00 pm  

Barbecue Included 
 
This is one of Neighbor to Neighbor’s largest annual food drives.  On  
Saturday, May 11 postal carriers will drop off the food donations they  
collect all over Greenwich.  Teens and adults are needed to help take the 
bags off the trucks and sort the donations to go into the Food Pantry.  Let 
Rosemary know if you can lend a hand that day at the home of Neighbor 
to Neighbor - Christ Church across from the YWCA. 
 

Neighbor to Neighbor has opportunities for us during the Summer, too! 
Every Saturday in June, July and August, Neighbor to Neighbor needs help. If you would like to form 
your own little team of 4 – 6 people (children must be at least 12), please call Pamela Talgar at  
203-622-9208 to volunteer.  Or let Rosemary know so we can spread the word to the rest of the  
congregation. 

 

A Beautiful Day for a Walk 
 

It was a magnificent spring day in Greenwich for the fourth annual GREENWICH/ 
PORTCHESTER CROP HUNGER WALK on Sunday, April 21.  Over 250 walkers 
and volunteers with balloons and placards hit the road for the two mile walk through 

town, raising funds to combat worldwide and local 
hunger.  Brilliant sunshine, a cool breeze, friends and 
neighbors of all ages and many family dogs enjoyed a 
great walk for a great cause.  

 

Over $14,000 has been tabulated by walk treasurers to 
date, but our ambitious goal of $20,000.00 has not yet 

been reached.  The good news is that it’s not too late to make your donation to the 2013 
walk.  This can be done by check (please make out to “CWS/CROP”) or cash donations 
mailed to walk treasurer Ken Nilsen, c/o All Souls Parish, 55 Parkway Drive, Port 
Chester, NY 10573.  Donations can also be placed in the church offering plate to be 
delivered to the walk treasurer.  Online donations at www.crophungerwalk.org/
greenwichct is another option that will be available through May.  

 

http://www.crophungerwalk.org/greenwichct
http://www.crophungerwalk.org/greenwichct
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For the latest Youth and  

Confirmation News go to:   

www.fccogYouth.com 
 

Notice it’s .COM and not .ORG!!!   

Check it out today! 
 

 

 
 

Join us in welcoming our newest members! 
 

Since some of you have helped raise them through church school and the various programs at FCCOG, many 
of these names and faces may seem familiar!  That being said, they all have completed the necessary steps to 
becoming full, voting members of our congregation.  On May 19, we invite you to come support them as 
they lead our worship service on Pentecost Sunday.  This service of Confirmation is one of the most joyous 
services of our church year because we get to witness the wonderful ways that God works through our 9th 
Grade Confirmands.  Let us join together in a service of worship and a time of recognizing the work and faith 
of these members of our Confirmation class of 2013: 

 
        

Matthew Ambrose Ivan Golodinskii Sarah Morris 

Robert Anderson Jimmy Heidt Jake Schinto IV 

Jadesola Ariyibi Matthijs Hoekstra Jack Taylor 

Margot De Riemer Sybren Hoekstra Owen Tedford 

Sara DeFazio Carly Jenkins Kendall Thompson 

Brandon DelCristo Gordon Johnson Hans Van Rhyn 

Joshua Erickson Kimberly Jordaan Henry Wheelock 

Allison Frenz Jack Koppenheffer Leighton White 

Thomas Glover Charlotte Lorthioir Emmett Witmer 

Caroline Goggins Anneliese Mair Gillian Woodman 

  Stephanie Woodman 

For Mothers of Very Young Children 
 
The new Mothers Group is off to a great start.  We had 10 moms and their little ones at our 
April gatherings and have room for more.  If you have a baby, toddler and/or 2 year old, join us 
for an opportunity to meet and relax with other moms and their young kids.  The group meets 
the 2nd and 4th Friday of every month from 9:00 am – 10:15 am in Room104.  For more 
information, contact Kristen Jacks at kmj33z@yahoo.com or call her at 203-344-1961.  

http://www.fccogYouth.com
http://Www.fccogYouth.com
mailto:kmj33z@yahoo.com
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The Home Team 
 

Do you like to get exercise while doing good and having fun? 

Do you have a few hours occasionally to spare for this? 

 

Our church owns several homes, a large church facility and extensive grounds which need maintenance.  
However, budget limitations are getting in the way. 

 

Church leadership has approved a new concept called The Home Team.  This group 
will be a permanent volunteer team to perform a variety of maintenance jobs as needs 
arise.  School kids can earn community service hours!   

 

Our goals: 

1) Team-building with the satisfaction of doing needed maintenance while enjoying the fun and exercise 
of work and supportive friendship within our church community. 

2) Save money for the church by replacing some paid services with qualified volunteer labor. 
 

Our leadership team will analyze each approved project and develop a plan.  Each project will be 
announced by email to all volunteers who have signed up for The Home Team.   

 

Possible projects:  
 

 special gardening projects not covered by our professional lawn and tree crews 

 maintenance of various outdoor structures such as fence staining and cemetery upkeep 

 painting / staining inside the church facilities and the church-owned homes 

 selected portions of major projects such the 11 Forest Avenue renovation project 

 potential major projects that do not require professionally licensed skills 

 

The Home Team needs many different skills, including painting, raking and gardening, as well as some 
higher-level home maintenance skills and team leadership.  Please sign up today using the on-line sign-
up on the church website at www.fccog.org in the “News You Can Use” box where you will find a link.  
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Tad Larrabee at tadlarra@optonline.net. 

http://www.fccog.org/
mailto:tadlarra@optonline.net
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                    Bible Study 
 

 

 
There are three opportunities for growing in your knowledge of the Bible in May.  Sounds rather academic, 
doesn't it?  But ask around to some of the people who are participating.  Don't quiz them on what they've 
learned, although they will have learned plenty.  Ask them how it affects their faith, their view of their life and 
the place of God and peace that comes from understanding the Scriptures.  Like all education, the effect is  
cumulative -- the more you know the more you want to know -- and the more you grow in faith the more you 
want to experience God in your everyday.   

 

1.  There is the regular, packed Bible Study on Sunday mornings after church beginning about 11:20 am and 
ending at 12:30 pm; plenty of time to get to your Sunday roast (Note: no class on May 12).  We've been con-
sidering the "nones" - those people who check “none” when asked about their religious affiliation.  Of course, 
there is quite of a continuum of meaning about that check mark and we are examining many of them.  What's 
interesting is that the discussion has helped us understand better the community in which we live and what we 
might need to be doing as a church going forward to reach people who are "hard" nones and those who have 
simply drifted away from the spiritual impulse which is still working within them. 

 

It's likely that this topic will run its course before May ends, so we will then 
take up the Psalms, that is, the type of Psalms in the Old Testament. There's 
quite a variety of them and many of them are remarkably modern in their 
problems and longings.  So, if the only Psalm you're really familiar with is the 
23rd Psalm, you'll discover a whole world of Psalmody available to you once 
you get oriented.  Led by Dan England, usually in the Lounge. 

 

2.  We've started a new Mid-Week Bible Study aimed at people who don't know much about the Bible but 
don't want to be put in a position of feeling inadequate because of it.  In this class, any question is welcome 
and, not surprisingly, some of the most basic questions are the best.  We're taking a look at the New Testa-
ment, its origin, its writers and its circumstance and, specifically, at the book of Mark, the first gospel of them 
all.  Besides learning a great deal in the strictly-observed one hour -- every Thursday (except May 23) from 
10:15 am to 11:15 am -- you'll meet some awfully nice folks and experience some fine discussions.  Think of it 
-- a break in your day, no heavy lifting and a feeling of satisfaction and uplift.  Usually in Room 104.  Led by 
Dan England. 

 

3.  You can have a Mini-Bible Study whenever you want by clicking on the video link in the email you get 
every Friday about the upcoming Sunday Service.  Sometimes, the 5-8 minute passage background and expla-
nation is on a text being used to teach children in Church School that week and is used by teachers and par-
ents to act as a discussion starter.  But other times, when there is no text that week for Church School, a pretty 
good explanation of a Scripture passage will also be there, just a click away.  You can watch the brief video 
with a click or download it to your device to watch it whenever you want...in your house or on your Smart-
phone, anytime. 

 

So three great chances to know a whole lot more about the Bible in the month of May.  Which one -- or two 
or three -- appeals to you?   
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 News from The Rummage Room:  
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich   

 

Calendar for May: 
Sunday, May 5:  Feliz Cinco de Mayo - commemorating the cause of 
freedom & democracy between Mexico-America during the 1st years of the 
Civil War. 
Monday, May 6: Designated Mother's Day & other items 50% off all week. 
Sunday, May 12:  Happy Mother's Day's to all Mothers and Mothers-to-be. 

Monday, May 13:  Four or five categories of items 50% off for the week. 
Wednesday, May 15:  The Women's Fellowship Annual Spring Luncheon and 
Quilt Raffle beginning at 11:30 am. 
 Monday, May 19:  Four or five categories of items 50% off for the week. 
 Monday, May 27:  Memorial Day - The Rummage Room is closed today and 
will reopen on Tuesday, May 28, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm. 

Shopping Hours:  Monday through Friday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm and on 
Saturday, 10:00 am to 1:00 pm 
Donation Hours:   Monday through Thursday, 9:30 am to 4:30 pm and on 
Friday and Saturday, 9:30 am to 12:30 pm. 
Manager Maria's Wish List:  Communion items and dresses; prom dresses; 
wedding dresses; mother-of-the-bride dresses; items for Mother's Day; wedding 
gift items; graduation dresses and boys’ sport coats; tennis dresses. 
 

This will be the last month to publish thank you notes to the Women's 
Fellowship from organizations who received the benefits from The Rummage 
Room proceeds in 2012.  The Allocations Committee deserves many thanks 
for making all the hard choices they must make every year.  Final approval will 
be asked for at the Women's Fellowship Luncheon on May 15.  
 

We wish to extend our sincere thank you for supporting the work of H.O.M.E. and 
we look forward to reporting on the activities and successes of the work being 
done.  Today, our shelters are full and our Learning Center is beginning to grow 
with classes in ESL, GED preparation and Creative Writing.  We are preparing for 
a busy volunteer season where we anticipate hosting over two hundred volunteers.                                                                                              

                                                                           H.O.M.E. INC., Orland, Maine 
 

The YWCA of Greenwich greatly appreciates the continuing support of FCCOG's 
Women's Fellowship for our work with domestic abuse victims.  Growing up in a 
violent home is often a terrifying and traumatic experience that can affect every aspect of a child's life, growth, and 
development.  Children who are the product of homes where domestic violence is the norm or who have experienced 
this abuse are among the most at-risk individuals in a community.  Child counseling at the YWCA provides 
stability for children who live in homes ravaged through no fault of their own.            YMCA of Greenwich, CT 

   
We are pleased to acknowledge the receipt of your donation.  Your support is extremely valuable to us in these 
difficult times.   We thank the Women's Fellowship and send a special thank you to the staff and volunteers of The 
Rummage Room for their work which makes this grant possible.  All of the young people who are in college or are 
now college graduates participated in the children's services and many started their "careers" as junior counselors on 
workshop evening.  I am sure that you will agree that seeing these young people mature into contributing members of 
society is a great return on your investment.                             Women's Mentoring Network, Inc., Stamford, CT 

 

                                                                                                                                Continued on page 16... 

April Fools Day at  
The Rummage Room! 
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           Avery’s Book Corner for May 
 

                  

Continued from front cover… 
 

Lenten Offering Update - Faith in Action 
 

What is it that springs us into action?  The apostle Paul would say that the foundation of our response to 
the world’s need is (or at least should be) grounded in our faith.  As he put it, “Faith without action is 
dead.”  It can seem like a harsh statement on first read, but when we really consider it, we know how true it 
is.  When we believe in a God who has shown us faith, blessing and love, our natural response is to share 
this with all of God’s creation.  This marks the point when our faith moves from just being a statement 
explaining what we believe about God to action that shows God’s presence among us. 

 

Yet again, our congregation has joined together to give witness to the living God among us:  Through our 
work in the world, through our proclamation of God’s good news and through the sharing of the gifts with 
which God has blessed us!  This year’s Lenten Offering raised $43,000 which will go to create 
opportunities for young people to grow into God’s greatest hope for them.  Children and youth will 
benefit from our funding of The Young Mariners and NicaHOPE.  Thank you for your support of our 
congregation’s endeavor to reach out and to put our Faith in Action! 

There were 3 books I suggested in my Easter Sermon to help us understand the present age. They are: 

  

 An older book, Engaging the Powers by Walter Wink.  

 A recent one, Journey to the Common Good by Walter Brueggemann. 

 A new one, On God's Side by Jim Wallis.   
 

These are very important contributions to seeing things in a clear and vivid way. We need these to have 
a good discussion on how Christians and the Church can meet the demands facing us. 
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The Rummage Room continued from page 14... 

 

Donations like yours help support the programming and operational costs of Silver Lake.  Each year we are 
overwhelmed by the testimonies of our conferees and our parents.  "My kid has already talked several of his friends 
into going, and now wouldn't miss Silver Lake for the world. You'd never know this was the same kid I had to drag 
here and begged and bribed him to try it for the first time.  He was changed!   I literally didn't recognize this child, 
who was glowing with enthusiasm and self-confidence, when I came to pick him up."  You did this with your gift. 
Thank you.                                                                                     Silver Lake Conference Center, Sharon, CT 

 

Thank you for your generous grant. Since Neighbor to Neighbor does not receive any government funding, we rely 
on the kindness of members of the community to continue our mission of offering essential resources of food and 
clothing to our neighbors in need.  Our current clients include seniors, working families with children, the recently 
unemployed, disabled adults, and more.  All are struggling to make ends meet and this donation assures that they 
have nutritious food on the table and clothes to wear.             Neighbor to Neighbor, Greenwich, CT 

 

 

Hunger Mission Team: 
 

Chili Cooks Needed!!!! 
 

First Church’s Hunger Mission Team needs a few 
good, or willing to be good, cooks to prepare chili for 
our soup kitchen initiative at New Covenant House in 
Stamford.  We will supply you with the shopping list 
and cooking instructions – a very simple recipe. With 
a few good friends and/or family members (4-5), cook-
ing time is less than two hours. First Church is respon-
sible for preparing a meal for the first Monday of 
every month.  We need volunteer cooks to prepare 
chili for the following dates: 
 

June 3, July 8 and August 5. 
 

For more information and to volunteer, contact Tom 
Mahoney at:  fccoghungermission@gmail.com.  The 
few hours you give will make a difference in the lives 
of people in our community. 

 

And, thanks to the Kayak Krew - Betsy Kreuter, Frann 
Ward, Lou Lacagnina, Micky Fossum, Nancy  
Fountain, Paul Pacent and Tom Mahoney - for  
preparing the April chili.  The experienced Krew had  
a great time preparing the meal for the New Covenant 
House guests.  

Project Saving Grace 
 

The Faith Formation Committee is working 
on a project of collecting simple graces (those 
prayers for food and family usually said before 
a meal).  These will be collected and 

distributed as part of an 
initiative beginning 
at Homecoming 
this year.  More 
details will follow 
at the event.  In the 

meantime, if you have a family grace that you 
like, a simple tune you sing as a grace, or one 
you've come across in your travels or reading, 
please send it to Dan England at 
dengland@optonline.net.  If you want to 
include a brief description or history, that's 

 

The Church Office will be closed  

Monday, May 27 for the observance  

of Memorial Day.  

Summer Hours (9:00 am to 3:00 pm) will  

begin on Tuesday, May 28, and will  

continue through Labor Day. 

http://us.mc1811.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=fccoghungermission@gmail.com
mailto:dengland@optonline.net
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Women’s Fellowship 

 

Nights Off  
 

The Nights Off Women’s Group will be 
meeting on Monday, May 20 for our next 
get-together.  More info will follow in the 
bulletin and via email.  If you have ques-
tions or would like to be added to the email 
list, please contact Shirley Flierl at 203-629-
4939 or email her at FBTworld@aol.com. 
 

 

 

Women's Fellowship Annual  
Meeting & Luncheon 

 

Date:  Wednesday, May 15, 2013 

Start Time:  11:30 am 

Quilt Raffle at 12 Noon 
 

The entertainment this year will feature 
Mark Montgomery and John Collins! 

 

Reservations by check for $10/person are a 
MUST.  Please make checks payable to 

“Women’s Fellowship,” Att: Irene Savage, and 
send or leave at the Church Office by  

Sunday, May 12.  We regret that we cannot 
accommodate reservations by phone, walk-ins, or 
reservations without payment.  Also, be sure to 
buy your Quilt Raffle Ticket today!  See more 

information and a raffle ticket form on the inside 
back cover of this monthly. 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

TAI CHI FITNESS with Luis Duarte  
 

All are welcome!  Improve your 
balance, health and well being.  Come 
and experience the many wonderful 
benefits of Tai Chi and Qi Gong 
exercises.  Classes are held on 
Wednesdays at 8:00 am and Thursdays 

at 9:00 am.  Only $7 per class if paid by the 
month, and $8 per class for “drop- ins.”  Join us!  

  

LADIES DAYTIME BRIDGE  
 

The Grand Finale of the Women's Fellowship Bridge Group will be on Monday, June 3 - Fun, Favors and 
Food for all!  
 
Everyone will play the final round of twenty hands to determine the winners; 
opponents matched according to the year's cumulative ranking; tracked 
courtesy of Kathy Riley.  Prizes will be awarded to 1st, 2nd and 3rd place 
players.   
 
The group welcomes new players for next year.  Sign up with a partner with 
whom you will play once a month - there is no set date - you may play 
morning, afternoon or evening, any day in the month agreeable to your opponents.  Your partner does not 
need to be a member of FCCOG.  The monthly schedule is furnished by the bridge committee.  The fee 
remains at $15.00 per person for the season.  This is rubber bridge and although the hands dealt are in the lap 
of the card god, we guarantee you will find new friends, camaraderie, fun and even, perhaps, a new recipe, as 
the hostesses of the month are asked to serve a simple dessert and a cup of tea (or maybe some cookies and a 
glass of water!).  It is a very relaxed and pleasant way to spend a few hours; all levels of expertise welcome.  
Questions, call Lu Baldwin 203-637-7698 or email at bobalu827@gmail.com.  

mailto:FBTworld@aol.com
mailto:bobalu827@gmail.com


18  The Meetinghouse Month ly  

 

         MAYB IRTHDAYS  
05/01  Peter Dadzis 

05/01  Erik Norrgard 

05/01  Edward Dadzis 

05/01  Caroline Glover 

05/02  H Kent Atkins 

05/02  Olga Hartwell 

05/02  Katherine Urban 

05/02  Alexandra Arader 

05/02  Tom Fraser 

05/02  Erika Bloes 

05/03  Beverly Ahlberg 

05/03  Carolyn MacLea 

05/03  John Denne 

05/03  Robert Dinmore 

05/03  Jennifer Cuminale 

05/04  Robert Smith 

05/04  Leslie Bacon 

05/04  Anthony Graham 

05/04  Kimberly Kuppenheimer 

05/04  Todd Stafford 

05/05  Scott Gaulocher 

05/05  Greg Kuppenheimer 

05/05  Roxanne Goh 

05/05  Thea Kruger 

05/05  Julia Quinn 

05/05  Lily Gale Bates 

05/06  Rosemary Lamie 

05/06  Daniel Kilmurray 

05/06  Douglas Friedman 

05/06  Olivia Thalheim 

05/06  Nicole Alexandre 

05/07  Helen Hagner 

05/07  Stephen Alden 

05/07  Karen Harris 

05/07  Chip Schenck 

05/07  Kim Schenck 

05/07  Julia McDonald 

05/07  Daniel Cioffari 

05/08  Harriet Starr 

05/08  Leslie VanDermeer 

05/08  Paige Davis 

05/08  Phillip Bradford 

05/08  Martha Carey 

05/08  Tamara Kilmurray 

05/08  David Provoost 

05/08  Jennifer Whitehill 

05/09  Linda Lewis 

05/09  Matthew Derr 

05/09  David Allen 

05/09  Emily Hoffman 

05/09  Nicole Baker 

05/09  Kristen Jacks 

05/10  Stephen Weigner 

05/10  Fred Laffan 

05/10  Robert Friend 

05/10  Devon Simpson 

05/10  Amanda Gurciullo 

05/10  Jacob Calle 

05/10  Lydia Garnett 

05/11  Christian Meyer 

05/11  Landon Hunter 

05/12  Kathryn Hewitt 

05/12  Shawn Aselin 

05/12  Eric De Riemer 

05/12  Miles VanDermeer 

05/12  June Breismeister 

05/13  Stella Thomas 

05/13  Tyler Shaver 

05/14  Cyndy Anderson 

05/14  Tamara Ng-Yow 

05/14  Curtis Grellier 

05/14  Elizabeth Grellier 

05/15  Gary Klingner 

05/15  Hans Joachim Rieke 

05/15  Douglas Breismeister 

05/15  Fritz Waine 

05/16  Lindsey Friedman 

05/16  Margaret Ann Parker 

05/16  Isabelle Carter 

05/16  Benjamin Nadler 

05/17  Matthew Carey 

05/17  Brian Mickley 

05/17  Mackay Eveland 

05/17  Willie Piro 

05/18  Ty Anderson 

05/18  Andrew Sotzing 

05/18  Charlotte Winston 

05/19  Erica Reiss 

05/19  Tyler Hogan 

05/19  Michael Fusaro 

05/19  Field Garthwaite 

05/19  Eleanor Garnett 

05/20  Nancy McConnell 

05/20  Peter Thalheim 

05/21  Chris Thompson 

05/21  Alison Cox 

05/21  Sean Kilmurray 

05/22  Pat Geismar 

05/22  Margot Brady 

05/22  James Morris 

05/22  David Gordon 

05/22  Denis Fortunato 

05/22  Matthew Golodinskii 

05/23  Alice Hallowell 

05/23  Marty Burke 

05/23  Bill Wheaton 

05/23  Susan E Tedford 

05/23  Lisa Ghaffari 

05/23  Taylor Schinto 

05/24  Robert Brady 

05/24  Leah Carey 

05/24  Vicki Cain 

05/24  Robert Finch 

05/24  Christopher Cumming 

05/25  Bradley Craig 

05/25  Elen Amedeo Sotzing 

05/25  Beverly Espinosa 

05/25  Margaret Phyfe 

05/25  Matthew Kilmurray 

05/26  Stuart Serenbetz 

05/26  Finn Breismeister 

05/27  Peter Simpson 

05/27  Jack Koppenheffer 

05/27  Joshua Arnold 

05/28  David Williams 

05/28  Judy Provoost 

05/28  Deborah Wheelock 

05/28  Mac Sykes 

05/28  Samuel Nadler 

05/29  Karl Sandreuter 

05/29  Elizabeth Stewart 

05/29  Billy Heidt 

05/29  Mariel Laffan 

05/30  Judy Coleman 

05/30  Julie Dodd 

05/30  Nick Carter 

05/30  Lindsey Hascher 

05/30  William Klingner 

05/31  Pam Grunow 

05/31  Eleanore Olsen 

05/31  Ted Anibal 

05/31  Libby Craig 

05/31  Thomas Mair 

05/31  James Mair 

L ife  

E vents                                                                        

Baptisms: 
 

Marissa Lee Stein, daughter of Shera M. Stein and Michael F. Stein - April 14 2013 
 

Harper Josephine Rao, daughter of Genevra and Michael Rao - April 21, 2013 
 

Tenille Smith - April 28, 2013 

Deaths: 
 

Frank Preucil 
 

Betty Edgar 



19 The Meetinghouse Month ly  

 

                                                           

Women’s Fellowship 43rd Annual Quilt Raffle 
 

The Kettle Quilters have created a beautiful queen size quilt in a “White on White” pattern this year (pictured 
here).  Our beloved Kettle Quilters painstakingly did the quilting.  It will be raffled off at the Spring 
Luncheon on Wednesday, May 15.  Please use the form below to 
order your tickets.  Tickets will also be on sale at Coffee Hour and 
in the Church Office in the weeks leading up to the luncheon, but 
please don’t delay.  Fill out the form below and drop it off or mail 
it to the Church.  Your tickets will be filled out by the committee 
and your stubs held for you at the luncheon, unless you prefer 
they be mailed to you.  You need not be present to win.  All 
proceeds from this raffle will support charitable organizations that 
benefit women, children and families.  We are grateful to our 
dedicated group of Kettle Quilters who continue the tradition of 
providing heirloom quilts year after year.  We thank them and our 
faithful Church Community for the continued support of the 
mission of Women’s Fellowship.  If you have questions, please contact:  Pam Grunow at 203-637-2330 or 
grunow5@optonline.net.  Thank you!  

 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

 

Name:   ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number:  _________________________   E-Mail (optional):  ______________________________ 

 

This year individual tickets are being sold for $5.00 each and there will be a limit of 1000 tickets sold.     

     

# of Tickets:     x $5.00 =   Total Enclosed:  ___________________________ 

 

I would like my stubs (please check one):                            Held for me at the luncheon 

                              _______ Returned to me via mail 

 

Checks may be made out to “Women’s Fellowship.”  

  

                                         

 

Church members gathered for the Spring 2013  

Men's Retreat on April 12 at North Greenwich  

Congregational Church.  The event featured food,  

fellowship, and presentations on 'Personal  

Reinvention' by Chuck McConnell  

and Bert Pulitzer. 

mailto:grunow5@optonline.net
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The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Ministers:  The Members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Interim Senior Pastor:  Rev. John W. Collins, jcollins@fccog.org  

Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry:  Rev. Mark D. Montgomery, mmontgomery@fccog.org 

Associate Pastor for Communication and Adult Education:  Rev. Daniel B. England, dengland@fccog.org 

Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care:  Rev. Avery C. Manchester, amanchester@fccog.org 

Director of Music:  Dr. Craig Scott Symons, craigs@fccog.org 

Director of Church School:  Rosemary Lamie, rosemaryl@fccog.org 

Director of Membership:  Ginny Breismeister, ginnyb@fccog.org 

Director of Communications:  Barbara Wilkov, barbaraw@fccog.org 

Parish Nurse:  Susan Asselin, RN, susana@fccog.org 

Director of Preschool:  Darla Kohler, darlak@fccog.org 

Pastors Emeriti:  Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Rev. Sally Colegrove 

Director of Music Emeritus: Dr. John Stansell 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich                                                                                                         Nonprofit Organization 

108 Sound Beach Avenue                                                                                                                                           U.S. Postage PAID 
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Phone:  203-637-1791                                                                Permit No. 7017 

Fax::  203-637-1540                                                                                                                                                 
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Find us on Facebook and LIKE the page! 

 (Help us reach 200 “likes”!) 

 We're now on Twitter  @FCCOGCT 

 Check out our YouTube page, too! 

Upcoming Special Sundays — Please Mark Your Calendars 
 

 May 12  - Music and Friendship Sunday (Mother’s Day):  Celebrating the wealth of music at FCCOG with 
our Cherub, Children’s, Youth, Chancel and Palmer Handbell Choirs. Invite a friend along and stay for a very 
special Coffee Hour. 

 

 May 19 - Confirmation Sunday:  The Worship Service, led by our 8th and 9th grade youth, will include a  
Service of Confirmation. 

 

 May 26 - Memorial Day Weekend:  If you’re in town, be sure to join us as Rev. John Collins leads the service. 
 

 June 2 - Children’s Sunday:  Presentation of Bibles to 3rd graders, celebrating our children, and thanking our 
Church School teachers for their commitment and service. 

 

 June 9 - Heritage Sunday :  A wonderful tradition at First Church, this is a special day when we honor our  
members of fifty years or more. 

 

 June 9 - Last 5:00 pm linc service until the fall 
 

 June 16 (Father’s Day) - First 8:00 am Beach Service of the season:  Note:  no beach service on July 28 

mailto:jcollins@fccog.org
mailto:darlak@fccog.org
http://www.fccog.org/about-us/our-building/our-stained-glass-window-tour/
http://www.fccog.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church-of-Greenwich/193405407368230?sk=wall
https://twitter.com/FCCOGCT
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXgou35EY5N803D4e_J4JNA?feature=results_main

