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It’s Time for the Return of 

Wonderful Wednesday! 

A Special Offering Appeal TO CLOSE 
OUR BUDGET DEFICIT 

 

At This Crucial Turning Point In The Life Of Our Church,  

We Need Your Support More Than Ever!   

In the next week you will receive a special mailing with an appeal to help us close       

 the budget shortfall for 2013.  We need Your Help!  We need you to say Yes! 

Please give generously.   

2013 Lenten Offering  

                  See details on Page  10                            See inside front cover for info  
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Wonderful Wednesday continued from front cover…   
 

                     Wonderful Wednesday 

                   Ash Wednesday 

                   February 13, 6:00 - 8:00 pm 
 

                         Let’s begin Lent together! 
 

Ash Wednesday is February 13 and, like last year, we are having another Wonderful Wednesday, with a brief 
concluding worship to commemorate Ash Wednesday.  

 

Dinner will be served at 6:00 pm, and we will break into groups to focus on the traditions and rituals of the 
Lenten season.  There will be something for everyone.  Take a look at the short descriptions of the classes  
being offered below: 

 

 Does Lent Make Sense in 2013?  A discussion of Lenten relevance.               ~ Rev. Collins  

 

 Follow Me?  To where, for what, and how? We will explore unwrapping these possibilities - here and 
now - through FCCOG.  One of these will be the ministry of Bread for the World.  Follow me… 

                              ~ Rev. Avery Manchester 

 

 So, What’s the Big Deal About Lent Anyway?  We will look at Lent from a child’s perspective and what 
they might be able to teach their parents about it.                                         ~ Rosemary Lamie 

 

 Include/Outclude:   What does inclusion mean in 2013?  Craig Symons will facilitate a discussion on 
what inclusion means for the Christian in modern-day society. We will examine how our words and  
actions impact those around us and whether they feel welcome or uncomfortable. 

                                                                                                                            ~ Craig Symons 

 

You’ll want to attend this special evening to begin the Lenten season with your church family. We hope to 
see you on February 13! 
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By:  Rev. Avery Manchester 
 
 

 

It is a pleasure for me to write for this month in that it is my first occasion to do so.  And 
on March 1, I will be completing four years of service at First Church.  These have been 
four very happy years for me.  We have had, and do have, some real challenges but we 
have wonderful spirit and I feel spirit leading in the opportunities that are here for us.  

 

February has many specials.  New officers will be taking up responsibility.  We will cele-
brate Ash Wednesday on the 13th with another of our “Wonderful Wednesday” celebrations. 
This is a real opportunity for our sharing and beginning the pilgrimage possibilities of Lent, 

one of the most sacred times of the Christian community. 

 

We also remember with pleasure and prayers the youth mission team going to Nicaragua 
on February 13-20.  Mark has said there has been a terrific response and excitement and 
the chance to begin a new relationship for the future.  This is the best practical and  
creative Christian education and orientation to our world. 

 

February is also African History month.  And Craig will be drawing on some of the rich 
heritage of African American Music which I feel is one of the great contributions of Ameri-
can culture and life to the world.  And you know that our choir will do justice to this heri-
tage and we will all be inspired by this. 

 

The opportunity for us to share the Lenten offering will help us demonstrate our commit-
ment and be a way of showing our love and concern for people and projects both here and 
in other areas.  When we are considering the faithfulness of Jesus to His mission, how we 
worship and study and give during this time will deepen our commitment and understand-
ing of the Gospel and its applicability to our lives and to the challenges of our time.  What a 
blessing.  Jesus did this walk of faith not overcome by fear but a sense of God’s love, even 
in the darkest times and places as a testimony that “love is stronger than death.”. 

 

The church committee’s work shaping the search committee for a new pastor and its role 
deserves our prayers and support.  

 

May we walk in faith, share in love, and live confident of the hope for what God can do in 
and through us.  

 

                                                                                                            

Avery 
 
P.S. Don’t forget Valentine’s Day which started with letters of love to a besieged bishop in 
the early church.  Let’s remember all whom we can support with love and care. 

 
 

Speaking Pastorally 
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From the Parish Nurse… Heart to Heart  

by Sue Asselin, RN 

February is Heart Month and there are many  

opportunities to improve our heart health awareness.  

  
 

Greenwich Hospital is having a Heart Health Fair on 

February 14 where cardiologists, pharmacists, dieti-

tians, holistic practitioners and other healthcare ex-

perts will all be on hand to answer your 

questions. You can also get your blood 

pressure checked.  No registration is nec-

essary to attend the overall Heart Health 

Fair, however, for a free cholesterol screening, call 

ahead to register.  The screenings are available only to 

the first 70 registrants, and you must be  

fasting from midnight the night before. Cholesterol 

screening appointments are available from 7:30 to 

10:30 am and can be made by calling 203-863-4277. 

 

Here at FCCOG the Wellness Committee is hosting 

our own tasty event:  Soup’s On!  being held on 

Thursday, February 28, 12:00 to 1:00 pm.  

(inclement weather date is Friday, March 1) 

This is a delicious way to improve your heart-health 

IQ and tantalize your taste buds as well.  Gavin 

Pritchard, Culinary Dietician from Greenwich  

Hospital’s Center for Healthy Living, will discuss and 

demonstrate techniques for creating simple, delicious, 

and nutritious soups.  Participants will partake in a 

lunch of homemade soups and bread, and are sure to 

leave with recipes to try at home. Because of the lunch 

provided, RSVP’s are necessary for this popular com-

munity event. Please call 203-863-4277 to register. 

 
The American Heart Association is a wonderful re-

source for inspiration and tools to improve one’s heart 

health. The main website is www.heart.org and a great 

selection of recipes can be found at 

www.deliciousdecisions.org. Come see me in Room 

203 if you would like a complimentary copy of an 

American Heart Association cookbook.  

Red Cross Blood Drive - Sat, Feb. 9, 8 am -1 pm  
Help save a life by participating in the next Red Cross 

Blood drive here at church. Co-

sponsored by the Wellness Commit-

tee and Women’s Fellowship, 

FCCOG-hosted blood drives are a 

favorite among blood drive connoisseurs. We are 

known for our attention to details like live piano  

music and homemade deviled eggs. Please consider 

helping by donating blood or refreshments.  
 

One donated unit of blood can save up to three lives 

in our local hospitals. If you are 17 or older (no upper 

age limit) and in good health, you are probably eligi-

ble. To assure adequate staffing from the blood center 

in Farmington and to help with a smoother flow of 

donors, please call 1-800-GIVE LIFE to make an ap-

pointment to donate. 
  

If you can help by bringing prepared food, deviled 

eggs and finger sandwiches are particularly appreci-

ated. To donate refreshments, please call Betsy 

Kreuter at 203-698-3016 or look for the sign-up 

poster at Coffee Hour on February 3. Thank you in 

advance for being a blessing to our community and 

beyond. 

Warning Signs of a Heart Attack 

 

If you have any of these signs, Call 9-1-1 and get to a hospital 
right away. 
Chest discomfort.  Most heart attacks involve discomfort in the 
center of the chest that lasts more than a few minutes, or that 
goes away and comes back. It can feel like uncomfortable pres-
sure, squeezing, fullness or pain. 
Discomfort in other areas of the upper body.  Symptoms can 
include pain or discomfort in one or both arms, the back, neck, 
jaw or stomach. 
Shortness of breath with or without chest discomfort. 
Other signs may include breaking out in a cold sweat, nausea or 
lightheadedness. 
*Women - As with men, women's most common heart attack 
symptom is chest pain or discomfort. But women are somewhat 

more likely than men to experience some of the other common 
symptoms, particularly shortness of breath, nausea/vomiting, 
and back or jaw pain.  
The Go Red for Women campaign offers this short video to 
heighten awareness:  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t7wmPWTnDbE  

http://www.heart.org
http://www.deliciousdecisions.org
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t7wmPWTnDbE
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Church Committee and Board of Trustees  

Q & A about FCCOG 
with Senior Deacon Chris Cantwell and Trustees Chair Chris Hartwell 

 

 

 

Q: How much income and capital appreciation does the Church’s endowment produce?  How much of  
it is contributed to the operating budget each year?  Can we contribute more of it to the operating 
budget? 

 
 

A: The investment accounts that comprise the Church’s endowment produce both current income (interest 
and dividends) and capital appreciation (increase in the value of the assets held in the accounts, after 
distribution of the interest and dividends).  The current income is relatively constant in proportion to 
the value of the accounts, while the capital appreciation (or, sometimes, loss) varies widely depending on 
the performance of the financial markets.  Over the past 8 years, the current income of the investment 
accounts has averaged about 3.4% of their value, and the capital appreciation has averaged about 4.4%.  
The current and traditional policy of the Board of Trustees has been to contribute the current income to 
the operating budget, and retain capital appreciation in the endowment.  This policy resulted in 
contributions to the operating budget of $214,000 in 2011, $229,000 in 2012, and $198,000 in 2013.  
The Board recently authorized the Asset Management Committee to consider adjustments to its asset 
mix, within established parameters, to increase current income and thereby marginally increase the 
amounts that would be available for the 2014 operating budget.  However, the Board feels that capital 
appreciation should continue to be retained in the endowment so that it can grow toward its goal of 
providing sufficient income to maintain the Church properties and meet other fixed expenses 

 

 

Q: How has the Church’s operating budget been impacted by Reverend Young’s resignation last year? 

 

 

A: As of December 31, 2012, when our obligations to Reverend Young ended, it became possible to 
calculate the net impact on our operating budget.  While the terms of the Separation Agreement are 
confidential, the Church is permitted to disclose the effects of the financial terms on the budget. We 
have now calculated that the net impact on the 2012 budget was $80,727, consisting of (1) negative 
variances of $134,061, representing compensation for the Interim Senior Pastor, additional 
compensation for our part-time pastors, attorney fees, and moving and storage costs, and (2) positive 
variances of $53,334, consisting of savings related to Reverend Young’s planned sabbatical, leadership 
expenses, and rental income from 81 Riverside.  The net impact on the 2013 budget will be $3,812, 
representing lost interest from Reverend Young’s mortgage on 81 Riverside.  (Interest income earned 
during 2012 would have been contributed to the operating budget for 2013.) 

 

                                                               

                                                                

Email your Questions to ctcantwells@sbcglobal.net or clhartwell@mac.com. 
 

 

 

mailto:ctcantwells@sbcglobal.net
mailto:clhartwell@mac.com
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“Musical Notes”  
 
 

 

First Music and Arts Series Returns: 
 

Our winter season of the First Music and Arts Series continues with the ever popular Sunday Afternoons 
Live at 4:00 pm each Sunday afternoon in February.  Held in the acoustical splendor of the First 
Congregational Auditorium, admission is $20 per person and coffee, tea, and sweet treats will be served. 

 

The focus this year is The Greenwich Connection.  All the performers have a connection to our church, 
either current or past.  Edita serves as our concert mistress for Messiah orchestra; our February 10 concert 
features our amazingly talented singers and accompanists who have been part of the fabric of our church; 
the Sahlins are part of our Messiah orchestra, and Alicia Briceland is the sister of Vance Briceland, who 
accompanies our Children's choir and is active in many other areas of the church. 

 

February 3:  Chamber Music for Violin and Piano 

Violinist Edita Orlinyte and pianist Rimantas Vingras, two Lithuanian born musicians and graduates of 
the National M. K. Ciurlionis Art School, will be performing chamber music by Handel and Schubert, as 
well as one of the greatest violin concertos of the Romantic era, composed by Polish virtuoso, Henryk 
Wieniawsky 

  

February 10:  We are Family! 

All of your favorite First Congregational Church singers wrapped up in one concert will make this special 
afternoon of vocal music an event of the century!  Performers include Linnea Conley, Hanna Golodinski, 
Donald Haviland, Jon Hunt, Mark Montgomery, Carolyn Paulus, Lynette & Christopher Pfund, Craig 
Symons, and Carol & Tom Woodman.  The afternoon will be narrated by Greenwich “Town 
Ambassador,” Bea Crumbine. 

  

February 17:  The Cypress Piano Quartet 

This chamber ensemble consists of musicians from Fairfield County:  Nina Crothers, violin; Suzanne 
Corey-Sahlin, viola; Gunnar Sahlin, cello; and Patricia Grimm, piano.   In addition to concerts in the 
area, the group has performed at the prestigious concert series at Trinity Church, Wall Street in New York 
City.  The program consists of some of the staples of the piano quartet literature by Beethoven and 
Brahms. 

  

February 24:  Alicia Briceland, Soprano 

An accomplished dramatic soprano in the Tri-state area, Alicia has performed in opera and concert in the 
United States and Germany.  Her recital will include two song cycles:  The Four Last Songs by Richard 
Strauss and Cantata by John Carter.  They deal with the process of dying and were the last songs written 
by Strauss before his own death in 1949. Cantata is a setting of four spirituals in a 20th century 
style.  Written in 1967, they are a testament to the genius of the innovative composer and performer, 
John Carter.  Richard Gillyard, spinto tenor, will join Ms. Briceland in a scene from Verdi’s opera Un 
ballo in maschera, the aria, "Ma dall'arido stello divulsa," and the subsequent duet, "Teco io sto."  The 
wonderful pianist, coach, and conductor, Craig Ketter, will accompany the recital. 

                                                                                                                                          Continued on next page…. 
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Musical Notes:          ...continued from previous page 

 

“… and a happy new year!” 
  

With a new calendar year comes dreams of hopes and positive changes.  This year brings great possibility of 
growth in the Children’s Choir.  Early in January, a link was sent to the congregation about our Children’s 
Choir seeking some input, particularly from non-participating families.  Despite only 10 respondents, from 
those 10 we found there were about 7 boys who were potentially interested in singing, but didn’t want to be 
the “only boy” in the choir.  Obviously none of them had any idea the others had said the same statement, so 
we are poised to welcome a number of male voices to our current 6 female singers! 
 

One comment that was consistent throughout conversations I’ve had since I arrived a couple years ago is that 
Sunday was a better time than Wednesday for rehearsal days.  And that makes 
perfect sense.  Our Cherub Choir rehearses on Sundays, then children would move 
to Wednesdays, then back to Sundays for Youth Choir.  So this will ensure a smooth 
transition from choir to choir, all the way from kindergarten to 12th grade.  Our 
rehearsal shift from Wednesday to Sunday will occur starting on Sunday February 3 
from 11:15am to 12:00 noon.  We will meet in my office, Room 303, which is next 
to Rev. Mark’s office.  I will still be directing the Children’s Choir, but will have to 
give up my duties as Youth Choir accompanist.  Vance Briceland will take on that responsibility each week.  
Like the other choirs, when we sing on a Sunday, we will not have a rehearsal that day. 
 

The first worship service we will sing this year will be February 10.  The song that is scheduled is not a difficult 
one, so that should encourage any new singers to join us on February 3.  To help families considering joining 
us, our future dates will be:   February 10, March 10, March 24, April 21, May 12, June 2. 

 

As with our Wednesday rehearsals, I realize that some families will not make every rehearsal.  But as with 
anything we choose to be part of, consistent, regular attendance yields the best results.  There are advanced 
concepts and musical education components that comprise my rehearsals other than just simply learning the 
music we will sing on any given Sunday.  Good vocal health and singing habits, learning how to read music, 
along with creating great sounds in the choir are all part of all of our children/youth choir rehearsals. 
 

If you have children in grades 3-6 who are interested in attending, please let me know.  My email is 
craigs@fccog.org and my phone is 203-637-1791 ext 22.  Growth is good and change is good, and we all know 
it will take time for this to work into family schedules, but in the long run, I’m convinced this will be a very 
good change to expand our choir.  

First Church Salutes Black History Month in Worship 
 

During the month of February, most of the musical selections sung by the Chancel Choir, Youth Choir, 
Cherub Choir, and even some solos, will be from the vast wealth of spiritual and gospel songs from our African 
American tradition.  Be sure to read the bulletin music notes each Sunday that will tell the story of these 
selections and give some background information on the composers/arrangers and texts of the familiar tunes, 
such as There is a Balm in Gilead, Somebody's Knockin' at Your Door, Ev'ry Time I Feel the Spirit, He Never 
Failed Me Yet, and many others.  What better way to kick those winter blues and lift your spirits than by 
attending church each Sunday, ESPECIALLY during the month of February?  Here's a teaser:  You need to 
make sure to be at the 10:00 am service on February 23 for an extra-special guest solo appearance! "Mark" 
your calendars now! (hint hint…)  See you in church! 

mailto:craigs@fccog.org
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5th Graders Cook Chili for the Soup Kitchen 
 

An important part of the 5th Grade Outreach initiative is the annual chili cooking ses-

sion in February.  In addition to shopping and cooking, the class will learn about the 

Soup Kitchen at the New Covenant House of Hospitality in Stamford where our con-

gregation provides lunch on the first Monday of every month year-round. 

 

Church School and Other  

Family Oriented Events 

in February 
 

Sunday, February 3:   Regular Church School; 2nd Grade in worship and will participate in  
Communion; 5th Grade cooking chili for Women’s Fellowship Soup Sale. 

 

Sunday, February 10:  Regular Church School; Commissioning of Youth Mission Trip Delegates  

 during Worship; Church School will make Valentines for our friends at 

 Edgehill.  
 

Wednesday, Feb 13: Ash Wednesday/Wonderful Wednesday intergenerational dinner, programs 

 and worship. 
 

Sunday, February 17: Big Event - Church School prepares to participate in Lenten Offering.   

 

Thurs, February 21: Hold the Date!  Preschool and Church School co-sponsor a panel discussion 

 for parents.  Topic to be announced. 

 

Sunday, February 24: Regular Church School 
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FEBRUARY Responsibilities and Assignments 
 

Memorial Service: 

 
Peter Flierl - Feb. 3 

Nancy Fountain  - Feb. 10 

Carole Lang - Feb. 17 

Barbara Kneen - Feb. 24 
 

 

February 3 Communion: 

 
 

       April Condon  

      Bob Small  

      Wendy Reynolds  

      Elaine Teeters  
 

 

Will your children be joining their friends at Silver Lake this summer? 

 
Last summer, a record number of children from FCCOG discovered or 
rediscovered the joy, fun and new friendships at Silver Lake in Sharon, 

CT.  Silver Lake, AKA “God’s Back-
yard,” is our church’s summer camp. 
If you have a child or teen between 
the ages of 8 (going into 4th Grade) and 18, don’t miss the chance for them 
to experience this amazing place and its amazing grace.  Registration has 
already begun and since many conferences fill up quickly, please visit the 
website soon to explore and sign up!   Go to www.silverlakect.org and click 
on the registration button to register for an awesome summer conference, 
today!!  It’s immediate, safe, easy and available 24/7!!  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Study 
 

Bible Study will be meeting each Sunday in February, except February 3 (and maybe spill over into March, 
depending, but Easter is early this year).  Still, James will have many thought-provoking and spirit-provoking 
admonishments to wrestle with and almost everyone can join in the discussion because James is not terribly 
esoteric but plain and accessible.  So join the hurry-to-get-a-seat crowd in the lounge for more fun, but no 
games. (Try to fill up the room from the front so that late comers can find a place near the back without dis-
ruption).  Led by Dan England. 

 

"My name is James, James, er, the Brother of Jesus." 

 

Coffee Hour Committee 
Hosts: 

 

1st 2 weeks  - Stewardship 

Last 2 weeks  -  Education  
Task Force (Rosemary Lamie) 

 

 

 

John Denne  

Chris Cantwell  

Peter Flierl  

Barbara Kneen 
 

http://www.silverlakect.org
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2013 Lenten Offering (continued from front cover)… 
 

So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.   
James 2:17 

 

We’ve asked the question, “How can we help?” when speaking of the massacre in Newtown or the devastation 
left behind by Hurricane Sandy.  In the future, the ways we may help will be clearer, but for now our discovery is 
that these places are not quite in need of our funds or volunteering YET.  When we asked about this in New-
town, their response was that we should focus our efforts on other projects so that we can begin to build stronger 
communities.  Perhaps in doing so we could get in front of the type of tragedy that occurred there. 

 

To that end, let us join with all of God’s people proclaiming that we want to make a difference in the world.  We 
want our gifts of time and resources to be used to create hope, safe havens, and new life for the most vulnerable 
among us.  We want to proclaim our faith, and put it into action! 

 

The Outreach Committee is happy to present two agencies that will be recipients of this year’s Lenten Offering.; 
NicaHope and Young Mariners.  Also, each Sunday during Lent, we will share additional information about each 
agency.  Be prepared, however, as this year we are asking for a little more. 

 

In addition to our financial gifts we will be asking if you would be willing to give a bit of your time, perhaps our 
most valuable resource.  On Easter Sunday, we will share with you ways to make this happen via the agencies 
supported by our Lenten Offering and the many other organizations we support through the outreach of our 
church.  Our hope is that by the end of 2013, each of us will have found a way to express our faithfulness in ser-
vice to others.  Thank you for your contribution to our offering and for considering how you may connect this 
effort with your own faith. 

  
 

Young Mariners benefit under-served  

middle school children.  Partnering with 

Stamford Public Schools and local commu-

nity centers, Young Mariners offers after-

school programs and Blue Water Bound 

summer camp.  Both use swimming and 

sailing as hands-on ways to provide math, 

science & social studies enrichment and 

key life skills. 

Our dollars will specifically offer scholar-

ships to children who are seeking to be a 

part of this valuable program.   

 

NicaHOPE works with the communities in 

and around the Managua City trash dump, 

offering long-term solutions to entrenched 

poverty through education and practical 

skills training.   

 

NicaHOPE teaches children to make jew-

elry.  For each piece of jewelry made, Nica-

HOPE pays $5 to the child.  This allows the 

parents to send their children to school and 

forever change the lives of their children.  

NicaHOPE also works on construction of 

schools, lunch programs and other family 

support programs through their parent or-

ganization, Fabretto, to ensure that the 

work they are doing truly provides a life-

changing experience for children and fami-

lies, now and into the future. 

http://www.youngmarinersfoundation.org/wp/young-mariners/
http://www.youngmarinersfoundation.org/wp/blue-water-bound/
http://www.youngmarinersfoundation.org/wp/blue-water-bound/
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Your 2013 Youth Mission Delegates 
 

As we dive into February, we come to the time of year when we send our 
bright, caring, compassionate and fun youth to represent us for this year's 
service trip.  This year, we will be traveling to Managua, Nicaragua.  While 

there, we will work with an agency 
called NicaHOPE.  You can read 
more about this agency in the 
materials provided for the Lenten 
Offering (see previous page). We 
are excited that we will be able to 
couple our financial gifts with a 
group of youth and adults who 
will be able to provide hands-on, 
side-by-side work with those who 
are a part of the NicaHOPE 

program.  The youth will be commissioned at our 10:00 am worship service on February 10.  Please join us 
in church that day and provide your support and well-wishes for this team.  Also, while we are away, will you 
pray for us?   

 

White Flour 
 

Some of you asked about the Children’s Message I provided on Sunday,  
January 20.  The story, White Flour, is actually a true story and is now told 
most effectively through a children’s book by the same name.   Check it out by 
visiting either of the web pages listed below or by Googling “White Flour – 
David Lamotte.”  David is a wonderful singer, storyteller and peacemaker.  His 
gentle way encourages the best in people and this story is a wonderful manifes-
tation of his own spirit. 
 

www.whiteflourbook.com 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=05etFVZasyg 

www.davidlamotte.com 

                                                                                                                        Enjoy!  Mark 

For the latest Youth and Confirmation 

News go to:   

www.fccogYouth.com 
 

Notice it’s .COM and not .ORG!!!   

Check it out today! 
 

http://www.whiteflourbook.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=05etFVZasyg
http://www.davidlamotte.com
http://www.fccogYouth.com
http://Www.fccogYouth.com
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Avery’s Book Corner for February 
 

For reading and reflecting, this month I urge you to read Jane Brody’s 

article in the Personal Health Section of the New York Times on 

January 14, 2013 entitled, “Loving Feelings Take A Lot of Work.”  This 

is outstanding, insightful and helpful.  Check it out. 

 

 http://well.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/01/14/that-loving-feeling-takes-a-lot-of-work/ 

 

Senior Transportation: Call-A-Ride 
 

If you are over sixty and need a ride to doctors’ appointments, the pharmacy, 
grocery stores, physical therapists, the library, the Senior Center or even to 
visit with friends, Call-A-Ride is ready to give you a free ride within 
Greenwich between the hours of 9:00 am - 3:30 pm.  Our volunteer drivers 
are most happy to accommodate you.  Just call our office at 203-661-6633 to 
make an appointment.  The First Congregational Church of Greenwich is one of the founding sponsors 
of this program and continues to participate through its Outreach program.  Also Call-A-Ride is always 
in need of volunteer drivers.  Please call for further information about volunteering.  

 

 Hunger Mission Team News 
 

Thanks to Wendy Yu and her Cadette Girl Scout Troop for cooking the 
January chili.  The soup kitchen guests loved the meal.  Volunteers are 
needed for April, May and June.  To sign up for  this great volunteer 
opportunity, contact Tom Mahoney at fccoghungermission@gmail.com.  

 

Cooks for the Soup Kitchen  -  The first Monday of every month a team from First Congregational 
Church serves chili and salad to 120-150 people at New Covenant House for Hospitality in 
Stamford.  To support this effort, the Hunger Mission Team recruits volunteers to cook the chili  
and prepare salad the weekend before.  It is a great opportunity for families, friends, Church School 
classes, men’s/women’s groups, etc. to make a positive impact on the lives of our neighbors.  We 
need teams of volunteers to cook the meal for March, April, and May.  To sign up a cooking team, 
email Tom Mahoney at fccoghungermission@gmail.com.  The 2-3 hours you invest in cooking will 
nourish your soul along with those you feed. 

 

 Contribute food each week through our collection barrel located at the back of the Meetinghouse.  
Adding a few items to your weekly grocery list will make a significant difference at Neighbor to 
Neighbor.  Needed food items include:  Cereal, Oatmeal, Pasta, 100% Juice, Canned fruit, Peanut 
Butter (No larger than 28 oz please) and Jelly. 

http://well.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/01/14/that-loving-feeling-takes-a-lot-of-work/
http://well.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/01/14/that-loving-feeling-takes-a-lot-of-work/
mailto:fccoghungermission@gmail.com
mailto:fccoghungermission@gmail.com
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Worship in February: 
 

10:00 am Service in the Meetinghouse 
 

February 3 -  Rev. John Collins 

Matthew 7:12 

Church School Lesson  - The Golden Rule 

 

February 10 -  Rev. Dan England 

Luke 17:11-19 

Church School Lesson - Leper Thanks 

 

February 17 -  Rev. Avery Manchester 

Church School Big Event 

 

February 24 -  Guest - Maureen Matthews  

Mark 6:6-13 

Church School Lesson - Two by Two 

Second Hour 

 

Looking Ahead: 

 

March 3  - Youth Sunday 

March 24 - Palm Sunday 

March 31 - Easter Sunday 

5:00 linc Service in the Auditorium 

 
Theme for February: 

What’s Love Got To Do With It? 

 

Tina Turner asked it, and the question still lingers.  
For those of us for whom English is our first lan-
guage, the expression of love using words is diffi-
cult.  We love each other, but we also love choco-
late cake.  Is it the same love?  Well?  I guess it de-
pends on the person and the cake. 

 
In the New Testament, the Greek language repre-
sents 4 different words for love.  Agape is a sacrifi-
cial love, Eros is a passionate love, Philla is a love 
shared among friends, and Storge is merely a love 
that tolerates.  Whoa!  I LOVE this, or do I just 
storge this?   Let’s answer Tina’s question once and 
for all this month.  Let’s explore the concept of 
love from the New Testament and seek to decipher 
some of the understandings our ancestors had 
about this holy emotion. 

 

See you in February! 

 

Find us on Facebook and LIKE the page! 

We're now on Twitter  @FCCOGCT 

Check out our new YouTube page, too! 

And visit our Forum and start a conversation. 
  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church-of-Greenwich/193405407368230?sk=wall
https://twitter.com/FCCOGCT
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXgou35EY5N803D4e_J4JNA?feature=results_main
http://www.fccog.org/forum/
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The Summer Program at First Church Preschool 2013 

 
 

 

 

The Summer Program at First Church Preschool is designed for children between the ages of 3 and 5 years (i.e. 
must be between turning 3 by 12/31/13 and entering kindergarten in September 2013).  The 
program consists of three 2-week sessions: 

 

 Session 1:  June 17 – June 28:  Our World of Sports:  Children participate in a variety of 
fun sports and physical activities that get their bodies moving and their game on! 

 

 Session 2:  July 1 – July 12 (closed 7/4):  The Arts Factory:  Children imagine, design, 
and create within different media, including art, music, and dance. 

 

 Session 3:  July 15 – July 26:  Little Scientists:  Exploration, experimentation, and discovery 
are encouraged through children’s interactions with their natural environment. 

 

All sessions include arts & crafts, water play, playground time, and snacks. 

 

New this summer! 

You will be able to register for just one week of each session. 
 

Seahorses:  3 year-olds only attend Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 9:00 am—12:00 pm.  Children 
must be toilet trained. 

 

*Cost per full 2-week sessions 1 & 3:  $350; Cost per full 2-week session 2:  $300. 

*Cost per one-week only of sessions 1 &3:  $200; Cost per one-week only of session 2:  $150 

 

 4 & 5 Year-Olds:  Attend Monday – Friday 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.  These children bring a lunch from home.  

 

*Cost per full 2-week sessions 1 & 3:  $600; Cost per full 2-week session 2:  $550. 

*Cost per one-week only of sessions 1 &3:  $325; Cost per one-week only of session 2:  $275 

 

Contact Information: 

First Church Preschool 

108 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich, CT 06870 

203-637-5430; E-Mail: darlak@fccog.org   

www.firstchurchpreschool.org 

 

                                                                   Info about First Church Preschool Pre-K program can be found on Page 16... 

mailto:darlak@fccog.org
http://www.firstchurchpreschool.org
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News from The Rummage Room:  
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich   

 

February Events Calendar: 
  
Monday, February 4:  Manager Maria's 50% off sale on selected items 
through Saturday, February 9. 

Monday, February 11:  50% off sale on all Valentine's clothing and 
any item that has some red color.  Sale ends at close of business, 
Thursday, Feb. 14. 

Thursday, February 14:  Happy Valentine's Day. 

Monday, February 18:  President's Day Sale - 50% off sale on 
everything in the shop. 

Monday, February 25:  Winter Clearance sale - 50% off through 
Wednesday, February 27.  

Thursday, February 28:  Bag Sale - first day of bag sale.  A full bag of 
best selections for $12 per bag.   

Friday, March 1:  Bag Sale - second day of bag sale.  A full bag of good 
selections for $8 per bag. 

Saturday, March 2:  Bag Sale - third day of bag sale.  Everything must go!  Each full bag of merchandise for 
only $1 per bag.   

Monday, March 4:  THE RUMMAGE ROOM REOPENS AT 1:00 pm with all "new" Spring 
clothing.  Everything in the shop is "new." 

Wish list for February:  Spring clothing, shoes, handbags, jewelry, good bric-a-brac, and St. Patrick's items. 

Shopping Hours:  10:00 am to 5:00 pm Monday through Friday, and 10:00 am to 1:00 pm on Saturday. 

Donation Hours:  9:30 am to 4:30 pm Monday through Thursday, and 9:30 am to 12:30 pm on Friday 
and Saturday.  

Mission Objective:  Funds from The Rummage Room help support many women's, children's and family 
organizations in CT and throughout the world. 
   

The Allocations Committee is currently hard at work planning where the funds from The Rummage Room 
proceeds will be going to best support our women's, children's and family causes in 2013.  The Committee 
would like to share parts of thank-you letters from some of the organizations who benefited from the 
Committee's wonderful work in 2012: 

 
"As always, because of the generous commitment from groups such as yours, we can continue our mission to help 
seniors live more independent and satisfied lives.  Thank you."                        ~ Senior Services of Stamford 

 

"On behalf of the Residents and the Board of Directors, we want to acknowledge receipt of your generous check 
from The Women's Fellowship at First Church of Greenwich.  We are truly grateful and it will significantly make 
a difference in our residents' lives.  Please extend our gratitude to your Committee and Congregation for your 
generosity."                                                                                                           ~ Pilgrim Towers, Inc. 

 
                                                         Read more thank you’s on bottom of  next page…. 
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                First Church Preschool 

                Pre-K Program 

                (aka “Connecting Program”) 
 

 

The Pre-K Program is specifically tailored for children who are eligible to start kindergarten, meaning they 
turn 5 years of age before December 31, 2013, but would benefit from delaying their entry to kindergarten 
for a variety of reasons.  Our Pre-K Program will help these children build the confidence, skills, 
independence, and knowledge necessary to ensure success in kindergarten. 

 

Our Pre-K Program offers: 

 

 A curriculum designed to be challenging, developmentally appropriate, geared toward children’s 
individual needs and interests, and taught in a small class setting that is 
both stimulating and nurturing. 

 Activities that cover the major topic areas of language arts and literacy, 
mathematics, science, physical education, and social studies, with content 
equivalent to kindergarten level. 

 Elements from published curricula, including “Everyday Math,” “Phonics 
& Friends,” and “Handwriting Without Tears,” which are also used in the 
Greenwich Public Schools. 

 Field trips, ample outdoor play and experiences, a music and physical 
education program, and support with socialization and peer relationship development. 

 

For more information regarding the Pre-K Program, please contact Darla Kohler, preschool director, at 203-
637-5430 or darlak@fccog.org.  Program information may also be viewed at the preschool’s website: 
www.firstchurchpreschool.org 

Rummage Room Thank You’s continued from previous page …. 
 

"Thank your for your generous donation to help PVS find additional volunteer visitors and support for them with the 
proper training to do their visiting.  One of our visitors says of the PVS video, 'Prisoners and prisons are not very 
popular,' yet we are challenged by our faiths to visit the prisoners.  The prisoners visited in this prison are 
women.  Many of them are in prison because their male partners sold drugs and the women just happened to be too 
close.  Most of their sentences are for eight years or more ... eight years when their children are in their most formative 
years, growing up without either parent on the scene.  When the women are arrested, they must hastily arrange for 
family or friends to take in these children to care for.  The federal government provides no help .”     
                                                                                                 ~ Prisoner Visitation and Support 

 

"From all of us at the Boys & Girls Club of Greenwich, we thank you very much for your generous donation.  With 
your gift, you ensure that all children in Greenwich have access to a safe and positive place that they can call their 
own, a place to nurture their talents and discover their own potential."
                                                   ~ Boys & Girls Club of Greenwich 

mailto:darlak@fccog.org
http://www.firstchurchpreschool.org
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Women’s Fellowship 

 

Nights Off  
  

Nights Off  will be having a Valentine's celebration 
and get-together on Monday, February 18 at 6:30 
pm at the home of Kathy Riley. 
It will be a  time for fun, mak-
ing new friends, and catching 
up with old ones.  A nice  
dessert will be provided. Please 
bring a snack to share and a drink of your choice.  In 
addition, please bring a sweet item of food ( cake 
mix, cookies, Jello, etc.) that can be donated to the 
food pantry.  All women of the church are invited. If 
you know of someone who might like to join the 
group but has not yet done so, please give them a 
call. Sometimes it just takes a personal invitation to 
get someone to attend a new gathering.  Any ques-
tions, please call Shirley Flierl at 203-629-4939 or 
email at FBTworld@aol.com. 

 

“Souper Bowl 
Sunday”  

Soup Sale!!! 
 

February 3, 11 am to 1 pm in 
the Auditorium 

 

Soup, chili and stew 
will be sold for 
$10/quart as long as 
supplies last, so come 
early !  All proceeds go 
to support Women’s 
Fellowship projects.  
 

SOUP’S  

ON! 

 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you for the Christmas 

presents for the families at 

H.O.M.E.  Everyone was 

delighted to receive a 

wonderful gift.  As you know, 

this is a very difficult time 

of year for many folks and 

they would not have a 

Christmas without your support...thank you and God Bless!  Jackie Burpee, H.O.M.E. Inc. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

mailto:FBTworld@aol.com
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         FEBRUARYB IRTHDAYS  
02/01  Janice Ridell 

02/01  Marilyn Olsson 

02/01  Nicholas Tagliarino 

02/01  Gregory Riddell 

02/01  Sophie Waine 

02/02  Webb Williams 

02/02  Hayden Witmer 

02/02  Kyle Allen 

02/03  Elizabeth Baker 

02/03  Matthijs Hoekstra 

02/04  Judson Saviskas 

02/04  John Norrgard 

02/04  Jack Sweger 

02/04  Nancy Pierson 

02/04  Lissa Arnold 

02/04  Clark Shaw 

02/04  Anne Johnson 

02/05  Elizabeth Kreuter 

02/05  Karen Taggart 

02/05  David Schrohe 

02/05  Lisa Flanagan 

02/05  Kelly Anne Boles 

02/05  Alexander Simko 

02/06  Vance Briceland 

02/06  Kelly Dodd 

02/07  Allison Ariyibi 

02/07  Robert Phelps 

02/07  Heather Sahrbeck 

02/07  William Graham 

02/08  Peter Scopelliti 

02/09  Michaela S. Fossum 

02/09  William Osgood 

02/09  James Dunn 

02/09  Dorothy Mueller 

02/09  Juliet Primo 

02/09  Katherine Sweet 

02/09  Alex Leidy 

02/09  Haley Norrgard 

02/09  Chloe Kimberlin 

02/10  Leon McKenzie 

02/10  Dr. Brenda Stiers 

02/10  Cheryl Osgood 

02/10  David Scopelliti 

02/10  Allison Whittemore 

02/10  Laura Moore  

02/10  Jordan Reiss 

02/10  Chris Hallowell 

02/10  Matthew Thomas 

02/11  Lynn Robertson 

02/11  Sally MacDougall 

02/11  Valeri Primo 

02/11  Matthew Pruner 

02/12  Janet Sotzing 

02/12  Rebecca Jewett 

02/12  Matthew Shattuck 

02/12  Kristen Morris 

02/13  Rev. Sarah-Anne  

             Colegrove 

02/13  Elizabeth Olson 

02/13  Thalia Anderen 

02/13  Britt Carnegie 

02/13  Dylan Rose 

02/14  Mario Lotufo 

02/14  Dawn Hewitt 

02/14  Edward Thomas 

02/15  Christian Burns 

02/15  Caryn Jacoby 

02/15  Andrew Scrivan 

02/15  Julia Blandori 

02/15  Sarah Cioffari 

02/15  Joey Claps 

02/15  Olivia Pfetsch 

02/16  Andrew Hanson 

02/16  Paola Ryckman 

02/16  Jessica Burick 

02/16  Courtney Griffin 

02/16  Shaw Speer 

02/16  Patrick Condon 

02/17  Emma Nicole Kirchner 

02/18  Mark Mohn 

02/18  Melinda May 

02/18  Tom Grunow 

02/19  Richard Derr 

02/19  Lisa Norrgard Miller 

02/19  Daniel Schlorff 

02/20  Virginia Low 

02/20  Janet Savage 

02/20  Andrew Wall 

02/20  Spencer Goh 

02/20  Lindsay Allen 

02/21  Betty Sleath 

02/21  Jefferson Watkins 

02/21  Katharine Derr 

02/21  Charles MacDougall 

02/22  Susan Doyle 

02/23 Jane Yates 

02/23  William Boles 

02/23  Gary Lico 

02/23  Katherine Scrivan 

02/23  Samantha Stone 

02/23  Taylor Ingraham 

02/24  Jean Simpson 

02/24  Louis Paris 

02/24  Robert Small 

02/24  Daniel Wurst 

02/25  Barbara Wilkov 

02/25  Joan Osgood 

02/25  Rebecca Marlowe 

02/25  Becki Burdick 

02/25  Carly Jenkins 

02/26  Michael Lamie 

02/26  Juliette Brindak 

02/26  Arthur Berman 

02/26  Brandon DelCristo 

02/27  Barbara Trepanier 

02/27  Megan Shattuck 

02/27  Kylie Schneider 

02/28  Peter Benedict 

 

L ife E vents:                                              
Deaths 

Bruce Reeves 
Helen Simpson 

Pieter Pim de Kadt  
Mary Frances Blynn  

Eric Schay 

 

 
 

The Church Offices are 
closed Monday, February 
18 for Presidents’ Day. 

 
 

 
 

 

2012 Contributions to First Church    
  

Giving Statements for 2012, summarizing your tax-deductible contributions to the Church last year, were 
mailed out the week of January 21.  If you think you should have received one, but it hasn't yet appeared in 
your mailbox, please contact Kirk Young at 203-637-1791 ext. 32 or kirky@fccog.org. 

mailto:kirky@fccog.org
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The HOME TEAM: 
 

Do you like to get exercise while doing good and having fun? 

Do you have a few hours occasionally to spare for this? 

 

Our church owns several homes, a large church facility and extensive grounds which need maintenance.  
However, budget limitations are getting in the way.  Church leadership has approved a new concept 
called The Home Team.  This group will be a permanent volunteer team to perform a variety of 
maintenance jobs as needs arise.  School kids can earn community service hours!   

 

Our goals: 

1) Team-building with the satisfaction of doing needed maintenance while enjoying the fun and exercise 
of work and supportive friendship within our church community 

2) Save money for the church by replacing some paid services with qualified volunteer labor 
 

Our leadership team will analyze each approved project and develop a plan.  Each project will be 
announced by email to all volunteers who have signed up for The Home Team.   

 

Possible projects:  

 special gardening projects not covered by our professional lawn and tree 
crews 

 maintenance of various outdoor structures such as fence staining and 
cemetery upkeep 

 painting / staining inside the church facilities and the church-owned 
homes 

 selected portions of major projects such the 11 Forest Avenue renovation 
project 

 potential major projects that do not require professionally licensed skills 

 

The Home Team needs many different skills including painting, raking 
and gardening as well as some higher-level home maintenance skills and team leadership.  Please sign up 
today using the on-line sign-up on the church website at www.fccog.org in the “News You Can Use” 
box where you will find a link.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Tad Larrabee at 
tadlarra@optonline.net. 

 

TAI CHI FITNESS  
with Luis Duarte  

 
All are welcome!  Improve your balance, health and well being.  Come and experience the 
many wonderful benefits of Tai Chi and Qi Gong exercises.  Classes are held on 
Wednesdays at 8:00 am and Thursdays at 9:00 am.  Only $7 per class if paid by the month, 
and $8 per class for “drop ins.”   Join us!   You’ll love it! 

http://www.fccog.org/
mailto:tadlarra@optonline.net
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The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Ministers:  The Members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Interim Senior Pastor:  Rev. John W. Collins, jcollins@fccog.org  

Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry:  Rev. Mark D. Montgomery, mmontgomery@fccog.org 

Associate Pastor for Communication and Adult Education:  Rev. Daniel B. England, dengland@fccog.org 

Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care:  Rev. Avery C. Manchester, amanchester@fccog.org 

Director of Music:  Dr. Craig Scott Symons, craigs@fccog.org 

Director of Church School:  Rosemary Lamie, rosemaryl@fccog.org 

Director of Membership:  Ginny Breismeister, ginnyb@fccog.org 

Director of Communications:  Barbara Wilkov, barbaraw@fccog.org 

Parish Nurse:  Susan Asselin, RN, susana@fccog.org 

Director of Preschool:  Darla Kohler, darlak@fccog.org 

Pastors Emeriti:  Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Rev. Sally Colegrove 

Director of Music Emeritus: Dr. John Stansell 

  

February Calendar: 

 

 

 1  - Jack Davidson’s Ordination and Reception 7:30  - 10:00 pm 

 3  -  Worship in the Meetinghouse 10:00 am  

      Women’s Fellowship “Souper Bowl Sunday” Soup Sale 11:00 am -1:00 pm 

 Sunday Afternoons Live 4:00 pm, Chamber Music for Violin and Piano  

     linc 5:00 pm 

 9  - Red Cross Blood Drive 8:00 am  - 1:00 pm 

10  - Worship in the Meetinghouse 10:00 am 

        Sunday Afternoons Live 4:00 pm, “We Are Family!” 

        linc 5:00 pm 

13  - Wonderful “Ash” Wednesday 6:00  - 8:00 pm 

13 -20  Youth Mission Trip   

17  - Worship in the Meetinghouse 10:00 am 

 Sunday Afternoons Live  4:00 pm, The Cypress Piano Quartet 

        linc 5:00 pm 

20  -  Heart Healthy Cooking Demo by Gavin Prichard 12:00 pm 

24  - Worship in the Meetinghouse 10:00 am 

 Sunday Afternoons Live 4:00 pm, Alicia Briceland Soprano 

        linc 5:00 pm 

http://www.fccog.org/
mailto:jcollins@fccog.org
mailto:darlak@fccog.org

