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See back cover for more details... 

Stewardship! 
 

  
 

October Is Stewardship Month and 
We Need Your Support More Than Ever! 
As We Walk Together Into A New Future, 

Help Us Revitalize Our Church With 
Generous Support For Our Giving Program. 

 

We Urge You To: 
Come To The Fellowship Dinners.  By Doing So 

You Will Be Part Of The Conversation About Our 
Future, And You’ll Get A Clear Picture Of The 

Financial Needs Of Our Church. 
(See page 10 for more info) 

 

And: 
Look For Our Stewardship Mailing after October 
21.  It Will include an Overview Of Our Program 

And Ask For Your Strong Support For The Coming Year. 

 

Fall Retreat! 

Sunday, October 14 
 

12:30-6:00 pm  
(come for an hour, stay for the day, 

whatever works for you) 
 

Lunch, activities for all ages, trail walking, 
fellowship, closing worship service. 

At the Audubon Society. 

Like  Connect Celebrate  
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Community Homecoming Picnic  - “What I Like About FCCOG” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feeling of Homecoming. 

Sense of community. 

The people. 

 The Ministry. 

 The events. 

Outreach Programs. 

Selling Christmas Trees! 

 Children’s services. 

Have fun with your friends. Everyone is welcoming. 

Part of a family here. 



3 The Meetinghouse Month ly  

 

 
 

 
 
By: Rev. John W. Collins 
 
 
 
Dear friends, 
 

 

If you were to take a look in an unfinished section of your house or apartment, an attic or garage for  

instance, you would notice electrical junction boxes nestled in among the insulation and two-by-fours. 

These junction boxes are bright silver metal or blue plastic and come in various sizes.  Wires running 

from the main power source in your home make their way through the walls and ceilings to these 

boxes where connections are made.  These connections direct the power to light your lights, heat 

your microwave, recharge your iPad and warm your electric blanket. 

 

Now, back in the days before I was ordained, I worked with my brother Tom’s electrical contracting  

company.  We used to install and repair junction boxes.  Sometimes when we opened an existing box, 

a large tangle of wires would pop out.  Tom always called this a “busy box;” lots of connec-

tions….lots of power going in many directions.  If the wires in the “busy box” were loose, the result 

was often no power, or power going to the wrong place.  It was verrry important to get these connec-

tions tight and right so that electricity could flow to all the creative expressions of power in the house. 
 
So….. as we                                    our way into Stewardship Season and the Search Process, I’d like 

you to think of our wonderful church as a “busy box” whose connections direct the power of a deeply 

needed expression of God’s love!  When you stop to consider all the extraordinary ways the power of 

God’s presence is expressed here you begin to realize that belonging here, being connected here, is a 

precious gift.  Each week 10:00 am Worship welcomes and inspires all of us with insightful preach-

ing, the best music around, delightful children’s messages and healing moments of prayer.  Linc at 

5:00 pm on Sunday is a critical step into the future of worship that connects our church family and 

visitors to God in new and creative ways.  Our Church School, Youth Programs, Outreach, The Rum-

mage Room, Confirmation, Bible Study, Caring Pastoral Attention and much, much more, are all 

ways that our First Congregational “busy box” directs God’s loving power to where it’s needed most! 

 

And ...We need you!  We need you to remember what a special church community you belong to.  We 

need you to strongly support this network of God’s Grace in Greenwich.  This October I want you to 

tighten your connection to our special church family.  Come to the Fellowship Dinners, have a voice 

in our Search Process and be strongly generous to our Stewardship Appeal in a few weeks!  By doing 

so you will be blessed, and you will be a channel for God’s power in the world. 
 
 
                                                                                                            
John   
 
 

 
      
 

 
 

Speaking Pastorally 

Like  Connect Celebrate  
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“Musical Notes”  
 

First Music and Arts Unveils Its 2nd Season: 
 

After a very successful inaugural season last year, the new season opens on Sunday, October 21, at 5:00 
pm with How Can I Keep From Singing?, a hymn festival featuring 
familiar hymn arrangements from throughout the church year.  The 
program will include organ and a brass ensemble, and features our 
outstanding Chancel Choir and soloists, all under the direction of Dr. 
Craig Scott Symons.  The audience will get to participate in singing 
some of the great hymns of the church, including The Church’s One 
Foundation, O Come, All Ye Faithful, Jesus Christ is Risen Today, and 
many other favorites. Weaving the hymns together will be some 
background stories on the texts, as well as sacred readings that will 

wrap the entire program into an enjoyable afternoon for everyone in attendance.  This program will also 
serve as the linc worship experience for the day.  

 

Looking ahead to November, we will be hosting a very special program.  The St. Petersburg Men’s 
Ensemble, from St. Petersburg, Russia, will be sharing their vocal 
talents with the Greenwich community on Friday evening, 
November 2 at 8:00 pm.  These four singers, all of whom have 
advanced musical training in their native country, will present a 
varied program of sacred and folk songs from the vast wealth of 
Russian music.  This is certainly a program you will want to attend! 

 

As always, our programs are free to everyone, with a suggested $20 
per person donation to underwrite each program and help sustain 
the series in the future.  If you aren’t able to attend a program, we would certainly welcome your generous 
donation as you support the programs First Music and Arts offers to the tri-state area.  Simply make your 
check out to “First Congregational Church” and mark “First Music” in the memo line and drop it off in 
the office.  It will find its way to the proper account. 

 

Be sure to share our outstanding concerts with your friends, neighbors, and coworkers.  This is an easy 
way to be an “evangelist” and promote the great programs and events First Congregational is able to 
provide to the community.  Look for our full-season brochure in the pamphlet racks around the church in 
the coming weeks! 

 

A New Conference Room! 
While our church buildings are spacious, we are also a very busy place and always 
short of meeting rooms. We’ve converted the office next to John Collins’ office 
into a meeting room for up to 10 people.  Its new name is the Binney Conference 
Room and you may reserve it by calling Donna White at the Church Office (ext. 
14) or emailing her at donnaw@fccog.org.  For everyone’s convenience, it also has an adjacent restroom. 

mailto:donnaw@fccog.org
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                        Flower Donations      
 

Flowers in the Meetinghouse on Sunday mornings are something we all enjoy.  These flowers not only 
beautify our sanctuary, but are given to honor very special people and occasions in our lives.  The reasons for  

donating flowers are many.  In addition to remembering a loved one, you can give flowers in celebration of: 
 

Marriages 

Anniversaries 

Baptisms 

Birthdays 

To say “congratulations” or “thank you.” 
 

Please know that donors can be an individual or a group.  The Chancel Committee invites you to make a 
contribution(s) of flowers this year.  Please consider a Sunday this year when you would like to thank God 
and honor a special person or memorable moment in your life with a gift of flowers.  Just deliver this 
completed form with your check to the Church Office (payable to the First Congregational Church Flower 
Fund) and we’ll take care of the rest!  In advance, thank you. 
 

To Honor or Celebrate:* 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
By: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Enclosed is my check in the amount of $_______________ 
 

(Please print names legibly to minimize spelling errors.) 

 

*After the morning worship has concluded, the blooms are often delivered to shut-ins, hospitals or other facilities 
bringing beauty, healing, and community to those who cannot be physically present in church. If, however, you prefer 
to keep the flowers you have donated, you are most welcome.  Please let us know your preference. 

 

I ’ D  L I K E  T O  G E T  T H E  M H M  V I A  E M A I L !  
Please let us know if you would like to receive the MHM via email.  

Email barbaraw@fccog.org. 

mailto:barbaraw@fccog.org
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From the Parish Nurse… Flu Vaccine Season  

by Sue Asselin, RN 

 
Once again this year the Wellness Committee is pleased to offer seasonal influenza vaccines right here at church.  Flu 
Vaccine Clinics are on Sundays in October (while supplies last) after the morning Worship Service (11:00—11:45 am).  
Flu shots are also available Sunday evenings after the linc service upon request (look for Sue Asselin, Parish Nurse, in 
Room 203).  Vaccines are given first-come, first-served to those who bring payment of $30 cash or check to “FCCOG.”  

 

WHY get vaccinated?  Consider getting the influenza vaccine in order to protect yourself and your loved ones from 
getting the flu. For some of us the flu is uncomfortable and inconvenient, but for others (the very young, the very old, 
and the already ill), it can be life-threatening.  The Center for Disease Control (CDC) offers these facts to encourage us 
to be immunized:  Each year influenza results in over 200,000 hospitalizations and thousands of deaths in the United 
States, primarily in people under 2 years old or over 65 years old.  If you fall somewhere in the middle of these age 
groups, consider getting immunized to protect others that you come in contact with. 

 

WHAT is the vaccine?  There are 2 types of influenza vaccines; an injectable “flu shot” and a nasal-spray vaccine.  The 
flu shot is the most common form and is approved for most people over 6 months old.  The nasal-spray vaccine is 
approved for a much more limited population.  Each year the vaccine contains the three most common strains of flu for 
the year, determined by the CDC, the World Health Organization, and the U.S. Food and Drug Administration.  We 
are offering the injectable vaccine at FCCOG. 

 

WHO should get vaccinated?  There is plenty of supply this year and the CDC recommends that all people over 6 
months old get vaccinated, but it is especially important for the following people: 

Anyone with a chronic health condition, including heart disease, lung disease, asthma, 
diabetes, anemia, kidney disease, liver disease, cancer, HIV/AIDS. 

Women who will be pregnant during the flu season (November-May). 

Household contacts of children under 6 months or high risk people (listed above). 

Health care workers. 

Very few people should not get the flu vaccine.  Speak to your doctor if you have had an allergic reaction to eggs or to a 
previous influenza vaccine, or if you have a history of Guillain-Barre Syndrome.  If you have a fever, postpone your 
immunization until you are well. 

 

WHEN should I get vaccinated?  Vaccination is recommended from now through November, but it is still beneficial 
anytime during the flu season, which runs from November to May, and usually peaks in January or February.  After 
vaccination, it takes about 2 weeks to develop immunity to the flu, which lasts up to a year. 

 

WHERE should I get vaccinated?  For Greenwich residents with Medicare insurance, the flu shot is offered at no charge 
to you at the Town of Greenwich clinics, beginning with the Senior Health Fair on October 4.  Updated information 
on the town clinic schedule is recorded on the Flu Information Line at 203-622-3774.  Your doctor’s office can also bill 
Medicare for the vaccination.  Young people under the age of 18 should see their private physicians.  Here at First 
Congregational Church, we will offer the vaccine to people at least 18 years of age for a fee of $30.  We are unable to 
bill insurances, but would be happy to provide a receipt. 

 

WHAT else can be done to avoid the flu?  The flu vaccine protects against the three most prevalent seasonal flu strains, 
but there are others.  And, whether we’re talking about the flu or a cold, some good habits are advisable for all seasons.  
Wash your hands frequently, cover your cough, use and dispose of tissues carefully, stay home when sick, and teach kids 
to do the same. 

 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions. I am in Room 203 on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Sundays.  With 
vaccines, prudent practices, and the grace of God, may you have an uneventful flu season. 
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Church Committee and Board of Trustees  

Q & A about FCCOG 
with Senior Deacon Paul Olmsted and Trustees Chair Chris Hartwell 

 

Q: How does the Church choose Scripture readers and ushers?  Can anyone do it?  How do you apply? 
 

A: The Church encourages all its members to participate in worship services to the greatest extent possible.  
Reading Scripture and ushering are two of the most important ways to participate, and we are always 
looking for more help with those roles.  

 

 We need two members to read Scripture at each worship service.  Our preference is to have one youth 
and one adult on each Sunday.  There is no requirement to read on any given rotation schedule, or any 
given number of times.  If you are interested in reading Scripture, please contact Peter Schay, 
pschay@schay.com or (203) 698-1979. 

 

 We generally need four to six ushers for each worship service.  Most of our regular ushers are adults, but 
we heartily welcome youth members who would like to join us.  The tasks are simple and can be 
explained by the head usher just before the service.  Appropriate church attire is requested.  We try to 
assemble teams of ushers so that each member is responsible for ushering approximately once per month, 
but each member’s schedule can be very flexible.  If you would like to contribute to our worship services 
by ushering, please contact Bobby Littlefield, bobbylitt@aol.com or (203) 967-3341. 

 

Q: What is the current status of our stewardship results for 2012?  And what about our efforts and 
outlook for 2013? 

 

A:  The 2012 pledges are coming in on schedule and we expect to receive over $900,000 this year.  The 
average pledge held up well this year, but the number of pledging families showed a small decline.  The 
Stewardship Committee is developing a presentation that explains our pledge goal for the coming year, 
which is to step back up to over $1 million in pledges.  For our members who pledged less than $2,500 
this year, we are asking for an increase of at least $250 for 2013; for those who pledged more than 
$2,500, we are asking for an increase of 10%, or more if possible.  We also plan to implement these 
initiatives, and will also explain clearly where our stewardship dollars go, in a series of presentations to be 
made this month. 

 

Q: Will the Church Committee and Board of Trustees hold another benefit event similar to Swing into 
Spring in 2013? 

 

 The 2012 Swing into Spring benefit was a wonderful community-building event organized by a 
volunteer committee headed by Prill Meyer and Nanette Laffan.  It brought us all together at a critical 
juncture, and raised over $40,000 to help support important Church programs threatened by budgetary 
constraints.  Its success was made possible by many hours of hard work by the members of the volunteer 
committee.  The Church Committee and Board of Trustees have not yet considered instituting a spring 
benefit event as a regular feature of our stewardship and parish life programs, and the Stewardship 
Committee is presently focusing all of its efforts on the annual pledge campaign that accounts for 90 to 
95 percent of our member support.  If you would like to be involved in considering and planning 
possible future benefit events, please contact Chris Hartwell or Paul Olsted.  

 

Email your Questions to Paul at olmstedp@sbcglobal.net; or Chris at clhartwell@mac.com. 

mailto:pschay@schay.com
mailto:bobbylitt@aol.com
mailto:olmstedp@sbcglobal.net
mailto:clhartwell@mac.com
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News from The Rummage Room:  
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich   
 
AUGUST:  The Rummage Room's total sales for the 48th Reopening Day held August 27 was 
$11,333.11.  The total for opening week was $22,292.54 ... up $2,451.95 from last year.   The opening 
week revenue contributes heavily to the funds distributed each year through The Women's Fellowship's 
Allocation Committee to women and children's organizations in the area, nationally, and 
internationally.  The amount donated from 2011 was $172,000.  As always, this would be impossible 
without you, our donors, shoppers, volunteers, manager Maria Drieghe 
and staff, and we thank you for your continuing support. 
 
SEPTEMBER:  Sales were up for the month and donations plentiful. 
The Rummage Room manager and staff are in planning mode getting 
ready for the three months of Holidays ... Halloween, Thanksgiving and 
Christmas.  
 
OCTOBER:  The Halloween shop opens on Monday, October 1 at 
10:00 am with costumes and decorations for the entire family.  When 
you come in to shop and donate, don't miss the award-winning 
Halloween windows designed by manager, Maria Drieghe and assistant 
manager, Nancy Hamilton; decorated with items gleaned entirely from 
your donations.  The windows are amazing year after year! 
 

MANAGER MARIA'S WISH LIST:  Halloween costumes and 
decorations; small furniture. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION:  Monday through Friday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm, and on Saturday, 10:00 am 
to 1:00 pm.   Donations received 9:30 am Monday through Thursday, and on Friday and Saturday, 10:00 
am to 12:30 pm.  Please do not leave donations when the shop is closed.   

 

Cory Booker, Mayor, Newark NJ:    
Before you speak to me about your religion, first show it to me in how you treat other people.  Before you tell me 
how much you love your God, show it to me in how much you love all His children. 
 

 

Needed:  Drivers for Pilgrim Towers Van 
 

Are you between the ages of 26 and 75 and have three hours to drive the Pilgrim Towers van for low-income 
senior citizens? (It’s a soccer-mom's van, not commercial.)  Residents need rides to appointments and local 
errands around Stamford.  First Congregational Church has supported Pilgrim 
Towers for more than forty years in numerous ways and the residents are truly 
grateful for our generosity.  You'll make new friends and you will be truly 
appreciated.  If you would like to give three hours now and then to Pilgrim Towers, 
located at 25 Washington Street in Stamford, please contact Dr. Gilda Orwasher, 
LCSW, ABD, the Social Services Coordinator, at gilda0@aol.com  or 203-324-2327.  You'll be glad you did!  

mailto:gilda0@aol.com
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Bible Study 
 

“I Don't Go to Bible Study So I'm Not Going to Read This"  
 

The Bible Study will be meeting every week in October, including a special Bible Study (not 2 Corinthians) 
offered at the Church Retreat at the Audubon Society.  If the numbers keep growing, we may have to find 
larger quarters or have George put on an extension to the Lounge.  For those who don't know, we meet in 
the Lounge at 11:20 am on Sundays and are done at 12:30 sharp (ouch!).  We're studying 2 Corinthians 
this fall, a fascinating and compelling book that is more who-dun-it than Sunday School.  It is full of real 
intrigue, shady characters, potential assassinations and a world of hurt and love.  Forget New Jersey, these 
are desperate Corinthians.  No previous Bible knowledge needed but plenty to be gained.  C'mon, it's 
October.  Time to get serious.  Led by Dan England.  

 

Book Corner 
 

Avery Manchester’s recommendations for good reading: 

  

1. Healing the Heart of Democracy by Parker Palmer.  This is THE book for October.  
Palmer is one of our most able educators and this book could be very important as we 
prepare for  the upcoming elections.  Palmer also wrote The Courage to Teach. 

  

2. When I Was a Child I Read Books by Marilynne Robinson who also wrote Gilead.  
This is an excellent collection of essays about life, the world and faith.  Robinson is a 
national treasure and her essay on Moses is incredible. 

 

Enjoy the inspiration and instruction of these great books.  More to follow but 
inspiration in it all.     

 

Interested in Learning about Joining the Church? 
 

Our next New Member Class will be held on Sunday, October 21, 2012 at 
11:15 am in the Senior Pastor’s Office.  It will last approximately two hours 
and will include lunch.  (Child care will be provided.)  During the class, 
prospective new members will have the opportunity to hear about the history 
and faith of our denomination, the United Church of Christ, and to learn 
more about our church and meet the clergy as well as staff.  Attending does 
not obligate you to join but we hope that this time together will strengthen 
you on the journey of faith.  Please feel welcome to join us.  We will receive 
new members on Sunday,  October 28 during the 10:00 am Worship Service.  
For questions or to indicate your interest in attending, please contact John 
Collins at jcollins@fccog.org or Ginny Breismeister at ginnyb@fccog.org.  

mailto:dyoung@fccog.org
mailto:ginnyb@fccog.org


10  The Meetinghouse Month ly  

 

  

Fellowship Dinners: 
 

There is still some room available at three of our Fellowship Dinner sites. 
 

To reserve your spot, please choose a date and call 203-637-1791 (ext. 14) OR email 
the Church Office (donnaw@fccog.org).  All dinners are from 6:30 - 8:30 pm.  
 

THE AVAILABLE DINNERS ARE: 

    

Thursday, October 4  - At the home of Paul and Cara Olmsted (Closes October 2) 

Thursday, October 11 - At the home of Lesley and Eric Schless 

Thursday, October 18 - At the home of Christopher and Olga Hartwell 
 

   

 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE at FCCOG 
 

Saturday, October 6 - 8:00 am to 1:00 pm 
 

Co-sponsored by the Wellness Committee and the Women’s Fellowship, FCCOG-hosted blood drives 
are a favorite among blood drive connoisseurs.  We are known for our attention to details like live 
piano music and homemade devilled eggs.  Please consider helping by donating blood or refreshments. 
 

One donated unit of blood can save up to three lives in our local hospitals.  If 
you are 17 or older (no upper age limit) and in good health, you are probably 
eligible.  To assure adequate staffing from the blood center in Farmington and 
to help with a smoother flow of donors, please call 1-800-GIVE LIFE to make 
an appointment to donate. 
 

If you can help by bringing prepared food, please call Betsy Kreuter at 203-
698-3016 or look for the sign-up board in Coffee Hour on Sundays or in the reception area on 
weekdays.  Deviled eggs and finger sandwiches are particularly appreciated.  Thank you in advance for 
being a blessing to our community and beyond.  

mailto:donnaw@fccog.org
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WHAT IS A CHURCH SCHOOL BIG EVENT?? 
 

A “Big Event” is a gathering of all our children from 4 years old to 5th grade in the Daniels Center. (Young 

people 12 years and older are always needed to help.)  Not necessarily a BIG event, this one room school-

house format is usually scheduled on a Sunday when the Greenwich Public Schools and most other schools 

our children attend have a long weekend.  The theme of the day is often seasonally related and can involve a 

mission or outreach activity.  On Sunday, October 7, the “Big Event” will answer the question "What is a re-

treat and why would a kid want to go to one?"  We will make some pretty crafty things for the All-Church 

Retreat which will be at the Audubon on October 14. 

 

4TH and 5TH GRADES GOING TO PILGRIM TOWERS 
 

This is the 5th year the Church School will continue its outreach program for 

the residents of Pilgrim Towers, a UCC sponsored 75 unit apartment building 

for seniors in Stamford.  Over these years, our children have shared meals, 

celebrated holidays, played games, sung songs and planted gardens with their 

new friends.  This year our 4th and 5th graders will visit on October 28 accom-

panied by Rosemary Lamie, the teachers and some parent chaperones.  The 

theme will be Hospitality and Halloween.  Families will receive more details soon. 

 

What is the Church School Task Force?  Who are the New Members? 

Would you be our Youth Representative? 
 

The Church School Task Force are parents of current and former Church School children who assist the 

Church School Director to develop programs and coordinate special events in our children's church life be-

yond Sunday morning. They are also a support team for our teachers on Sunday morning and serve as liaisons 

between parents and teachers. Together they respond to the current needs of our faith formation program 

and the concerns of our families.  Many members of the Task Force have served for several years, including 

Laura Pugliese and Paul and Diane Kretschmann, but last year we added two high school members – Margo 

Teeters, now a senior in high school and Kendall Witmer who graduated and is at college now. (Go Michigan!) 

So we would love to have a current High School junior join us for a two year term to keep us grounded and 

realistic about our children.  New parent members this year are Sarah Schneider, Karen Vissicchio and  

Colleen Alfano. The Task Force also sponsors the Advent Craft Workshop, the Bible Breakfast and the Big 

Events throughout the year. 

 

 

Colleen and her family 

  Sarah and her youngest child 

  Karen and her youngest child 
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                        Youth News 
 
 

Our Junior High Youth and our Senior High Youth kicked off again in September!  Yay!  We are in for a 
fantastic year.  What are the specific programs targeted to you???  Take a look below at what is happening and 
join us! 
 

Weekly 
 

10:15 am: “676” - A learning opportunity for those in 6th, 7th and 8th grades.  This takes  
place during the Church School time on Sunday mornings. 

 5:00 pm: linc - Come support other Youth and their leaders as they make our linc service 
happen. 

 6:00 pm: Y! - Both our Junior High Group and our Senior High Youth Group will meet  
every Sunday night at 6:00 pm for a time of fellowship.  Though we may start  
together as one group, we will also have time together as two separate groups  
(Junior and Senior High).  On October 7, you will get more specific information 
about what will happen in the month of October. 

 

Special Events Coming up this Semester 
 

October: All-Church Retreat (14th, put it on your calendar). 
November: Harvest Sunday (Worship) 

 Youth Days at the Christmas Tree Sale (Service) 
December: Christmas Carol Sing and Dinner (Play) 

  Christmas Caroling (Play and Service) 
 Christmas Eve (Worship) 

 

Find us on Facebook and LIKE the page! 

We're now on Twitter @FCCOGCT 

Visit our new Forum and start a conversation. 

  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church-of-Greenwich/193405407368230?sk=wall
https://twitter.com/FCCOGCT
http://www.fccog.org/forum/
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Women’s Fellowship 

 

Nights Off  
Save the Date  -  Sunday, October 28! 

 

Nights Off will be hosting a chili and macaroni and cheese dinner immedi-
ately following the Linc Service on Sunday, October 28 in the Auditorium. 
All ladies of the Church are welcome to join Nights Off  in helping to serve. 
For more information or to sign up to volunteer, please call Shirley Flierl at 
203-629-4939 or email her at FBTworld@aol.com (with “Nights Off” in the subject).  Ad-
ditional information will follow in upcoming Sunday bulletins.  
 

News from the Kettle Quilters:  Friendship Quilt for Michelle and David Young 

 

As your children are back in school or off to college you have 
no more excuses.  Come and join us and help us with the 
quilting.  Never quilted before?  No worries, we’ll teach you. 
Try it; you’ll like it! 

 

(The name of the "workers" will be listed on the back of the 
quilt).   

 

Join us in Room 203 (next to the kitchen) Mondays from 9:00 am to 12 noon or 
Tuesdays 7:30 pm to 9:00 pm 

 

TAI CHI FITNESS with Luis Duarte  

 

All are welcome!  Improve your balance, 
health and well being.  Come and 

experience the many 
wonderful benefits of Tai 
Chi and Qi Gong exercises.  
Classes are held on 
Wednesdays at 8:00 am and 
Thursdays at 9:00 am.  
Only $7 per class if paid by 

the month, and $8 per class for “drop 
ins.”   Join us!   You’ll love it! 

 

Attention Medicare Enrollees: 
 

The Medicare Part D prescription drug 
insurance open enrollment is October 
15 to December 7.  Call 
your Parish Nurse, Sue 
Asselin, at extension 21 if 
you have any questions or 
would like to receive 
counseling including 
navigating the Medicare website to 
determine your options. 

mailto:FBTworld@aol.com
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First Congregational Church Preschool  
 

 

Open Enrollment for 2013-2014 Programming 

October 1, 2012-November 9, 2012 
 

First Church Preschool offers an active preschool experience for children ages 3 through 5 years.  We also offer 
a Pre-K Program for children who are eligible to start kindergarten but would benefit by delaying starting a 
kindergarten program. 
 

At First Church Preschool we encourage the social, emotional, physical and intellectual growth of each child in 
a warm and caring atmosphere.  Creativity, self-confidence and curiosity are promoted through the daily 
classroom routine and activities.  Friendships are fostered between children, families and staff through respect, 
sharing, caring and a sense of humor. 
 

Children must be three years of age by December 31, 2012 and be toilet trained in order to be eligible for our 
2013-2014 programs.   
 

Active members of the FCCOG congregation are given priority placement in their class selection provided they 
have submitted an application and deposit by November 9.  Applications must be completed in full and be 
received with full deposit amount in order for a child’s place to be confirmed within a program.  For an 
application, or for more information about enrollment, please call Darla Kohler, Director, at 203-637-5430 or  
email at darlak@fccog.org.  

First Church Preschool Fundraisers—Mark these on your calendar! 
 

First Ever Kid Stuff and More Coupon Savings Book Fundraiser:  Begins the week of September 17.   
Kid Stuff Coupon Books sell for $25 each but families quickly save more than the cost 
of the book with great coupons for shopping, family activities, and food!  In fact, they 
can save hundreds of dollars at local businesses and national chains.  The best part is 
that our preschool earns 50% profit (or more) for every book sold.  If you would like 
more information about our Kid Stuff Coupon Book fundraiser or would like to place 
an order for one  -  or, two, they make great gifts!  -  please contact Darla Kohler:  
darlak@fccog.org. 

 

Family Portraits with Jamie Collins Photography at Binney Park:  October 13, 14 and 21.   
A fantastic opportunity to get creative and captivating images of your family.  See more of 
the artist’s work at www.jamiecollinsphotography.com. Session fees are $85 and 100% of 
the fee goes directly to support our preschool.  For more info and to set up an appointment, 
please contact Jenny Allen:  Jennifer.allen01@yahoo.com or Laura Richey:  
laurarichey@yahoo.com. 

 

Preschool Holiday Boutique and Silent Auction:  Wednesday, November 7, 1:00 - 9:00 pm.  
A variety of fantastic, unique goods and services will be up for bids.  If you have items you would like to 
contribute for the Silent Auction, or if you have questions about this event, please contact Nikki 
Glickman: nikperez@yahoo.com. 

mailto:darlak@fccog.org
mailto:darlak@fccog.org
http://www.jamiecollinsphotography.com
mailto:Jennifer.allen01@yahoo.com
mailto:laurarichey@yahoo.com
mailto:nikperez@yahoo.com
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Welcome Confirmation Class of 2013 
 

We had a fantastic meeting with Confirmands and their parents during September.  If you 
missed that meeting, no need to fear.  You can still get the information shared and be a part of 
our Confirmation program this year.  Here’s a reminder of what is happening in October.  It’s 
a FULL month, so get ready!  Just a reminder that Tuesday evening classes are from 7:00-8:15 
pm (includes learning time and classroom discussion), while those on Sundays are 5:00-6:15 
pm (includes linc worship service and follow-up discussion after). 

 

Tuesday, October 9          7:00-8:15 PM   Welcome to Confirmation 

 

Sunday, October 14          1:00-5:00 PM Volunteer, Participate and Worship 
  during our All-Church Retreat. 

 

Friday-Sunday, October 19-21 All Weekend Confirmation Retreat at 

  Silver Lake 

 

Tuesday, October 23         7:00-8:15 PM Retreat Re-Cap and “In the 

 Beginning: a look at the Pentateuch” – 
 Not exciting???  Oh, but it is!  = ) 

 

October 28         5:00-6:15 PM Maybe it’s because of the musical, 

 Maybe it’s because it’s a just a great 
 story, but come hear more about Joseph 
 and his uncanny ability to interpret 
 dreams. 

 

MARK MONTGOMERY WELCOMES THE NEW 
CONFIRMATION CLASS AND THEIR PARENTS! 

This year’s class of 30 high school students will be 

confirmed in May, 2013 but between now and 

then they have a journey to take.  Classes, worship, 

fun and discernment will be on their agenda.  

Assisting Mark will be Rick Woodman, who has 

helped lead our confirmands for over 25 years (!), 

Barbara Fortunato, who was part of an FCCOG 

confirmation class a few years ago as an adult, Mark 

Mohn, who has a strong devotion to our church 

and Rosemary Lamie, the Church School Director.  
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Getting RE-Connected – linc in October 
 

linc has launched again during the month of September and now we are off and running.  The Church 
Committee, The linc Launch Team and the staff hope that you will find ways to help us grow this 
worship service.  Whether it is through your attendance, your volunteering, your invitation to others to 
be a part of the service, your financial support, your prayers…however you can support linc, please do 
so.  If there are ideas that you have, please let Mark Montgomery know and he can pass these along to 
the linc Launch team. 

 

linc meets every Sunday at 5:00 pm.  Usually, we will meet in the Auditorium, though occasionally we 
shake that up too and head outside or into the Lounge! 

 

Here’s what’s happening at linc in October: 

 

October 7: “The New Creation” 

We will take a look at the fall from grace as told about Adam and Eve.  
Why did the fall happen?  How do we overcome it?  Gathering under  
the Tree of Life, we will pray, remember, dream and create. 

 

October 14:  “Living in the Midst of a New Creation” 

In one of the most beautiful settings of God’s creation, we will gather at 
the Audubon Society of Greenwich for an all-church retreat (beginning 
at 1:00 pm) that will culminate with our linc worship service.  The 
service itself, weather permitting, will be outside so that we may 
experience God’s creation first-hand.  Bring a chair and a blanket and  
get ready for some camp songs and s'mores. 

 

October 21 

Yet again we will gather under the Tree of Life in the Auditorium and  
we will look at the stories of the two trees in the garden of Eden….we 
will also look at 3 other trees in a bit of familiar folklore. 

 

October 28 

Have you ever had a wild dream?  Did it worry you?  Exhilarate you?  
We are going to read about, hear about, and dream about the story of 
Joseph and his uncanny ability to interpret dreams. 
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HUNGER MISSION TEAM UPDATE 

 

It’s that time of year again as we return from the summer months to the quickened pace of our lives in 
the church and community.  Our hope is that all are refreshed and ready to engage, once again, in the 
good work of serving the needs of hunger in our community. 

 

There are many opportunities for you to contribute to fighting hunger: 

 

Sign up to cook for the Soup Kitchen:  The first Monday of every month a dedicated 
team from First Congregational Church serves chili to over 120 people at the New 
Covenant House for Hospitality in Stamford.  In support of this effort, the Hunger 
Mission Team reaches out for volunteers to cook the chili and prepare salad the 
weekend before.  It is a wonderful experience for families, friends, Church School 
classes, or girl scout/boy scout troops.  If you are interested in signing up a team to 
cook, please email  fccoghungermission@gmail.com.  Tom Mahoney has graciously 
agreed to take on the role of Soup Kitchen Shopping and Cooking Coordinator.  
Please help to make this an easy job for Tom by signing up to shop/cook.  For those of you who have 
done this before, you know the joy of this service. 

* WE ARE CURRENTLY IN NEED OF A TEAM FOR THIS DECEMBER * 

 If you are interested in rallying a team to shop and cook, please email  
Tom Mahoney at fccoghungermission@gmail.com. 

 
Contribute food each week through our collection barrel, located at the back of the Meetinghouse:    

Adding a few items to your weekly grocery store visit will make a significant difference 
at Neighbor to Neighbor.  A list of needed items is listed below.  If you would like to 
receive an email each Thursday to remind you of the items needed at Neighbor to 
Neighbor, send an email to fccoghungermissionteam@gmail.com with “WEEKLY 
EMAIL” in the subject and we will send you a brief reminder each Thursday. 

 * ITEMS CURRENTLY IN NEED AT NEIGHBOR TO NEIGHBOR * 

Cereal 

Oatmeal 

Pasta Sauce 

Dried Beans (Kidney and Black) 

100% Juice 

Canned Tomatoes 

Peanut Butter (No larger than 28 oz please) 

Jelly 

mailto:fccoghungermission@gmail.com
mailto:fccoghungermission@gmail.com
mailto:fccoghungermissionteam@gmail.com
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         OCTOBERB IRTHDAYS  

10/01 James Dow 

10/01 Glendon Breismeister 

10/02 Richard Hermance 

10/02 Mary Maarbjerg 

10/02 Shawn Asselin 

10/02 Thomas Kimberlin 

10/03 Anne Mallory 

10/03 Dean Zikria 

10/03 Jennifer Catanzaro 

10/03 Taylor Griffin 

10/04 Nicole Fossum Vardakas 

10/05 James Richmond 

10/05 Caroline Kelly 

10/06 Lynn White Montanari 

10/06 Gary Riddell 

10/06 Katie Riley 

10/07 Hermine Brindak 

10/07 Ann Gaulocher 

10/07 Lori White 

10/08 Nancy McLarnan 

10/08 Kevin Kimberlin 

10/08 Virginia Rose 

10/08 Dan Mackell 

10/08 Allison Coleman 

10/08 Frederick Lorthioir 

10/09 Donald Freeman III 

10/09 Nan Snyder 

10/09 Andrea Woodman 

10/10 Eileen Medvey 

10/10 Mary Ferry 

10/10 Yanna Saari 

10/10 Theodore Hoster 

10/10 Eileen Houseknecht 

10/10 Valerie McHugh 

10/10 Ann Carey 

10/10 Marcie Molloy 

10/10 Kate Wilfert 

10/10 Nicole Wheaton 

10/10 Kendall Schrohe 

10/11 Robert MacLea 

10/11 Robert Wolfe 

10/11 Barbara Van Buren 

10/11 Joyce Ferris 

10/11 Jan Gelb 

10/11 Christina Olson 

10/11 Sara Davidson 

10/11 Christian Montalvo 

10/11 Charlie Teeters 

10/11 James Perry 

10/11 Kieran Mackay 

10/11 Julia Shrier 

10/12 Monique Christensen 

10/13 Kenneth Olson 

10/13 Luke Koppenheffer 

10/14 Meghan Brady Bok 

10/14 Anne Wachsman 

10/14 Lesly Merlin 

10/14 Casey Crawford 

10/15 Rex Howland 

10/15 Jennie Olmsted 

10/16 Marcia Livingston 

10/16 Anne Low 

10/16 Gunnar Klintberg 

10/16 Andy Taylor 

10/16 Elizabeth Mackell 

10/16 Max Dunn 

10/16 Melanie Pfetsch 

10/17 Benito Menegon 

10/17 Peter Flierl 

10/17 John Gelb 

10/17 Jean Reed 

10/17 Daniel Taylor 

10/18 Stephen Pierson 

10/18 Jerry White 

10/18 Colette Rogers 

10/18 Reed Brady 

10/18 Emmett Witmer 

10/19 Paul Cioffari 

10/19 Charles Leigh 

10/19 Thomas Hoffman 

10/20 Sue Asselin 

10/20 Kendrick Ng-Yow 

10/21 George Handley 

10/21 Anne Mackell 

10/21 Jos Shaver 

10/21 James Kendrick 

10/21 Elizabeth Kruger 

10/21 Hope Hicks 

10/22 Patricia Schay 

10/22 Alec Berman 

10/22 Jorn Simonsen 

10/22 Susan Heidere 

10/22 David Condon 

10/22 Nicole Healy 

10/22 Lisa Phyfe 

10/23 Paul Pacent 

10/23 Christopher Thomas 

10/23 Poppy Mikell 

10/24 Alison Clausi 

10/25 Randy Freeman 

10/25 Morgan Bennett 

10/26 Robert Goodchild 

10/26 John Windels 

10/26 Terence Flanagan 

10/26 Owen White 

10/27 Lois Berlin 

10/27 Michael Servadio 

10/27 Sara Baker 

10/27 Sam Crihfield 

10/27 Brooke Cantwell 

10/27 Jackson Dell'Abate 

10/27 Joshua Erickson 

10/28 Kadria Sadik-Khan 

10/28 Campbell Johnson 

10/28 Thomas Glover 

10/29 Peter Kutzen 

10/30 Eamon McHugh 

10/30 William Mackay 

10/31 Cal Jacobs 

 

 

L ife E vents:   

 
Births: 

Conor Allard Doyle, son of Susan 
Bonney Doyle and Sean Doyle  

 
Baptisms: 

Langley Anne Mallett,  
daughter of Lenore Morrow  

Mallett and Marc M. Mallett 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 

Office Volunteers Still Needed  
 

The First Congregational Church receptionist position is  
handled by a wonderful group of dedicated volunteers.   
 

√  Do you enjoy a vibrant, warm working environment with good 
    hours and friendly co-workers? 

√  Do you have a couple of hours a week that you could donate to the  
    church? 
 

If so, would you please consider becoming a substitute receptionist? All 
of our regular slots are filled, but we are still in need of a few to fill in on 
occasion. Please call Senior Administrative Assistant, Donna White at 
203-637-1791 ext. 14 if you are interested.  M/F - an equal volunteer 
opportunity - we look forward to hearing from you! 
 



19 The Meetinghouse Month ly  

 

 
 
 
 

H 
O 
M 
E 
C 
O 
M 
I 
N 
G      
  

______________________________________________ 

FCCOG Day at Neighbor to Neighbor 
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Be Sure to Join Us!    October 14, starting at 12:30 pm. Come for some food, 

fun, fellowship and stay for linc worship at 5:00 pm.  You 

don’t need to stay for the entire afternoon, but you’re 

welcome to!  There will be lots to do, including: 
 

* TaiChi   * Bible Study with Dan   * Guided Audubon Tour 

* Special Children's Activities      * Hiking the Trails    

* Peter Gurciullo's Famous Mac & Cheese!   

* Audubon Scavenger Hunt    

* Face Painting 

* Field Games     

* Guitar Picking Circle    

* Lake Front Activity 

* Worship Planning      

* linc at 5 PM  

 

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Ministers:  The Members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Interim Senior Pastor:  Rev. John W. Collins, jcollins@fccog.org  

Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry:  Rev. Mark D. Montgomery, mmontgomery@fccog.org 

Associate Pastor for Communication and Adult Education:  Rev. Daniel B. England, dengland@fccog.org 

Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care:  Rev. Avery C. Manchester, amanchester@fccog.org 

Director of Music:  Dr. Craig Scott Symons, craigs@fccog.org 

Director of Church School:  Rosemary Lamie, rosemaryl@fccog.org 

Director of Membership:  Ginny Breismeister, ginnyb@fccog.org 

Director of Publications::  Barbara Wilkov, barbaraw@fccog.org 

Parish Nurse:  Susan Asselin, RN, susana@fccog.org 

Director of Preschool:  Darla Kohler, darlak@fccog.org 

Pastors Emeriti:  Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Rev. Sally Colegrove 

Director of Music Emeritus: Dr. John Stansell 

  

  
 

The Lord God Made Them All   
  
All things bright and beautiful, 
All creatures great and small, 

All things wise and wonderful: 
The Lord God made them all. 

http://www.fccog.org/
mailto:jcollins@fccog.org
mailto:darlak@fccog.org

