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Mark your calendars... 
Homecoming Sunday is 

September 18! 

Our Visioning Process  
 

See page 2 for more photos of    
our first two sessions, “History & 

Traditions” and “Visioning.”   
 

Be sure to join us in the fall for our 
third, and final session, “Pathways,” 

where we will begin to answer    
the question of how we get to the 

place we want to be as a 
congregation. This is                   
an exciting process! 

is it an  
 

 

 

 

See page 5    

acronym
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Speaking Pastorally…  
 

Wow - a lot has been happening in the life of our church these days!  
Yesterday (Sunday, June 26) was especially exciting as we held our 
second Visioning Session in the Auditorium following worship.  
Over 60 people gathered to share in a process of focusing on priori-
ties and perspectives for our future.  The process was highly partici-
patory and the conversations were rich with ideas.  To all who were 
able to give the two hours, thank you! 
 

This experience came two weeks following our History and Tradi-
tion session, when we “re-discovered” some of our incredible history 
as a congregation and denomination.  The first gathering allowed us 
to sense where we’ve been and who we’ve been historically – and to 
individually see how we fit in and contribute to the legacy of our 
church.  Out of that we are now considering, “what kind of a 
church do we want to be going forward?”  “What of our current life 
and identity do we want to continue and strengthen?”  And, “What 
more do we want to become as God’s faithful people?”  In different 
ways, these were the questions we explored yesterday and they are 
questions worth pondering in the coming weeks as well. 
 

If you were unable to attend and would like to have input in help-
ing to shape the future vision for our church going forward, please 
send me an email with your ideas, thoughts and suggestions about 
anything relating to the life and ministry of our congregation.  My 
address is:  dyoung@fccog.org.  Or you may go to our blog site spe-
cifically set up to receive input and share your thoughts there:                                 
http://fccog.blogspot.com.  Your voice matters and multiple per-
spectives add to the richness of our life  together.  So, please share 
your dreams and hopes for the future of our church – you really can 
make a difference! 
 

Later this summer, once all the responses have been gathered – we 
will begin putting things together into a vision statement to provide 
guidance for the next few years.  Priorities can be set and we will be 
able to align human and financial resources in ways that can propel 
us forward with intentionality and focus. 
 

When we work and share together, it is amazing what God can and 
will do through us.  Thanks for caring so much about this portion 
of Christ’s body – your participation in large and small ways adds 
up and enables us to do so much for each other and beyond our 
walls – all in the spirit and way of Christ. 
 

Our third and final session will be scheduled in the early fall and 
will be called Pathways.  It will be a time to see how our vision 
might be put into reality and what we need to do and be going for-
ward.   This is such an exciting process – and, again, many thanks 
to all who have participated and for those who will in the future.  
For as the Apostle Paul reminds us, “Now you are the body of Christ 
and individually members of it.”  (I Corinthians 12:27)  To which I 
would add, and that is very exciting, indeed! 
 

In Anticipation, 

mailto:dyoung@fccog.org
http://fccog.blogspot.com/
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Kids Love to Receive Mail at Camp! 

Please send a note, card or good word to one of our church campers! 
 

Our church’s statewide summer camp, Silver Lake, is now underway!  Thus far, 25 of our FCCOG children, 
youth and parents are signed-up … and many for the first time.  For this, we truly rejoice!  
 

Kids love to receive mail at camp!!  If the Spirit moves you, 
do send a note to one or to several of our young people this 
summer.  Some of them you know, but feel free to also write 
to those you don’t know, with a word of encouragement 
from someone in their church family.  It’s a lovely way to 
connect.  Sending a note or card is a small task for us, but 
you might be surprised by what a big impact it has on young 
people.  Over the years many parents have told me how deeply moved their children were to receive mail from 
church members while at camp.  They never imagined you would be thinking of them, caring how they are 
doing and encouraging them in their camp experience … until you did!  Here are those children attending and 
the dates of their stay: 
 

June 26 – July 2   July 24 – July 30  

Daniel Lepoutre:  age 12  Jessie Aselin: age 11 

Ivan Golodinskii: age 13  Jake Millspaugh, age 9 

Yevgeniya Golodinskii: age 10 

Avery Welch; age 15 

 

July 3 – 9   July 31 – August 6 

Drew Mohn:  age 11  Peter Gurciullo:  age 9; first time at Silver Lake 

Elizabeth Mohn:  age 9; first time at Silver Lake 

Emma Olmsted:  age 9; first time at Silver Lake 

   

July 10 – 16   August 6 – 10 

Chris Ziac:  age 11  Grace Alfano: age 8, first time at Silver Lake 

Catherine Ziac:  age 9  Tessa Laffan: age  5, first time at Silver Lake  

Stephanie Woodman: age 13 Mariel Laffan:  age 9, first time at Silver Lake 

Gillian Woodman: age 13   Alison Millspaugh: age 7 

  Jake Millspaugh: age 9 

July 17 – 23  

Helen Glover: age 9  (on waiting list) 

Daniel Lepoutre:  age 12 

                                                                                                                               

Note: it's a bit rural out in Sharon, Connecticut and, so, mail may take a day longer; please consider  

sending your note early in the week.  
 

Here's the address:  Silver Lake Conference Center, 223 Low Road, Sharon, CT  06069  
 

Summer Sabbath blessings,  
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A Note from the Board of  Trustees:  
 

Quarter At-A-Glance 

Per the By-Laws, the Board of Trustees is responsible for “the care and custody of the property of the Church 
and have charge of its financial affairs,” except for benevolence funds.  In the past three months, we have made 
progress on many fronts with the significant help of many fellow congregants.  We have welcomed new 
Trustees Debbie LaCivita (class of 2012), Mike Russell and Chris Hartwell (both class of 2014) to the Board, 
so that we now have full complement of Trustees.  We are tracking on budget and are being proactive in 
planning for next year’s budget challenges.  Our Asset Management Committee reports that our Long Term 
Investments continue to grow and outperform their stated performance benchmarks.  
 

The Asset Management and Stewardship Committees are jointly looking for a new Planned Giving steward 
within our congregation to join Dana Low in this ongoing effort.  Both Dana and the new person will 
continue to work with both our Stewardship and Asset Management Committees.  Dana has been heading the 
Planned Giving effort for over 10 years.  Please join us in thanking Dana for his continuing efforts.  If you are 
interested, please contact Fred Laffan.  
 

Bob Goodchild has been managing the College and University Loan Fund nearly singlehandedly for over 20 
years.  Again, we thank Bob for his important contribution and his continuing service.  A subcommittee of 
Bob, three Trustees, Car Westbrook, Debbie Silverthorn and Mike Russell, a member to be named from the 
Church Committee, and Barbara Norrgard will begin work this summer on reviewing and making some 
recommendations to the Board in September for revitalizing this important Fund.   
 

Board Priorities 

The challenge for all Boards is to govern wisely in the present, while thinking clearly about future incremental 
and strategic improvements.  This year the five priorities of the Board of Trustees are to:  1) assist Dr. Craig 
Symons and Rev. Susan Murtha with relocating to permanent housing in the surrounding First 
Congregational Church community, 2) develop a set of guidelines or policies for future Search committees, 
based on the Clergy Compensation benchmarking research of the Ad Hoc committee assigned to this task,     
3) create an annual review process and performance evaluation forms for all full-time staff, 4) finalize the First 
Congregational Church Personnel Policies Handbook, and 5) monitor the 2011 Budget and look ahead to the 
2012 Budget, working closely with the Stewardship committee to increase the stewardship efforts being 
developed by them.   
 

This work is ongoing, but we have made progress on each of the stated priorities. A brief recap:  
 

Housing and the Clergy Compensation Benchmarking Research 

At its May meeting, the Board determined to extend its offer of below market rent at 15 Forest to Rev. Susan 
Murtha until December 31.  Susan’s search for a suitable residence in Greenwich has been challenging because 
of a limited inventory of houses in sufficiently good repair in her price range.  The Church and Susan are 
mindful of not wanting to assume additional expense due to deferred maintenance.  The Board offers its 
sincere thanks to Bobbie Hopkins for assisting Susan in this important decision.  
 

Additionally, we offered 106 Sound Beach Avenue (downstairs) to Craig Symons and Vance Briceland until 
December 31 at a reduced market rate.  Over the next few months, Craig and Vance will determine whether 
this apartment suits their needs.  If not, they will begin their search for a different rental.   
 

                                                                                                                                  Continued on page 11... 
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First Congregational Church Preschool 

 Enrollment School Year 2012 - 2013 
 

The First Congregational Church Preschool offers an active preschool experience for 3 and 4 year old 
children.  The Preschool also offers a Connecting Program for children who are eligible for kindergarten but 
not quite ready to attend the public school program. 

 

Teachers encourage the social, emotional, physical, and intellectual growth of each child 
in a warm and caring atmosphere.  Creativity, self-confidence and curiosity are promoted 
through the daily classroom routine and activities.  Friendships are fostered between 
children and teachers through respect, sharing, caring and a good sense of humor. 
 

The preschool enrolls children a year in advance, so parents will need to complete 
enrollment applications in October of 2011.  Children need to be three years of age by 

December 31, 2012 in order to be eligible for the preschool program. 
 

For more information on the preschool program or enrollment procedures,  

please contact the Preschool Office at 203-637-5430. 
 

 

 

Continued from front cover … So, it is an acronym?” 
 

LINC 
 

The most common question so far about our new worship service beginning this fall (other than the date) is about the 
name!  "Is it an acronym?" we are often asked.  Well, it could be....but not really...well, maybe!  How's that for an 
answer?  As we were brainstorming the name, we had a great hour of wild creativity where we played with words, 
acronyms, ideas, and possibilities.  Toward the end of our gathering, we discussed a few different names...how we could 
use them, what would the names mean to us and to people who may want to come to the service, etc.?    The word 
"Link" began to resonate with us and words like LOVE, LIFE, LIFTING, INTERESTING, INCARNATION, IDEA, 
IMAGINATION, NEW, NICE, and NEED came to mind, but we didn't have that many words that started with 
K!  So, instead, we played with K-sounding words...CARING, COVENANT, COMPASSION, CHRIST and decided 
that the service should encompass all of these words....thus, the name LINC.  Is it an acronym?  That is left to your 
imagination.... 

 

We are LINC -ed together, LINC -ed to the world, LINC -ed to our faith, LINC -ed to God.  We are connected.  We 
hope that this service will offer those who attend just that opportunity, to connect or LINC with holiness. 

 

LINC begins September 25 at 5 pm in the Auditorium of FCCOG.  Plans are underway.  From lighting to liturgy, we 
are working hard.  The service is taking shape as a collaboration of visual artists, musicians, preachers, theologians, 
dancers, actors and other creative minds.  Attendees will experience their faith, engage in conversation and ritual, and 
leave ready to LINC their faith to their everyday lives!  We hope that you will begin to share this LINC with those you 
know!  Keep your eyes open and your ears tuned for additional details coming in the next few months. 
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Opportunities for Prayerful Consideration... 
 

as we “vision” and ready ourselves to move ahead!                                                                                                      
Together we are on a journey; a faith journey that can  enrich our lives and answer God’s call to be the Church. 

 

Would you like your membership at First Congregational Church to really come alive!  Would you like to work with 
and get to know your clergy, staff and other members of your Church?  Would you like to help shape the future of 
FCCOG?  Everyone has a gift for something.  Everyone has a talent that can be shared.  Everyone has a place here at 
FCCOG.  The Nominating Committee is searching for a "few good women…and men” to become an integral part of 
the fabric of our Church.   
 

Officers of the Church (two years of membership required): 

Deacons (members of the Church Committee) - 24 Deacons are the primary members of the Church Commit-
tee, which oversees the worship, programs and mission of the Church.   

Trustees -15 Trustees are responsible for the physical and financial well being of the Church and its staff.   Trus-
tees manage the annual Stewardship Campaign, personnel policies and the Endowment. 

Church Clerk -The Church Clerk keeps a record of the proceedings of the Church; issues letters of transfer of 
church membership, records the minutes of all Church Committee and congregational meetings and issues the 
call for church meetings.                                                                                                                                
Treasurer -filled until 2013.                                                                                                                             

Benevolence Steward -Chairman of the Christian Outreach Committee. 
 

Committee Opportunities: 

Outreach Committee - Manages the mission and benevolence work of the Church locally,  nationally and inter-
nationally, including the outreach portion of the annual Budget and the Lenten Offering.  

Membership Committee -Reaches out to those interested in understanding our Church, teaching them about us, 
encouraging them to join as members and helping them quickly fit into the full life of the Church. 

Music Committee - Assists the Music Director with many of the musical events in our Church and our Commu-
nity, from planning concerts to organizing volunteers for hospitality during these events.  Musical background 
not require to be part of this group! 

Parish Life Committee  -Organizes and hosts multi-generational Church Family events, including the Home-
coming Picnic, Christmas Carol Sing and Dinner Party, and the Maundy Thursday Dinner. 

Faith Formation Committee -This newly formed committee looks broadly at what creates and deepens faith and 
works to strengthen the ministries of the Church to do that.  Currently, the committee is organized by areas of 
Youth, Adult and Children.   

Preschool Board -The Board is made up of church members, a representative from the Trustees and Deacons, 
members-at-large and is charged with overseeing the programs and policies of the First Church Preschool (FCP).  
The Director reports monthly to the Board.  You may not be a current FCP parent but could be a former parent. 

Delegates to the Pilgrim Tower Board -Positions from our congregation are currently filled. 

Delegates to the Annual Connecticut UCC Conference -The Conference holds its Annual Meeting in two parts; 
one in the fall and one in the spring.  All congregations send a delegation of lay and clergy members.  There is 
always creative worship, interesting workshops, important keynote speakers and great fellowship. 

Delegates to the Fairfield West Association of the CT UCC Conference -The Conference meets in the fall and 
spring in order to conduct the business of the 15 Fairfield West congregations.   
 

Note:  Some committees conduct their own nominating, such as Women’s Fellowship, Church School Task Force, Rummage Room 
Board, Chancel and Wellness Committees. 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be considered for one of these positions or boards, contact any of the nominat-
ing committee members listed here.  But don’t be surprise if we call you first!  Looking forward to answering your ques-
tions! 

Lynn O’Gorman (Chair)               Marcie Molloy                         Rick Woodman              Chuck Wheelock 
Chris Hartwell                                  Ed Oppedisano                        Pat Mendelsohn              Bill Penwell             
Rev. David Young                             Rosemary Lamie (ex officio) 
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  “Musical Notes”  
 

 

 

One of the newest offerings to the greater Greenwich community 
is  a program entitled Summer Sings. Our first event on June 22 

was phenomenal!  Over 65 singers gathered in sweltering June humidity to raise their voices in a 
performance of Elijah. 
 

Singers will gather to rehearse a major choral work with a noted conductor from the community, and 
then “perform” it for ourselves, all in the informal setting of our First Congregational Church building.  
Capping off the nights will be a post-performance gathering with refreshing popsicles! 
 

July 20:  Vivaldi’s Gloria with Kevin Estes, Director of Music at First Presbyterian Church, Greenwich 

August 31:  Schubert’s Mass in G with Jamie Hitel, Director of Music at Christ Church, Greenwich 
 

There is no charge for Summer Sings, either as a performer or listener.  Spread the news and share these 
dates with anyone who has a love of choral singing.  The community that sings together, grows together! 

 
It's not too late to start thinking about your role in the Music Ministry at First 
Congregational… September isn't that far away and summer is the best time to 
ponder how you're going to share your talents and gifts as part of the Music 

Ministry at FCCOG.  There are opportunities to join the Summer Choir during July and August and see 
what it's like to be a leader in worship on Sunday mornings. Rehearsals begin at 9:00 am and last for 30 
minutes. Then we have a short break before heading back into worship at 10:00 am. 
 

There are numerous ways to be involved on a regular basis.  Check our website for more information on 
our weekly rehearsal schedule.  If you aren't able to commit to a long-term schedule but play an 
instrument or sing, please let me know.  Crafting an exciting and varied worship experience can be 
heightened by the addition of solo and small groups of musicians.  Is this the year you choose to share 
your gifts? 

 

Our Director of Music Emeritus, John Stansell, will be offering an organ 
recital in August.  John shares this information with the entire congregation:  
On Sunday, August 21, at 4:00 pm, John Stansell will present an organ 

recital in the Meetinghouse; a little practice run for his performance of the identical program the 
following Friday at Hauptkirche St. Petri, one of the five principal churches of Hamburg, Germany.  He 
will play one more recital on his mini-tour in the little North-German town of Langenhorn. 
  

The program will begin and end with repertory standards, Bach's Prelude and Fugue in A Minor and 
Mendelssohn's Sonata #4, respectively.  In keeping with the theme of the series in Hamburg, there will 
be a 20-minute segment of jazz-inspired organ works:  Gospel Fancy by Henry Sexton, Jerusalem, My 
Happy Home by George Shearing, Gospel Prelude:  What a Friend We Have in Jesus by William Bolcom, 
and Bossa Nova-God Is in His Temple by Johannes Matthias Michel.  Rounding out the program will be 
Saints' Days by Daniel Pinkham, the piece commissioned in honor of John and Michael's 25th 
anniversary together.   
 

We encourage you to attend this wonderfully diverse program and share the recital date with your friends 
and neighbors. 

A Summer of Singing Continues! 

Music Ministry 

Special Organ Recital 
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From the Parish Nurse… Sun Safety                                           By Sue Asselin, RN 
 

As the summer ensues, many of us turn to outdoor activities in the warmth of the 
glorious sunshine.  While our fond memories may last a lifetime, we need to take 
precautions to make sure that the sun’s damage does not.  (If you’re a winter 
outdoor enthusiast, keep in mind that the sun’s rays are harmful all year, not just 
in the summer.)  We should all take precautions, but children are especially 
vulnerable.  It is estimated that 50% of our lifetime exposure to ultraviolet (UV) 
light occurs by age 18. 
 

What’s so bad about UV light? 
In the United States, one in every three cancers is a skin cancer caused by ultraviolet radiation such as 
sunlight.  The sun emits two types of UV light:  UVA and UVB.  UVA penetrates deeper into the skin than 
UVB which is more likely to burn the outer layer of the skin.  Both UVA and UVB contribute to the 
development of skin cancer, and cause wrinkles, sun spots, cataracts, and damage to the retina of the eye. 
When exposed to the sun, your skin tries to protect itself from the UV rays.  The skin thickens and produces 
melanin, the pigment that darkens cells.  These pigment changes can also result in damaged blood vessels and 
inhibited immune reactions in the skin.  Tanning beds emit mostly UVA light and double one’s risk of 
developing skin cancer. 

 

Protection and Prevention: 

Use a sun block with a sun protection factor (SPF) of 15 or higher for both UVA and UVB rays. 

Reapply sun block every 2 hours, especially after excessive sweating or swimming. 

Wear sunglasses that have 100% UVA and UVB protection. 

Minimize sun exposure between 10:00 am and 4:00 pm. 

Avoid long periods of direct sun exposure - seek shade. 

When practical, cover skin by wearing long sleeves, pants, and a hat. There are now several manufacturers 

      of SPF rated clothes, some carried locally at “Threads and Treads” and “Eastern Mountain Sports.” 

Keep in mind that clouds are not protection from UV rays, and that altitude, sand, water, and snow, 

      increase exposure. 

Be aware that medications, such as ibuprophen and some contraceptives, increase sensitivity to UV rays. 
 

If You Still Get Burned:  Minimize pain by taking cool baths or using cool wet cloths on burned areas 
several times a day.  Drink lots of extra water to replace fluid loss and prevent dehydration and dizziness. 
Avoid beverages containing alcohol.  A hypoallergenic moisturizing cream, used 3 times a day for 2 days, may 
help the discomfort.  Avoid creams or sprays containing benzocaine, as they may cause an allergic rash.  Open 
blisters can be treated with an antibiotic ointment such as Bacitracin 3 times a day.  If signs of infection 
develop, consult your doctor.  Call me at extension 21 if you’d like to learn more.  As the sun’s warmth, may 
God’s presence always radiate in you. 

 

Helpful Web Sites for Sun Damage Prevention:   www.sunsafety.org,   
www.medicinenet.com/sun_protection_and_sunscreens/article.htm, 
http://www.skincancer.org/understanding-uva-and-uvb.html 

Websites for SPF Clothing:   www.coolibar.com,  www.sunprecautions.com 

http://www.sunsafety.org/
http://www.medicinenet.com/sun_protection_and_sunscreens/article.htm
http://www.skincancer.org/understanding-uva-and-uvb.html
http://www.coolibar.com/
http://www.sunprecautions.com/
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HUNGER KNOWS NO VACATION . . .                                    Hunger Mission Team 
 

As the school year comes to a close, and you are preparing for the summer months, 
please remember that Hunger does not take a vacation in the summer time.  As a 
matter of fact, its presence is greater for those families who count on free or reduced 
breakfast and lunch subsidies during the school year.  Please consider increasing your 
donation to our weekly Food Barrel to help offset the increased demand at Neighbor to 
Neighbor. 
 

A  note from Cathy Lynch of Neighbor to Neighbor reads: 

Please consider donating or having a food drive today!  Urgent needs are:  Cereal, Canned Fruit, Pasta, 
Peanut Butter (regular sized jars please), Jelly.  In addition to donations of food and clothing, we are 
always in need of sheets and towels.  Funds to buy food are always welcome.  Thanks so much! 

 

DONATIONS AT THE BEACH SERVICE…… 

When you are grabbing your beach chair,  favorite coffee tumbler and heading down to 
Tod’s for the Beach Service , don’t forget to grab your food donation hanging on the door 
(hint).  We will make sure there is a barrel for collecting food donations. 
 

COMMUNITY GARDEN ….. 

The Community Garden Project is alive and well.  Plants are beginning to blossom.  Our FCCOG 
Gardeners have planted zucchini, tomatoes, yellow squash, Japanese eggplant, white eggplant, string beans 
and five types of peppers. 
 

MISSION:  1 

The Hunger Mission Team will be recharging our batteries over the summer, and 

reconvening in September to identify Hunger projects that will impact both local and 

global Hunger.  One such project is the Mission: 1 Project.  For 11 days in early 

November, the entire United Church of Christ will make good on its "that they may all 

be one" motto with a coordinated mission campaign to gather more than one million food and household 

items for local food banks and marshal its 5,300 congregations to advocate collectively — and loudly — 

for hunger-related causes, both domestically and around the world.   Sound interesting?    See you in 

September! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

September 11th 10-Year Anniversary Memorial Service 
7:00 pm at Temple Shalom, 300 E. Putnam Avenue, Greenwich  

Co-sponsored by the Town of Greenwich and the Greenwich Fellowship of Clergy 

A special offering will be dedicated to the American Red Cross 

Contact David Young for more details. 
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         JULY-AUGUSTB IRTHDAYS  
07/01 William Sherwood 

07/01 Kelly Phillips 

07/01 Luis Angel-Lalanne 

07/01 Adrienne Bohannon 

07/01 Kate Kretschmann 

07/01 Ted Fraser 

07/02 Shirley Robinson 

07/02 Alison Benoit 

07/02 Alexander Mair 

07/02 Addison Shaw 

07/03 Albert Primo 

07/03 Dr Thomas Stiers 

07/03 Joni Kimberlin 

07/03 Jackson Shaw 

07/04 Suzanne Provoost 

07/05 William Henry 

07/05 Alison Barlow 

07/05 Taj Forer 

07/05 Johnny Simmons 

07/05 Ty Pastore 

07/06 Barbara Cioffari 

07/06 Jerry Carnegie 

07/06 Caroline Houseknecht 

07/06 Duncan Khosla 

07/07 Ruth White 

07/07 Margaret Sherman 

07/07 Peggy Krempecki 

07/07 Sophie Braddock 

07/08 Carolyn Paulus 

07/08 Sophie Thalheim 

07/08 Jack DeFusco 

07/09 Dorothy Robertson 

07/09 Dudley Bonsal 

07/09 Alexandra Oztemel 

07/09 Anna Lamie 

07/09 Emily Bernsten 

07/10 Robert Luce 

07/10 Allen Green 

07/10 Karen Mair 

07/10 Sarah Morris 

07/11 Joy Kruger 

07/11 Paul Blandori 

07/11 Trevor Ingraham 

07/11 Colin Ingraham 

07/12 Patricia Schmitt 

07/12 Andrew Gregor III 

07/12 Benjamin Millspaugh 

07/12 Ryan Anderson 

07/12 Charles Khosla 

07/12 Grant Khosla 

07/12 Danny Windels 

07/13 Carl Stanley 

07/13 Letty Militana 

07/13 Richard Tolmie 

07/13 Pamela Savage 

07/13 Jack Snyder 

07/13 Charlotte Lorthioir 

07/13 Emily Henry 

07/14 Ross Willard 

07/14 Douglas Waine 

07/15 Barbara Rawn 

07/15 Marlow Ziac 

07/16 Evan LaRiviere 

07/16 Hayden Kuppenheimer 

07/17 George Manning 

07/17 Willis Ryckman 

07/17 Richard Riggs 

07/17 Michael Lepoutre 

07/18 Robert Mendelsohn 

07/18 Melanie Garnett 

07/18 Geoffrey Ayres 

07/18 Emma Kramer 

07/18 Matthew Van Rhyn 

07/18 Benjamin Schinto 

07/18 Morgan Humbert 

07/18 Jackson Schenck 

07/19 Amy Vandivort 

07/20 Judith Miller 

07/20 Charlotte Wolter 

07/20 Michael Urban 

07/20 Jan Benedict 

07/20 Jaclyn Schofield 

07/20 Caroline Wolter 

07/20 Justin Shaw 

07/20 Brian Bailey 

07/20 Jenna Hascher 

07/21 Ruth Lindegren 

07/21 Leighton White 

07/21 Spencer Moore 

07/21 Norah Mendelsohn 

07/22 Dorothy Fisk 

07/22 Richard Robarts 

07/22 Enid Norris 

07/23 Christopher Stone 

07/24 Robert Phelps 

07/24 Riley Davis 

07/24 Caroline Goggins 

07/24 Catherine Ziac 

07/25 Tori Dakin 

07/25 Emily Fiorentino 

07/25 Johnny Alexandre 

07/26 William Jacobs 

07/27 Kathleen Riley 

07/27 Caroline Robbins 

07/27 Leah Tagliarino 

07/27 Tommy Heidt 

07/28 Alice Ell 

07/28 Marc Johnson 

07/28 Evan Cook 

07/28 Chase Kreuter 

07/28 Gibby McHugh 

07/28 Devon Johnson 

07/28 Julie Goff 

07/29 Katherine Saviskas 

07/29 Christina Russell 

07/29 Sean Dowling 

07/29 Anika Norrgard 

07/30 John Fryback 

07/30 Tripp Moore 

07/30 Alison Flierl 

07/30 Rebecca Rieke 

07/30 Scott Anderson 

07/31 Bernice Whittemore 

07/31 Barbara Littlefield 

07/31 Anders Ekernas 

07/31 Kristen Blasberg 

07/31 Lucy Hoffman 

07/31 Madeleine Graham 

07/31 James Graham 

08/?? Florence S. Earl 

08/01 George Meyers 

08/01 Claire Osgood 

08/01 Lindy Freeman 

08/02 Tommie Starkweather 

08/02 Dick Trask 

08/02 Robin Pruner 

08/02 Peter Dodd 

08/02 Eric Dinmore 

08/02 Grant Kuppenheimer 

08/02 Max Dow 

08/03 Peter Wall 

08/03 Robert H Riley 

08/03 Richard Peebles 

08/03 Frank Claps 

08/03 Rima Zaitoon 

08/03 Margaret Reed 

08/03 Christopher Koppenheffer 

08/03 Nicholas Barbar 

08/03 Kimberly Rogers 

08/03 Hannah Koorbusch 

08/04 Martha Stolley 

08/04 Karen Sadik-Khan 

08/04 Mary Fike 

08/04 Robert Beck 

08/04 Sarah Lauridsen 

08/05 Sara Stewart 

08/05 Jeffrey Low 

08/05 Samuel Glendon 

08/05 Michelle Arader 

08/05 Julia Wilfert 

08/05 Hans Van Rhyn 

08/06 Mabel Brown 

08/06 Bill Ridenour 

08/06 Richard Fraser 

08/06 Allison Chapman Bordeau 

08/06 Nadia Marie Barbar 

08/06 Thomas Beck 

08/07 Becky Ranta 

08/07 Jenny Liebowitz 

08/07 Walker Brady 

08/07 Audrey Thalheim 

08/07 Eliza Dow 

08/08 Ken Kolb 

08/08 Kristi Plaskonos 

08/08 Mary Grace Hicks 

08/08 Marisa Goff 

08/08 Riley McHugh 

08/08 Eva Moore 

08/08 Nicholas Dow 

08/09 Hans Plickert 

08/09 Stephen Bonsal 

08/09 Wendy Reynolds 

08/09 Barry Wentworth 

08/09 Lucia Hoffman 

08/09 Christina Cioffari 

08/09 Alyssa Inness 

08/09 Bridget Condon 

08/10 Richard Lewis 

08/10 Rev Susan Craig 

08/10 Laura Pugliese 

08/10 Margaret Morrison 

08/10 Charlie Van Roden 

08/10 Robert Morris 

08/11 Robert May 

08/11 Kevin Hoffman 

08/11 Albert Pappas 

08/11 Lilliam Rodriguez 

08/11 Adam Hanbury-Brown 

08/11 Afif El-Solh 

08/12 William Cordner 

08/12 Arthur Delmhorst 

08/12 C. Robton Perelli-Minetti 

08/13 Margot De Riemer 

08/14 Elaine Smith 

08/14 Susan Eveland 

08/14 Eileen Griffin 

08/14 Mary Costanza 

08/14 Gregory Dempsey 

08/14 Eli Rose 

08/14 Eliza Farriss 

08/14 William Goggins 

08/14 Tyler Phillips 

08/15 Lynn Carnegie 

08/15 Gretchen Stiers 

08/15 Heather Stiers 

08/15 Eric Blasberg 

08/15 Aldo Pagani 

  

Continued on next page... 

 

L ife E vents:  
                                                                                                      

Marriages:  Doris Moss & Lee Davenport—May 28, 2011 
Deaths:     George Bruder—June 8, 2011 

Sallie Williams—June 26, 2011 
 

E M A I L  A N D  A D D R E S S  U P D A T E S  

Please let us know if your email and/or mailing 
address has changed or if you would like to receive 
the MHM via email.  Email barbaraw@fccog.org. 

mailto:barbaraw@fccog.org
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July-August Birthdays 

continued from previous page 

 

08/16 Lynn Friend 

08/16 Franklin Lang 

08/16 John Davidson 

08/16 Scott Witmer 

08/16 Dave Erickson 

08/16 Jason Koob 

08/16 Timothy Richmond 

08/16 Gavin Molloy 

08/17 Jamie Klintberg 

08/17 Betsy Moore 

08/17 Story von Holzhausen 

08/17 Emily Moore 

08/17 Mark Gaulocher 

08/18 Betsy Pearson 

08/18 Mildred Mulhall 

08/18 John A Seel 

08/18 Mary Lennon 

08/18 Thayer Welch 

08/19 Sharon Paris 

08/19 Mark Kendrick 

08/19 Alexander Moore 

08/19 Lily Farriss 

08/20 Carolyn Anderson 

08/20 Glenn Hascher 

08/20 Donna Hascher 

08/20 Trevor Dinmore 

08/21 Keith Atkins 

08/22 Libby Standish 

08/22 Xiao-Ke Gao 

08/22 Krysten Ericson 

08/22 Janette Hoekstra 

08/22 April Sandlock 

08/22 Hannah Bacon 

08/23 Lloyd Cooke 

08/23 Jocelyn Buggy 

08/24 Al Reams 

08/24 Marilyn Derr 

08/24 Derek Braddock 

08/24 Amanda Sweet 

08/24 Luke Taylor 

08/24 Gwyneth Mair 

08/25 Jane Ives 

08/25 Lauren Pruner 

08/25 Kristen Sotzing 

08/25 Mirjam Hoekstra 

08/25 Natalie Anibal 

08/26 Howard Truss 

08/26 Richard Woodman 

08/26 Annette Bergh 

08/26 Beau Edwards 

08/26 Alexander Arnold 

08/27 Mary Ann Chidsey 

08/27 Gary Berner 

08/27 Steve Crawford 

08/27 Irene Pappas 

08/27 Kristen Bates 

08/27 Sarah Gordon 

08/28 Thomas Mahoney 

08/28 Eliza Sadler 

08/28 Harrison Oztemel 

08/28 Emily Harris 

08/28 Ben Wurst 

08/29 Janet Blasberg 

08/29 Thomas Kutzen 

08/30 Andrew Gregor 

08/30 Jane Howland 

08/30 Christopher Hartwell 

08/30 Claire Reed 

08/30 Bruce Atkins 

08/30 YoYo Zhang-Bonnet 

08/30 Annelise Espinosa 

08/30 Alexander Pugliese 

08/30 Brittany Miller 

08/31 Charles Koob 

08/31 Elizabeth Schinto 

08/31 Carisa Sykes 

08/31 Brandon Hallowell 

08/31 Brady Farriss 

 
Continued from page 4 … A Note from the Board of Trustees 
 
The Ad Hoc Committee on Clergy Compensation 

The Ad Hoc Committee on Clergy Compensation, composed of many past lay leaders and current Trustees, 
has developed a questionnaire and has been actively interviewing 13 local churches and synagogues of similar 
size and pastoral structure as First Congregational Church, to learn how they meet the local housing challenge. 
We hope to complete the data collection phase this June, analyze the data this summer, and make 
recommendations to the Board of Trustees in September. The Board of Trustees will then work on developing 
guidelines or a policy this fall. The target date for completion is December 31.  

 

FCCOG Personnel Policies Handbook and Annual Performance Reviews  

Since our staff is our greatest resource and gift, establishing an annual performance review process should help 
us identify ways to support each staff member to be as productive as possible. We have not had this consistent 
annual practice at First Congregational Church. It offers an important way to acknowledge the many 
contributions our staff makes every day, as they serve our church and our congregation.     
 

Stewardship for 2012 

We are delighted to have Mike Russell serving as the official liaison between the Stewardship Committee and 
the Board of Trustees, a new position. As a member of both, he brings a unique perspective to the budget 
challenges we face in 2012. Plans are being developed for a congregational event in 2012 to supplement First 
Congregational Church’s traditional Fall Stewardship drive.  
 

Best regards,  

 

Betsy Moore, Chair, Board of Trustees 

Hans Plickert, Vice-Chair, Board of Trustees  

Fred Laffan, Chair, Asset Management Subcommittee  

Laura Erickson, Chair, Budget Subcommittee  

Larry Haviland, Chair, Buildings & Grounds Subcommittee  

Sandy Burke, Chair, Personnel Subcommittee  
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NEWS FROM THE RUMMAGE ROOM: 

                                                                                                                   

CALENDAR FOR JULY AND AUGUST 

 

Hours of Operation for July: 

Thursday, July 14 through Saturday, July 16  -  Sidewalk Sales -
Everything 50% off. 

Saturday, July 16  -  LAST DAY FOR DONATIONS until August 30, at 9:30 am. 

Monday, July 25 through Wednesday, July 27  -  Storewide 50% off. 

Thursday, July 28  -  Bag Sale  -  all you can get in a bag for $12. 

Friday, July 29  -  Bag Sale  -  all you can get in a bag for $8. 

Saturday July 30  -   Bag Sale  -  all you can get in one bag for $1.  Everything must go. 

 

SHOP CLOSES SATURDAY, JULY 30, AT 1:OO PM UNTIL MONDAY, AUGUST 29, AT 
10:00 AM.  PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE DONATIONS at the front door or in the parking lot 
behind the shop while The Rummage Room is closed.  They will be collected as trash and The 
Rummage Room will lose the opportunity to convert those donations into funds for our women’s 
and children’s ministries. 

  

Hours of Operation for August: 

REOPENING DAY is MONDAY, AUGUST 29 at 10:00 am.  Come early as Manager Maria has 
been collecting a large quantity of quality merchandise for many months.  Mark your calendars and 
be on hand when the shop opens.  The early bird gets the bargains.  New merchandise will be 
unpacked each day of reopening week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

THE RUMMAGE ROOM THANKS YOU! 

Without our loyal donors and shoppers, the tireless efforts of our volunteers, and the diligence of our 
talented manager and staff, funding for the many worthwhile women’s and children’s organizations 
we support would be substantially diminished.  Thank you one and all!  Have a good summer! 

 

George Burns once said, “There’s an old saying that life begins at 40.  That’s silly.  Life begins every 
morning when you wake up!” 

The Rummage Room hours are Monday through Friday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm, 
and on Saturday, 10:00 am to 1:00 pm.  The acceptance of DONATIONS in 
August will begin TUESDAY, AUGUST 30, the day AFTER REOPENING 
DAY.  Regular donation days are Monday through Thursday, 9:30 am to 4:30 
pm, and on Friday and Saturday, 9:30 am to 12:30 pm.                  
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Flower Donations 

Flowers in the Meetinghouse on Sunday 
mornings are something we have all 
come to enjoy. These flowers not only 
beautify our sanctuary, but are given to 
honor very special people and occasions in our lives.  
 
The reasons for donating flowers are many.  In 
addition to remembering a loved one, you can give 
flowers in celebration of marriages, anniversaries, 
baptisms, birthdays, congratulations, and thank 
you’s.  Donors can be an individual or a group.  
After the morning worship has concluded, the 
blooms are often delivered to shut-ins, hospitals or 
other facilities bringing beauty and community to 
those who cannot be physically present in church. If, 
however, you prefer to keep the flowers you have 
donated, please let us know and we will make 
arrangements for that.  Please consider a Sunday 
when you would like to thank God and honor a 
special person or a special moment with a gift of 
flowers.  For more information, please contact: 

Pat Geismar at 203-637-3597; 
pat.geismar@gmail.com or Susan Murtha at 203-
637-1791 x38; smurtha@fccog.org. 

ALERT  LADY BRIDGE PLAYERS!  ALERT 
  

* Haven't played bridge in a while? 

* Have played bridge only with your husband? 

* Don't know the latest conventions? 

* Know some bridge, want to know more? 

* Insecure about joining a bridge group? 
  

The Ladies Daytime Bridge group is sponsoring a 
REFRESHER series of five 2-hour sessions in Aug.  
  

When:  Every Monday (5) in August 9:30 - 11:30 

Where:  The Church Lounge (it's air conditioned!) 

Instructor:  Renate Fremuth 

Fee:  $30.00 for the whole series, payable in 
advance 

Class size:  Limited to 4-6 ladies 
 

Send check, made out to Women's Fellowship, to 
Marcia Livingston, 19 LeGrande Ave, #17, 
Greenwich, CT 06830.  First come, first enrolled.  

Help Needed?  Help Available? 
 

The following high school and college students 

are available during part or all of the 

summer to babysit, do yard work, tutor, 

teach music, pet sit, lifeguard, etc. 
 

 

 

If you would like to 

contact these students, 

call the office and the 

Church Office volunteers 

can give you the phone 

numbers to help you 

connect with the young 

person.  If you are a 

young person and would 

like to be added to the list, call Rosemary or email 

her at rosemaryl@fccog.org and we will be sure that 

you are included when people call: 

 

Marine L.:  College grad, Tutor, Child care, French 

speaking. 

Donald H.:  College grad, Music teacher, Loves yard 

work, Child care. 

Greg L.:  College grad, Certified Middle/HS teacher, 

Tutor. 

Taylor G.:  College student, Child care, etc. 

Endy A.:  Weeks of July 11, 18, August 8, 15, 22; 

Likes outdoor work. 

Nate S.:  College student, Child care, etc. 
 

 

mailto:pat.geismar@gmail.com
mailto:smurtha@fccog.org
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***SUMMER CHURCH SCHOOL DURING JULY ***   
 

Begin in the Meetinghouse with your family. 
Then go to Church School with your friends and Rosemary! 

Come Play, Pray and BE with us! 

 

***SOMETHING SPECIAL ON FOUNDER’S DAY, JULY 17***  
Play colonial games, wear colonial clothes, eat colonial food! 

 

 

More Church School Teachers Needed! 
Thank you to the following groups who have all their adult team members: 

Toddler Room, 4 year olds, 3rd Grade & 5th Grade 

Still there are opportunities in the Baby Nursery and in the following classes:  

1 each for 3 year olds, 1st Grade & 4th grade 

2 each for the Kindergarten   

3 for 2nd Grade 

3 or 4 for the 6th and 7th grades 

And we need 11 High School Students! 

 

Please call Rosemary (ext 20) or email RosemaryL@fccog.org to join the team! 
 

* * *  
 

ALSO put these Teacher Training dates on your calendar:  
Wednesday, September 7 at 6:30 PM  

OR  

Sunday, September 11 at 11:30 AM 

 

***CHILD CARE EVERY SUNDAY DURING JULY & AUGUST***  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

July 3, 10, 17, 24, 31; August 7, 14, 21, 28; September 4, 11 
In the Preschool Blue Door Classroom 

mailto:RosemaryL@fccog.org


15 The Meetinghouse Month ly  

 

Youth Sunday and  
Recognition Sundays 

 

 
 

 

Hear ye, all goodwives and goodmen - Founders’ Day is coming!  It’s time to celebrate our being the 

oldest church in town.  Please come to church dressed in colonial garb, and bring any extra garb of 

that era for others to wear, if you have it.  We will have colonial toys and games for the youngsters to 

play with during coffee hour.  Please bring any colonial era toys you may have to share.  We will also 

have free copies of “The First 300 Years”, a book about the origins of our church, and a display of 

old photos and artifacts from our church’s past.  Fare thee well! 



16  The Meetinghouse Month ly  

 

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich                                                                                                         Nonprofit Organization 

108 Sound Beach Avenue                                                                                                                                           U.S. Postage 

Old Greenwich, CT 06870                                                                                                                                            Bulk Rate 

Phone:  203-637-1791                                                                PAID 

Fax::  203-637-1540                                                                                                                                                Permit No. 17 

www.fccog.org                                                                                                                                                             Old Greenwich, CT 
                                                                                       

 

 

  

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Ministers:  The Members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Senior Pastor:  Rev. Dr. David D. Young, dyoung@fccog.org 

Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry:  Rev. Mark D. Montgomery, mmontgomery@fccog.org 

Associate Pastor for Christian Education:  Rev. Susan J. Murtha, smurtha@fccog.org 

Minister of Communication and Adult Education:  Rev. Daniel B. England, dengland@fccog.org 

Minister of Pastoral Care:  Rev. Avery C. Manchester, amanchester@fccog.org 

Director of Music:  Dr. Craig Scott Symons, craigs@fccog.org 

Director of Church School:  Rosemary Lamie, rosemaryl@fccog.org 

Director of Membership:  Ginny Breismeister, ginnyb@fccog.org 

Director of Publications::  Barbara Wilkov, barbaraw@fccog.org 

Parish Nurse:  Susan Asselin, RN, susana@fccog.org 

Pastors Emeriti:  Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Rev. Sally Colegrove 

Director of Music Emeritus: Dr. John Stansell 

  

 

Congratulations to our 50+ Year Members! 

 
Back Row:  L-R 

Car Westbrook, Bob Starr, Larry 
Haviland, Bill Henry, Claire Henry, Janet 
Klingner, Ron Klingner, Tommie 
Starkweather, Jim Starkweather, Ben 
Menegon 

 

Middle Row:  L-R 

Giff Reed, Ruth Reed, Chuck Livingston, 
Barrie Richmond, Barbara Van Buren, 
Marcia Livingston, Webb Williams, Sallie 
Williams 

 

Front Row:  L-R 

Diane Andersen, Donna Gargagliano, 
Arthur Weigner, Ginge Liddell, Marian 
Cordner 

 

 

There will be no Beach Service on Sunday, August 7 due to the Greenwich Cup Triathalon.        
Join us, instead, in the Meetinghouse that Sunday. 

http://www.fccog.org/

