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Holy Week Schedule                 

                                           

                                                              

Youth Mission Trip                     

Call to a Special Congregational Meeting  
A Special Congregational Meeting of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich, Old Greenwich, CT, 

 is hereby called for Sunday, March 24, 2013, immediately following the worship service.   
The meeting will be held in the Meetinghouse to adopt the budget for 2013. 

Kathleen McLennan, Church Clerk 
Note:  After the adjournment of the Congregational Meeting a Church Hall Meeting will be held. 

Lenten Offering 

See page 10  

for more info 

See page 19  

for photos 

See inside  

front cover 
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Holy Week Schedule 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 24:  Palm Sunday 
Palm procession for all children in the Meetinghouse;  

child care available   
 

March 28:  Maundy Thursday 
6:00 pm Supper and 7:00 pm Tenebrae Service 

 

March 29:  Good Friday 
12:00 pm Cross Walk to Greenwich Point 

8:00 pm Service featuring First Church Chancel Choir Good Friday Concert 

 

March 31:  Easter Day 
6:30 am Sunrise Service at Greenwich Point 

9:00 and 11:00 am Festival Services in the Meetinghouse  
with choirs, brass and timpani; child care available. 

 

Sunday Afternoons 
Live! 
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By:  Rev. Mark Montgomery 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

A National Atheist Organization sponsors the sign on the bus above.  I have several friends who are athe-
ist, and I love and respect them very much.  Many of them share the sentiment on the sign.  Their argu-
ment is that in God’s name, wars have started, people have been excluded or oppressed, and believers are 
left to an unfulfilled life of drudgery trying to live up to the impossible expectations required by faith.  I 
even find that some of us who believe in God share these feelings.  Faith and the church are albatrosses 
that weigh us down and keep us from living joy-filled lives.  Really???  Then we are definitely doing some-
thing wrong. 

 

Our Presbyterian counterparts include this in their doctrine.  In their catechism, they ask:  What is the 
chief end of humankind?  The answer:  Humankind's chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy God forever. 

 

How different would our lives be if we truly practiced this as our chief end?  Glory and enjoyment.  It is 
easy for us to get caught up in our personal understanding of God:  Whom does God like?  What does 
God look like?  What does God want from me?  Am I making God happy?   Personally and globally, we 
allow these unanswered questions to drive our response to those in need, our response to those who would 
be a part of our communities, our response to our own faith questions.  In spite of ourselves, we let our 
personal issues grow and we begin to ignore or forget that joy is accessible to us. 

 

Let’s keep it simple!  If we give thanks to God for the gifts in our life and if we seek an enjoyable relation-
ship with God that is uplifting, and compassion- and kindness-filled then we will begin to enjoy our own 
lives more.  By practicing this, we will begin to be surer of ourselves.  When we are surer, we are less likely 
to feel threatened to the point of exclusion of those who are different from ourselves.  When we give 
thanks and express joy, our need for justice for all people becomes stronger because, joyfully, we feel jus-
tice for ourselves.  When we thank and enjoy God, helping the poor becomes a natural progression of our 
faith rather than just a task to complete.  In fact, each daily effort becomes an expression of joy.   

 

Impossible, right?  Well, probably.  I mean, it’s impossible to keep this up all the time…or maybe it’s not.  
I don’t know.  I haven’t succeeded personally, but just because I haven’t attained something does it mean 
that it is impossible for someone else to do so?  But, what if we just give it a shot?  What if we each try to 
say thanks to and enjoy God everyday?  I think that our lives would become more exciting and directed.   

 

Instead of the sign on the bus above, I suggest the following; “There definitely is a God, now stop worry-
ing and just enjoy!”  Enjoy this day and enjoy God and we as individuals, families, FCCOG, Greenwich, 
all will feel the joy you share. 

Mark 

Speaking Pastorally 
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From the Parish Nurse… In Like a Lion?  

by Sue Asselin, RN 

 

I’m hoping February qualified for the “In Like a Lion, Out Like a Lamb” month this year, so that we can have 
those raging storm days behind us.  Not that I don’t enjoy a nice snowstorm along with the beauty and the 
neighborly closeness it inspires.  But, when it foils long made plans for an event such as a blood drive, well, 
that’s just not fun anymore!  After planning, advertising and coordinating volunteers, it’s just a disappoint-
ment to have to cancel.  And then there’s all the time spent watching and discussing the weather and making 
contingency plans in the days, and then hours, leading up to an event.  (We are trying to reschedule a blood 
drive this spring.)  So as I write this, I make my personal (maybe a little selfish) prayer that the “Soup’s On!” 
nutrition event on February 28 is successfully executed.  And, God willing, many of you can come to these 
March events without any weather drama. 

 

Wellness Second Hour - Sunday, March 17   
The Wellness Committee is pleased to welcome Lise Jameson, LCSW, Executive Director of AT Home In 

Greenwich, Inc., an organization that assists senior residents of Greenwich 
with both the practical means and the confidence to live their lives to the 
fullest in their own homes as they grow older.  For an annual fee, they 
provide peace of mind by offering many services including referrals 

(from healthcare to home repair), social work assessments, and varied social events.  Ms. Jameson will explain 
this unique local program and answer our questions.  We hope you can join us in the Lounge after Worship 
Service, approximately 11:15 am. 
 

CPR/AED Refresher Classes - Saturday, March 23 
On Saturday, March 23, Greenwich EMS instructors will review the use of our 
model of defibrillator.  This class is for individuals already certified in CPR, such as 
those who took the full certification class in March of 2012.  For those who took the 
American Heart Association CPR course in 2012, your certification is good for 2 
years.  This non-mandatory class just provides an excellent opportunity for review 
and hands-on practice.  For individuals who have received their certification else-
where, this provides an opportunity to familiarize yourself with our equipment.  The 
class is offered at 2 times that Saturday morning:  9:00-10:00 am or 10:30-11:30 am.  
To sign up for a class or to have any questions answered, please stop in to see me in 
Room 203 or call me at extension 21.  

 

Help us out by remembering to have positive thoughts and prayers about the weather.  Since we’ve already 
become far too familiar with Sandy and Nemo this season, let’s hope March comes in and goes out Like a 
Lamb.  

Don’t Forget….   
 

If you can’t be here in person on Sunday mornings for  
worship, you can listen live at 10:00 am on WGCH Radio, 
1490 AM.   Audio of all sermons is also available on our 
website in our Sermon Library.  
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Church Committee and Board of Trustees  

Q & A about FCCOG 
with Senior Deacon Chris Cantwell and Trustees Chair Chris Hartwell 

 

 
Q: How can members of the congregation access the rules, guidelines and policies adopted by the 

governing bodies of the Church?   

 
A: There are two notebooks in the Church Office containing hard copies of these documents.  Any member 

may “sign out” one of the notebooks to view the documents and make copies as desired during regular 
business hours (Monday through Friday, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm), provided that the notebooks do not leave 
the Church building.  Additionally, any member may obtain a pdf version of any document by sending 
an email request to Director of Communications, Barbara Wilkov at barbaraw@fccog.org.  The 
following documents are currently available for viewing: 

 

 Church Bylaws        Job Descriptions 

 Pastor’s Advisory Committee                                          2013 Budget (when finalized) 

 Personnel Policies                                                           FCCOG Investment Policy 

 Hiring Process                                                                Policy on Bequests, Gifts, SPTF’s 

 Pastor & Music Director Compensation Guidelines       Annual Report  

 
Q: How do the Pastor and Music Director Compensation Guidelines address the housing needs of our 

full-time Pastors and Music Director?  

 

A: The Guidelines that were adopted by the Board of Trustees and the Church Committee in the fall of 
2012 were the culmination of more than two years of work by the Ad Hoc Committee on 
Compensation and the Pastor Housing and Compensation Task Force.  The work of those broad-based 
working groups revealed the congregation’s strong preference that our clergy and music director live in 
close proximity to the church.  That preference is based on the belief that our clergy and music director 
can best support, and be supported by, the congregation as members of the same community.  
Accordingly, future compensation arrangements for our full-time Pastors and Music Director will be 
designed to strongly encourage residence within the church community. 

 

 Recognizing the substantial cost of housing in our community, the Church will provide a housing 
allowance to a Senior Pastor who lives within 20 minutes of the church, or a full-time Associate Pastor or 
Music Director who lives within 30 minutes.  Wherever possible, the housing allowance will be provided 
in the form of occupancy of an appropriate church-owned parsonage (81 Riverside, 15 Forest, 11 Forest, 
or 106 Sound Beach).  If occupancy of a church-owned parsonage is not feasible, the Board of Trustees 
and the Church Committee may approve the payment of a cash housing allowance equal to 45% of the 
gross rental value of the relevant church-owned parsonage.  The cash allowance would be paid only as 
long as the pastor or music director lives within the required proximity, and could be adjusted by the 
Board of Trustees and the Church Committee at any time based on the Church’s budget and 
operational cash constraints. 

 

 

                                                                                                                            Continued on page 9... 
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“Musical Notes”  
 

First Music and Arts Series Continues with annual Good Friday Concert 

This year, the First Church Chancel Choir presents their Good Friday Concert on March 29 at 8:00 pm.  Over the 
past few years, a major work has been presented to commemorate the passion and death of Jesus.  Our program this 
year will include many favorite anthems and solos of the Lenten season, interspersed with readings that reflect on the 
events of Holy Week:  works by John Ireland, Johannes Brahms, Edgar Bainton, Maurice Duruflé, and others. 
Tickets are $20 and all proceeds continue the great programs we offer in the First Music and Arts Series. 

 

A new giving opportunity this Easter 

At the February Church Committee meeting, approval was given to have a new option on the Easter Flower 
Memorials sheet.  In many churches there is an added line to help support special music for Easter in addition to the 
regular flower recognition fund, and we will have this option as well!  As you consider donating to visually beautify 
our Meetinghouse, consider musically beautifying it this Easter Sunday as you remember your loved ones or honor 
your family and friends.  Watch for the form in your Sunday bulletins as Easter draws near, or stop in the Church 
Office after March 15 to make your donation for this great day in the life of the church. 

 

Last chance to sing with the Festival Chorus! 

On Sunday, March 3, the First Church Festival Chorus continues its rehearsals in the Auditorium from 7:00-9:00 
pm for the beloved Brahms Requiem, which will be presented on Sunday, April 28, at 4:00 pm.  March 3 will be the 
last rehearsal that any new singers will be accepted.  If you’ve not yet been part of this outstanding chorus, which is 
comprised of singers from our Chancel Choir and many others from the tri-state area, then you will want to join us 
that night!  Remaining rehearsal dates are:  April 7, 14, 21 (dress rehearsal).  There is no fee to sing and there are a 
limited number of loaner scores if you don’t have one.  Contact Craig at craigs@fccog.org to reserve your spot.  If 
you’re already singing, why not invite another choral friend to come with you? 

 

Sunday Afternoons Live complete another great season 

Our second season of concerts in our beautiful auditorium has concluded with great success.  Each Sunday in 
February, the community was treated to 4 different programs of vocal and instrumental music.  We are 
tremendously proud of the concert opportunities offered throughout the year, and these programs add a different 
flair than those presented in the Meetinghouse.  In particular, our “We are Family” program on February 10 
showcased many of our amazing singers from current and past years in the First Church history.  Each of those 
singers volunteered their time and talents, and those attending helped us raise nearly $1500 at that concert.  We are 
deeply grateful to each performer and their generosity in making that program such a memorable event for everyone. 

 

Children’s Choir continues to grow 

Moving rehearsals to Sundays for children in grades 3-6 has proven to be a positive step in the direction of increased 
participation in the Children’s Choir.  Starting with 6 singers, we added 2 new singers in the first rehearsal.  As the 
year continues to unfold, we encourage you to bring your child(ren) to  join us for the remainder of the choir season, 
which runs through early June.  While attendance at each rehearsal is preferable, we understand the busy and varied 
schedules in every family, so come as often as you can.  Rehearsals are held in room 303 (Craig’s office) on Sundays 
from 11:15 am-12:00 noon.  And for those parents who are waiting around with nothing to do, this is a great 
chance to sit in on Bible Study, led by Rev. Dan England.  A small change in format will be that they will take a 
short break at 12 noon so that those parents attending can leave “without the least embarrassment or apology” (and 
that’s straight from Dan’s mouth!). 

 

As you look ahead to the fall (it’s not too early!) make room in your child’s schedule for this important component 
in their musical development.  Singing at church, both in rehearsal and in worship, is a critical link in the bonds 
children and youth make with each other in their young lives, and is intensified because of their church relation-
ships, and it often leads to life-long friendships.  Carve out this special time for them; 45 minutes each week is a 
short amount of time and the results will be amazing.  They will be changed and their lives will be richer because of 
it. 

mailto:craigs@fccog.org
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Church School & Events of Interest to Families in March 
 

Sunday, March 3:   10 am Worship and Regular Church School; Youth Sunday  

 5 pm linc includes Youth Panama Mission Trip presentation 

 

Sunday, March 10: 9 am 3rd Grade Bible Breakfast   

 10 am Worship and Big Event  

 

Sunday, March 17: 10 am Worship and Regular Church School 

 

Saturday, March 23:  8:30–10:30 am OR 10:30 am–12:30 pm FCCOG Volunteer Day at Neighbor to 
Neighbor 

 

Sunday, March 24: 10 am Palm Sunday Worship and NO Church School 

 

Thursday, March 28: 6 pm Maundy Thursday Intergenerational Dinner and Worship  

 

Saturday, March 30: “Easter Saturday” Egg Dyeing and Treasure Hunt 

 

Sunday, March 31: 6:30 am Sunrise Service at Greenwich Point 

 9 am Easter Worship and NO Church School 

11 am Easter Worship and NO Church School 

THE CHURCH SCHOOL SUPPORTS THE LENTEN OFFERING 
 

On Sunday, February 17, Rosemary, a few teachers and several children discussed the meaning of Lent and 
how spending some special time during Lent can bring us closer to God and how to prepare for the good news 
of Easter.  One way of being more mindful of God in our lives is to Share, Give and Serve.  After hearing 
about NicaHOPE and Young Mariners, we brainstormed ideas for participating in the church’s Lenten 
Offering this year. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

THIRD GRADERS AND THEIR FAMILIES ATTEND  
ANNUAL BIBLE BREAKFAST 

 

On Sunday, March 10 at 9 am, the Church School Task Force will cook up and serve  pancakes, sausage, fruit 
and juice for the 3rd graders and their families.  This annual celebration is an opportunity to reflect on their 
study of the bible and to prepare them to receive their own bibles on Recognition Sunday.  The curriculum for 
this year’s 3rd graders has been taught by the team of Christina, Mike and Peter Russell, Kristen Jacks, Pamela 
and Richard Riggs, and Stephanie Woodman. 
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FCCOG Volunteer Dates at Neighbor to Neighbor 
 

Our congregation has one more opportunity to work stocking the food bins, sorting and displaying 

clothes at Neighbor to Neighbor which is located at Christ Church in Greenwich.  Please join us on 

Saturday March 23 from 8:30 – 10:30 am OR 10:30 am - 12:30 pm.  Contact Rosemary Lamie to 

sign up.  This is a great opportunity for a parent/child team or a teen and a friend as well as  

individuals. 

* * *  
 

 
 

HOLD THE DATE:  
 

CROP Walk Sunday, April 21 
 

Easter Memorial/Honor Flowers and Brass 
 

The Chancel Committee invites contributions for flowers in the Meetinghouse this Easter and, for the first 
time this year, the Church Committee also invites contributions for Easter Brass. You may give to one, the 
other or both.  Any amount is welcome.  Please deliver the completed form with your check to the Church 
Office  (payable to The First Congregational Church of Greenwich) on or before Sunday, March 24.   
Thank you. 
 

Please accept my contribution to (check 1 or both):  _____ Easter Flower Fund  _____ Easter Brass 
 

In Memory of: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

In Honor of:  

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

By: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Enclosed is my check in the amount of $_______________ 
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MARCH Responsibilities and Assignments 
 

Memorial Service: 

 
John Fryback - March 3 

Carole Lang - March 10 

Wendy Reynolds - March 17 

Bob Small - March 24 
 

 

March 3 Communion: 
 

       John Denne   -  Capt. 

      Betsy Kreuter   -  Setup 

      Wendy Reynolds  -  Setup  

      Nancy Fountain  -  Setup 

  Bob Small  -  Setup 

 Elaine Teeters  -  Cleanup 

 Ed Oppedisano  -  Cleanup 

 Carole Lang  -  Cleanup 

Q & A About FCCOG...continued from page 5 

 

Q: In the February Q & A, you said that the current income from the Church’s endowment contributed 
$198,000 to the operating budget for 2013.  How can you know the amount just a month after the 
year has begun?  

 

A: The investment income earned in a given year is contributed to the budget for the following year, so that 
available revenues will be more predictable.  Therefore, the amount contributed to the 2013 budget is the 
amount that was actually earned during 2012. 

 

Email your Questions to ctcantwells@sbcglobal.net or clhartwell@mac.com. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Rev. Dan England Announces a New Daytime Bible Study 
 

This class is great for those who would like to understand the Bible but have virtually  
no background in it.  While the class is open to anyone, it might be of special interest to 
mothers, seniors and people who work-at-home who just can’t find the time or energy to 

come on a Sunday.  Join us twice a month on Thursdays, starting March 21,  
from 10:15 to 11:15 am in Room 104.   

Coffee Hour Committee Hosts: 

Women’s Fellowship 
 

Invocation:   

Elaine Teeters 

 

Hospital Notes:   

Bob Small 

mailto:ctcantwells@sbcglobal.net
mailto:clhartwell@mac.com
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2013 Lenten Offering (continued from front cover)… 
 

So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.   
James 2:17 

 

We’ve asked the question, “How can we help?” when speaking of the massacre in Newtown or the devastation 
left behind by Hurricane Sandy.  In the future, the ways we may help will be clearer, but for now our discovery is 
that these places are not quite in need of our funds or volunteering YET.  When we asked about this in New-
town, their response was that we should focus our efforts on other projects so that we can begin to build stronger 
communities.  Perhaps in doing so we could get in front of the type of tragedy that occurred there. 

 

To that end, let us join with all of God’s people proclaiming that we want to make a difference in the world.  We 
want our gifts of time and resources to be used to create hope, safe havens, and new life for the most vulnerable 
among us.  We want to proclaim our faith, and put it into action! 

 

The Outreach Committee is happy to present two agencies that will be recipients of this year’s Lenten Offering.; 
NicaHOPE and Young Mariners.  Also, each Sunday during Lent, we will share additional information about 
each agency.  Be prepared, however, as this year we are asking for a little more. 

 

In addition to our financial gifts we will be asking if you would be willing to give a bit of your time, perhaps our 
most valuable resource.  On Easter Sunday, we will share with you ways to make this happen via the agencies 
supported by our Lenten Offering and the many other organizations we support through the outreach of our 
church.  Our hope is that by the end of 2013, each of us will have found a way to express our faithfulness in ser-
vice to others.  Thank you for your contribution to our offering and for considering how you may connect this 
effort with your own faith. 

  
 

Young Mariners benefit under-served  

middle school children.  Partnering with 

Stamford Public Schools and local commu-

nity centers, Young Mariners offers after-

school programs and Blue Water Bound 

summer camp.  Both use swimming and 

sailing as hands-on ways to provide math, 

science & social studies enrichment and 

key life skills. 

Our dollars will specifically offer scholar-

ships to children who are seeking to be a 

part of this valuable program.   

 

NicaHOPE works with the communities in 

and around the Managua City trash dump, 

offering long-term solutions to entrenched 

poverty through education and practical 

skills training.   

 

NicaHOPE teaches children to make jew-

elry.  For each piece of jewelry made, Nica-

HOPE pays $5 to the child.  This allows the 

parents to send their children to school and 

forever change the lives of their children.  

NicaHOPE also works on construction of 

schools, lunch programs and other family 

support programs through their parent or-

ganization, Fabretto, to ensure that the 

work they are doing truly provides a life-

changing experience for children and fami-

lies, now and into the future. 

http://www.youngmarinersfoundation.org/wp/young-mariners/
http://www.youngmarinersfoundation.org/wp/blue-water-bound/
http://www.youngmarinersfoundation.org/wp/blue-water-bound/
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For the latest Youth and  

Confirmation News go to:   

www.fccogYouth.com 
 

Notice it’s .COM and not .ORG!!!   

Check it out today! 
 

 

 

Historical Committee Archives Appeal 
 

Help!  We found that we have a gap in our records that someone needs.  Please search your or your 

parents’ homes for:  Church Committee minutes for the year 1955, plus September and October, 1961.  

We also need Annual Reports for 1963, 1964 and 1965.  Many thanks! 
-- Pat Larrabee, head of the Historical Committee 
 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Stained Glass Window Tour, March 10 

 
On Sunday, March 10 we will have a tour of the Meetinghouse stained glass windows, conducted by 

Tamara Ng-Yow and Pat Larrabee.  It will be held after church at 11:15 am, so there’s time to attend 

Coffee Hour first!   If you can’t make it, there are 3 booklets in the reading rack at the entrance to the 

Meetinghouse for you to borrow at any time to take a tour on your own.   

 

You can also take a tour on our website:   

 

http://www.fccog.org/about-us/our-building/our-stained-glass-window-tour/ 

 

        

http://www.fccogYouth.com
http://Www.fccogYouth.com
http://www.fccog.org/about-us/our-building/our-stained-glass-window-tour/
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           Avery’s Book Corner for March 
 

 

  Jack Davidson’s Ordination 

 

N E W  B O O K  F R O M  O N E  O F  O U R  O W N  

 

Check this out! Our own Rev. Dan England has a new book just out on 
immigration...a very timely issue…entitled, Immigrants: Unleashing the Economic 
Force at our Door.  Dan wrote the book with TV commentator, Oliver Pursche. 
The book is primarily an economic analysis of the immigration issue but there are 
plenty of social dimensions as well. It seeks to cut through the tug of war between 
those who say "throw them out" or "let them in." Of special interest to FCCOG 
members is the immigration illustration about Lilliam Rodriguez who the church 
helped out in her quest to live and work here.  
 
The book will be available in a Kindle edition soon as well.  Both can be ordered 
through Amazon. Enjoy!   
 

 

Avery’s recommendation this month is The Hidden Wound by Wendell Berry.  While not a new book, 
it’s a great book...an important book even.  This book gives rich insight into ourselves and our culture.   

 

 “One of the most touching and true personal testaments concerned with our coun-
try’s racial dilemma.”  Publishers Weekly 

 “A profound, passionate, crucial piece of writing…”  Larry McMurtry, The Wash-
ington Post 

 “Berry has produced one of the most humane, honest, liberating works of our time.  
It is a beautiful book…”  Hayden Carruth, The Village Voice. 
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* * * 

2nd Grade Communion 

Worship in March: 

10:00 am Service in the Meetinghouse 
 

March 3 -  Rev. Mark Montgomery 

Youth Sunday 

Regular Church School  

 

March 10 -  Rev. John Collins 

Church School Bible Breakfast and Big Event 

 

March 17 -  Rev. Dan England 

 

March 24 -  Rev. John Collins  

Palm Sunday 

 

March 31  - Easter Sunday 

 

 

5:00 linc Service in the Auditorium 
is back! 

 
 

We took a break from linc in February to give 
some dedicated space and time to Sunday  
Afternoons Live.  We hope that you were able to 
take advantage of this wonderful arts series during 
February and that you are as excited as we are 
about the return of linc.   

 

March 3, our Youth will be talking about their 
recent experiences in Nicaragua, March 10 we 
have a guest speaker, March 17 and 24, Mark will 
be on!  As last year, linc on Easter Sunday will be 
at our Sunrise Service.  This year’s service begins 
at 6:30 am at Greenwich Point. 
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The Summer Program at First Church Preschool 2013 

 
 

 

 

The Summer Program at First Church Preschool is designed for children between the ages of 3 and 5 years 
(i.e. must be between turning 3 by 12/31/13 and entering kindergarten in September 2013).  
The program consists of three 2-week sessions: 

 

 Session 1:  June 17 – June 28:  Our World of Sports:  Children participate in a variety of 
fun sports and physical activities that get their bodies moving and their game on! 

 

 Session 2:  July 1 – July 12 (closed 7/4):  The Arts Factory:  Children imagine, design, 
and create within different media, including art, music, and dance. 

 

 Session 3:  July 15 – July 26:  Little Scientists:  Exploration, experimentation, and discovery 
are encouraged through children’s interactions with their natural environment. 

 

All sessions include arts & crafts, water play, playground time, and snacks. 

 

New this summer! 

You will be able to register for just one week of each session. 
 

Seahorses:  3 year-olds only attend Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 9:00 am—12:00 pm.  Children 
must be toilet trained. 

 

*Cost per full 2-week sessions 1 & 3:  $350; Cost per full 2-week session 2:  $300. 

*Cost per one-week only of sessions 1 &3:  $200; Cost per one-week only of session 2:  $150 

 

 4 & 5 Year-Olds:  Attend Monday – Friday 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.  These children bring a lunch from home.  

 

*Cost per full 2-week sessions 1 & 3:  $600; Cost per full 2-week session 2:  $550. 

*Cost per one-week only of sessions 1 &3:  $325; Cost per one-week only of session 2:  $275 

 

Contact Information: 

First Church Preschool 

108 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich, CT 06870 

203-637-5430; E-Mail: darlak@fccog.org   

www.firstchurchpreschool.org 

 

                                                                   Info about First Church Preschool Pre-K program can be found on Page 16... 

mailto:darlak@fccog.org
http://www.firstchurchpreschool.org
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News from The Rummage Room:  
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich   

 

MARCH EVENTS CALENDAR: 

Thursday, February 28:  First day of Bag Sales to make way for Spring.  Each full bag of merchandise $12. 

Friday, March 1:  Second day of Bag Sales, $8 per bag. 

Saturday, March 2:  Third and last day of Bag Sales, $1 per bag.  Everything must go by 1:00 pm.  

Saturday, March 2:  The shop will be cleared, cleaned and restocked after closing at 1:00 pm. 

Monday, March 4:  The Rummage Reopens at 1:00 pm with all "NEW" spring merchandise. 

Sunday, March 10:  Daylight Savings Time begins.  Can Spring be far behind?  

Monday, March 11:   Excellent Spring clothing, including shoes, handbags, jewelry.  St. Patrick's Day decorations and 
clothing; bric-a-brac. 

Wednesday, March 13:  50% off all St. Patrick's Day merchandise through Saturday, March 16. 

Sunday, March 17:  Happy St. Patrick's Day. 

Wednesday, March 20:  First Day of Spring!!  Manager Maria's 50% off Sale on selected Spring items through 
Saturday, March 23.   

Sunday, March 31:  Have a Joyous Easter 

Manager's Wish List:  Jewelry; handbags; shoes; hats; good bric-a-brac; Easter clothing including children's; St. 
Patrick's Day items; strollers; bikes.  

Shopping Hours:  10:00 am to 5:00 pm Monday through Friday, and 10:00 am to 1:00 pm on Saturday. 

Donation Hours:  9:30 am to 4:30 pm Monday through Thursday, and 9:30 am to 12:30 pm on Friday and Saturday. 

Mission Objective:  The Mission set forth by the Women's Fellowship of FCCOG from The Rummage Room's 
annual net proceeds is to help meet women's, children's and family's needs in CT and around the world.   

 

Thank you notes to The Allocations Committee from a few of the Grant Recipients in 2012: 

 

"We wish to thank the Women's Fellowship for the generous contributions you have made in helping us to prepare to move forward with 
our first water development project.  Our organization was founded to aid the women and children in remote villages in the east African 
country of Eritrea.  These women and girls devote most of their lives to the menial task of fetching water each day, walking several 
kilometers to the nearest ground water spring then having to lug their very heavy loads back home.  Many young girls are deprived of the 
opportunity to obtain an education because of this.  The project to effectively install wells has been started at the professionally selected well 
sites for bringing water to the 3 village community.  Your continuing support for our efforts to bring the most basic human need to this 
remote African Community is greatly appreciated."                                                                    Senai Foundation, Inc., Malden, MA 

 

"We are pleased to send you the final reports for three projects funded by the Women's Fellowship of First Church.  Reading groups awarded 
in June of 2010, the kitchen in our new community center in 2009, and the computer classroom in 2008.  We celebrated our 25th 
anniversary and the grand opening of our new community center on August 18, 2012 in Nagarote.  Thank you for your interest and 
help."                                                                                                               Norwalk/Nagarote, Sister City Project, Norwalk, CT 

 

"On behalf of the 250 children and 16 Seniors who received scholarships through our 2011 Campership Program, we would like to thank 
you for your help in making it possible.  Many boys and girls had new adventures and opportunities they would not have had 
otherwise.  The camp experience opens new possibilities to children and offers enrichment, education and recreation to campers of all 
ages.  And many working parents were relieved to have found a safe, structured environment for their children while they hold down their 
jobs."                                                    Department of Social Services, Town of Greenwich, 101 Field Point Road, Greenwich CT 

 

"Thank you for your support in the fight against the devastation of HIV.  With your help, Sekolo is able to provide HIV prevention 
education, physical care, and Psycho-social support for young people.  In Namibia, Sekolo works with community leaders to develop effective 
programs for orphaned children and together we can pinpoint the greatest need and work with local volunteers to meet it, whether it's meals 
for orphaned teenagers at a secondary school or a twice-a-week support group for young girls."                   Sekolo Projects, Inc., Namibia 
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                First Church Preschool 

                Pre-K Program 

                (aka “Connecting Program”) 
 

The Pre-K Program is specifically tailored for children who are eligible to start kindergarten, meaning they 
turn 5 years of age before December 31, 2013, but would benefit from delaying their entry to kindergarten 
for a variety of reasons.  Our Pre-K Program will help these children build the confidence, skills, 
independence, and knowledge necessary to ensure success in kindergarten. 

 

Our Pre-K Program offers: 

 

 A curriculum designed to be challenging, developmentally appropriate, geared toward children’s 
individual needs and interests, and taught in a small class setting that is both stimulating and 
nurturing. 

 Activities that cover the major topic areas of language arts and literacy, 
mathematics, science, physical education, and social studies, with content 
equivalent to kindergarten level. 

 Elements from published curricula, including “Everyday Math,” “Phonics 
& Friends,” and “Handwriting Without Tears,” which are also used in the 
Greenwich Public Schools. 

 Field trips, ample outdoor play and experiences, a music and physical 
education program, and support with socialization and peer relationship 
development. 

 

For more information regarding the Pre-K Program, please contact Darla Kohler, preschool director, at 203-
637-5430 or darlak@fccog.org.  Program information may also be viewed at the preschool’s website: 
www.firstchurchpreschool.org. 

Valentine’s Day Tea at Edgehill 
 

Our Stephen Ministers continued the tradition of hosting a Valentine’s Day Tea for FCCOG members 
residing at Edgehill.  The turnout was excellent, and the conversations were lively.  Stephen Ministers Gail 
Halvorsen, Sandy Plickert, and Linnea Stenberg served tea and sweets.  Thanks to Bobby Littlefield, Edgehill 
liaison, for this event.  Also to Rosemary Lamie who coordinated the beautiful Valentines and table decorations 
made by the Church School children.  We were honored to have our ministers John Collins and Avery 
Manchester also join us. 

mailto:darlak@fccog.org
http://www.firstchurchpreschool.org
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Women’s Fellowship 

 

Nights Off  
  

In March we will be meeting on  
MONDAY, MARCH 18  

so save the date! 

More information will follow.  

As always, all women of the church 
are welcome to join in.  Call a friend and 

invite them to come along!  

Any questions or to be added to the  
mailing list, please contact Shirley Flierl at  
203-629-4939 or FBTWorld@aol.com.  

 

 

 

Hats Off Book Discussion Group 
 

Hats Off continues "traveling" 
with their newest selection - 
Innocents Abroad by Mark 
Twain.  Here is a review - "The 
Innocents Abroad" is a travel 
book by American author Mark 
Twain published in 1869 which 
humorously chronicles what Twain called his 
"Great Pleasure Excursion" on board the chartered 
vessel "Quaker City" through Europe and the Holy 
Land. It was the best selling of Twain's works 
during his lifetime and one of the best selling travel 
books of all time."   Join our book study group on 
Thursday mornings in the Lounge from 10:00 -
11:30 am. This is a co-ed group so all are 
welcome!  Any questions please call Debbie 
Berner at 203-629-1110. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

Find us on Facebook and LIKE the page! 

We're now on Twitter  @FCCOGCT 

Check out our new YouTube page, too! 

And visit our Forum and start a conversation. 
  

TAI CHI FITNESS  
with Luis Duarte  

 
All are welcome!  Improve your balance, health and well being.  Come and experience the many 
wonderful benefits of Tai Chi and Qi Gong exercises.  Classes are held on Wednesdays at 8:00 am 
and Thursdays at 9:00 am.  Only $7 per class if paid by the month, and $8 per class for “drop- 
ins.”  Join us!  You’ll love it! 

mailto:FBTWorld@aol.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church-of-Greenwich/193405407368230?sk=wall
https://twitter.com/FCCOGCT
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXgou35EY5N803D4e_J4JNA?feature=results_main
http://www.fccog.org/forum/
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         MARCHB IRTHDAYS  
03/01  Deborah LaCivita 

03/01  Tom Beam 

03/01  Robert Finch 

03/02  Roland Klingner 

03/02  Sandra Millspaugh 

03/02  David Ranta 

03/02  Kevin Goggins 

03/03  Chris O'Donnell 

03/03  Don Carlson 

03/03  H Alden Richmond 

03/03  Ella Quinn 

03/03  Ellen Sykes 

03/04  Avery Manchester 

03/04  Lea Menegon 

03/04  David Robbins 

03/04  Lisa DeNatale 

03/04  Wayne Hileman 

03/04  Karim Sadik-Khan 

03/04  Morgan Wolfe 

03/04  Charlie Baird 

03/05  Bobbie Hopkins 

03/05  Louise Schmitt 

03/05  April Condon 

03/05  Torey Farriss 

03/05  Ohireime Ariyibi 

03/06  Daniel England 

03/06  Sue McCalley 

03/06  John Michael Fryback 

03/06  Joey Rogers 

03/06  Elisabeth Ware 

03/07  Robert Schroeder 

03/07  Brian Carlson 

03/07  Donald Breismeister 

03/07  Isabelle Schless 

03/07  Tucker Stafford 

03/07  Luke Cofer 

03/07  Maddy Beck 

03/08  Esther Coleman 

03/08  Dorothy Pidgursky 

03/08  Frank Zavattaro 

03/08  Sally Morgan 

03/08  Vicki Altmeyer 

03/08  Hillary Coleman 

03/08  William Christensen 

03/08  Kyle Christensen 

03/09  Wayne Leizear 

03/09  James MacDougall 

03/09  Dennis Alex 

03/09  Cheryl Anderson 

03/09  Emily Glendon 

03/10  Ruth Reed 

03/10  Lucy Hedrick 

03/10  Sherry Myer 

03/10  Edmund Luce 

03/10  Lori Romano 

03/10  Kristen Jacks 

03/11  Christie Coon 

03/11  Peg Wentworth 

03/11  Andrew Tedford 

03/11  Eric Scott Andersen 

03/11  Altan Sadik-Khan 

03/11  William Johnson 

03/11  Alexander Bernsten 

03/12 Douglas Bloom 

03/12  Cindy Trask 

03/12  Diane Kretschmann 

03/12  Jane Brash 

03/12  Elaine Teeters 

03/12  Kelley Bailey 

03/12 Michelle Maxwell 

03/12  Francesca Lotufo 

03/13  Rosamond Brady 

03/13  Lucinda Allen 

03/13  Everett Burns 

03/14  Warner Finney 

03/14  Nancy Allen 

03/14  Janet Savin 

03/14  Sandra Boles 

03/14  Burt Harrington 

03/14  Asa Hazen 

03/14  Lindsay Erickson 

03/14  Jackson Jacoby 

03/15  John Standish 

03/15  Ronald Nelson 

03/15  Thomas Johnson 

03/15  Isabelle Mackell 

03/15  Peter Mackell 

03/15  Jacob Millspaugh 

03/16  Robert Medvey 

03/16  Dale Myer 

03/16  Steve Crihfield 

03/16  Kathryn Atkin 

03/16  Nicholas Bernsten 

03/16  George Wheelock 

03/16  Alexander DeFusco 

03/17  Sandra Haviland 

03/17  Jimmy Heidt 

03/17  Lia Zavattaro 

03/17  Anna Robarts 

03/17  Richard Sykes 

03/18  Sandra Sandlock 

03/19  Carol Lee Rawn 

03/19  Dawn McCready 

03/19  Cara Olmsted 

03/19  Carrie Braddock 

03/19  Catherine Mahoney 

03/19  Alexander Ghaffari 

03/19  Kate Wentworth 

03/20  Kara Liebowitz 

03/21  Janet Brooks 

03/21  Virginia Liddel 

03/21  Eric Baker 

03/21  Jenny Riddell 

03/21  Nick Stewart 

03/21  Elizabeth Morris 

03/22  Penny Low 

03/22  Kenneth Olsson 

03/22  Kyle Young 

03/22  Peter De Riemer 

03/22  Thomas Sahrbeck 

03/23  Tad Larrabee 

03/23  Robert Anderson 

03/24  Kim Scopelliti 

03/24  John Cofer 

03/24  Gage Benoit 

03/25  Darlene Moore 

03/25  Denise Leidy 

03/25  Sybren Hoekstra 

03/26  Christopher Cleworth 

03/26  Curtis Carlson 

03/26  Anita Windels 

03/27  Mary Durland 

03/27  Jay Shaw 

03/27  Leslie Burton 

03/27  Tucker Serenbetz 

03/27  Hendrick Schless 

03/27  Emily Brash 

03/27  Kendall Thompson 

03/27  Will Perry 

03/27  Alexa Zavattaro 

03/28  Joan Denne 

03/28  Katharine Fountain 

03/28  Charlie Taggart 

03/28  Emma Olmsted 

03/29  Chee Chee Purdie 

03/29  Nicole Pacent 

03/29  John Michael Rodriguez 

03/30  Elizabeth Mose 

03/30  John Trepanier 

03/30  Matthew Jacobs 

03/30  George Thalheim 

03/30  Lisa Maxwell 

03/31  Richard Jenkins 

03/31  Jean Bruder 

03/31  Daniel Lepoutre 

L ife E vents:                 

                              
Deaths 

Charlotte Schmidt-Fellner 
Catherine G. Weigner 

 
 

At 2 
am on 
March 

10, 
2013  
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Youth Trip to Nicaragua  
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The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Ministers:  The Members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Interim Senior Pastor:  Rev. John W. Collins, jcollins@fccog.org  

Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry:  Rev. Mark D. Montgomery, mmontgomery@fccog.org 

Associate Pastor for Communication and Adult Education:  Rev. Daniel B. England, dengland@fccog.org 

Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care:  Rev. Avery C. Manchester, amanchester@fccog.org 

Director of Music:  Dr. Craig Scott Symons, craigs@fccog.org 

Director of Church School:  Rosemary Lamie, rosemaryl@fccog.org 

Director of Membership:  Ginny Breismeister, ginnyb@fccog.org 

Director of Communications:  Barbara Wilkov, barbaraw@fccog.org 

Parish Nurse:  Susan Asselin, RN, susana@fccog.org 

Director of Preschool:  Darla Kohler, darlak@fccog.org 

Pastors Emeriti:  Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Rev. Sally Colegrove 

Director of Music Emeritus: Dr. John Stansell 

  

 

 

 

 

  Has anyone seen John? (Blizzard 2013) 

John’s Front Door! 

The smooth part at the bottom of 

the photo is the unplowed street! 

Thank goodness it’s starting to melt! 

First day of spring … March 20! 

http://www.fccog.org/
mailto:jcollins@fccog.org
mailto:darlak@fccog.org

