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t is with real joy that you are welcomed to worship this morning at 
First Congregational Church of Greenwich.  As summer unfolds, 

we seek rest and renewal along with a renewed sense of meaning, 
purpose, and vision.  May we worship not only with our lips, but 
with our lives as our faith demonstrates itself in compassionate caring 
for other people and the needs of a hurting and broken world. 

I

 
 

 
PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 

Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices. 
*All who are able please stand 

‡Seating of latecomers 

 
PRELUDE                                                 Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organ 

Prelude in B Minor                                          Cesar Franck                    
 
CALL TO COMMUNITY                                     Rev. Susan J. Murtha 

Please sign and pass the red book. 
 

PRAISING GOD 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   
                              
*‡OPENING HYMN AND PROCESSION 
 Sing Praise to God, Our Highest Good                                                          
                                                          New Century (black) Hymnal 6 

           
OPENING PRAYER                                                            
 O God of movement, keep us open 
 to the way you would have us 
 be involved in a hurting world. 
 
 We recognize the common bond of our humanity; 
 and give thanks for your acceptance 
 of each of us. 
 
 Prompt us to move into faithful 
 paths of service to you and to one another, 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 



CONFESSING TO GOD 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION                                                 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)  

Separated from one another, Lord, we have 
spent our hours rationalizing the limits of love, 

arguing clearly all around the spread of the cross. 
 
Those arms outstretched reach too far for us; love 

must be more antiseptic, we tell ourselves, clean and 
neat, polite, comfortable and reserved. 

 
Yet you, O Lord, love without reservation, a spendthrift 

of heart, giving yourself to us.  Love stands in mud 
with one in need, but we stand aside. 

 
Love weeps with one in grief, but we plot relief. 

Love embraces the lonely with lonely arms, 
but we stand sufficient. 
 

Love gives fully to the companion in hope, 
but we make sure of our safety. 

 
Love embraces the cross, but we nod in admiration. 

O God, forgive us our sufficiency, our pride, 
that we might stand together and grow together 

in humble faithfulness and love, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray… 

 
LORD'S PRAYER  
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil:  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever.  Amen. 

 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 



 
‡CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   
 Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
              

HEARING GOD'S WORD 
 
FIRST LESSON                                               Pat Larrabee 
 

The Hebrew Text – Micah 6:6-8 
 

ith what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself 
before God on high?  Shall I come before him with burnt 

offerings, with calves a year old?  Will the Lord be pleased with 
thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil?  Shall I give 
my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of 
my soul?”  He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does 
the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to 
walk humbly with your God?  

W“

 
SCRIPTURE ANTHEM                                            The Summer Choir 
 All Things Bright and Beautiful                     John Rutter                            
 
SECOND LESSON                                                                                  
                                   

The Epistle Text – Philippians 1:3-11 
 

 thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying 
with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your 

sharing in the gospel from the first day until now.  I am confident of 
this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to 
completion by the day of Jesus Christ.  

I

 
It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold 
me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in 
my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 
For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion 
of Christ Jesus.  
 
 



 
And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more 
with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is 
best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 
having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through 
Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.  
 
*‡HYMN   
 Christian, Rise and Act Your Creed   
                                                      New Century (black) Hymnal 537 
 
(As the hymn begins, the Church School children will leave for Summer Church 
School with Rosemary who will gather them in the narthex.)   

 
SERMON:  “Practicing Participation”                 Dr. David D. Young 

 
RESPONDING TO GOD 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                        

We believe in God: 
 Who has created and is creating, 
 Who has come in the true person, Jesus, 
 to reconcile and make new, 
 Who works in us and others by the Holy Spirit. 
 We trust God. 
 
God calls us to be the church: 
 To celebrate Christ’s presence, 
 To love and serve others, 
 To seek justice and resist evil, 
 To proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
 our judge and our hope. 
 
In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
 God is with us. 
We are not alone. 
 Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
                                                        United Church of Canada – A New Creed 

 



 

*GLORIA        New Century (black) Hymnal 754 
Glory to God the Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.  
Amen. 
 

CALL TO PASTORAL PRAYER                         Rev. Daniel B. England            
                       
PASTORAL PRAYER  
 
CALL TO OFFERING                                             
                                            
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                           The Summer Choir 
 Sing Praise to God                                   W. Lawrence Curry 
    
*DOXOLOGY                               New Century (black) Hymnal 776             

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; One God, 
Triune, whom we adore.  Amen.  Amen. 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                  
  

GOING FORTH TO SERVE GOD 
 
*CLOSING HYMN AND PROCESSION 
 Come, Labor On                       New Century (black) Hymnal 532 
 
*CLOSING SENTENCES 
Leader: All real living is meeting.   
People: Existence cannot be possessed  
 but only shared in.   
Leader: What have you then if you 
  have not life together?   
People: There is no life that is not community    
 and no community not lived in praise of God. 
                                                                                           Martin Buber/T.S. Eliot 
  



*BENEDICTION 
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE 
 
POSTLUDE                                                 
 Improvisation                                                Craig Scott Symons 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
The flowers in the Meetinghouse this morning are given in loving 
memory of Eva Fossum by her family. 
 
The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be 
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, 
leadership and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us 
as children of God.  We continue to give thanks for God's guidance 
in our journey of faith.   
 
We have child care for babies and toddlers every Sunday.  Your 
children are always welcome for the entire service or for a respite time 
if needed.  Please see an usher if you need directions.  
 
The 10:00 am Service is broadcast live each week on WGCH 1490 
AM Radio.  In addition, the service is available through the church’s  
website, www.fccog.org.  A bulletin can be found there as well as a 
link to the live broadcast.  Previous sermons may also be found there. 
 
Calendar                                                                                            
TODAY 
 
Summer Church School 
Summer Church School, a multiage one-room classroom of four 
through ten year olds, begins today.  Younger children are welcome 
in Child Care and older children are invited to come as helpers. We 
continue through the end of July.  
 
Parish Nurse 
Sue Asselin, RN is available in Room 203 after the Worship Service.  
Stop in to have your blood pressure checked or discuss any health 
concerns. 

http://www.fccog.org/


Visioning – Part II 
Please join us today from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm for the second session 
of the Church Committee’s Visioning process, also called Visioning.  
Lunch will be provided.  This gathering will be a grass roots, 
congregationally driven, dynamic and interactive event where we will 
have the chance to discern the major elements of a new and renewed 
vision for our church.  You are encouraged to attend whether or not 
you attended the first session and even if you haven’t signed up in 
advance. We have some extra food, so please join us! 

 
NEWS AND NOTICES  
 
Beach Services 
Beach services have begun for the season at 8:00 am each Sunday 
down at Greenwich Point (weather permitting).  If the beach service 
is cancelled due to inclement weather, a notice in red will be posted 
on our website by 7:30 am and a white piece of paper will be taped to 
the sermon sign on the church lawn.  
 
Become a Member of a Committee 
Where is your place at The First Congregational Church?  Everyone 
has a gift for something.  Everyone has a talent that can be shared.   
Please consider volunteering for a committee starting in January 
2012.  The nominating committee is searching for a "few good men, 
and women" to become an integral part of the fabric of our church.  
Contact one of the pastors or Lynn O'Gorman, chair of the 
Nominating Committee, at 203-921-9247 or 
laogorman@yahoo.com, to express your interest. 
 
Flower Donations 
Flowers in the Meetinghouse on Sunday mornings are something we 
have all come to enjoy. These flowers not only beautify our sanctuary, 
but are given to honor very special people and occasions in our lives.  
The reasons for donating flowers are many.  In addition to 
remembering a loved one, you can give flowers in celebration of 
marriages, anniversaries, baptisms, birthdays, congratulations, and 
thank you’s.  Donors can be an individual or a group.  After the 
morning worship has concluded, the blooms are often delivered to 
shut-ins, hospitals or other facilities bringing beauty and community 



to those who cannot be physically present in church. If, however, you 
prefer to keep the flowers you have donated, please let us know and 
we will make arrangements for that.  Please consider a Sunday when 
you would like to thank God and honor a special person or a special 
moment with a gift of flowers.  For more information, please contact: 
Pat Geismar at 203-637-3597; pat.geismar@gmail.com or Susan 
Murtha at 203-637-1791 x38; smurtha@fccog.org 
 
Summer Work 
Need summer help?  Need summer work?  Do you have 
opportunities for yard work, child care, tutoring, errands, etc?  Are 
you a high school or college student or even a recent graduate looking 
for work?   Just contact Rosemary at 203-637-1791 ext. 20 or 
RosemaryL@fccog.org to be connected. 
 
Summer Choir 
Have you wanted a different view for the summer?  Here is your 
chance to see things from a different perspective.  Each Sunday 
morning from now until Labor Day, everyone is welcome to join The 
Summer Choir!  Gathering at 9:00 am in the choir loft of the 
Meetinghouse, we will lift our voices in song as we learn new music 
that helps lead and inspire worship.  No previous experience is 
necessary, but reading music certainly helps.  And if you have college-
age or other family members who are in town that have instrumental 
talents, we can certainly put them to work as well.  Don't let your 
talents sit idle...use them to praise God on Sunday morning!   
 
News from The Rummage Room 
Manager Maria’s Wish List:  4th of July clothing and items; 5 lb. 
weights; CD cabinet; jewelry cabinet; card table (35x35); small 
bookcase; boy’s bike; scarab bracelet; jewelry; handbags; shoes; clean 
clothing.  Donations accepted 9:30 am to 4:30 pm Monday through 
Thursday, and Friday and Saturday 9:30 am to 12:30 pm.  Please do 
not leave donations when The Rummage Room is closed. 
The Rummage Room is open for shopping 10:00 am to 5:00 pm 
Monday through Friday and on Saturday 10:00 am to 1:00 pm.  
Stop and see the two wonderful summer windows. The Rummage 
Room will close for the month of August on Saturday, July 30.  
Reopening Day is Monday, August 29 at 10:00 am with all “new” 
merchandise. 

mailto:pat.geismar@gmail.com
mailto:smurtha@fccog.org
mailto:RosemaryL@fccog.org


Winston Churchill once said, “We make a living by what we get, but 
we make a life by what we give.”          
 
Food Collection 
A reminder that the Food Collection Barrel remains in the back of 
the Meetinghouse, so please contribute food each week.  Adding a 
few items to your weekly grocery store visit will make a significant 
difference at Neighbor to Neighbor.  Items currently in need are:   

• Cereal 
• Oatmeal 
• Pasta Sauce 
• Dried Beans 
• 100% Juice 
• Canned Tomatoes 
• Peanut Butter (no larger than 28 oz., please) 
• Jelly   

If you’ve forgotten your food items this morning, feel free to email 
fccoghungermission@gmail.com with your contact information and 
someone will pick up the food from your home and deliver to the 
Church for Neighbor to Neighbor. 
 
 

* * * 
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