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 Wednesday, April 24 

6:00  -  8:00 pm 

Join us for dinner, fellowship,  

learning, fun, prayer.  

(see page 11 for details) 
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Church School Bible Breakfast 2013! 
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By:  Rev. John W. Collins 
 
 
 

Could a greater miracle take place than to look 
through the eyes of another for just an instant? 

                                                                                                                    ~Henry David Thoreau 
 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I greet you at the beginning of this extraordinary month of April as we bask in the joy of our Easter  
celebration just past.  The experience of Holy Week and Easter here at First Congregational Church  
provided a much needed opportunity to stop, to set down the burdens of our lives, and to know the 
promise of hope and renewal.  It was the chance to glimpse, once again, the possibility of new life! 
 
For that glimpse is the possibility that Easter provides.  It is a wakeup call that stops us…. that shows us 
how often we go through our days, getting things done, yes, but missing the deep wonder of living.  It 
reminds us that too often we are like sleepwalkers moving through a beautiful springtime garden but too 
sleepy to see the flowers or smell the fresh air.  Easter can, and should, shake us awake; it should open our 
senses to the deeper life that surrounds us. 
 
When you read the stories of the resurrection, Jesus speaking with Mary at the tomb or eating breakfast 
with the disciples on the beach for example, what strikes you is how they wake out of their grief, how  
suddenly they know the startling presence of Jesus.  They do not know him at first, but he forces them to 
pay close attention to the experience of being right there with him, and suddenly the moment is sacred.  
Jesus makes them stop….and get a glimpse of life through his eyes. 
 
I believe that a joyous experience of life is not possible until we stop and look at life with a fresh perspec-
tive, a perspective like the glimpse of life through the eyes of Christ.  Thoreau’s beautiful statement above 
is a reminder that all of us have this Easter power.  We can stop.  We can wake up and pay attention to 
the people and the world we have been blessed with.  And when we do, just like Mary and the disciples, 
everything changes and life opens up. 
 
As April ushers in the miracle of renewed creation, as the buds burst into blossom and the air fills with 
springtime fragrance, I wish you the gift of that Easter glimpse, the stunning experience of new life. 
 
 
 
 

John 
 
 

 
      
 

Speaking Pastorally 
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From the Parish Nurse… New Beginnings  

by Sue Asselin, RN 

 

Spring is a time of hope and new beginnings, and a good time for making some healthy lifestyle changes. 

Did you know the Wellness Committee provides resources for motivation for healthier lifestyles?  In 

Room 203, the Parish Nurse’s office, there is a lending library of books and videos to help nourish one’s 

soul and body.  There are motivational walking tapes, even a series of tapes to help fight depression, all 

available to loan out.  And, your Parish Nurse is available for motivation and confidential consultation.  

If you would like any inspiration, support, or resources for your own spring health initiatives, come and 

see me in Room 203.  I’m here on Tuesdays and Thursdays 10 am -3 pm, and Sundays 10 am -12 pm, 

and can be reached at extension 21. 

 

The Wellness Committee is pleased to present a Second Hour on Sunday April 28:   

Care for Your Joints - Treatments for Joint Pain & Immobility. 

We will welcome back Dr. Janet Freedman MD, a physiatrist with Greenwich Hospital’s Physical  

Medicine Department.  She has 25 years of experience in physical and rehabilitative medicine, treating 

pain or immobility of the knees, hips, shoulders and other joints.  Join us as she explains various  

preventative measures, diagnostics, and treatments available for joint ailments.  We will meet in the 

Lounge following the 10:00 am Worship Service. 

 

Those in attendance at the February 28 nutritional talk and lunch Soups 

On! know how enjoyable it was to hear Gavin Prichard, Culinary Dieti-

cian from Greenwich Hospital’s Center for Healthy Living (photo on 

right), as we enjoyed his creation:  pasta fagioli soup.  Many have re-

quested information and recipes from that day, and they are now avail-

able on the counter in Room 203. 

 

On March 17 Lise Jameson, LCSW, spoke about the organization, At Home In 

Greenwich, Inc., where she is the Executive Director.  In her casual and witty way, 

she described the program which provides Greenwich Seniors with both the practi-

cal means and the confidence to live their lives to the fullest in their own homes as 

they grow older.  If you missed it, and would like more information, it is available 

on the literature rack in the entrance near the Lounge. You may also speak to me 

about the organization, visit the website www.athomeingreenwich.org or call Lise 

directly at 203-422-2342. 

 

 

New Group for Mothers of Very Young Children! 

 

Starting Friday, April 12, First Congregational Church will offer a Mothers Group 
every 2nd and 4th Friday of the month.  Bring your baby, toddler and/or 2 year old 
for an opportunity to meet and relax with other moms and their young kids.  The 
group will meet at 9:00 am in Room 104.  For more information, email Kristen Jacks 
at kmj33z@yahoo.com or call her at 203-344-1961. 

http://www.athomeingreenwich.org
mailto:kmj33z@yahoo.com
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Church Committee and Board of Trustees  

Q & A about FCCOG 
with Senior Deacon Chris Cantwell and Trustees Chair Chris Hartwell 

 

 

 
Q: What is the Pastor’s Advisory Committee, and what is its purpose? 

 
A: The Pastor’s Advisory Committee, or PAC, was formed in the 1990’s as a means for the Senior Pastor to 

communicate with the lay leaders in an informal setting on topics of interest to the church.  The PAC 
has historically included the Senior Pastor and both the Chairs and Vice Chairs of the Church 
Committee and the Board of Trustees.  It is not a decision-making body or an official committee, and is 
not required to meet on any set schedule.  Since Rev. Collins’ arrival, the PAC has been meeting 
approximately once a month, with all the pastors attending to broaden the perspective of the discussion.  
The PAC is really what the pastors and lay leaders want to make of it, but we have found that it is a 
good, informal venue to talk about church priorities.  If matters arise in a PAC discussion that may 
require official action or the adoption or change of church policies, they are referred to the appropriate 
official body (the Board of Trustees, the Church Committee, or one of their respective sub-committees) 
for consideration and determination as to what action might be taken.  

 

 
Q: How are church finances affected by the residential properties owned by the church?  What expenses 

are incurred with respect to these properties?  Does the church make a profit on rental of the 
properties? 

 

A: The Church owns five residential housing units - 81 Riverside Avenue, 15 Forest Avenue, 11 Forest 
Avenue, and 108A and 108B Sound Beach Avenue.  The primary purpose of these residential units is to 
provide housing for our full-time pastors and music director as needed.  In recent years, two or three of 
these properties have usually been occupied by our staff at any given time, and the remaining properties 
have been rented on a short-term (one year or less) basis to members of the community.  The historical 
practice has been to include the rental income and expenses related to these properties as income and 
expense items, respectively, in the operating budget.  The Task Force on Pastor Housing and 
Compensation recently recommended that net income from the residential properties be accounted for 
separately from the operating budget and dedicated to maintaining those properties and funding other 
pastor housing needs, but the Trustees and Church Committee have not yet considered that 
recommendation.  The expenses relating to the properties consist primarily of property taxes, insurance, 
structure and grounds maintenance, and real estate commissions.  During the past eight years, expenses 
have averaged about $50,000 per year, while rent received has averaged about $106,000 per year.  
Therefore, the properties have yielded a profit of about $56,000 per year, contributing a net amount of 
about $450,000 to the operating budget since 2005. 

 

  

Email your questions to ctcantwells@sbcglobal.net or clhartwell@mac.com. 
 

 

                                                                                                                             

                                                                

mailto:ctcantwells@sbcglobal.net
mailto:clhartwell@mac.com
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“Musical Notes”  
 

 

Spring Festival of the Arts 
 

The weekend of April 26-28, First Music and Arts will add the visual arts portion to their community 
offerings.  The Art Society of Old Greenwich will have artwork on display in the auditorium and a few 
pieces in the back of the Meetinghouse.  One hour before and after each performance, you will have a 
chance to view artwork from the membership of the Art Society.  Be sure to tell your friends and 
neighbors about this wonderful opportunity to experience the talents of our local artists. 

 

On Friday evening, April 26 at 8:00 pm, our wonderful Austin pipe organ 
will be heard in an organ recital by many of the Greenwich organists.  Jamie 
Hitel, Craig Scott Symons, Jon Hunt, Frederick Tripodi, Alistair Reid, Sean 
Jackson will be sharing their talents in a program that will have something 
that will entertain and speak to everyone in the audience.  Suggested  
donation is $20 per person. 

 

Wrapping up our wonderful weekend will be a performance of the Requiem by Johannes Brahms on 
Sunday, April 28 at 4:00 pm.  The First Church Festival Chorus will be using Brahms’ own 4-hand  
piano version, with Jayson Engquist and Jon Hunt at the keyboard.  This is a very different experience 
than the full orchestra version, and offers a much warmer, and more intimate performance than one 
might hear in a larger concert hall.  Our soloists will be soprano Hanna Golodinskii and bass Samuel 
Hepler, all under the direction of Craig Scott Symons.  Suggested donation is $20 per person.   

 

Looking ahead to May, the Meetinghouse will be filled with the sounds of 
bells as we welcome the Jubilate Ringers from Wilton.  This group is con-
ducted by Ellen Dickinson, Director of Music at Norfield Church in Wes-
ton.  Jubilate Ringers is comprised of ringers from the Norfield Church and 
the Unitarian Church in Westport as well as the surrounding community.  
The performance is Sunday, May 19, at 7:00 pm. 

 

 

 

There is still room for YOU in the  
Children’s Choir! 

 

Our move from Wednesday rehearsals to Sunday after church has proven to be a very positive  
decision. We gained 5 new singers in the first 2 months, and there’s still time for you to get  
involved before the end of the season. Our next rehearsal will be Sunday, April 7 at 11:15 am in 
Craig’s office by the choir room.  We are scheduled to sing on these Sundays: April 21, May 12 
(Music Sunday), and June 2 (Sunday School Recognition).  If you’re not able to participate this 
year, please make room for us in your schedules in the fall, starting shortly after Labor Day. 
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Coming Up In Church School for April 

 

 
 

 

 

      CROP Walk Sunday, April 21 
 

 Start: 2 pm at First Presbyterian Church, Lafayette Place, Greenwich. 

 Finish: Christ Church/ Neighbor to Neighbor. 

 Walk down Greenwich Ave and up Mason Street with friends and family. 

 Raise Awareness: Raise Money to Fight Poverty and Hunger. 

 Sponsor a Walker: Donate online www.crophungerwalk.org/greenwichct. 

 

Still time to register for Silver Lake Summer Programs   

http://silverlake.ctucc.org/ 

 

Wonderful Wednesday — April 24   

 6:00  -  8:00 pm 

 

Church School goes to Pilgrim Towers  - Sunday, April 28 

11:15 am 

 

New program for Summer Church School -  

AT THE BEACH!!!! 

http://www.crophungerwalk.org/greenwichct
http://silverlake.ctucc.org/
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Hunger Mission:   
    
We want to thank the students and teachers listed here for cooking chili in February.   
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We want to thank Girl Scout Troup 50650 for cooking chili in March.  Here is a note from one of their 
leaders, Cathy Goff: 

 

 We had a WONDERFUL time cooking chili!  The instructions and recipe were clear  
and easy to follow.  Because we had such a large group, we actually did the cooking at  
the Girl Scout camp in Stamford.  I just borrowed the pots and pans from the troop  
kitchen and returned them when we were done. 

 

 We are Girl Scout Troop 50650.  We are based at Eagle Hill School in Greenwich,  
a school for children with learning disabilities.  Leaders are Cathy Goff and Jennifer  
McMorrow.  Thank you very much for letting us help the community in this way! 

 

Cooks for the Soup Kitchen:  The first Monday of every month a team from First Congregational Church 
serves chili and salad to 120-150 people at New Covenant House for Hospitality in Stamford.  To support this 
effort, the Hunger Mission Team recruits volunteers to cook the chili and prepare salad the weekend before.  It 
is a great opportunity for families, friends, Church School classes, men’s/women’s groups, etc. to make a 
positive impact in the lives of our neighbors.  We need teams of volunteers to cook the meal for: 
 

                             June 3 
                             July 1 
                            August 5 
 
To sign up a cooking team, contact Tom Mahoney at fccoghungermission@gmail.com.  The 2-3 hours you 
invest in cooking will nourish your soul along with those you feed. (See pix here of the team from March!) 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Contribute food each week through our collection barrel located at the back of the Meetinghouse.  Adding a 
few items to your weekly grocery list will make a significant difference at Neighbor to Neighbor.  Especially 
needed food items are listed here:   
 

Canned Fruit, Canned Meat (i.e. chili, spam), Peanut Butter (small 18 oz), Jelly (small 18 oz), Cereal, Soup 

Children: Emma Olmsted 
Grace Alfano Jennie Olmsted 
Marielle Laffan Lara Olmsted 
Elizabeth Mohn John Romano 
Victoria Mueller Bradford Kendall Schrohe 
JQ Norrgard George Wheelock 

Teachers: 
Cara Olmsted 
David Alfano 
Mark Mohn 
Beth Press 
Charlotte Lorthioir 
Shaw Speer  

/mc/compose?to=fccoghungermission@gmail.com
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APRIL Responsibilities and Assignments 
 

Memorial Service and  
linc Service: 

 
April Condon - April 7 

Ed Oppedisano - April 14 

Elaine Teeters - April 21 

John Denne - April 28 
 

 

April 7 Communion: 
 

       Nancy Fountain -  Capt. 

      Peter Flierl -  Setup 

      Paul Olmsted -  Setup  

      Linnea Stenberg -  Setup 

  Joe McBride -  Setup 

 Bob Small -  Cleanup 

 John Fryback -  Cleanup 

 Pam Grunow -  Cleanup 

 
 
 
 

 
Bible Study 

 

 

Sunday Bible Study will recommence on April 14, 2013 at 11:20 am in the Lounge.  The 
subject, at least initially, will be the "nones" - those people who when asked about their reli-
gious affiliation check "none" on the survey.  Why do they say that?  What are the forces 
creating a distance between them and God, the 
church and a sense of soul?   Or are they finding 
a different way?  This will be no sociological 
study but a true Bible Study that will perhaps 
give us some insight into how our church can 
better minister to this community and also con-
front the "none"-ness in each of us.  Led by Dan 
England. 
 

Also, don't forget the new Mid-Week Bible 
Study for beginners which will continue on 
Thursday, April 4  and Thursday, April 18 at 
10:15 am in Room 104.  It is a basic Bible Study for those who come with questions that 
they didn't dare ask before because they didn't quite know where to start.  It will be gentle, 
and geared to people who would like to know more about the Bible than they do now.  One 
hour, led by Dan England.  No further commitment. 

 
 

Coffee Hour Committee Hosts: 

Membership Committee 
 

Invocation:   

Steve Pierson 

 

Hospital Notes:   

Betsy Kreuter 
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Rick Derr 

Chairman 

 

Pat Mendelsohn 

Vice Chairman 

 

David Alfano 

Marty Berlin 

Frosty Freidman 

Pam Grunow 

Olga Hartwell 

Kristen Jacks 

Paul Olmstead 

Peter Schay 

Rick Woodman 

                                     

 

 

2013 Lenten Offering Brings In $35,309 
 

Our Lenten Offering has, again this year, shown that we are a compassionate congregation seeking to 
help out where we can.  Because of your generosity, we are able to support both NicaHOPE and the 
Young Mariners Association with substantial gifts that will make a difference in their Outreach efforts. 
 

As you have learned, NicaHOPE works with the populations living around 
the garbage dumps in Managua, Nicaragua.  Offering opportunities for  
employment, education, nutrition and psychological services, NicaHOPE 
has given hope to many children and families.  Our support to them will 
allow these projects to continue, schools to be built, programs to be administered, teachers to be em-
powered and lives to be changed. 
 

Young Mariners happens right in our own back yard.  Based out of  
Stamford, this agency works with young people to teach mathematical, 
problem solving and independence skills that enable self-esteem and self-
improvement.  Young Mariners is geared to encourage young people to  
believe in themselves so that they may accomplish any task put before them.  Their success rate for im-
proved learning, increased self-awareness and college admission is testimony to their wonderful efforts.  
Our gifts will enable more children to be able to be a part of this amazing program. 

 Report of the Senior Pastor Search Committee 

At the Annual Meeting, the Congregation created the Senior Pastor Search Committee 
with the members listed to the left.  The committee members fully understand the im-
portance of our task and have begun our work in earnest.  Thus far, we have dealt with 
organizational matters, and have met with our Interim Senior Pastor, John Collins, and 
our Regional Conference Minister, Michael Ciba.  Much time has been devoted to the 
careful study of the Church Profile that we must complete.  The Church Profile is our 
necessary first step that will describe who we are as a Church, where we plan to go in the 
future, and the characteristics needed in a new settled Senior Pastor who will help us on 
our road together.  The Congregation has already given us some excellent input for the 
Church Profile through the Fellowship Dinners last Fall and the Senior Pastor Survey 
just completed.  We expect it will take us several months to complete the Church  
Profile.  We cannot consider any potential candidates until we complete the Profile, as 
this document will give us the criteria by which we can evaluate any potential Pastors for 
our Church. 

 

We will strive to keep you updated on our progress through regular reports.  However, 
please understand that the work of the Search Committee must be confidential.  We will 
value your input, but we will need to be guarded about sharing with you our thoughts 
and deliberations. 

 

All the members of your Senior Pastor Search Committee are humbled by the responsi-
bility you have given us.  We ask that the Holy Spirit will give us the insight and wisdom 
to find the best Pastor to lead us all for the coming years. 
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For the latest Youth and  

Confirmation News go to:   

www.fccogYouth.com 
 

Notice it’s .COM and not .ORG!!!   

Check it out today! 
 

 

 

Continued from front cover… 
 

Wednesday is wonderful...Again! 
 

We are in for another time of fellowship, learning, playing and just being together as another Wonderful 
Wednesday comes up on April 24.  Join us at 6:00 pm for a wonderful meal, followed by time in small 
groups, concluding with a time of worship.  All said and done, you will be out the door and back into the 
warmth of spring by 8:00 pm.  Take a look at the offerings below and join us on the 24th. 
 

Go Into All the World:  This is easier than ever given our place in the technological age….but who 
knows how to navigate the way?  Using the web, websites, Twitter, Instagram, Dropbox, Facebook and 
good old paper and pencil, we will explore the ways that our faith can be enlightened, our community 
strengthened, and our place in this huge world solidified through the use of social networking and 
other web-based utilities.  As long as you can turn on a computer, you are ready for this small group.  
If you have a laptop or iPad to bring along, that would be great!                 Led by Mark Montgomery 

 

The Hebrew Bible and the Early Church:  When Christianity started, there was no New Testament. 
In fact, all the Jewish Christians (at the beginning anyway) had to refer to as the Scriptures, was the 
Hebrew Bible, what we call the Old Testament.  Since they were trying to convince the people that 
Jesus was the Messiah, all they could bring to bear was the teaching, example and work of Jesus himself 
(which, in its distilled form, wound up in the 4 Gospels) and the Old Testament.  But how can you 
use the Old Testament to prove that the New Covenant is true?  We'll take a brief and intriguing look 
at how these clever newly minted Christians did just that.                                       Led by Dan England 

 

Healthy Kids – God Needs Helpers:  Our parish nurse will show the children how they can help when 
others face urgent medical situations.  We will learn the warning signs of heart attack and stroke, and 
how to best help someone.  We’ll have a scavenger hunt and a few surprises!          Led by Sue Asselin 

 

 Where Do We Go From There - A Peek at the Future After What Comes Next:  We will take a look 
past the near future at some  of the challenges the church faces in the next 20-30 years.   
                                                                                                                             Led by John Collins 

 

http://www.fccogYouth.com
http://Www.fccogYouth.com
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                  Worship in April: 
 
When we think of First Congregational Church, many of our minds move immediately 
to the worship experiences we have together.  We invite you to engage in these times of 
community, spirituality, grounding, compassion and outreach on a regular basis whether 
at our 10 am service or our 5 pm service, both on Sundays. 

 

10:00 am Service in the Meetinghouse 
 

April 7 -  Matthew 7:1-12 

This is the Sunday after Easter, but we still find our-
selves in the Easter season celebrating the joy that is  
the risen Christ. At our 10 am service, Rev. John 
Collins will be preaching, “Check Your Iron.”  This 
sermon highlights a marvelous piece of advice from 
Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. 

 
April 14   

Take a break from your last-minute tax woes and 
head to the Meetinghouse at 10 am where Rev. Mark 
Montgomery will be preaching.  One of Mark’s favor-
ite scripture stories is this week’s Lectionary text, Acts 
9:1-20, The Conversion of Saul.  The sermon title is 
“Stones in the Road.” 

 
April 21  

Join us for worship on a day we remember Earth Day   
- honor and celebrate Creation.  It is, by tradition, 
Jesus the Good Shepherd Sunday and recalls Psalm 
23.  We will also celebrate CROP Walk in the  
afternoon.  Rev. Avery Manchester will be preaching. 

 
 

April 28 -  Matthew 6:25-34 

At our 10 am service, Rev. John Collins will lead our 
worship.  His sermon, “Richness” is a sermon that 
encourages a deep appreciation for God’s gift of life. 

 

 

 

 

5:00 linc Service in the Auditorium 

 

April 7  

On this Sunday after Easter, we hear the story of 
what happened just after the resurrection. Rev. Avery 
Manchester will be leading us in story and prayer. 

 
April 14  

Come back for the 5 pm service where Mark will 
lead our linc service with conversations and activities 
focusing on what it means for us to be a resurrected 
people. Even if you were at the 10 am service, come 
hear a different perspective on Saul.  

 

April 21  

Our 5 pm linc service will actually take place at  
2 pm as we worship with our feet!  Get on your 
walking shoes to take an actual journey of faith as 
we join together to raise money and awareness  
during the 2013 CROP Walk.  The walk will  
begin at First Presbyterian Church and conclude at 
Christ Episcopal Church, the home of Neighbor to 
Neighbor (one of the recipients of funds raised 
through the walk).  Join us! 

 
April 28  

The wonderful worship opportunities continue at 5 
pm as Mark, along with a few other folks, lead us in 
a time of worship focused on telling our own stories.  
Listen to the song, “I Love to Tell the Story.” 
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The Summer Program at First Church Preschool 2013 

 
 

 

The Summer Program at First Church Preschool is designed for children between the ages of 3 and 5 years 
(i.e. must be between turning 3 by 12/31/13 and entering kindergarten in September 2013).  The program 
consists of three 2-week sessions: 

 

 Session 1:  June 17 – June 28:  Our World of Sports:  Children participate in a variety of 
fun sports and physical activities that get their bodies moving and their game on! 

 

 Session 2:  July 1 – July 12 (closed 7/4):  The Arts Factory:  Children imagine, design, 
and create within different media, including art, music, and dance. 

 

 Session 3:  July 15 – July 26:  Little Scientists:  Exploration, experimentation, and discov-
ery are encouraged through children’s interactions with their natural environment. 

 

All sessions include arts & crafts, water play, playground time, and snacks. 

 

New this summer! 

You will be able to register for just one week of each session. 
 

Seahorses:  3 year-olds only attend Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 9:00 am—12:00 pm.  Children 
must be toilet trained. 

 

*Cost per full 2-week sessions 1 & 3:  $350; Cost per full 2-week session 2:  $300. 

*Cost per one-week only of sessions 1 &3:  $200; Cost per one-week only of session 2:  $150 

 

 4 & 5 Year-Olds:  Attend Monday – Friday 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.  These children bring a lunch from home.  

 

*Cost per full 2-week sessions 1 & 3:  $600; Cost per full 2-week session 2:  $550. 

*Cost per one-week only of sessions 1 &3:  $325; Cost per one-week only of session 2:  $275 

 

 Note:  Some of these sessions have started to fill up, so be sure to register soon! 
 

Contact Information: 

First Church Preschool 

108 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich, CT 06870 

203-637-5430; E-Mail: darlak@fccog.org   

www.firstchurchpreschool.org 

 

                                                                   Info about First Church Preschool Pre-K program can be found on Page 16... 

mailto:darlak@fccog.org
http://www.firstchurchpreschool.org
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       News from The Rummage Room:  
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich   

 

The photo to the right shows Persis Alden, Co-Chair of The 
Rummage Room Committee, and Judy Miller, Chair of the 
Allocations Committee, presenting Maria Drieghe, Manager 
of The Rummage Room, The Rummage Room version of 
their appreciation.  Several of the CT newspapers have 
recently asked for recommendations for the Top Work 
Place in the community and they state:  "A great workplace 
is something to be proud of.  If you work for an awesome 
company, show your appreciation and nominate 
them."  The Rummage Room volunteers think The 
Rummage Room is an awesome place to work based on the 
camaraderie, teamwork and productive environment 
created by manager Maria and her staff, and they have 
shown their appreciation by nominating what they consider 
to be "The Best Little Shoppe in Greenwich" as a TOP WORK PLACE 2013.   The appreciation campaign is 
being conducted by the CT Post, Greenwich Time, The News-Times and The Advocate.   

 

APRIL EVENTS CALENDAR: 

Monday, April 1:   Happy first of April and Happy April Fool's Day.  If you are driving or walking in Old 
Greenwich and pass by The Rummage Room, don't be startled if one of the live mannequins in the window 
gives you a welcoming wave.  Please smile, wave back, and then come in to see what the excitement is all 
about!  You will find a great selection of Spring merchandise with new items being donated daily.  Manager 
Maria will have four or five selected categories for sale at 50% off from Monday through Saturday, April 6. 

Tuesday, April 16:  The annual "Thank You Breakfast" for the 75 Rummage Room Volunteers will be held 
on Tuesday, April 16 at 9:00 am in the church auditorium and will be hosted by The Rummage Room 
Committee and Manager, Maria Drieghe.  The Committee is co-chaired by Prill Myer and Persis 
Alden.  Other members of the Committee are Erna Olson, Lynda Elliott, Janet Sotzing, Tommy 
Starkweather, Beth Rollins, Barbara Norrgard (chair emeritus), and Cynthia De Riemer, chair of the 
Women's Fellowship.  It is a wonderful time for all the volunteers to gather and be treated with all the TLC 
they deserve.  

Manager's Wish List:  Particularly needed are good Spring handbags and nice jewelry!  Single and double 
strollers; Boy’s blue blazer, size 14 husky; Women's and men's belts; Mother-of-the-Bride dress, size 6; Flower 
girl dress for a 2 year old; Men's ties; Mother's Day gifts. 
 

The Allocations Committee has finished their recommended list of organizations that will receive grants in 2013 from 
funds generated in 2011/2012.  Thanks to all for this time consuming but important work.  Judy Miller heads this 
committee, and other members are:  Tina Birkic,  Mickey Fossum, Nancy Fountain, Frosty Friedman, Beth Rollins, 
Susan Tedford, Lori White and Cynthia DeRiemer, chair of the Women's Fellowship.   
 

Continuing with the series of ' Thank you letters' to the Allocations Committee from 2012 Rummage Room proceeds: 
 

Thanks to your benevolence and concern for those in need of emergency food,  I am pleased to advise that last spring the Food 
Bank purchased a refrigerated van so that we may safely transport donated frozen meat and perishable vegetables during the 
hot summer months.  Almost all of the cost of this van was funded by the generosity of our donors like the Women's Fellowship, 
as well as the volunteers and staff at The Rummage Room. We are very grateful and wish to acknowledge your church's 
continued support of The Food Bank since 2003.    The Food Bank of Lower Fairfield County, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                                                          Continued on the next page... 

(L-R) Persis Alden, Manager Maria Drieghe, Judy Miller 
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           Avery’s Book Corner for April 
 

                  

 

 

Join us! 
 

If you would like to be a part of a grassroots conversation regarding gun violence, gun control and 
how our congregation may respond, please join us on Thursday, April 11 at 6:30 pm in the 
Lounge.  We hope to have a diversity of voices and ideas and look forward to where the spirit may 
lead our conversation and our action.  If you plan to attend, please contact the Church Office to let 
us know. 

 

' Thank you letters' to The Rummage Room (continued from previous page) 

 

On behalf of the Children's Day School, thank you for your continuing support of the school and particularly the Monika 
& Charles Heimbold Tuition Fund.  Your support has allowed us to be unique in offering tuition assistance to those 
families who balance work schedules and the demands of childcare.            Children's Day School, Inc., Greenwich, CT 

 

Thank you for your generous support of Kids in Crisis' Safe Haven for Kids program.  The Safe Haven program provides 
children in need with a safe, caring place to reside.  Here, in our temporary Crisis Nursery and Teen House, they receive 
the medical and psychological care they need, the counseling, educational services and therapeutic support they deserve.   
Our job is to be there for them now and to help them regain their future.  You are there for these children too and we  
thank you.                                                                                                                      Kids In Crisis, Cos Cob, CT
  

On behalf of the patients of Planned Parenthood, thank you for the generous donation received from the Women's 
Fellowship in Old Greenwich.  Our organization served nearly 69,000 women, men and teens across Connecticut and 
Rhode Island, providing them with thousands of annual check-ups, clinical breast exams, HIV tests, and prescriptions for 
birth control.  In addition, our Education department reached 10,000 teens, parents and youth-serving professionals with 
programs that range from peer education to workshops for youth with developmental disabilities.  Your support made it 
possible for us to touch almost 80,000 lives last year alone.            Planned Parenthood of Southern New England, Inc. 
 

I want to share my appreciation for the work of Richard J. Foster.  Many may know his books.  I  
particularly like his, Prayers from the Heart.  They are just that and will touch yours.  His Celebration of  
Discipline  and Prayer also nourish heart and mind, and our life of faith and action. These books are not 
new but will give you a blessing. 
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                First Church Preschool 

                Pre-K Program 

                (aka “Connecting Program”) 
 

The Pre-K Program is specifically tailored for children who are eligible to start kindergarten, meaning they 
turn 5 years of age before December 31, 2013, but would benefit from delaying their entry to kindergarten 
for a variety of reasons.  Our Pre-K Program will help these children build the confidence, skills, 
independence, and knowledge necessary to ensure success in kindergarten. 
 

Our Pre-K Program offers: 
 

 A curriculum designed to be challenging, developmentally appropriate, geared toward children’s 
individual needs and interests, and taught in a small class setting that is both stimulating and 
nurturing. 

 Activities that cover the major topic areas of language arts and literacy, 
mathematics, science, physical education, and social studies, with content 
equivalent to kindergarten level. 

 Elements from published curricula, including “Everyday Math,” “Phonics 
& Friends,” and “Handwriting Without Tears,” which are also used in the 
Greenwich Public Schools. 

 Field trips, ample outdoor play and experiences, a music and physical 
education program, and support with socialization and peer relationship 
development. 

 

For more information regarding the Pre-K Program, please contact Darla Kohler, preschool director, at 203-
637-5430 or darlak@fccog.org.  Program information may also be viewed at the preschool’s website: 
www.firstchurchpreschool.org 

2013 FCCOG Men’s Retreat 

Following our last successful gathering in 2011,  
we have agreed it is time to meet again.   

 

Date/Time:  April 12, 2013, 5:00 pm 

Location:  N. Greenwich Congregational Church 

Schedule:  5-7 pm Social Gathering 

7-8 pm Dinner from Villarina ($20 suggested) 

9 pm Program  -  “Survivalon”:  A study in successful 
creation of brand identity and vocation reinvention; 

legendary Men’s Apparel Designer, Bert Pulitzer 

“Conquering the Yips”:  How preparing for better 
golf can guide the re-invention process, Chuck 

McConnell, Principal, Stewart, Cooper & Coon 

 

RSVP to the Church Office at 203-637-1791 or to 
jcollins@fccog.org. 

Window Blinds for the Preschool: 
 

First Church Preschool is 
looking for help from 
someone experienced in 
interior design and/or 
window treatments to 
assist us in getting 
appropriate coverings for 
our windows.  We were advised by Community 
Impact Officers who conducted a security 
assessment of our preschool that having window 
shades or blinds that could easily be lowered and 
raised would serve as effective visual deterrents to 
a potential threat.  If you would be able to help 
us, please contact Preschool Director, Darla 
Kohler, at 203-637-5430 or darlak@fccog.org.  

mailto:darlak@fccog.org
http://www.firstchurchpreschool.org
mailto:jcollins@fccog.org
mailto:darlak@fccog.org
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Women’s Fellowship 

 

Nights Off  
 

The Nights Off Women’s Group will be 
meeting on Monday, April 15 (tax day) for 
our next get-together.  More info will follow 
in the bulletin and via email.  If you have 
questions or would like to be added to the 
email list, please contact Shirley Flierl at 
203-629-4939 or email her at 
FBTworld@aol.com. 
 

 

Mark Your Calendars! 

Save the Date for the Women's 
Fellowship Annual Meeting & Luncheon 

 

Date:  Wednesday, May 15, 2013 

Start Time:  11:30 am 

Quilt Raffle at 12 Noon 
 

The entertainment will feature Mark 
Montgomery and John Collins! 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

Find us on Facebook and LIKE the page! 

(Help us reach 200 “likes”!) 

We're now on Twitter  @FCCOGCT 

Check out our YouTube page, too! 

And visit our Forum and join a conversation. 

TAI CHI FITNESS  
with Luis Duarte  

 
All are welcome!  Improve your balance, health and well being.  Come and experience the many 
wonderful benefits of Tai Chi and Qi Gong exercises.  Classes are held on Wednesdays at 8:00 am 
and Thursdays at 9:00 am.  Only $7 per class if paid by the month, and $8 per class for “drop- 
ins.”  Join us!  You’ll love it! 

New Members Wanted:  Come Learn About First Church! 
 

Our next new member class  will be held on Sunday, April 21, 2013 at 11:15 am in the Senior Pastor’s Of-
fice.  It will last approximately 2 hours and will include lunch.  During the class, prospective new members 
will have the opportunity to hear about the history and faith of our denomination, the United Church of 
Christ, and to  learn more about our church and meet the clergy as well as staff.  Attending does not obligate 
you to join but we hope that this time together will strengthen you on the journey of faith.  New members 
will be received on Sunday, April 28.  Child care will be provided at both times.  Please feel welcome to join 
us.  If you are planning to attend or you have questions, please contact Ginny Breismeister at  
ginnyb@fccog.org or 203-637-1791 ext. 26.   

mailto:FBTworld@aol.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church-of-Greenwich/193405407368230?sk=wall
https://twitter.com/FCCOGCT
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXgou35EY5N803D4e_J4JNA?feature=results_main
http://www.fccog.org/forum/
mailto:ginnyb@fccog.org
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         APRILB IRTHDAYS  
04/01  Hope Leizear 

04/01  Russell Pruner 

04/01  Luke Crihfield 

04/02  Virginia Breismeister 

04/02  Ian Brash 

04/03  Dana Dolloff 

04/03  Paul O'Gorman 

04/03  Cliff Anderson 

04/03  Elizabeth Mendelsohn 

04/03  Virginia Stewart 

04/04  Lori Ann Griffin 

04/04  James Anderson 

04/04  Cole Janelli 

04/05  Elizabeth Seibert 

04/05  Betsy Sandberg 

04/05  Elizabeth Goodchild 

04/05  Rachel Blandori 

04/06  Judith Gordon 

04/06  Carole Lang 

04/06  Carol Pollack 

04/06  Christopher Sotzing 

04/06  Genevieve Kimberlin 

04/06  Kaela Buggy 

04/07  John Collins 

04/07  Peggy Beecher 

04/07  Kristin Taylor 

04/07  Kimberly Pacent 

04/07  John Lloyd Enquist 

04/08  Sara Perelli-Minetti 

04/08  Dee Robarts 

04/08  Gail Bertuzzi 

04/08  Chang Wachsman 

04/08  Kelsey McHugh 

04/09  Skyler Serenbetz 

04/09  Ryerson Burdick 

04/10  Bobbi Hanson 

04/10  Andrea Fossum Atkins 

04/10  Jeffrey Sahrbeck 

04/10  Nikola Newcomer 

04/11  Amy Morgan 

04/11  William Dakin 

04/11  Peter McHugh 

04/11  Thomas Oppedisano 

04/11  Matthew Ryckman 

04/12  Lynn O'Gorman 

04/12 Christina Schoen 

04/12  Meg Thomas 

04/12  Jane Haviland 

04/12  Nora Houseknecht 

04/12  Ava Kilmurray 

04/13  Marga DeNatale 

04/13  Auddy Brooks 

04/13  Kristina Berlin 

04/13  Lauren Mikell 

04/13 Matthew Klingner 

04/14  Richard Nelli 

04/14  Kate Forer 

04/14 Caroline McLennan 

04/14  Brecky Huth 

04/14  Stephanie Woodman 

04/14  Gillian Woodman 

04/14  Anni Unger 

04/15  Erlinda Haviland 

04/15  Jonathan Ryckman 

04/15  Jennifer Pratt 

04/15  Suzanne McCue 

04/15  Kelsey Ingraham 

04/15  Sara DeFazio 

04/16  Marion Nolan 

04/16  Kara Donahue 

04/16  John Gelb 

04/16  Donald Haviland 

04/17  Johann Thalheim 

04/17  Ryan Hoster 

04/17  Ted Davis 

04/17  Jillian Fryback 

04/17  Jamie Crawford 

04/17  Blake Newcomer 

04/18  Scott Tagliarino 

04/18  Margaret Dempsey 

04/18  Laurence White 

04/18  Elizabeth Schrohe 

04/18  David Fraser 

04/19  Robert Ferry 

04/19  Bert Pulitzer 

04/19  Steven Standish 

04/19  Jeffrey Whitehilll 

04/19  David Alfano 

04/19  Anna Paskausky 

04/19  Sarah MacDougall 

04/19  Henry Wheelock 

04/19  Caroline Sproule 

04/20  Kenneth Bonnet 

04/20  Timothy Coleman 

04/20  Caroline Keller 

04/21  Sylvia Roberts 

04/21  Alexander Brash 

04/21  Courtney Jewett 

04/21  Caroline Kolb 

04/21  Margo Teeters 

04/21  Hannah Hoffman 

04/22  Emily Hunt 

04/23  Michael Bacon 

04/23  Jean Bradley 

04/23  Andrew O'Donnell 

04/24  Joan Torelli 

04/24  Ronald Blasberg 

04/24  David Bradley 

04/24  James Standish 

04/24  J. Q. Norrgard 

04/25  Todd Ives 

04/25  Anne Pfetsch 

04/25  Amie Hogan 

04/26  James Sotzing 

04/26  Pamela Speer 

04/26 Michael Simko 

04/26 Laura Erickson 

04/26  Alan Schay 

04/27  William Schmitt 

04/27  Ginny Allen 

04/27  Henry Hartwell 

04/27  Will Grunow 

04/28  Henry Huth 

04/28  Gordon Johnson 

04/28  Charlie Stuckey 

04/29  Lynn Hawxhurst 

04/29  Patrice Anibal 

04/29  John Unger 

04/30  Claire Henry 

04/30  David Ayres 

04/30  Fred Pfetsch 

04/30  Colin Crihfield 

04/30  Cameron DelCristo 

 

L ife E vents                 

                      

 
Baptism: 

 
Conor Allard Doyle,  

son of Susan Bonney Doyle and  
Sean Wagstad Doyle   

March 24, 2013 

 
 

 
 

 

ONCOLOGY AND HOSPICE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
AT GREENWICH HOSPITAL 

   

Greenwich Hospital is seeking new volunteers to spend time with 
oncology and hospice patients.  Volunteers offer an unhurried smile 
and a listening heart to patients and their families while assisting 
with small comfort tasks.  Volunteers may choose to work in any of 
three locations:  the hospital inpatient unit, an outpatient center or 
in the patient’s home.   A required orientation program will be held 
beginning April 23.  Anyone interested in the program should call 
the Volunteer Office at 203-863-3222 or send a note to Betsy  
Corman at betsyc@optonline.net. 

mailto:betsyc@optonline.net
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Women’s Fellowship 43rd Annual Quilt Raffle 
 

The Kettle Quilters have created a beautiful queen size quilt in a “White on White” pattern this year (pictured 
here).  Our beloved Kettle Quilters painstakingly did the quilting.  It will be raffled off at the Spring 
Luncheon on Wednesday, May 15.  Please use the form below to 
order your tickets.  Tickets will also be on sale at The Rummage 
Room, at Coffee Hour and in the Church Office in the weeks 
leading up to the luncheon, but please don’t delay.  Fill out the 
form below and drop it off or mail it to the Church.  Your tickets 
will be filled out by the committee and your stubs held for you at 
the luncheon, unless you prefer they be mailed to you.  You need 
not be present to win.  All proceeds from this raffle will support 
charitable organizations that benefit women, children and 
families.  We are grateful to our dedicated group of Kettle Quilters 
who continue the tradition of providing heirloom quilts year after 
year.  We thank them and our faithful Church Community for 
the continued support of the mission of Women’s Fellowship.  If you have questions, please contact:  Pam 
Grunow at 203-637-2330 or grunow5@optonline.net.  Thank you!  

 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

 

Name:   ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number:  _________________________   E-Mail (optional):  ______________________________ 

 

This year individual tickets are being sold for $5.00 each and there will be a limit of 1000 tickets sold.     

     

# of Tickets:     x $5.00 =   Total Enclosed:  ___________________________ 

 

I would like my stubs (please check one):                            Held for me at the luncheon 

                              _______ Returned to me via mail 

 

Checks may be made out to “Women’s Fellowship.”  

  

2013 Church Telephone Directory 
The Telephone Directory of Members and Friends 2013 will be available in the Church Of-
fice for pick up.  If you prefer to have it mailed, please contact Donna White at 203-637-
1791 ext. 14 or donnaw@fccog.org. 

mailto:grunow5@optonline.net
mailto:donnaw@fccog.org
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The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Ministers:  The Members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Interim Senior Pastor:  Rev. John W. Collins, jcollins@fccog.org  

Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry:  Rev. Mark D. Montgomery, mmontgomery@fccog.org 

Associate Pastor for Communication and Adult Education:  Rev. Daniel B. England, dengland@fccog.org 

Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care:  Rev. Avery C. Manchester, amanchester@fccog.org 

Director of Music:  Dr. Craig Scott Symons, craigs@fccog.org 

Director of Church School:  Rosemary Lamie, rosemaryl@fccog.org 

Director of Membership:  Ginny Breismeister, ginnyb@fccog.org 

Director of Communications:  Barbara Wilkov, barbaraw@fccog.org 

Parish Nurse:  Susan Asselin, RN, susana@fccog.org 

Director of Preschool:  Darla Kohler, darlak@fccog.org 

Pastors Emeriti:  Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Rev. Sally Colegrove 

Director of Music Emeritus: Dr. John Stansell 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Our Stained Glass Window Tour...did you miss it?   
You can always take your own by visiting: 
http://www.fccog.org/about-us/our-
building/our-stained-glass-window-tour/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tour guide, 

Tamara Ng-Yow 

Tour guide, 

Pat Larrabee 
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