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Youth Sunday—June 5 

Recognition Sunday—June 12 

 

Let the Beach Services Begin! 
Beach Services begin on Sunday, June 19 at 8:00 am 
 

Please plan to join 
us at Greenwich 
Point on Sunday 
mornings for 
worship (weather 
permitting).  
Communion is 
served every 
Sunday.  If the 
beach service is 
cancelled due to inclement weather,  a notice in red will be 
posted on our website by 7:30 am and a white piece of paper 
will be taped to the sermon sign on the church lawn.  The 
10:00 am Worship service continues in the Meetinghouse every 
Sunday throughout the summer. 
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THE SHELTER MISSION TEAM 

A labor day, resurrection day, bonding day, awesome day! 

 

Some of us sit on trains or in commuter traffic for a chunk of our day.  
Some of us sit at computer screens for much of our day.  But nearly all of 
us were cooped up this winter and were ready to get outside, roll up our 
sleeves and use our arms and legs!  On Saturday May 7 that’s what we, 
The Shelter Mission Team, did:  a very satisfying day of physical labor!  
Before we got there, we knew it would be fun and we knew it would be 
worthwhile.  But there was much we didn’t anticipate – that our day’s 
offering would lead to such resurrection for a neighbor in need, that this 
small field mission would connect our team as new friends in Christ, or 
that the weather would, for once, cooperate. 

 

It started in February when I learned of an organization called 
HomeFront that receives applications from people in need in our area – 
people for whom personal, medical and/or financial setbacks rendered 
them unable to maintain their home. HomeFront then seeks to match 
qualifying homeowners with churches and other service organizations 
who will contribute with dollars and with labor to rehab the homes.  
FCCOG Shelter Mission Team chose a project in Cos Cob.  The man of 
the house has been in a nursing home for eleven years and the woman of 
the house has suffered a series of serious medical setbacks.  Their home 
needed a lot of work.  Mark Mohn, our foreman par excellence, took the 
lead, scoped out the work, ordered the materials, and did many other 
preparatory tasks.  I rallied our troops, money and prayers.  

 

Our team contributed $2,500 to the mission and our work crew was 
nearly 30 people.  Trust me, there was plenty of work for all of us, 
whether skilled or unskilled laborers!  It’s amazing what a FCCOG crew 
can do with rakes, paintbrushes, power tools and yes, an enormous 
dumpster!! We …. 

 

power-washed 2,000 sq ft of siding 
removed moss and added some new planks of siding 
applied stain to 1,000 sq ft of siding 
replaced 10 cellar steps and added a brace to the stair corner 
cleared out the basement and garage, including 3 frig-freezers, filling a 20-yd dumpster as well as Peter Grunow’s  

       pick-up truck 
swept out the basement and garage 
sanded and painted the garage door 
removed and replaced a toilet and two bathroom sinks 
removed and re-installed a bathroom floor 
installed three lighting fixtures 
installed a new screen door and a kitchen window screen 
sawed down a tree trunk and hauled away the huge pieces 
trimmed many bushes and shrubs and cleared away mounds of vines 
raked all the leaves, worked in all the garden beds – cleaning, weeding, and replanting and a few other things such as  

      sweeping all the paths, fixing an outside light, repairing a door lock …. 
 

                                                                                                                                       Continued on page  5 
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                                                            Speaking Pastorally…
  

Members and Friends, 
 

Historic churches have a significant and meaningful past – and such is the case for our church.  
We have a rich and exciting history!  To make the next chapter part of our long, strong legacy, 
the Church Committee has been planning a Visioning process for our entire congregation.  It 
has been nearly a decade since the church has undergone a long range planning process.  To that end, we will be  
having three church-wide gatherings to explore the following: 
  

                      Who have we been?                 Who do we wish to be?                How do we get there?  

 

The first of these questions will be addressed in a session called History & Tradition which is coming up on  
Saturday, June 11 from 10:00 am  - 12:30 pm.  Please come as it will be an exciting and energizing morning.  Prior 
to your attendance here are a few questions to reflect upon:  
 

What are your most meaningful memories of your church? 

What is it that originally brought you to this church in the first place? 

What part of our church history means the most to you? 

Who has been the church person who had the greatest positive influence on you? 
 

During our time together we will undertake a positive exploration of our past history, creating a “history wall” going 
all the way back to our early beginnings as a congregation.  We will create a huge mural with various epochs high-
lighted; it will be very powerful to see our history developing before our very eyes. 
 

We will begin gathering at 9:00 am with continental breakfast and fellowship.  Child care will be provided but 
please sign up during coffee hour on Sunday or call the office to let us know you will be coming.  I realize that ask-
ing you to participate on a Saturday morning is asking a great deal.  If I did not believe in the absolute importance of 
such a special morning, I would not be asking you to make this sacrifice. The time spent now will garner benefits for 
the coming years.  Please make whatever arrangements necessary so that you can attend History & Tradition.  
 

The second session will be called Visioning and we will meet together from 11:30 am – 1:30 pm  following worship 
on June 26 with lunch being provided. This gathering will also be a grass roots, congregationally driven, dynamic 
and interactive event.  My hope is that together we can discern the major elements of a new and renewed vision for 
our church.    
 

The key nuggets of our visioning process will be further sculpted by a smaller group for presentation at our third 
congregational gathering yet to be scheduled sometime in the early fall.  The third session will be called Pathways 
and will begin to answer the question about how we get to the place we want to be as a congregation.   
 

You do not need to come to all three gatherings to participate.  Join us for the one(s) you can.  The whole point is: 
this is for every one of you, we are all part of the church and we can be stronger and more faithful when we partner 
and plan together.  Knowing what all of us long for and need in our church experience is critical to forging an inten-
tional and positive future. 
 

Finally, please know we will have experienced outside facilitators to lead us through all three sessions.  They are Jack 
MacPhail and Elizabeth Resnick and you can check out their bios at:  www.jackmacphail.com  and  
www.elizabethresnickllc.com. 
 

I truly hope you will be part of what promises to be a (small “h”) historic process in the life of our Historic church.   
 

With great excitement and anticipation, 

http://www.jackmacphail.com
http://www.elizabethresnickllc.com
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  “Musical Notes”  
 

 

A Summer of Singing 
One of the newest offerings to the greater Greenwich community is a program entitled Summer Sings. 
This will be held 3 Wednesdays from 7:30-9:30 pm throughout the laid-back days of summer.  Singers 
will gather to rehearse a major choral work with a noted conductor from the community, and then 
“perform” it for ourselves, all in the informal setting of our First Congregational Church building.  
Capping off the nights will be a post-performance gathering with refreshing popsicles! 
 

To kick off our inaugural season, we have this great choral work lined up for June: 

June 22:  Mendelssohn’s Elijah with Craig Scott Symons, Director of Music at First Congregational 
Church of Greenwich 
 

You will want to mark your calendar now for this exciting evening.  Look for more dates throughout the 
summer.  “Can anyone come listen without singing,” you might ask?  Why, of course!  There is no 
charge for Summer Sings, either as a performer or listener.  Spread the news and share this date with 
anyone who has a love of choral singing.  The community that sings together, grows together! 

* * * * * 

Summer Choir is Just Around the Corner! 
Sunday mornings now welcome all singers to join the Summer Choir for the 10:00 am worship service.  
Rehearsals  begin at 9:00 am in the Meetinghouse.  Two anthems will be rehearsed for 30-35 minutes 
and we will break for a short time to relax and prepare for worship.  Here’s the chance to see what it’s like 
to help lead the congregation in song.  Friends and family who might be in town on any weekend during 
the summer are welcome.  Note:  Youth Sunday is June 5 and the service will be led by The Youth 
Choir, so there will be no Summer Choir on that day. 

* * * * * 

Special Children’s Choir for Church School Recognition 
As we did for Palm Sunday, we will gather  on Saturday June 11 from 9:30-10:30 in the Meetinghouse 
to rehearse a song that we can do for church the next day. We will sing a completely new song, so 
everyone will be learning it together. This will be for grades 3-6, including any 2nd graders that will be 
moving into 3rd grade in the fall. 

* * * * * 

Instrumental Music 
Do you have a trumpet, clarinet, or other instrument that you’ve been aching to dust off and see how it 
sounds after years of lying silent?  Now is the opportunity to get your lips or fingers back in shape! 
Throughout the summer, there are numerous chances to share your talents with the congregation on 
Sunday mornings.  Contact Craig Symons, our Director of Music, if you would like to offer special 
music.  
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 College and 
University Loan 

Fund 
 

The First Congregational Church has special funds 
available to help finance college educations for our 
church families.  Given the escalating costs of higher 
education, the $2000 a year we make available 
might help fill a financial need.  All we ask is that 
you start repaying the loan upon graduation, 
without interest.  If this loan would help, please call 
Bob Goodchild at 203-637-0763.  

 

 Stephen Ministry “Picnic” 
 

All current and past 
Stephen Ministers, please 
join us on Wednesday, 
June 8 at 6:00 pm in the 
Lounge for our annual 
Stephen Ministry “Picnic.”  Spouses are welcome.  
Contributions of salad, side or dessert are 
appreciated.  If you plan to attend, please RSVP to 
Angela Stevens at 914.522.6496; 
angelamessinastevens@gmail.com or Eileen Medvey  
at 203.253.7515;  edp1010@aol.com. 

  

The Shelter Mission Team  (continued from inside front cover) 

 

By the end, we could see a home and a human life resurrected.  More 
simply, for all of us, there were the blessings of a good day’s work, the 
satisfaction of so much accomplished, and the deep gratitude of the 
homeowner.  Perhaps the unexpected and most delightful blessing was 
working side-by-side with church friends and getting to know each 
other in ways that can only happen when we spend real time and share 
together in Christ’s mission field.  

 

If you aren’t serving on a Mission Team and would like to, do consider 
ours – we’ve got a great thing going and hope to keep it going! 
Resurrection blessings, Susan 

 

 

Special thanks to our four super heroes, Mark Mohn, Peter Griffin, Peter Grunow and Chuck Wheelock  
who went the extra miles, putting in extra days and efforts! 

Pastor's Advisory Committee  
 
 

The purpose of the Pastor’s Advisory Committee (PAC), according to the guidelines under which it operates, 
is “to facilitate the smooth operation of the church.”  The PAC provides a forum for the Senior Pastor to 
discuss matters of interest and concern with the lay leadership of the congregation.  The committee is 
composed of the Senior Deacon (who heads the Church Committee), the Vice Chairs of the Church 
Committee, and the Chair and the Vice Chair of the Board of Trustees.  The Senior Pastor attends all PAC 
meetings, unless specifically requested otherwise. 
 

This year, the PAC has been meeting regularly every two months with the Senior Pastor. Upcoming meetings 
are scheduled for June, September and November.  We invite you to contact us at any time with thoughts or 
concerns you might like to share.  We are all listed in the Church Directory.   
 

     Lesley Schless, Senior Deacon              Betsy Moore, Board of Trustees 

     Gary Riddell, Vice Chair, Church Committee              Hans Plickert, Vice-Chair, Board of Trustees 

     Paul Olmsted, Vice Chair, Church Committee 

mailto:angelamessinastevens@gmail.com
mailto:edp1010@aol.com
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Be sure to be here June 12 for  
Church School Recognition Sunday 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Last day of regular Church School:  3rd Graders receive Bibles, Thank You to teachers,  

Farewell to our graduating HS Senior teachers, All Church School classes participate,  
Class displays of projects and lessons learned this year.   

Cakes at Coffee Hour!!! 
 

***************** 
 

Summer Church School Begins June 13 
 

                                     Come to the Meetinghouse with your family; 

                                     Then go to Church School with your friends!    

                                                       Come Play, Pray and BE with us! 
 

Summer Church School is a multi-age program for our preschool and elementary school children. For six 
Sundays in June and July (except 4th of July weekend), children begin worship in the Meetinghouse with their 
parents. At the designated time in the service, they will go to the Undercroft with our Church School 
Director, Rosemary Lamie and other volunteers. There will be a new lesson or activity every week including a 
lesson or two on Caring for God’s Creation as we take time to enjoy the beautiful summer weather, the 
grounds of our church and Binney Park. We look forward to having your children join the fun! 

 

Although Rosemary leads these classes, a few more hands are needed to help with our multi-
aged groups. Please contact her if you can help any Sunday between June 19 and July 31. 

 

***************** 
 

Do You Need Summer Work?  Do You Need Summer Help? 
 

Once again, we would like to develop a list of who is available to work this summer—child care, lifeguarding, 
yard work, dog walking, odd jobs, etc.  And we would like to hear from you if you are looking for some help.  
Please contact Rosemary at RosemaryL@fccog.org or call 203-637-1791 ext. 20 to be added to either 
category. 

mailto:RosemaryL@fccog.org
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A Unique Ministry Opportunity 
 

Be part of a team with adults and high school students. 

Learn while you teach.  

Schedule around your other weekend commitments. 

Almost everyone in the congregation has taught our children at sometime. 

See for yourself what you may have been missing! 

Use the “Rock Solid” curriculum that our teachers LOVE! 

Get to know other parents. 

Spend Sunday mornings with your child. 

Teach one or two Sundays a month. 

Traditionally, parents teach/volunteer two years for each of your children. 

Not a teacher?  Ask about being on the Church School Task Force. 

Not a parent of current school aged children?  You are always welcome to teach. 

See the sign-up board in the Auditorium to see which classes are available. 

Speak to Susan or Rosemary if you have questions. 

Call/Email Rosemary ASAP to join the team!  RosemaryL@fccog.org: 203-637-1791 ext. 20 

 

Teacher Sign- 

Up 2011-2012 

 

BABY NURSERY 
1. Mary Helen Morris 
2. Chris Collins 
3. 
4. 
5. Olivia Hartwell (HS) 
6. Melanie Pfetsch (HS) 
  

TODDLER NURSERY 
Duly Chiappetta - Supervisor 
1. Dianne Shrier 
2. Larry & Erlinda Haviland 
3. 
4. 
5. Colin Ingraham (HS) 
6. Trevor Ingraham (HS) 

  
THREE-YEAR-OLDS 

1. Chris Schoen 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6.  (HS) 

  
FOUR-YEAR-OLDS 

1. Cheryl Manos 
2. Jennifer McCue Pratt 
3. Elizabeth Schrohe 
4. 
5. 
6. (HS) 
  
  
As of May 18, 2011 

  
KINDERGARTEN 

1. Peg Wentworth 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. Jenna Hascher (HS) 
  

FIRST GRADE 
1. Sarah Schneider 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. Shira Rieke (HS) 
  

  
SECOND GRADE 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. Gwen Pfetsch (HS) 
6. Liz Morris (HS) 
  

THIRD GRADE 
1. Colleen Alfano 
2. David Alfano 
3. Lori Romano 
4. Cara Olmsted 
5. Shaw Speer (HS) 
6.  (HS) 

  
FOURTH GRADE 

1.  Paula & Brian Mickley 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. (HS) 
6. (HS) 
  

FIFTH GRADE 
1. Lindy Freeman 
2. Randy Freeman 
3. Anne Pfetsch 
4. 
5. 
6.(HS) 
  
  

SIXTH GRADE 
1. Beth Press & Mark Mohn 
2. 
3 
4. 
5. 
6. 
  

SEVENTH GRADE 
1.  Fred Lorthioir 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6.Charlie Baird (HS) 
  

Note: 6th and 7th grades may be 

combined but we will sign-up 

teachers separately now. 

mailto:RosemaryL@fccog.org
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From the Parish Nurse… Alzheimer’s Spoken Here                       By Sue Asselin, RN 
 

Last weekend I had the pleasure of attending a Stephen Ministry retreat with a guest 
speaker who filled the morning with wonderful insight on how congregations can 
embrace, support and show God’s love to those with Alzheimer’s disease and other 
types of dementia.  That speaker is Maureen Matthews, RN, PhD,  (photo at right) 
and her home base is at the Stamford Counseling Center, located at the First 
Congregational Church of Stamford. 

 

One key theme was the need to openly but sensitively talk about dementia and 
memory loss, in order to make it less taboo.  Why do we avoid the topic?...probably because we are all afraid 
of this happening to us at some point.  Granted, there are many diseases and conditions that we humans are 
afraid of, but dementia and memory loss are among the scariest, perhaps because of perceived loss of identity.  
“Alzheimer’s spoken here” is Maureen Matthews’ way of opening the dialogue about all kinds of dementia, so 
that people will get more comfortable discussing this common concern. 
 

Dr. Matthews explained that much research and support has focused on the caregiver’s experience while their 
loved one goes through the later stages of dementia.  While recognizing the value of that important work, she 
decided to concentrate her work on the individual diagnosed with dementia, especially in the early stages, and 
identifying what can be done to support them on their journey.  In 2006, she founded To Whom I May 
Concern, an interactive theater project created by men and women who have recently been diagnosed with a 
progressive brain illness such as Alzheimer’s. The project’s primary purpose is to support the dialogue between 
people with dementia and those who accompany them.  It’s important for us to try to put ourselves in the 
diagnosed person’s shoes, to shift our perspective.  To be honest, if we’re blessed with a long life, we all will 
one day be more vulnerable, and perhaps require more patience, kindness, and understanding from others. 
 

An individual with dementia often begins to withdraw and can become isolated.  Too often, this happens very 
early for various reasons.  One reason is that the person with dementia may want to keep it a secret, or they 
may just be self conscious about making a mistake, so they stop participating.  Another reason is that we, the 
social group, may subconsciously or consciously avoid the person with dementia, because it makes us 
uncomfortable (aka we’re scared too).  Keeping these two causes in mind can do a lot to guide our actions in 
our quest to keep our friends connected and engaged in the life of the church.  
 

I challenge us all to open our ears and listen for the invitations to discuss someone’s concerns.  Next time 
someone says they are worried, don’t make a joke or shut the conversation down by saying “that happens to 
us all.”  Instead, keep the door open, be present, and listen.  This could be a friend with an early dementia 
symptom who, with encouragement, might pursue medical advice.  Medical treatment may include ruling out 
other causes of the cognitive changes or prescribing medications (that are most effective when started early).  
 

When relating to someone known to have memory loss or dementia, please try not to shy away.  Keep 
inviting them to social functions.  This is a two way street.  People going through this challenge need to feel 
welcome and safe to speak up or reach out.  Others need to invite and normalize the fact that many of us have 
difficulties.  I am convinced more and more as time goes on, that to be “normal” is to be imperfect.  We can 
help the person feel more at ease if we resist the urge to quiz them or the urge to correct them unnecessarily. 
 

We can make conscious efforts to encourage and include individuals with early dementia in our fellowship,                                                                                                                                   
worship, and mission activities. I extend this thinking to other conditions beyond dementia, to include people                                                                                                                                   
with physical challenges or aphasia or learning disabilities, etc. For me, this embodies the rich meaning of our 
Open and Affirming Statement: Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                    Continued on next page 
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Parish Nurse… Alzheimer’s Spoken Here  (continued from previous page) 
 

Please come see me in Room 203 if you want to discuss things further.  Some resources are: 
www.towhomimayconcern.org:  Dr. Maureen Matthews’ site has info on her Early Stage Memory Loss 
Support Group, Memory Works exercise program for the mind, and the unique theater project, To Whom I 
May Concern. 

www.sccweb.org:  Stamford Counseling Center is home to Dr. Matthews’ Early Stage Memory Loss program. 

www.gadcriverhouse.org:  Greenwich Adult Day Care has an Early Stage Memory Loss Couples Support 
Group as well as Mastermind, a program to exercise the mind.  
www.greenhosp.org/medicalservices_aging.asp: Greenwich Hospital’s Center for Healthy Aging offers 
comprehensive geriatric assessments and caregiver support groups.   
www.artistsforalzheimers.org: Artists for Alzheimer’s is an organization that links artists of all kinds to people 
living with Alzheimer’s disease, using artistic and cultural experiences as keys to unlock creativity, create new 
memories, and enrich lives in new, yet fundamental ways. 
www.alz.org:  Alzheimer’s Association  

 

 “I believe deeply that faith communities are an important part of the care continuum, a place where people can feel 
safe in sharing their journey.”   Maureen Mathews, RN, PhD 

So, Who Are the Deacons Anyway? 

“Members of the diaconate shall assist in the preparation and the administration of the ordinances, in caring for 
the poor, the sick, the sorrowing and the stranger, and in ministering to the spiritual interests of the church and 
the community.” 

Thus reads Section 6 of the By-Laws of First Congregational Church, describing the 
role of the deacons.  What does this mean in practice?  Deacons prepare, serve and 
clean up after communion, mentor confirmands, approve new members, read the 
scripture at the summer beach services, pour coffee at Coffee Hour and serve as 
greeters to Sunday morning worship.  One deacon is present at all memorial services 
and funerals held at First Congregational Church, to welcome family and friends to 
the Church and to provide emotional and logistical support as needed.  The Senior 
Deacon represents all members of the Church at baptisms, confirmations and other official church events. 

Beyond these specific duties, deacons are members of the Church Committee.  Other members of the 
Church Committee are the pastors, the president of Women’s Fellowship, the chair of the Music 
Committee, the head of Outreach, and the Church Clerk.  The Church Committee meets monthly and 
hears reports, concerns, plans and aspirations of each pastor and represented committee.  In that way, the 
deacons are aware of and given the opportunity to participate in guiding the programs and policies of the 
wider church community. 

Currently, we are exploring ways in which the deacons might deepen the implementation of their mission 
as outlined for us in the By-Laws.  We welcome any suggestions or observations that any member of the 
congregation might have.  Please feel free to contact me, or any deacon, if you have would like to 
contribute to this effort. 

                                                                                                                          
Lesley Schless, Senior Deacon 

http://www.towhomimayconcern.org
http://www.sccweb.org
http://www.gadcriverhouse.org
http://www.greenhosp.org/medicalservices_aging.asp
http://www.artistsforalzheimers.org
http://www.alz.org
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NEWS FROM THE RUMMAGE ROOM 

 
Maria Drieghe, Manager of The Rummage Room, was 
honored on April 12, 2011 with a plaque from The 
Rummage Room Committee and Volunteers for her 15 
years of outstanding service to the community through her 
work at The Rummage Room. The presentation was made 
by Judy Miller, Co-Chairman of The Rummage Room 
Committee at the Annual Volunteer Breakfast. The Tribute 
read as follows: 

 

 The 2011 Rummage Room Committee and Rummage Room 
Volunteers do hereby record their gratitude to Maria J. 
Drieghe for her 15 years of devoted service to The Rummage 
Room from April 1996 to April 2011. 

 

 Maria has been outstanding, both as an Assistant Manager 
and as the Manager of The Rummage Room, located at 191 
Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich, Connecticut. Under Maria’s leadership, more that 
$2,000,000 has been generated from Rummage Room sales and given to worthy organizations whose 
mission is to improve the lives of women and children locally, nationally and internationally. 

  

 We look forward to celebrating many more years of warm association and successful 
operation.  Thank you from all of us and your volunteers, too! 

  

Maria and Assistant Manager, Nancy Hamilton, have won over 20 awards for their creative window 
displays over the past 15 years from organizations in both Greenwich and Old Greenwich.  All 
window decorations are created entirely from donated goods. 

  

The Rummage Room is in its 51st year of operation and has grown from a modest start in the 
basement of First Congregational Church to an Old Greenwich landmark, where it has been 
thriving for the past 47 years.  Over the years, God has blessed The Rummage Room with generous 
donors, enthusiastic volunteers, civic minded shoppers and, for the last 15 years, Maria and her staff. 

 

The officers of The Rummage Room Committee are to be congratulated for continuing to build on 
the founding mission of helping women and children in unfortunate circumstances that was laid 
down 51 years ago.  The members of the 2010/11 Rummage Room Committee are:  Judy Miller & 
Judy Chapman, Co-Chairs; Ginny Breismeister, Past Chair; Erna Olson, Treasurer; Nancy Morris, 
Secretary; Irene Savage, Prill Meyer, Janet Sotzing, and Mary Jane Penwell, Members at Large; 
Rosemary Lamie, First Church Liaison; and Lu Baldwin, President of The Women’s Fellowship. 
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International Mission Team 

School Supplies Needed by June 5 

 

The International Mission Team is returning to Guatemala to build a home with 

Common Hope from June 12 to June 18.   Common Hope is a 25-year old organi-

zation that “promotes hope and opportunity in Guatemala by partnering with chil-

dren, families, and communities who want to participate in a process of development 

to improve their lives through education, health care, and housing.”    

In addition to building a home, we will donate school supplies.  We will be collecting the school supplies in 

the Church Office and in the Auditorium during coffee hour until June 5.  Please help the children in  

Guatemala by donating the following: 

Supplies Needed by June:  Black/blue/red  pens, pencils, erasers, sharpeners, glue bottles, 12-pack  

colored pencils, children’s scissors, rulers, watercolors, scientific calculators, compasses, protractors. (No 

notebooks, paper, or folders or any other items needed at this time.) 

 Any questions, please contact Kathy Fraser 203-637-1060; kathyfraser1@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               

 

 

 

Mary Leinbach 

Bob and Kristen Jacks  
with Darin and Kristen 

Phil Bradford and Dorothy Mueller 
with Victoria 

 

The First Congregational  
Church Welcomes Our  

New Members… 

mailto:kathyfraser1@gmail.com
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 Both parents are 

strongly encouraged to attend! 

What’s involved in Confirmation? 

When does it meet? 

Who teaches? 

What has changed since my older son/daughter did this? 

What should I do if my child doesn’t want to do Confirmation? 

What happens when we have a schedule conflict? 

How are Confirmation and JPF related? 

Other questions, thoughts and discussions! 

R S V P  T O  S U S A N  B Y  E M A I L  O R  P H O N E  

smurtha@fccog.org 
 

203-637-1791 x38 

Confirmation Orientation 

for up-coming 8th graders & their parents 

 

 

Sunday, June 12 

5:00 - 6:15 pm 

Daniels Center 

mailto:smurtha@fccog.org
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Crop Walk and Lenten Offering Update: 
 

Crop Walk 
 

Counting 188 walkers and a host of volunteers, we topped 200 people participating in the 2011 CROP walk! 
It was an amazing event beginning in the Auditorium of FCCOG and continuing throughout the streets of 

Old Greenwich!  Though some donations may still trickle in, right now, we are just over 
$20,000.00!  This is AMAZING and double the total from last year!  These funds will 
support the work of Church World Service throughout the world (providing emergency 
and long-term relief to those in need) and locally at Neighbor to Neighbor (Greenwich, 
CT) and The Carver Center (Port Chester, NY).  Thank you so much for contributing, 
walking, volunteering, and supporting and praying for this project!  We are already 
looking forward to and planning for next year, so if you'd like to get involved even now, 
contact Rosemary Lamie or Mark Montgomery. 

  

Lenten Offering 
 

Once again, the Lenten Offering has proven a wonderful success.  Thank you to all 
who supported and contributed toward our goal.  To date, we have $66,889.60 in 
hand which will go for the aid of children and families locally.  You've heard from 
some of these agencies during our Lenten Season.  To learn more about the 
agencies, check out our church's website at www.fccog.org or contact any 
member of our Outreach Committee.  Again, thank you for your generosity 
and for remembering those among us who are in need.   

 

Women’s Fellowship Annual Meeting and Luncheon 
 

88 members and guests were welcomed at the Women’s Fellowship Annual 
Meeting and Luncheon on Wednesday, May 18 with an overview of our 
activities during the past year.  The 15-woman board was active all summer, 
both within the church family and the community.  Nights Off, Tai Chi, 
Kettle Quilters and The Rummage Room continued through the summer; a 
bridge tournament started in September; October 30 saw a sell-out crowd at 
Eat Pray Laugh, a day of "escape" with an inspirational speaker, luncheon 
and a choice of break-out sessions geared to women of all ages; 2 fundraisers, 
a bulb sale in early October and a Soup Sale in March netted us $2,226, 
enabling us to serve a catered gourmet luncheon at the meeting at a nominal 
cost.   

 

The Allocations recommendations and the proposed slate were approved 
unanimously and the jewel in our crown, The Rummage Room, presented a 
fashion show highlighting the treasures to be found in the shop and 
delighting the audience.  The 41st annual quilt raffle was won, to great 
applause, by Irene Savage.  We of the Fellowship Board are grateful for our 
many opportunities to join in Christian Fellowship, our newfound 
relationships, and to have made a small difference in one little corner of the 
world. 

Bring up a child... 

http://www.fccog.org/
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         JUNE  B IRTHDAYS  
06/01 Richard Haviland 

06/01 Shirley Flierl 

06/01 Ann Simpson 

06/01 Peter Tufts 

06/01 Virginia Bonsal Nickell 

06/01 Lara Bennett 

06/02 Richmond Hopkins 

06/02 Carol Dinmore 

06/02 Susan Wilder 

06/02 Dwight Delmhorst 

06/02 Meg Savin 

06/02 Ian Sotzing 

06/02 Mary Beth Davidson 

06/02 Ingrid Thalheim 

06/02 Olivia Hartwell 

06/02 Gavin Zikria 

06/03 Adolph Clausi 

06/03 Sam Willard 

06/04 Barbara Gaulocher 

06/04 George Bruder 

06/04 John K Stewart 

06/04 David Chidsey 

06/04 Sarah Fountain 

06/04 Caroline Shaw 

06/04 Cameron Fennell 

06/04 Luke Mendelsohn 

06/04 Virginia Frank 

06/05 Joyce Nye 

06/05 Harlan Reynolds 

06/05 Josiah Low 

06/05 Alida Meyers 

06/05 Mary Olsson 

06/05 Meghan Allen 

06/06 Natalie Jean Frenz 

06/06 Lisa Cesare 

06/06 Maggie Houseknecht 

06/06 Hanna Snyder 

06/06 Jack Molloy 

06/06 Brielle Quick 

06/07 Joseph Mallory 

06/07 Janet Johnson 

06/07 Gordon Assing 

06/07 Ruth Lubbers 

06/07 Robert Jacks 

06/08 Janet Clausi 

06/08 Charlee Tufts 

06/08 John Teeters 

06/08 Eric Larrabee 

06/08 Jeffrey Gregor 

06/08 Elizabeth Urban 

06/08 Meredith McLennan 

06/08 Henry Van Roden 

06/09 Barbara Kneen 

06/09 Paul Johansen 

06/09 Cynthia Dow 

06/09 Chase Koorbusch 

06/09 Marcus Lotufo 

06/10 Prill Meyer 

06/10 Alan Chidsey 

06/10 Amanda Baker 

06/10 Margaret Silsby 

06/11 Erna Olson 

06/11 Giselle Goh 

06/12 Persis Alden 

06/12 Donald Friedman 

06/12 Debbie Bocchino 

06/12 Debbie Crawford 

06/12 Amanda Sisley 

06/12 Olivia Brindak 

06/12 Georgia Grellier 

06/13 Beverly Silliphant 

06/13 Ellen Perelli-Minetti 

06/13 Peter Griffin 

06/13 James Cofer 

06/13 Laura Angel-Lalanne 

06/13 Catharine Sotzing 

06/13 Megan Lovallo 

06/13 Lauren Lovallo 

06/13 TJ Lepoutre 

06/13 Christina Fortunato 

06/13 Zachary Agovino 

06/14 Richard Grellier 

06/14 Ashley Young 

06/14 Sarah Bradley 

06/14 Lara Olmsted 

06/15 J Robert Carey 

06/15 Becky Jewett 

06/15 Nancy Palamarcuik 

06/15 Frederic Delmhorst 

06/15 Julie Olsson 

06/15 Olivia Berman 

06/15 Chris Keller 

06/15 Madeleine Phillips 

06/16 Robert Bailey 

06/16 Wilburn Bonnell 

06/16 Susi Orbanowski 

06/16 Polly Barten Gordon 

06/16 Walter Bloes 

06/16 Brendan Loughman 

06/16 Bradley Davis 

06/16 Alexander Pratt 

06/17 Christopher Harris 

06/17 Colleen Alfano 

06/17 Pamela Riggs 

06/17 Kate Phyfe 

06/18 Brook Urban 

06/18 Eduardo Healy 

06/18 Mia Simonsen 

06/19 Juliana Pugliese 

06/19 Max Dakin 

06/20 Betsy Pulitzer 

06/20 Charles Baker 

06/20 Corey Bloes 

06/20 Francis Claps 

06/21 Steve Fusaro 

06/21 Lauren Windels 

06/22 Allison Frenz 

06/23 Nadean Hirth 

06/23 Claire Webber 

06/23 Donna Tagliarino 

06/24 Paul Brindak 

06/24 Devon Kennedy 

06/24 William Dempsey 

06/25 Jean Watkins 

06/25 Nancy Fountain 

06/25 Joe Rogers 

06/25 Heather Almy 

06/25 Sarah Gordon Schneider 

06/25 Jessica Aselin 

06/26 Kaca Enquist 

06/26 Sheila Tolmie 

06/26 Wynn Watkins 

06/26 Jennifer Sproule 

06/26 David Pastore 

06/27 Sybren Hoekstra 

06/28 Pam Koob 

06/28 Beth Rollins 

06/28 Irene Savage 

06/28 Millicent Armstrong 

06/28 Kevin Molloy 

06/28 Katherine Hager 

06/28 Jason Bacon 

06/29 Victor Khosla 

06/29 Nate Braddock 

06/30 Constance Walton 

06/30 Rob McCready 

06/30 Clifford Meyer 

06/30 Kip Meyer 

E M A I L  A N D  A D D R E S S  U P D A T E S  

Please let us know if your email and/or mailing address has changed so 
that we can keep our files up-to-date and make sure that you receive all 
church mailings/emails.  Also, help us save paper and choose to receive 
the Meetinghouse Monthly via email. Sign up today or let us know 
changes by emailing barbaraw@fccog.org! 

 

L ife P assages:     
 

Deaths 
 

Louise Guy   

Mildred Wescott   
 

Church Office summer hours begin on Monday, June 13  - 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

mailto:barbaraw@fccog.org
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Celebrating Music Sunday—May 15 
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The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Ministers:  The Members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Senior Pastor:  Rev. Dr. David D. Young, dyoung@fccog.org 

Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry:  Rev. Mark D. Montgomery, mmontgomery@fccog.org 

Associate Pastor for Christian Education:  Rev. Susan J. Murtha, smurtha@fccog.org 

Minister of Communication and Adult Education:  Rev. Daniel B. England, dengland@fccog.org 

Minister of Pastoral Care:  Rev. Avery C. Manchester, amanchester@fccog.org 

Director of Music:  Dr. Craig Scott Symons, craigs@fccog.org 

Director of Church School:  Rosemary Lamie, rosemaryl@fccog.org 

Director of Membership:  Ginny Breismeister, ginnyb@fccog.org 

Director of Publications::  Barbara Wilkov, barbaraw@fccog.org 

Parish Nurse:  Susan Asselin, RN, susana@fccog.org 

Pastors Emeriti:  Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Rev. Sally Colegrove 

Director of Music Emeritus: Dr. John Stansell 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Natalie Claire Anibal, Jeffrey Brooks Aselin, Austin Danforth Cantwell, James Freeman DeFazio, Helen Alison Dempsey, William Dunham 
Dempsey, Kelly Levering Dodd, Lindsay Baines Erickson, Lisa Christine Ghaffari, Marisa Anne Goff, Kevin Peter Goggins, James Campbell 
Graham, Madeleine Helena Graham, Trevor Holland Hanson, Olivia Jane Hartwell, Thomas Clark Heidt, Taylor Nicole Ingraham, Trevor 
Robert Ingraham, Colin Robert Ingraham, Jackson Maxwell Joseph Jacoby, Christopher Hout Keller, Alexander Martin Mair, Laura Adams 
Miller, Thomas David Ng-Yow, Melanie Emma Pfetsch, Shira Helen Rieke, Peter James Russell, Eva Natasha Sibirzeff, John Winfield 
Simmons, Shaw Edward Speer, Sophie M. Thalheim, Jessica Rose Vissicchio, Jennifer Ames Whitehill, William Benjamin Wurst 

http://www.fccog.org/

