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Wonderful Wednesday - March 9 

Last one until the Fall...Don’t miss it! 

~ See Page 4 for Details ~ 

 

Men’s Retreat  

March 18 and 19 
If you would like to meet with other men from 
the church family, make new friends and share 
an active interest in our church life, our community and our world, then 
please join us as we expand our sense of being a caring Christian church, 
and together, build on our faith awareness. 

See Page 7 for more details about this great event! 

Bring up a child... 

We see images of people suffering, of those in need, and often the most common images are children.        
Children make up the largest percentage of the poor in the world.  When we consider the options for              

the youngest among us who find themselves living in poverty, it is easy to understand the call                        
that we find in Proverbs 22:   

 

“Bring up a child in the way they should go, and                                       

when they are old, they will not depart from it.”   
 

It is our responsibility as human beings, as faithful people and as Christians to take care of our                       
children.  We are the ones called to set before them options that will allow them to grow into                        

the people God has created them to be!  We are called to “Bring up” or teach, to love, to give. This             
year’s Lenten Offering is one way that we can respond to this call.  The proceeds from our                          

2011 Lenten Offering will be for Children and the Families that support them.   
 

In March, you will receive a mailing detailing the specific organizations that will 

benefit from this year’s offering. Also, throughout Lent, we will have visitors from 

these agencies come to share their story during our Moments of Opportunity.   



2  The Meetinghouse Month ly  

 

Speaking Pastorally… 
 

 “Lent is a time to take the time 
  to let the power of our faith story take hold of us 
 a time to let the events 
  get up and walk around in us, 
 a time to intensify our living unto Christ, 
  a time to hover over the thoughts of our hearts, 
 a time to place our feet in the streets of Jerusalem 
  or to walk along the sea and listen to his word, 
 a time to touch his robe 
  and feel the healing surge through us, 
 a time to ponder and a time to wonder… 

 Lent is a time to allow a fresh new taste of God!”      Ann Weems 
 

Lent is not the most exciting season of the Christian year—it doesn't’ hold a candle to Advent and Christ-
mas, and it doesn’t have the lift and newness of Easter.  But, Lent can be one of the most meaningful and 
profoundly moving times of the year—if we are willing to give it time...our time. 

 

Lent will begin for us here at the church on Ash Wednesday, March 9, when we will combine Wonderful 
Wednesday in a very special way with our Ash Wednesday service (including a simple meal, all from 6:00-
8:00 pm).  If we begin Lent with the commitment to grow in our discipleship with Christ—this can actu-
ally be the most transforming season of the year. 

 

Our Sermon Series will be, “Following Christ” and we will be journeying through Lent with the following 
Sunday themes: 
 

 March 13  “What Will It Be?”  (A Choice):  Isaiah 51: 1-6 & John 6: 53-71 
 

 March 20  “The Soul’s Stress”  (A Struggle):  Genesis 32: 22-30 & Mark 8: 27-38 
 

 March 27  “Pushing Past the Possible”  (A Balance):  I Kings 17: 17-24 & Mark 9: 9-28 
 

 April 3   “The Rush of Recognition”  (A Risk):  Zechariah 11: 4-14 & Matthew 26: 1-16 
 

 April 10  “Praying Weakly”  (A Slip):  Esther 4: 4-17 & Mark 14: 32-50 
 

 April 17 (Palm Sunday) “Palm Branches & Seed Realities”  (A Love):  Zechariah 9: 9-12 & John 12: 12-26 
  

 April 24 (Easter) “Son Rise”  (A Presence):  Job 14: 7-14 & Luke 24: 13-35 
  

I hope you will share in worship, a devotional life, reflection and a deepening process of discipleship as this 
season unfolds.  What kind of time will Lent be for you this year?  The writer of Ecclesiastes says, “there’s a 
time for…”  What will that be for you?  Why not jump in whole-heartedly...and who knows, you could 
just have the time of your life! 
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The Difference 

Between a Push and a Shove 

(and how it changed my son’s life)  
 
 

 

 

Silver Lake is our church’s summer camp, serving children and youth, ages 8 to 18. For me, it is a place 
that has very intense, personal meaning. Why? Because it is my son’s spiritual home – the place where 
he found God, faith, and spiritual community. (Many people, mistakenly, assume he found those 
through me – his mother, a minister. Not really!) If you are a parent who yearns for your child or 
teenager to have life-giving, life-shaping experiences of God, faith and spiritual community, please 
read on! I share this story by way of faith-filled encouragement …  

 

My son did not want to go to camp; he was adamant about that. For a few years I made attempts to 
encourage him, but to no avail. When he was finishing 5th grade I decided he was old enough for a 
heart-to-heart about all this. I prayed out every parental tone from my voice (you know all those?!) and 
spoke from my own spirit. I told him I believed Silver Lake would be a great experience and that if I 
was wrong, I felt he was old enough to navigate the week. I also promised that if he didn’t love it, we’d 
never say the word “camp” again. I said a few other things. Feet dragging a bit, Simon and a friend 
signed up together. When I picked him up at the end of his first week at Silver Lake, his young, choked 
voice said, “It was the best week of my life.” (I didn’t take that personally.) Our talk on the drive home 
was one of many moving conversations about what had been newly found and hoped never to be lost. 
Simon has been an active member of this community ever since – as a camper, counselor, staff member 
and Dean.  

 

As a minister, I’ve led many workshops on Parenting and Faith and one of the areas I often talk about 
is the difference between a push and a shove. There are innumerable ways to shove our agenda (actively 
or passively) on our children; none prove to be worthwhile. That said, as parents, we have the 
responsibility to sometimes push our children beyond their comfort zones when we believe it will serve 
them well. How we do that will be key. But if we simply throw up our hands and say, “He doesn’t want 
to go and so I’m not going to make him,” we may be falling short of our responsibility as their earthly 
parents. Finding that line between the push and the shove is our own spiritual work; call me if you 
need some help with it!  

 

My son is not alone in being profoundly shaped by Silver Lake. Hundreds of children and youth 
experience that every summer and, over its 50-year history, tens of thousands have. As a parent and a 
pastor, it is my prayer that ALL of our children might have this taste of heaven on earth. YES, it’s 
time to sign up! Here’s the website: www.silverlakect.org. Please be in touch if you want any guidance 
in the process of choosing the right conference for your son/daughter or have any questions about our 
camp!  
 

Epiphany light,  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=4kpx4zdab&et=1104459908821&s=118&e=001bAJmp59SU4rRsWUu4vl2oa60-Kqj-k4xNzN0msy4YKJc_OH3LRjW7zYSFj3TbyhbIY2N2ImXOpW78saxW2mkiddBIDkLXjOKWf8XorpCDN8eaJLI1c08Mw==
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5th Grade  

Cooking Chili  

for the  

Soup Kitchen 
 

 

 Wonderful Wednesday continued from front cover…   

 

                     Wonderful Wednesday 

                   Ash Wednesday 

                   March 9, 6:00 - 8:00 pm 
 

                         Let’s begin Lent together! 
 

 

We will begin the evening at 6:00 pm sharing a meal together (everything will be provided!) and close with 
an intimate Ash Wednesday service in the auditorium.  
 

In between, we will break into smaller groups for a brief (about 30 minutes), but special, exploration of some 
of the pieces of this first day of Lent.  
 

The children will join Susan and Rosemary to learn about the tradition of ashes.  

Adults will join either David in exploring the meaning and history of Ash Wednesday or Avery to explore 
the scriptures of Ash Wednesday.   

When we come back together, Mark will lead us in joining each of these “pieces” into a simple whole – a 
time of song, scripture, prayer and ashes.  

 

We hope all can be with us for this special beginning of Lent!  
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CHURCH SCHOOL LENTEN PROJECT 
 

Our Church School classes and families will make the April 10 CROP Walk their Lenten Project this year. 
We will be forming walking teams, we will recognize the accomplishments of each team and we will have a 
great time raising money for the programs of Church World Service directed toward eliminating poverty and 
hunger.  Our efforts will also benefit two local programs – The Carver Center in Port Chester and Neighbor 
to Neighbor in Greenwich.  Since the CROP Walk is a combined effort of churches in Greenwich and Port 
Chester, both communities will benefit from the funds raised.  Watch for posters, publicity and more info as 
we all gear up for APRIL 10, 2011! 
 

THIRD GRADERS AND THEIR FAMILIES ATTEND ANNUAL BIBLE BREAKFAST 
 

On Sunday, March 6 at 9 am, the Church School Task Force will cook up 
and serve  pancakes, sausage, fruit and juice for the 3rd graders and their 
families to celebrate their study of the bible and to prepare them to receive 
their own bibles on Recognition Sunday.  Among the highlights of the 
morning is the annual Children vs. Parents Bible Jeopardy match.  This year 
the 3rd graders will join the 2nd graders for worship and communion at the     
10 am service.  The curriculum for this year’s 3rd graders has been taught by 
the  team of Beth Press, Mark Mohn, Kristin Taylor, Greg Kuppenheimer, 
Kellie Norrgard and Lindsey Hascher. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Journey Between Generations:  Lunch, Laughter and Lifetime Lessons 
By Lisa Ghaffari, Confirmation Class of 2011 

 

"Find something you love; be passionate about it and go for it."  This 
was one of the colorful comments shared by one of our new friends at 
Pilgrim Towers.  Twenty-two confirmands joined the residents of 
Pilgrim Towers in Stamford for a time to talk and to share a deli lunch 
on Sunday, February 6.  Our mission was to bring some conversation 
to the residents on a Sunday afternoon and also to learn from them 
about their childhood, faith, and experiences of their adult life.  They 
shared many tales and pieces of advice for students our age.  

 

Among others, we enjoyed meeting Thelma, Pilgrim Towers’ oldest 
resident who was born in 1915.  The confirmands were great listeners 
and enjoyed really getting to know someone who began as a complete 
stranger to them.  The residents of Pilgrim Towers have worked as a 
truck driver, lawyer, bond trader, nurse, security personnel, pharmacist, 
and teacher.  Some residents feel that finding Pilgrim Towers renewed 
their faith in God.  Many found it at a time when they really needed 
support and were losing hope.  

 

I had the pleasure of chatting with a lovely woman from Haiti.  She immigrated to the United States with her 
two children.  My interview partner, Tommy Heidt, and I asked her how she felt about the world’s 
challenges.  She worried that this generation is losing their appreciation for God.  She encouraged us to keep 
our faith strong in our hearts.   

                                                                                                                                   (Continued on next page) 
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From the Parish Nurse… Wellness Happenings                  By Sue Asselin, Parish Nurse 
 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the success of the latest Red Cross Blood Drive on Feb 12.  There was a 
steady stream of donors and 47 units of blood were collected from 60 presenting donors.  Whether you made a delicious 
treat, gave a pint of life-saving blood or tickled the ivories, your contribution was much appreciated. 
 

If you missed our healthy soup demo and lunch last month, I’m pleased to report that a yummy time was had by all.  If 
you would like a copy of the hearty and healthy soup recipes presented that day, stop by Room 203 where you will find 
them on the countertop. 

 

Sunday, March 6 at a special Wellness presentation we will welcome Dr. Franklin Loria to speak 
here at FCCOG after the Worship Service.  We’ll learn valuable insights such as how to utilize the 
most efficient path of communication with the medical team when we or a loved one are 
hospitalized.  Dr. Loria is the director of the Hospitalist Program at Greenwich Hospital and will 
be presenting Hospitalist Medicine; The Evolution of In-Patient Care and helping us understand 
the structure and advantages of this patient care model.  I have personally witnessed the caring 
nature of Dr. Loria with his patients and I look forward to hearing him speak and hope that many 
of you can join us.  RSVPs to Sue Asselin, Parish Nurse, at ext. 21 are very helpful as we plan out 
our room usage for that Sunday at our very busy church. 

 

CPR & AED Skills Refresher on Saturday March 12, 9:00 AM or 10:30 AM 
Two one-hour refresher courses will be offered here at the church for individuals who are 
currently certified in CPR.  This non-mandatory class provides participants an opportunity to 
gain hands-on experience with our AED (defibrillator) and participate in a practice drill.  
Greenwich EMS has significantly reduced the cost, enabling the church to offer it at no charge to 
participants.  Space is limited, so please register with Sue Asselin, Parish Nurse at ext. 21. 

 

A look ahead to April… 

On Sunday April 3, FCCOG’s own Enid Norris, M.S., LMFT will present Can You Relate?-Fostering Healthy 
Relationships.  What are the components of a healthy relationship?  How can we nurture each other and have fulfilling 
and meaningful connections with our family, friends, and loved ones?  What role does spirituality play in our 
interpersonal relationships?  Enid Norris, Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist, will explore the characteristics of 
healthy relationships and lead an interactive discussion on fostering meaningful connections.  

Journey Between Generations:  Lunch, Laughter and Lifetime Lessons   (Continued from page 5) 
 

The second part of this project will be undertaken by the confirmands who could not go that Sunday.  They 
will review our interviews and the photos and produce a document that will reflect the depth of the experience 
we shared.  Gilda, the social worker at Pilgrim Towers, was so touched by what she witnessed between her 
residents and our kids, that she had tears in her eyes as she said goodbye and thank you, to Rosemary.  
 

We thank our Pastor, Susan Murtha, for envisioning this experience and making it possible for us to go.   
John Newton, the President of the Residents Association, wrote, "Yesterday you brought God back into 
Pilgrim Towers.  The joy and excitement from our elderly intermixing with your church's confirmation youth 
will be retained by our residents for a long time to come."   One resident said, "I've been through some bad 
times and I've been through some good times.  These are the good times as I get older."  Everyone who 
participated in this field trip certainly thought this experience was a good time too.   
 

Pilgrim Towers is an affordable residence for many elders in the community.  First Congregational Church of 
Greenwich has supported Pilgrim Towers and its residents since its founding in the 1960s.  
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Recycling News from the Environmental Mission Team 
 
For years the #5 plastic cups have been the bane of the good home recy-
cler.  The cups are hard to avoid buying and mostly useless for recycling.  
Finally there is a good option for some people.  Whole Foods on the Post 
Road in downtown Greenwich will recycle them. Stack up your contain-
ers, such as cottage cheese and #5 yogurt containers ... not the #6 yogurt 
containers ... until you have enough to justify the trip, and drop them off 
at the collection site, just outside the door at Whole Foods.   
 
Items which should be recycled at Holly Hill include electronic waste, fluorescent bulbs, CFL bulbs, bat-
teries, corrugated cardboard and much more.  For more information about Holly Hill, you may call them 
at 203-622-0377 or go to the public works/waste disposal section of the town website, which is  
greenwichct.org. 

Continued from front cover… 

Men’s Retreat:  Come and Join Us! 
 

 

Friday night spaghetti dinner...meeting starts at 6:00 pm and is scheduled to end at 10:00 pm (social time followed 
by dinner and UN/UNICEF overview presentation block).  Saturday 8:30 am coffee and doughnuts/social gathering 
and continuing presentation/discussion; through mid-day, light lunch (second UN/UNICEF presentation block). 
 

Voluntary Contribution:  $10 to cover food/beverages with remainder to be our contribution to our host                        
sister church, NGCC (whose kitchen we promise to leave spic and span...just like at home!) 

 

RSVP by March 13:  Chuck McConnell at cmcconnell@stewartcoopercoon.com  
or Avery Manchester at averycoe@aol.com 

 

Bible Study 
 

Our study in Luke, which got postponed a couple of weeks, will continue into the first 
two weeks of March.  How far will we get?  That part is not clear, but what is clear is 
that Luke is yielding wonderfully rich material about the life of Jesus, some of it 
uniquely his own.  Our numbers continue to grow and the questions are getting better (and harder for the 
leader to answer!).  But there is still room for you each Sunday or Tuesday to join in this fascinating study 
that seems to be taking on a life of its own.  
 

 Join us Sunday at 11:15 am or Tuesday at 7:30 pm. 

 

Dates:  Friday, March 18 and Saturday, March 19  

Location:  North Greenwich Congregational Church, Riversville Rd. (across from the Audubon) 

Featured Topic of Our Focus:  UN/UNICEF 
Presenter and Discussion Leader:  Our own church member, Barry Wentworth,  

Deputy Director of UNICEF Finance 
Chaplain:  Rev. Avery Manchester 

http://www.greenwichct.org
mailto:cmcconnell@stewartcoopercoon.com
mailto:averycoe@aol.com
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Lunch, Limits & Lent: when less is more  
 

A “mini-retreat” for teachers with Pastor Susan Murtha 
 

Sunday, March 27 
11:30 AM – 1:00 PM in the Daniels Center 

 

L u n c h :  
We’ll provide a light one and share some results of the January teacher survey! 
 

L i m i t s :   
What the bible tells us over and over is that we are human creatures, not gods. It tells us that when we deny 
the limits of our humanity we become a danger to ourselves and to others. It tells us we are  blessed by living 

within our human limits, under the governance of God. 
 

L e n t :   
The 40-day season of reflection, prayer and turning back to God is a time to come to terms with our human 
limits and discover the blessings of faithfully living within them. 

 

 

RSVP to Rosemary and please let us know if you’d like childcare 

 

 

“Musical Notes”  
 

Musical Highlights for the Month of March 
 

 

 

 

On March 6, the Chancel Choir will be sharing an anthem entitled “Praise” by the British composer Alec 
Rowley.  Born in 1892, Rowley studied at the Royal Academy of Music in London where he was a student 
of Frederick Corder.  Later in his career, he taught composition at Trinity College in London and was 
organist/choir director at St. Alban’s Church, Teddington, England.  
 

Later in March, the choir will also be singing another British anthem by Samuel Sebastian Wesley, who 
was the grandson of Charles Wesley, one of the founders of Methodism.  Samuel held positions at many 
famous churches around England, including Hereford, Exeter and Gloucester.  His anthem “Blessed be the 
God and Father” is a larger work for solo voices and choir. 

 

Rounding out the month will be works by Frenchman Charles Gounod (O divine redeemer) and Louis 
Vierne (Kyrie Eleison from Solemn Mass).  
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NEWS FROM THE RUMMAGE ROOM: 

  

 

Spring is coming and none too soon!   The Rummage Room reopened 
its doors at 1:00 pm on Monday, February 28 with all ‘new’ spring 
merchandise.  WINTER CLOTHING IS OUT AND SPRING 
CLOTHING IS IN!!!!!!   Come in and have a look ... you will want to 
immediately spoil yourself when you see the beautiful clothing, shoes 
and handbags.  In addition, we have a fun array of St. Patrick’s Day 
clothing and items to celebrate the ‘Wearin' O' the Green’ on March 
17.    
  

Manager’s Wish List for March:   

Spring clothing including shoes, handbags and jewelry; St. Patrick’s Day clothing and other items; 
Easter clothing for men, women and children; Easter items; good bric-a-brac; and small 
furniture.  We welcome any and all donations of clean, sellable merchandise, not only for spring but 
for all the seasons and holidays of the year.    

  

The Rummage Room is open for business Monday 
through Friday 10:00 am to 5:00 pm, and on Saturday 
10:00 am to 1:00 pm.  Donations are accepted Monday 
through Friday 9:30 am to 4:30 pm, and on Saturday 9:30 
am to 12:30 pm.  Please do not leave donations outside the 
shop when The Rummage Room is closed.    

 

The Rummage Room is dedicated to the goal of raising 
funds to be distributed to organizations who support 
women’s and children’s causes.  The Allocations 
Committee headed by Prill Meyer meets monthly to study 

and make the best possible decisions regarding the funds to be awarded.  That is why your 
donations, shopping support and volunteerism are so appreciated.  Thank you. 
  

Without trivializing the recent events in Tucson, Arizona, maybe they will cause us to make more of 
an effort in our attitudes toward one another.  People ‘might’ forget what we say; people ‘might’ 
forget what we do ... but people ‘always’ remember how we made them ‘feel.’  So treat every person 
as though it's the last time you will see one another! 

 
 

   Don’t believe there’s plenty of time for everything.  There isn’t!  ~ Lillian Hellman 
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The First Congregational Church Preschool 
 

Summer- FUN -tastic Summer Program 2011 
 

The Summer-Fun-tastic Program at The First Congregational Church Preschool serves children between 
the ages of 3 and 5 (entering kindergarten in September).  The program consists of three 2-week sessions: 
 

Session 1:  June 20 – July 1:  Filipo’s World of Sports. Children will participate in 
soccer, basketball, kickball, gym games and golf activities.  Session activities devel-
oped and implemented by Filipo Caro. 

Session 2:  July 5 – July 15:  The Arts Factory. Children will experience various art 
media such as acrylic painting, mixed media, watercolor, pastel, clay, music. 

Session 3:  July 18 – July 29:  Science Sleuths. The children will explore the myster-
ies of magnets, air pressure, colors, sound, classification & patterns, plants & ani-
mals.  Other activities include arts & crafts, playground, sprinkler, and snack.  Chil-
dren bring their lunch. 

 

Seahorses:  Children who are 3 years old by 12/31/2011 and are entering a 3’s program 
in September. Children must be toilet trained.  The program operates Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm.  The cost per session is $350.00. 
 

All other children, Monday – Friday from 9:00 am to 1:30 pm.  Cost per session is $550.00.  
 

Contact Information:   

The First Congregational Church Preschool 

108 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich, CT 06870                                                                        
Phone:  203-637-5430; Email:  libbyw@fccog.org  

              2011 Crop Walk! 

        DATE:  Sunday, April 10 
 

We walk because they walk…many people in developing 
countries walk up to 8 miles a day just to get food and water 

for their families.  We walk with them in their struggle to survive and provide for their 
families. We walk to stop hunger.  Come walk with us!   
 

First Presbyterian, Second Congregational, St. Paul's Lutheran in Byram, 
Presbyterian Church of Old Greenwich, and more are expected to join in. 
 

Join a FCCOG Team Today!   

Contact Rosemary Lamie or Mark Montgomery for more information.  

mailto:libbyw@fccog.org
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         MARCH  B IRTHDAYS  
03/01 Decima Button 

03/01 Deborah LaCivita 

03/01 Tom Beam 

03/01 Robert Finch 

03/02 Annette Baker Fox 

03/02 Roland Klingner 

03/02 Sandra Millspaugh 

03/02 David Ranta 

03/02 Kevin Goggins 

03/03 Chris O'Donnell 

03/03 David Ficker 

03/03 Darleyne Sandreuter 

03/03 Don Carlson 

03/03 H Alden Richmond 

03/03 Ella Quinn 

03/03 Ellen Sykes 

03/04 Avery Manchester 

03/04 Lea Menegon 

03/04 David Robbins 

03/04 Dr David Young 

03/04 Lisa DeNatale 

03/04 Wayne Hileman 

03/04 Karim Sadik-Khan 

03/04 Morgan Wolfe 

03/04 Charlie Baird 

03/05 Bobbie Hopkins 

03/05 Louise Schmitt 

03/05 April Condon 

03/05 Torey Farriss 

03/05 Ohireime Ariyibi 

03/06 Sue McCalley 

03/06 John Michael Fryback 

03/06 Joey Rogers 

03/06 Elisabeth Ware 

03/07 Brian Carlson 

03/07 Robert Schroeder 

03/07 Donald Breismeister 

03/07 Isabelle Schless 

03/07 Tucker Stafford 

03/07 Luke Cofer 

03/07 Maddy Beck 

03/08 Esther Coleman 

03/08 Dorothy Pidgursky 

03/08 Frank Zavattaro 

03/08 Sally Morgan 

03/08 Vicki Altmeyer 

03/08 Hillary Coleman 

03/08 Kyle Christensen 

03/08 William Christensen 

03/09 Wayne Leizear 

03/09 James MacDougall 

03/09 Dennis Alex 

03/09 Cheryl Anderson 

03/09 Emily Glendon 

03/10 Ruth Reed 

03/10 Lucy Hedrick 

03/10 Sherry Myer 

03/10 Lori Romano 

03/10 Edmund Luce 

03/11 Christie Coon 

03/11 Peg Wentworth 

03/11 Andrew Tedford 

03/11 Altan Sadik-Khan 

03/11 Eric Scott Andersen 

03/11 William Johnson 

03/11 Alexander Bernsten 

03/12 Douglas Bloom 

03/12 Cindy Trask 

03/12 Diane Kretschmann 

03/12 Jane Brash 

03/12 Elaine Teeters 

03/12 Kelley Bailey 

03/12 Michelle Maxwell 

03/12 Francesca Lotufo 

03/13 Rosamond Brady 

03/13 Lucinda Allen 

03/13 Everett Burns 

03/14 Warner Finney 

03/14 Nancy Allen 

03/14 Janet Savin 

03/14 Sandra Boles 

03/14 Burt Harrington 

03/14 Asa Hazen 

03/14 Lindsay Erickson 

03/14 Jackson Jacoby 

03/15 John Standish 

03/15 Ronald Nelson 

03/15 Albert Gordon 

03/15 Thomas Johnson 

03/15 Andie Liebowitz 

03/15 Isabelle Mackell 

03/15 Peter Mackell 

03/15 Jacob Millspaugh 

03/16 Robert Medvey 

03/16 Dale Myer 

03/16 Steve Crihfield 

03/16 Kathryn Atkin 

03/16 Nicholas Bernsten 

03/16 George Wheelock 

03/16 Alexander DeFusco 

03/17 Cathie Weigner 

03/17 David Bennett 

03/17 Sandra Haviland 

03/17 Connor Koorbusch 

03/17 Jimmy Heidt 

03/17 Lia Zavattaro 

03/17 Anna Robarts 

03/17 Richard Sykes 

03/18 Sandra Sandlock 

03/19 Carol Lee Rawn 

03/19 Dawn McCready 

03/19 Cara Olmsted 

03/19 Carrie Braddock 

03/19 Catherine Mahoney 

03/19 Alexander Ghaffari 

03/19 Audrey Mackay 

03/19 Kate Wentworth 

03/20 Kara Liebowitz 

03/21 Janet Brooks 

03/21 Virginia Liddel 

03/21 Eric Baker 

03/21 Kevin Mackay 

03/21 Jenny Riddell 

03/21 Nick Stewart 

03/21 Elizabeth Morris 

03/22 Phyllis Gregor 

03/22 Penny Low 

03/22 Kenneth Olsson 

03/22 Kyle Young 

03/22 Peter De Riemer 

03/22 Eloise Hager 

03/22 Thomas Sahrbeck 

03/23 Tad Larrabee 

03/23 Robert Anderson 

03/24 Kim Scopelliti 

03/24 John Cofer 

03/24 Gage Benoit 

03/25 Darlene Moore 

03/25 Denise Leidy 

03/25 Sybren Hoekstra 

03/26 Christopher Cleworth 

03/26 Curtis Carlson 

03/26 Anita Windels 

03/26 Olivia Koorbusch 

03/27 Mary Durland 

03/27 Jay Shaw 

03/27 Leslie Burton 

03/27 Tucker Serenbetz 

03/27 Hendrick Schless 

03/27 Emily Brash 

03/27 Will Perry 

03/27 Kendall Thompson 

03/27 Alexa Zavattaro 

03/28 Joan Denne 

03/28 Katharine Fountain 

03/28 Charlie Taggart 

03/28 Emma Olmsted 

03/29 Chee Chee Purdie 

03/29 Elizabeth Church 

03/29 Nicole Pacent 

03/30 Elizabeth Mose 

03/30 John Trepanier 

03/30 Matthew Jacobs 

03/30 George Thalheim 

03/30 Lisa Maxwell 

03/31 Richard Jenkins 

03/31 Jean Bruder 

03/31 Daniel Lepoutre 

03/31 Avery Edwards 

L ife E vents:                                                                                                                                                                 Deaths                        

                           Richard Benson—January 23, 2011            David R. Cowles—February 6, 2011     

                        Phyllis H. Palmer—February 1, 2011          Robert Wilson—February 12, 2011                                                                                                                                   

                        Michael Cerussi—February 14, 2011           Marie Preucil—February 19, 2011 
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From the Board of Trustees: 
 

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I would like to thank the congregation for its 
deliberative work at the recent Annual Meeting.  Pastor housing assistance is a 
complex issue for our congregation and many of our neighboring churches.  On 
behalf of the Board of Trustees, we are committed to fulfilling your directive. 

 

Ad Hoc Committee I:  Rev. Murtha’s Residence 

Last December, the Trustees approved the overall pastoral housing motion, which 
specified that we convene two ad hoc committees.  One committee will oversee the process of housing Rev. 
Murtha.  This committee is composed of the chairs of the Asset Management, Budget, Buildings & Grounds, 
and Personnel subcommittees and the chair of the Board of Trustees.  Rev. Murtha has begun her search for a 
residence with Bobbie Hopkins, a local realtor, who has graciously done this work pro bono for our past 
pastors.  This ad hoc committee will report periodically to you through this newsletter. 

 

Ad Hoc Committee II:   Compensation Advisory Committee 

The second ad hoc committee is the Compensation Advisory Committee.  It will study and prepare some 
suggested guidelines for the Board of Trustees to formally consider.  The focus will be on pastor 
compensation models, including housing assistance. 

 

This committee will kick off on Tuesday, March 8, 7:30-8:30 pm, in Room 104.  We will meet monthly.  
We welcome all past or current members of the Trustees or the Church Committee to join us.  

 

We have compiled a document to share at the first meeting summarizing the lessons we learned during the 
past year when the church ran two searches simultaneously.  The past process was problematic and we are 
interested in developing clearer guidelines for future compensation packages.  We are interested in deepening 
our understanding of the local pastoral housing practices in Fairfield County and other areas. 

 

If you would be interested in attending, please join us on March 8.  If possible, please call me ahead at 

203-637-9099 so I can be sure we have enough chairs and documents.  In case of snow, please check the 
church website to see if the meeting has been postponed. 

 

Warm regards,  

Betsy Moore, Chair of the Board of Trustees 

 

 

TAI CHI CLASSES  
 

 
 

All are welcome!  Improve your balance, health and well being.  Come and 
experience the many wonderful benefits of Tai Chi and Qi Gong exercises.  Classes 
are held on Wednesdays at 8 am and Thursdays at 9 am.  Only $7 per class if paid by 
the month, and $8 per class for “drop ins.”   Join us!   You’ll love it! 
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Mission Statement 
 

The Literacy Mission Team is committed to helping people of all ages improve their comfort and fluency 

with American English, and thereby quality of interactive life.  Our mission involves the development of a 

variety of skills related to English literacy.  We work with local existing organizations that promote literacy. 

Some programs require training of the volunteers in tutoring techniques and offer structured super-

vision.  We also identify and reach out to groups in the community who may be challenged by the English 

language.  As we reach out to our wider community in this way, we connect our mission to that of Christ.  
 
 

“CONVERSATIONS” PROGRAM AT BYRAM/SHUBERT LIBRARY 
 

The Friends of the Byram Shubert Library have established an adult 
“Conversations” program.  Volunteers are needed to meet one-on-one with an 
ESL member of our community for an hour a week for the purpose of tutoring 
conversational English, reading difficulties, and dealing with language problems 
together.  Excellent resources and tutorial space are available at the library, with 
minimal preparation necessary.  Weekly time and day is determined by the 
tutor and tutee.  The contact person from FCCOG is Mary-Ann Assing.  She 
can be reached at 203-532-0082 or mazalman@aol.com.  Together you can 
begin the process of matching tutor to mentee.  
 

READING CHAMPIONS 
 

Reading Champions trains its volunteers to improve the skills and self-confidence of school children who need 
a boost in reading.  Volunteers, under the guidance of school staff, work with students on specific reading 
needs as determined by the staff.  These needs may include reading fluency, word identification and reading 
comprehension.  In addition, volunteers are encouraged to help children enjoy reading via book reading 
sessions.  
 

Volunteers meet with his/her student on a one-on-one basis one-hour per week.  The volunteers should be 
committed to helping children find long-term success through reading proficiency and enjoyment. The 
volunteers should also want to develop a supportive and caring relationship with each child.  
 

Reading Champions began on October 16, 2008 at the North Mianus School as a pilot program for the 
Greenwich Public Schools.  In January 2009, Reading Champions programs were added to all kindergarten 

classes at North Mianus and to the BANC After-School Program at the Bryam Archibald 
Community Center.   The program was evaluated in May, 2008.  Because of the positive 
response by the teachers, reading specialists, students and tutors and the improvement 
demonstrated by the participating students, Reading Champions received a grant from 
the Greenwich Alliance for Education for the 2009/2010 school year.  In addition, 
Reading Champions was the recipient of the 2008 Outstanding New Volunteer 
Organization Award from the Volunteer Center of Southwestern Connecticut.  Reading 
Champions will continue the program in 2009/2010 in the following locations:  North 

Mianus School, BANC, New Lebanon School, Hamilton Avenue School, Glenville School and North Street  
                                                                                                                                             Continued next page... 

THE LITERACY MISSION TEAM 

mailto:mazalman@aol.com
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The Literacy Mission Team (continued from previous page) 
 

School.  Reading Champions is sponsored by the Greenwich Public Schools, The United Way of Greenwich 
and the Greenwich Alliance for Education.  The contact person for Reading Champions is Joan Lowe, 
terrylowe@aol.com, but those interested should first contact FCCOG’s contact person, Mary Lennon at    
203-531-3382 or mlennon8@aol.com.  
 

***Immediate Need***  
 

Joan Lowe needs several people to tutor school-age children at Dundee School.  If interested, please contact 

her directly at: 203-344-1028. 

 

LITERACY VOLUNTEERS OF STAMFORD AND GREENWICH 

Literacy Volunteers has a comprehensive website which includes its mission, testimonials, and tutor training 

information.  Explore this option at www.LVSG.org. 

 

KT MURPHY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL – STAMFORD, CT 
 

KT Murphy Elementary School has a real need for volunteers in Grades 3-5 for reading and/or math 
tutoring.  You will work one-on-one with a student for one hour each week.  As with Reading Champions, 
volunteers should be committed to helping children find long-term success through reading proficiency and 
enjoyment.  The volunteers should also want to develop a supportive and caring relationship with each child.   
Potential volunteers should contact Elen Sotzing (ESL teacher at KT Murphy) at ElenSotz@aol.com or 203-
977-4516. 

FCCOG WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP SOUP SALE 

(To Benefit Women’s Fellowship)  

Come Buy Soup by the Quart for Your Eating Pleasure---$6/qt. 

 

 
 

Men and Women of FCCOG: WE NEED YOUR SOUP DONATIONS: 

         What:  Any kind of your favorite soup* to serve hot or cold in our quart containers. 
                         E-mail Pat Schay at pat@schay.com (ph. 203-698-1979) with name of soup, number of qts                                          

         you’ll make (4 – 6 qts. would be great!) and all ingredients. 

         Where: Quart-size soup containers and printed labels will be in the church office  

         When:  Return full, labeled containers to church kitchen any Sunday up to March 27 at Coffee Hour    

                (we’ve got freezer space).  
  

*Some ideas for kinds of soup and ingredients:  Vegetable, Pasta, Rice, Beef, Barley and other grains, Chicken or Turkey, 

Chili, Lentils and beans, etc.  Any and all combinations welcome! (make sure to e-mail the soup name, number of qts. 
and list all ingredients for consumer information) 

SOUP’S  

ON! 
Sunday, March 27 at Coffee Hour, 11 am—1 pm 

Monday and Tuesday Mornings, March 28 and 29, 11 am—1 pm  

at The First Congregational Church Kitchen 

mailto:terrylowe@aol.com
mailto:mlennon8@aol.com
http://www.LVSG.org
mailto:ElenSotz@aol.com
mailto:pat@schay.com
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The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Ministers:  The Members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Senior Pastor:  Rev. Dr. David D. Young, dyoung@fccog.org 

Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry:  Rev. Mark D. Montgomery, mmontgomery@fccog.org 

Associate Pastor for Christian Education:  Rev. Susan J. Murtha, smurtha@fccog.org 

Minister of Communication and Adult Education:  Rev. Daniel B. England, dengland@fccog.org 

Minister of Pastoral Care:  Rev. Avery C. Manchester, amanchester@fccog.org 

Director of Music:  Dr. Craig Scott Symons, craigs@fccog.org 

Director of Church School:  Rosemary Lamie, rosemaryl@fccog.org 

Director of Membership:  Ginny Breismeister, ginnyb@fccog.org 

Director of Publications::  Barbara Wilkov, barbaraw@fccog.org 

Parish Nurse:  Susan Asselin, RN, susana@fccog.org 

Pastors Emeriti:  Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Rev. Sally Colegrove 

Director of Music Emeritus: Dr. John Stansell 
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