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Wednesdays are, Yet Again,  

Wonderful…. 

Wonderful Wednesday Returns 

 
 
 
 

 

NOVEMBER 14 — See Page 11 for all the details 

If you haven’t yet returned your  

Pledge Card for next year please do so 

as soon as possible.   

Your generosity is crucial to keeping our 

church strong and growing! 

Mark Your Calendar for these  

special days in November! 
Laity Sunday, November 11               

Giving Trees go up, November 15 

Tree Stands set up, November 17     
H.O.M.E. Craft Sale, November 17, 18 

Harvest Sunday, November 18               

Thanksgiving Day, November 22 

Christmas Trees Arrive & Sale Begins, November 24 
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All -Church Retreat  - October, 14, 2012 
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By: Rev. John Collins 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
 
Last Thursday morning, just 2 days after the “rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew,” I pulled into 
the parking lot of the church to find it filled with utility trucks and line crews from Missouri.  They were 
using our lot as a staging area before fanning out into Old Greenwich to work at restoring power and  
normalcy to a community battered by Superstorm Sandy.  While they were waiting, one of the young 
men in white hardhats was approached by someone who asked if there would be choir rehearsal that  
evening. 
 
I loved hearing that story for a couple of reasons.  First, at a time when it was impossible to find answers 
about getting power back, well, you might as well go to the source.  Second, even though they were 
probably too busy, I’ll bet there were some good voices among the linemen in that parking lot.  And  
finally, in the middle of the chaos of last week, what could be nicer than to think about being at the 
church and singing some sacred music? 
 
That very morning the church got power back, and everyone on the staff sprang into action to check on 
people, to get the building up and running as a warm refuge for those still without heat and power, and to 
prepare for worship and the special linc dinner on Sunday.  Once again, I was so impressed with the  
creative skill and compassion of the people on our church staff, and I am deeply grateful to them all for 
their hard work last week.  And, as soon as it became known that the church had electricity, our church 
members came by or contacted us with offers of help, concern and important information.  In these few 
short days I saw the soul of our church family in an outpouring of compassion for those in need after the 
storm.  Often, this compassion came from people who were still suffering themselves. It was clear to me 
that the spirit of our church family, to use Jesus’ phrase, “is founded on rock.” 
 
This is why I have no trouble asking everyone to support our church strongly.  For hundreds of years and 
right up to this week, First Congregational Church has been a rock of caring and inspiration through 
countless storms.  It is a privilege to be part of this Church Family, this rock of compassion, that touches 
the lives of so many in need. 
                                                                                                            
 

John   
 
 

 
      
 

 
 

Speaking Pastorally 

Everyone who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man 
who built his house on the rock.  The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew 
and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on rock. 
                                                                                                             ~ Jesus 
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“Musical Notes”  
 
 

It's not too late to mark your calendars for our 46th annual Messiah performances, which are coming up 
on Saturday, December 15 and Sunday, December 16, both at 4:00 pm.  Several familiar faces will grace 
the stage as our soloists, along with a new artist; soprano Adele Crawford, who was an administrative 
assistant here in the late '90's and has sung with the Metropolitan Opera (her father and I were colleagues 

back in Detroit, where we served churches a few miles from each 
other), our alto section leader, Linnea Conley, new to our family of 
Messiah musicians is tenor Jonathan Blalock, who has sung around 
the world, most recently in Israel and the Santa Fe Opera, and new 
church member, Daniel Schlorff as our bass soloist.  

 

Rehearsals for the Festival Chorus for Messiah will be more 
condensed this year. We will have one rehearsal ONLY on Monday, 
December 10, from 7:30-10:00 pm.  In the past, I've found that 

many folks attend the first rehearsal, pick up their score, and often miss the next rehearsals.  We can 
accomplish what we need to in that single rehearsal, come together for the dress rehearsal with orchestra 
on Wednesday, December 12 from 7:30-9:30 pm, and have a wonderful weekend of singing.  

 

Children's Choir Event - Anthem on Harvest Sunday, November 18:   

For those youth in grades 3-6 whose schedule won't permit attendance at weekly rehearsals, here's another 
chance to join your voices with your peers.  On Saturday, November 17, 
from 10:00-11:00 am, all those who are available to sing with the 
Children's Choir will be gathering in the Meetinghouse for an hour 
rehearsal for the anthem being sung on Harvest Sunday, the next 
morning, for the morning worship service.  Then, on Sunday morning, 
we come together to warm-up the voice and run through the anthem for 
the final time.  The anthem is very simple and all youth are welcome to 
just show up on Saturday morning to work on the piece.  Please email 
Craig at craigs@fccog.org to reserve your spot for the weekend. 
 

 

Find us on Facebook and LIKE the page! 

We're now on Twitter  @FCCOGCT 

Check out our new YouTube page, too! 

And visit our Forum and start a conversation. 
  

mailto:craigs@fccog.org
http://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church-of-Greenwich/193405407368230?sk=wall
https://twitter.com/FCCOGCT
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXgou35EY5N803D4e_J4JNA?feature=results_main
http://www.fccog.org/forum/
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Hunger Mission Team News: 
 

Cooks for the Soup Kitchen:  The first Monday of every month a team from First Congregational 
Church serves chili and salad to over 120 people at New Covenant House for 
Hospitality in Stamford.  To support this effort, the Hunger Mission Team 
recruits volunteers to cook the chili and prepare salad the weekend before.  It 
is a great opportunity for families, friends, Church School classes, men’s/
women’s groups, etc. to make a positive impact in the lives of our neighbors.  
We need a team of volunteers to cook the meal for December on either the 
1st or 2nd.  We also need a team for January to cook on January 5th or 6th. 
To sign up a cooking team, email Tom Mahoney at 
fccoghungermission@gmail.com.  The 2-3 hours you invest in cooking will nourish your soul along with 
those you feed. 

 

Contribute food each week through our collection barrel, located at the back of the Meetinghouse.   
Adding a few items to your weekly grocery list will make a significant difference at 
Neighbor to Neighbor.   Needed food items are listed below.  If you would like to 
receive an email each Thursday, to remind you of the items needed at Neighbor to 
Neighbor, send an email to fccoghungermissionteam@gmail.com with WEEKLY 
EMAIL in the subject and we will send you a weekly reminder. 

ITEMS CURRENTLY IN NEED AT NEIGHBOR TO NEIGHBOR 

Canned Fruit*, Cereal, Oatmeal, Pasta Sauce, Dried Beans (Kidney and Black), 100% Juice,  
Canned Tomatoes, and Peanut Butter (No larger than 28 oz please) and Jelly. 

 

* There is a particular need for canned fruit at this time.  No more donations of canned tuna fish are needed. 

Welcome Our New Church Members 

 

Left: Lucinda 
Seufert-Hunter, 
Bart Hunter and 
Landon 

Right: Sean, Susan 
and Conor Doyle 

Left:  Millie George 

Right:  Keeley and 
Scott Kriskey 

mailto:fccoghungermission@gmail.com
mailto:fccoghungermissionteam@gmail.com
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From the Parish Nurse… Giving Thanks  
by Sue Asselin, RN 

 
November brings thoughts of harvest, abundance, and gratitude.  I am thankful for all of you who continue to 
teach me as much or more than I do you.  Congregants often bring me health related articles and tips, thus 

equipping me to better help others.  I’m also thankful to live in this beautiful place and 
have so many great information sources available to me.  Greenwich Hospital is one of 
those resources, and I encourage you to participate in the many health and wellness 
programs offered to the public.  There are classes, such as Joint Replacement 
Education for pre-op candidates, and many support groups.  The Bob Rosum 
Memorial Lecture on Integrative Medicine is on November 13, and this year focuses 
on ways to combat fatigue.  You can find these events described in the Health 
Extensions magazine, available on the literature rack near the double doors closest to 
the kitchen.  A calendar of events can also be found online at 
www.greenwichhospital.org.  Click “Calendar” on the upper tool bar.  Then click 

“List” to see everything on one page, but be sure to scroll all the way down, as they are listed in four separate 
categories: Classes, Events, Screenings, and Support Groups. 

 
Blood Drive Outcome 
Speaking of giving thanks - A warm “Thank You” to all those who made the October 6 Red Cross Blood 
Drive a success.  We had 28 people attend to donate and 25 units of blood collected.  Each unit collected has 
the potential to touch 3 lives, so imagine the life-saving benefits of this day’s efforts.  The Red Cross has sent 
us a kind letter of appreciation for all your efforts.  Our church is known for its above-and-beyond hospitality 
because of the piano playing and home-made treats.  Bless you for preparing food, playing piano, or selflessly 
giving blood. 
 
Medicare Part D  
The open enrollment period for Medicare Part D began October 15 and ends on December 7. 
Overwhelmed with options?  Don’t know what a drug plan donut hole is?  New to Medicare? 
Need help sorting through the choices?  Fear not!  Help is available.  No-cost counseling is 
offered for Medicare Part D plans through the Town of Greenwich, and also here at FCCOG. 
Individual counseling sessions include internet navigation and comparison of plans.  For an 
appointment with a Town of Greenwich counselor, call the Commission on Aging office at  
203-862-6710.  For an appointment with your parish nurse or our FCCOG volunteer insurance counselor, 
call your Parish Nurse, Sue Asselin at extension 21. 
 

 

First Congregational Church Welcomes Greenwich Reform Synagogue 
 

We are pleased to announce that beginning November 30, Greenwich 
Reform Synagogue will be holding their Friday evening Shabbat services in 
our auditorium.  As you may be aware, the Synagogue has sold its property 
on Stanwich Road to The Stanwich School and will be seeking a new 
worship home.  Until that is found, we have offered Rabbi Andrew Sklarz 

and his congregation space here for their services and other events.  We look upon this as a positive experience 
for both congregations and look forward to their arrival at the end of November. 

http://www.greenwichhospital.org
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Church Committee and Board of Trustees  

Q & A about FCCOG 
with Senior Deacon Paul Olmsted and Trustees Chair Chris Hartwell 

 

Q: How can I have input on the selection of our next Senior Pastor? 
 

A:   If you are interested in serving on the Search Committee or if there is someone who you think should be 
considered for the Committee, send an email or letter to Paul as soon as possible, including information 
about why you think you or the person you recommend would be a good candidate.  Also, the Church 
Committee is compiling information on the characteristics that members of the congregation are looking 
for in our next Senior Pastor through feedback from the Fellowship Dinners held in October and a 
survey that will be conducted in November.  These responses will form the basis for the Church Profile 
that we send to prospective candidates for the Senior Pastor position.  

 

Q: Who will determine the composition of the Senior Pastor Search Committee? 
 

A:  The Church Committee will appoint a committee of Church officers to consider suggested and self-
nominated candidates, and make recommendations to the Church Committee.  The Church Committee 
will consider these recommendations and make a final determination of the slate of nominees to be 
presented for a vote of the congregation at the Annual Meeting in January. 

 

Q: How will you make sure that the Search Committee represents the needs and desires of the 
congregation as a whole? 

 

A:   As noted above, the input received from members will form the basis of the Profile sent to prospective 
candidates and used by the Search Committee that broadly reflects the characteristics of the 
congregation, such as families with young children, families with teenagers, singles, retirees, and 
members with special interests such as theology, music, outreach, mission work, and other important 
aspects of the life of our church. 

 

Q: How will Reverend Collins be involved in our Search Process? 
 

A: Reverend Collins will be very much involved in the discernment process and the search process up to the 
time that the Search Committee begins to consider individual candidates.  After that point, the ethical 
rules by which he is bound as an interim pastor preclude him from participating further in the selection 
process. 

 

Q: Why was the office next to the Senior Pastor turned into a conference room, and how much did it 
cost? 

 

A:   The clergy staff needed a small conference room for staff meetings, and the room adjoining the Senior 
Pastor’s office was not needed for another staff member in the foreseeable future.  A new wall-to-wall 
carpet, conference room table and 10 folding chairs were purchased for $2,433.  The new table is 
portable and can easily be moved to the Senior Pastor’s office when needed.  The old office rug was sold 
for $1,100, and the old office desk is also being offered for sale.  The net cost of the conversion is 
expected to be between $800 and $1,000.  

 

Email your Questions to Paul at olmstedp@sbcglobal.net; or Chris at clhartwell@mac.com. 

mailto:olmstedp@sbcglobal.net
mailto:clhartwell@mac.com
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News from The Rummage Room:  
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich   
 
August:  The Rummage Room reopened August 27.  Business was strong 
during the 48th Opening Week with sales of $23,000 ... up $2,500 from 
the same period in 2011.   

 

September:  The shop continued to have good sales and donations came 
flooding in due to The Rummage Room being closed most of August. 

 

October:  The Best Little Halloween Shop in Old Greenwich opened with 
costumes and decorations for all.  The Halloween window displays were designed by manager, Maria 
Drieghe, and assistant manager, Nancy Hamilton … and both were award winners! 

 

November:  The shop will now turn to the Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons.  As you begin to decorate 
for the holidays, think of The Rummage Room as the place to donate, and acquire new decorations.  The 
Christmas Shoppe will open on Monday, November 12 at 1:00 pm. 

 

December:  The Christmas Shoppe will be full of wonderful things that Santa and his elves have been saving 
during the past year!  If you are a long-time customer, you know that The Rummage Room has the best 
decorations and holiday merchandise in town for half the price.  

 

The Women's Fellowship of The First Congregational Church, The Rummage Room Committee, The 
Rummage Room staff and The Allocations Committee are very serious about their Mission to provide for 
those who cannot always help themselves, and they remain grateful to those who shop and donate so 
generously, and to the volunteers who give many hours of their time throughout the year. 

 
If you could volunteer for a few hours on Friday afternoons, please call Manager Maria at 203-637-1875.  

  

As we let our own light shine, we unconsciously give other people permission to do the same.   

~ Marianne Williamson    
May we allow our light to shine even brighter doing the coming Holiday Season. 

 

 

Children!  Bring your family to the Annual 
“Make Your Own” Advent Craft Workshop 

The First Sunday of Advent 
December 2, 2012 

2:00 - 4:00 pm in the Daniels Center 
 
 

We will make gifts & ornaments for friends, family & even pets,  

listen to music of the season, and enjoy being together! 
 

Sponsored by the Church School Task Force 
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Bible Study 
 
Bible Study for November will actually be about a book that is not in the Bible:  Timothy Keller's Generous 
Justice is available at your local book emporium, your electronic device supplier or from a generous friend.  
We will cover two chapters a week -- there are eight chapters so that works out to be -- let's see, four weeks! 
(And some people say there is no God).  So grab your copy and see if you are one of the four kinds of people 
for whom the book is intended, according to the author. 
 

1.  There are a host of young Christian believers who respond with joy to the call to care for the needy.  While 
many young adults have a Christian faith, and also a desire to help people in need, these two things are not 
actually connected to each other in their lives.  That connection, I will attempt to make in this book. 

2.  Another kind of person who I hope will read this book approaches the subject of doing justice with 
suspicion. 

3.  Others who I hope will give this book a hearing are people who have expanded their mission to include 
social justice but they have, at the same time, turned away from traditional doctrines. 

4.  There is a fourth group of people who should find the book of interest, namely those who agree with 
Christopher Hitchens that religion "poisons everything." 
 

Which are you?  Then join us in the Lounge at 11:20 am during November. 

Book Corner 

Avery Manchester’s recommendations for good reading this month: 
 

Mary Oliver is an outstanding and inspirational poet. I read and am blessed by her work almost daily  
and she comes up in many of my talks.  She has just come out with another book, A Thousand Mornings.  
Enjoy it.  Also, her book, Evidence is amazing as well.  

But while you are shopping do not neglect Leavings by Wendell Berry.  He is a National Treasure.  I keep 
all of these book at hand for soul food.      

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Shawl Knitters 

Thursday, November 15, 2012 

4:00 - 6:00 pm in the Lounge 

 

 

 

Come and be inspired by what others have done, find help, learn 
to knit.  Bring any left over yarn which may be used for new 
shawls in interesting combinations.  In lieu of hands for 
knitting, a monetary contribution for yarn, needles and bags can 
expand our work. 

 

P.S. If you know of people who could be comforted by receiving 
one of our prayer shawls, please let us know. 
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 Historical Committee Update 
 

Tomac Cemetery (Tomac Historical Burying Ground) records and a plot map of the burials is now 
on the church website:  http://www.fccog.org/about-us/our-cemeteries or via the top menu, go to 
About Us / Our Cemeteries.  The records for our main cemetery next to the church will be posted 
there soon as well as a summary of the history of Tomac Cemetery and 
the many efforts to preserve it.  The online spreadsheet of plot maps 
should help people find the headstones of their ancestors without 
having to get a map at the church office, especially if the office is closed 
at the time of their visit. 

 

More Oral histories were posted recently on the fccog.org website. 
Click on:  

http://www.fccog.org/about-us/a-brief-history-of-our-church/
#oralhistories or via the top menu, go to (About Us / A Brief History 
of Our Church), then click on the Oral Histories link.  The Allan 
Lorimer interview details the KKK cross burning on the parish house 
lawn here in the 1920’s and how Allan Kitchel and Bill Cook helped 
him fight it!   

 
The Herman Reissig memorial service includes several detailed tributes to this wonderful man. 

 
O U R  S T A I N E D  G L A S S  W I N D O W S  W E B P A G E  U P D A T E  
A photo of the Head of Christ window as it looked in 1939 is now on the website – see the North Transept 

window, also called the Grimes window.  For a fascinating story about it, read the Helen Sickles Allen oral 

history, page 2.  Go to: http://www.fccog.org/about-us/our-building/our-stained-glass-window-tour/  or via 

The top menu, go to About Us / Our Building / Our Stained Glass Window Tour. 

 

-- Pat Larrabee 

 

NOVEMBER Responsibilities and Assignments 
Deacon Assignments: 

Invocation - Lesley Schless 

Hospital Notes - John Denne 
 

Memorial Service: 

Betsy Kreuter - Nov. 11 

John Fryback - Nov. 18 

Carole Lang - Nov. 25 
 

Coffee Hour Committee Hosts: 

Trustees (Chris Hartwell) 

http://www.fccog.org/about-us/our-cemeteries
http://www.fccog.org/about-us/a-brief-history-of-our-church/#oralhistories
http://www.fccog.org/about-us/a-brief-history-of-our-church/#oralhistories
http://www.fccog.org/about-us/our-building/our-stained-glass-window-tour/
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November 14, 6:00 - 8:00 pm 
 

Wonderful Wednesday is back and, as usual, it IS wonderful!  This is the perfect oasis for families … even 
families of one!  Come and join us for a delicious meal, see all your friends (even make some new ones), and 
also get a little mental and spiritual stimulation from one of the mini-classes offered.  Then we’ll wrap up the 
evening with a short prayer and you’ll be out the door with enough time to enjoy the rest of your evening.  
You’ll have a “wonderful” time no matter what your age.   

 

Here are the offerings for November 14: 

 

 

 

 

Gratitude and Grace 
 

In the season of gratitude, have you given 
thought to how we can live in a state of 
gratitude all year and what it can mean to our 
well-being in physical, mental, emotional and 
spiritual health?  There are some great things to 
be discussed here.  This has a lot to do with 
grace.  Rev. Manchester will share insights and 
discuss this from the point of view of a pastor 
and psychotherapist. 

 
                                  Led by Avery Manchester 

“I Am Grateful…” 
 

We will work on a display for the Harvest 
Sunday Worship Service in which we will find 
ways to express the feelings behind the 
exclamation of “I AM GRATEFUL…!” 

 

 
                                    Led by Rosemary Lamie 

“You better not pout,  
you better not cry…” 

 

Come find out the backgrounds and interesting 
tidbits of your favorite Christmas carols and 
holiday music.  You might even get to sing some 
of them! 

 
                                        Led by Craig Symons 

Safety Scavenger Hunt 
 

Did you know there are more than 10 fire 
extinguishers in the church?  Would you know 
where to find the AED in case of a medical 
emergency?  How about a wheelchair, a band-
aid, or an ice pack?  Join Parish Nurse, Sue 
Asselin, for this quick review of our church 
safety initiatives, followed by a scavenger hunt 
and then a tour to help answer some of the 
questions raised above.  So next time someone 
needs your help here at church, you’ll know 
where to turn. 
                                          Led by Sue Asselin 
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                        And Confirmation News 
 
 

The Y! Programs of FCCOG has a new website.  Go check it out!  Just visit fccog.org and click on the link on 
the Homepage.  On the website, you can learn about the Y! program in general, including Youth Choir and 
Confirmation.  There are schedules, calendars, upcoming events, and lots of photos.  As an exclusive, you can 
only see the Confirmation Weekend photos by visiting the site!  See you there. 

 

Ah, Thanksgiving….and Christmas. 

 

Wow, I can almost smell the roasting turkey, taste the cranberries and stuffing….and smell the Christmas 
trees???!?!??!?!  Wait, what?  That’s right, at FCCOG, with Thanksgiving comes Christmas Trees.  A wonderful 
fundraising opportunity to support charities in our community will take place again this year, and we need 
your help!  Take a look at the schedule below and let us know what you may be able to do: 

 

Saturday, November 17 

We need about a dozen folks to help with the assembly of the Christmas 
Tree stands on the front lawn.  This includes setting up our sales tent and 
prepping the site for all the sales needs.  If you can help, contact Clem 
Lepoutre or Mark Montgomery.  We will begin setting up at 8:30 AM.  
If there are plenty of hands, the set up takes no more than an hour or so. 

 

Friday, November 24  

Yes, get up and get your door-buster savings out of the way, because at 
11:00 AM, we are going to start decorating wreaths to sell along with the 
trees.  No need to bring anything, unless you have an extra pair of wire 
snips or wire cutters around the house.  All necessary supplies will be 
provided.  Mark will lead you through some basic techniques and then 
you are on your own!  We will provide a light lunch so that you can just 
keep on working!!! 

 

Saturday, November 25  

The trees arrive and sales begin.  Keep you eyes peeled and your ears tuned to the bulletin boards, sign-ups and 
announcements.  Once we have received a delivery window from our tree delivery folks, we will let you know 
what time to show up at church to help unload the truck.  Usually, we are unloading around 8:30 AM, just to 
give you an idea! 

 

Saturday, November 25 

Until Trees are Sold – Right after we unload the trees, we start selling them.  To sign up for a sales shift, visit 
our table at coffee hour, before and after the linc service, or by calling the church office.  There will also be 
shift leaders who will be recruiting, supervising, reminding and encouraging folks all along the way.  We will 
sell trees every Saturday and Sunday until they are gone. 

fccog.org
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Women’s Fellowship 

 

Nights Off  
 

Nights Off will be meeting on Monday, November 19 at the home of Ginny Breismeister at 
7:00 pm.  We will be assembling school kit bags for the Church World  
Service Kit Program which will then be distributed to children in those 
areas most severely affected by Hurricane Sandy.  Please bring an appe-
tizer or snack to share and whatever you would like to drink.  If you 

have any questions, please call Shirley Flierl at 203-629-4939 or email her at 
FBTword@aol.com.  This is a nice way to get to know other women in the church so 
please join us.  All are welcome. 

News from the Kettle Quilters:   
 

As your children are back in school or off to college you have 
no more excuses.  Come and join us and help us with the 
quilting.  Never quilted before?  No worries, we’ll teach you. 
Try it; you’ll like it!  (The name of the "workers" will be listed 
on the back of the quilt).   
 

Join us in Room 203 (next to the kitchen) Mondays from 9:00 am to 12 noon or 
Tuesdays 7:30 pm to 9:00 pm 

 

TAI CHI FITNESS  
with Luis Duarte  

 

All are welcome!  Improve 
your balance, health and well 
being.  Come and experience 

the many 
wonderful benefits 
of Tai Chi and Qi 
Gong exercises.  
Classes are held on 
Wednesdays at 

8:00 am and Thursdays at 9:00 
am.  Only $7 per class if paid 
by the month, and $8 per class 
for “drop ins.”   Join us!   
You’ll love it! 

 

Hats Off  Book Discussion 
 

Our Hats Off reading group is finishing a delightful story of 
a remarkable young woman experiencing the excitement and 
challenge of becoming a geological explorer in Alaska.  The 
title is Midnight Sun Arctic Moon by Mary Albanese.   
 

Our next book will be Caleb's Crossing by 
Geraldine Brooks. The setting is on 
Martha's Vineyard in the 1660's and the 
two main characters are Bethia, an English 
Puritan, and Caleb, a native Wampanoag.  
We were introduced to Geraldine Brooks' 
beautiful writing in The People of the Book 
a few years ago, and now we will be 
dazzled by her writing set here in New England.  This book 
is inspired by a true story.  Come join us on Thursday 
mornings from 10:00 -11:30 am in the Lounge.  Any 
questions please call Debbie Berner at 203-629-1110. 

mailto:FBTword@aol.com
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First Congregational Church Preschool  
 

 

Open Enrollment for 2013-2014 Programming 

October 1, 2012-November 9, 2012 
 

First Church Preschool offers an active preschool experience for children ages 3 through 5 years.  We also offer 
a Pre-K Program for children who are eligible to start kindergarten but would benefit by delaying starting a 
kindergarten program. 
 

At First Church Preschool we encourage the social, emotional, physical and intellectual growth of each child in 
a warm and caring atmosphere.  Creativity, self-confidence and curiosity are promoted through the daily 
classroom routine and activities.  Friendships are fostered between children, families and staff through respect, 
sharing, caring and a sense of humor. 
 

Children must be three years of age by December 31, 2012 and be toilet trained in order to be eligible for our 
2013-2014 programs.   
 

Active members of the FCCOG congregation are given priority placement in their class selection provided they 
have submitted an application and deposit by November 9.  Applications must be completed in full and be 
received with full deposit amount in order for a child’s place to be confirmed within a program.  For an 
application, or for more information about enrollment, please call Darla Kohler, Director, at 203-637-5430 or  
email at darlak@fccog.org.  

 

Church member, Elen Sotzing, will be one of the 
vendors at this year’s Preschool Holiday Boutique, 
selling her jewelry and scarves from around the 
world.  In addition, the list of vendors for the event 
includes:  Blue Star Bazaar, Splurge & Splurge Kids, 
PlumGems, Soundview Millworks, Lemonade Nation 
Outfitters, Flamenco, Oscar & Ollie, Pure Play Kids, 
Seaside Delights, Sail to Sable, Snapping Turtle Kids 
Inc., Oliver & Green, Fred, Farm Couture, Nod Hill 
Soap, The Side Door, and Stella & Dot.   
 

Admission to the event is FREE.  For more info 
contact Nikki Glickman at nikperez@yahoo.com. 

 

I ’ D  L I K E  T O  G E T  T H E  M H M  V I A  E M A I L !  
Please let us know if you would like to receive the MHM via email.  

Email barbaraw@fccog.org. 

mailto:darlak@fccog.org
mailto:nikperez@yahoo.com
mailto:barbaraw@fccog.org
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As autumn sets in, we begin to think of families, Thanksgivings, holidays, and all the nostalgia they 
bring.  What do our "families" look like to the mother and father of our faith:  Abraham and 
Sarah?  Each week in November, we are going to use drama and music to tell our story and take a look 
at the story of Abraham and Sarah too...here’s what's happening: 

 

November 11 

Call Me 

We will look at the call and covenant of Abraham and Sarah.  There is also a very cool skit that will be 
acted out using some Dar Williams music...check out Dar here:  www.darwilliams.com.  In fact, every 
week in November will have some Dar music.  As always, there will be art, music, a message and 
everything is designed for all ages, from children to grandparents. 

 

November 18 

Great Expectations 

What did you expect?  Sarah was OLD, could she really have a 
child?  Would this work out, even if she did?  I mean, how does an 
old woman care for a baby?  Find out what happens when God shows 
up!  Whew.  Do we have low expectations?  What do we expect?  For 
what do we wait?  So many questions!  Let's explore them 
together....and we'll use the Dar song: The Babysitter's Here. 

 

November 25 

Great Expectations...that don't go as planned 

We come to this very difficult part of the story.  Abraham is finally given 
the gift of his son and then asked to sacrifice him.  Wow.  Did we expect to 
see this twist?  If we were hearing this story for the first time, would this 
part of the story have made us gasp?  What parts of our own lives make us 
gasp?  What happens when things don't go as expected?  Are we being 
tested?  Another Dar song...this week, it is: When I was a Boy. 

 

December 2 

We are Welcomed Home 

We come to a wonderful and beautiful part of the story of Abraham...Abraham seeking a final resting 
place for Sarah.  We will take a look today at how our families change, through birth and death, 
adoptions and graduations, marriages and divorces; how our families are defined is always 
changing.  To what may we cling for stability?  What reassures us?  What is our foundation?  Is there 
any family that doesn't change?  Beautiful Dar song this week...You're Aging Well. 

http://www.darwilliams.com
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Stop by and enjoy a bit of Maine hospitality and shopping! 

                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL PROCEEDS FROM THIS SALE GO DIRECTLY TO H.O.M.E. 

The Annual  H.O.M.E. Craft Sale 
Saturday, November 17, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Sunday, November 18, 11:00 am - 1:00 pm 

In the Auditorium 

Harvest Sunday - November 18 
One of the most memorable moments in the tradition of First Congregational Church has been 
referred to as the “Sacrament of the Cans,” when everyone in church brings their offering of money 
and food to the platform in the Meetinghouse.  As winter 
approaches and economic conditions continue to be 
difficult for so many (especially after this year’s Hurricane 
Sandy), more and more families need support to put food 
on their tables.  Harvest Sunday gives us an excellent 
opportunity to really make a difference, both locally and 
at a distance.  As in the past, Neighbor to Neighbor in 
Greenwich and H.O.M.E. Co-op in Orland, Maine will 
be the beneficiaries of our food and financial offerings on 
this day.  Any and all donations of food are welcome:  
canned fruit, cereal, dry beans, vegetables, canned meat or fish, and pasta or rice.  The  need is real.  
As an example, Neighbor to Neighbor has seen a twenty-five percent increase in the amount of food 
required to support their growing list of clients.  We are a caring congregation.  Let’s make sure our 
generosity will fill the church with food for the hungry on this day.  Remember, Harvest Sunday is 
November 18.  

Don’t miss this great opportunity for our congregation to support the 
H.O.M.E. community!  

Come see the handmade quilts, Christmas decorations and gifts, woolens, 
pottery, wooden toys, weavings, homemade jams, maple syrup, and much, 

much more! 

 

H.O.M.E. stands for Homeworkers Organized for More Employment and  
is a craft co-operative working with the rural poor in Hancock County, 

Maine.  H.O.M.E.’s efforts to help those in need include the operation of  
a free clinic, a soup kitchen and food bank, homeless shelters, learning  
center with daycare, literacy and GED tutoring, alternative high school  

and college-level programs, and job and craft training. 
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         NOVEMBERB IRTHDAYS  

11/01 Diane Jenkins 

11/01 Anne Almy 

11/01 Chuck Ainsworth 

11/01 Anne Castine 

11/01 Richard Taggart 

11/01 Katherine Kabot 

11/01 Natasha Sibirzeff 

11/02 Thomas Woodman 

11/02 Annabel Marie Enquist 

11/02 Endy Anderson 

11/02 Sarah Mickley 

11/03 Earl Moore Jr 

11/03 Cynthia Servadio 

11/03 Todd Gaulocher 

11/03 Sarah Kramer 

11/04 Lee Watkins 

11/04 Gretchen Almy 

11/04 Richard Almy 

11/04 Stevie Eveland 

11/04 Kendall Witmer 

11/04 Parker Freeman 

11/05 James Starkweather 

11/05 Sally Graham 

11/05 Alexandra Smith 

11/05 Shona Quinn 

11/05 Vasil Golodinskii 

11/05 Anna Wilkinson 

11/06 Richard Mahoney 

11/06 Debra Shaw 

11/06 Holly Wilkinson 

11/06 Meg Stewart 

11/06 Emily Ziac 

11/06 Christopher Tierney 

11/07 Joyce Carlson 

11/07 Kirk Young 

11/07 Deborah Graves 

11/07 Robin Loughman 

11/07 Rebecca Assing 

11/08 Doris Sisley 

11/08 Charles Livingston 

11/08 Sandra Phelps 

11/08 Peter Gurciullo 

11/08 Carson Davis 

11/09 John Leidy 

11/09 Joey Cesare 

11/09 Cole Perry 

11/09 Tessa Laffan 

11/10 Ann Isaacson 

11/10 Mary Jane Penwell 

11/10 Elizabeth Cooper 

11/10 Emma Wilfert 

11/11 Charles Kolb 

11/12 Richard Miller 

11/12 Peter Schay 

11/12 Jerry Carnegie 

11/12 Jennifer DeFazio 

11/12 Allison Millspaugh 

11/13 Susan Alden 

11/13 Paul Ghaffari 

11/13 Griffin Sandberg 

11/13 Hunter Serenbetz 

11/13 Charlie Windels 

11/14 Carol Mawhinney 

11/14 Christine Chao 

11/14 Craig Breismeister 

11/14 Duncan Graham 

11/14 Sam Grunow 

11/15 Cindy Bailey 

11/15 Mark Montgomery 

11/15 Steven Lico 

11/16 Peter Grunow 

11/17 David Silliphant 

11/17 Nathaniel Sadler 

11/17 Suzanna Ryckman 

11/18 Mark Schmidt-Fellner 

11/18 James Thomas 

11/19 Betty Bonsal 

11/19 Gail Lauridsen 

11/19 Peter Sibirzeff 

11/19 Robert LaCivita 

11/19 Matias Healy 

11/19 William Van Rhyn 

11/20 Richard Gilbert 

11/20 Paula Mickley 

11/20 Miran Robarts 

11/20 Rebecca Berlin 

11/20 Avanelle Kelly 

11/20 Thomas Simmons 

11/21 Bill Fossum 

11/21 Judy Goodchild 

11/21 Ann Claps 

11/21 Richard Low 

11/21 Taylor Ware 

11/22 Dennis Humbert 

11/22 Suzanne Dakin 

11/22 Kurt von Holzhausen 

11/22 Kimberly Dempsey 

11/22 Maddie Dunn 

11/23 Kristen Quick 

11/24 Sean Brady 

11/24 Katherine Jacobs 

11/24 Jennifer Provoost 

11/24 Terence Flanagan 

11/25 Maesie Clarkson Wylie 

11/25 Caroline Farriss 

11/25 Taylor Pratt 

11/25 Aydin Rose 

11/26 Harry Culpen 

11/26 Pat Larrabee 

11/27 Sandra McCue 

11/28 Rosina Primo 

11/28 Diana Frazier 

11/28 Michael Russell 

11/28 Ryan Perez 

11/29 Patricia Leibfried 

11/29 Robert Morris 

11/30 George Friend 

11/30 Jenna Benoit 

11/30 Chloe Mackell 

11/30 Samuel Jenkins 

11/30 Sloan Jacoby 

11/30 Caitlyn O'Gorman 

 

 

L ife E vents:   

 
Baptisms: 

 
Landon James Hunter, son of 
Lucinda Seufert-Hunter and 

Barton Hunter  
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

The Church Offices will be closed Thursday, November 22 
and Friday, November 23 for the Thanksgiving Holiday. 

 

      

 

 

Daylight Saving Time ends on  
Sunday, November 4.  

Please remember to turn your 
clocks BACK one hour  

the night before! 
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It’s time again for FCCOG’s Christmas Tree Sale and Volunteers are Needed! 
 

Tree racks will be set up on Saturday, November 17 starting at 9:00 am. 

Trees will arrive on Saturday November 24 at 8:00 am. 

We need strong, eager people to help unload about 550+ trees.  This 
job should take only one hour! 

Our Christmas Tree Sale begins on Saturday, November 24 at 9:00 
am and continues on November 25 and December 1, 2, 8 and 9 or 
until the trees run out!  

Please look at your calendars and see when you can volunteer to help.  
All hands will be greatly appreciated, especially some strong hands for 
some of our bigger trees this year.  

Sign up at Coffee Hour starting Sunday, November 11 or call the 
Church Office at 203-637-1791. 

 

As always, this sale benefits our outreach programs. 

FCCOG Giving Tree 2012 
 

On Harvest Sunday, November 18, our Giving 
Trees will be ready for 
you to find and fill the 
wishes of our friends at 
H.O.M.E. Co-op in 
Orland, Maine and 
Pilgrim Towers in 
Stamford.   
 

In our seventh year of 
bringing holiday 
blessings to these two communities, we thought 
this year we might add a category.  Might you 
know someone  -  an individual or family  -  
who could be added to the list?  It could be a 
neighbor or a close family member but 
someone who otherwise would receive nothing 
or very little unless we gifted them.  

 

 Also, as last year, we need some “Christmas 
Angels” who can help manage this project.  If 
you are available, please let Rosemary Lamie 
(RosemaryL@fccog.org) or Ginny Breismeister 
(GinnyB@fccog.org) know.  The deadline for 
bringing in your gifts is Sunday, December 9. 

Advent Big Event 

Sunday, November 25 

Countdown to Christmas! 
 

For the past few years we have made Advent 
Wreaths to take home.  This year we will have 
the materials available for anyone who has not 
made one in the past and would like to this 
year.  Our main project will be a product that 
will help us count down the days to Advent.  
We will also learn some hymns for Advent 
which may not be as familiar as our Christmas 
carols. Be sure to join us on Sunday, November 
25 for this Big Event! 

mailto:RosemaryL@fccog.org
mailto:GinnyB@fccog.org
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 More All-Church Retreat Photos: 
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The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Ministers:  The Members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Interim Senior Pastor:  Rev. John W. Collins, jcollins@fccog.org  

Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry:  Rev. Mark D. Montgomery, mmontgomery@fccog.org 

Associate Pastor for Communication and Adult Education:  Rev. Daniel B. England, dengland@fccog.org 

Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care:  Rev. Avery C. Manchester, amanchester@fccog.org 

Director of Music:  Dr. Craig Scott Symons, craigs@fccog.org 

Director of Church School:  Rosemary Lamie, rosemaryl@fccog.org 

Director of Membership:  Ginny Breismeister, ginnyb@fccog.org 

Director of Publications::  Barbara Wilkov, barbaraw@fccog.org 

Parish Nurse:  Susan Asselin, RN, susana@fccog.org 

Director of Preschool:  Darla Kohler, darlak@fccog.org 

Pastors Emeriti:  Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Rev. Sally Colegrove 

Director of Music Emeritus: Dr. John Stansell 

  

 
 

Even in the midst  
of devastation from 
Hurricane Sandy, 
there was a sign of 

HOPE. 

Due to Hurricane Sandy, we noticed that a lot of people don’t have their cell phone numbers 
on record with the church.  Please contact Barb Wilkov at barbaraw@fccog.org with your cell 

number so we can more easily get in touch with you in any future emergency. 

http://www.fccog.org/
mailto:jcollins@fccog.org
mailto:darlak@fccog.org
mailto:barbaraw@fccog.org

