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Easter Sunday 
24 April 2011 

9 and 11 o’clock in the morning 

 
ELCOME to this Festival Service of Worship at The First 
Congregational Church as we recall and celebrate together the 

great Easter themes which are at the heart of the Gospel we share in 
as a gift from God.  May the spirit of joy and affirmation, which is 
here, take hold of you in some long forgotten corners of your being 
and set your feet on that Way which is Christ’s continuing presence 
on your journey.  In the strong words of Bliss Perry, 

W

 
“Easter begins, like all deep things, in mystery and ends,  

like all high things, in courage.” 
 

 
PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 

Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices. 
*All who are able please stand 

‡Seating of latecomers 

 
PRELUDE                                                                       Organ and Brass 

Fanfare for Easter Day                               Gerald Bales 
Solemn Processional        Richard Strauss 

   
CALL TO COMMUNITY           9:00 am – Rev. Mark D. Montgomery 
Please sign and pass the red book.        11:00 am – Rev. Susan J. Murtha     
 

PRAISING GOD 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
 
EASTER PROCLAMATION 
Leader: Praise the Lord!  Christ is risen!  
People: He is risen indeed!  
Leader: For us the stone has been rolled away.  
People: Hallelujah!  Hallelujah! 
Leader: Christ has been raised from death to new life. 
People: Christ is risen indeed! 



*‡CHORAL INTROIT AND PROCESSIONAL HYMN 
                                               Congregation, Choir, Brass, Organ, Bells 
 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today       New Century (black) Hymnal 233 
                                               Arrangement by John Ferguson 
           
OPENING PRAYER 
 Gracious Lord, 

 we give thanks for Easter’s  
 rehearsal of hope, 
for this day’s promise that  
 you will not give us death forever, 
and for your call to get on with your work. 
Take away our dread and darkness, 
 and lead us into celebration, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

  
CONFESSING TO GOD 

 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION       
                                                 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)  
 O God, of all our uncharted tomorrows, who addresses us with 

hope in the Easter message of resurrection and renewal, we 
confess that we are those too easily captivated by death images. 

 …You bid us rise and walk, but we have an arsenal of excuses 
 which justifies our horizontal living.  

…You share the secret of that life which is abundant, while we 
 play it safe and experience a leanness in our living.  
Forgive us for all those portions of our life which deny the reality 
of resurrection and bind us to the deadness of habit and routine. 
For, we would be caught up this day in that quality of life and 
love which is the risen Christ, who taught us to pray… 
   

LORD'S PRAYER  
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 



us from evil:  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever.  Amen. 

 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 
‡CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   
 Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
  
ANTHEM                                             9:00 am only - The Youth Choir 

Now Life Rises in the Morning                             Mark Shepherd 
 
Choir: Now life rises in the morning, 
 Painting hope across the sky, 
 Sin and death in wonder scorning; 
 World, behold the Crucified. 
 
 Gone the devil’s curse and pow’r, 
 Here Messiah’s finest hour, 
 His the resurrection story; 
 Alleluia, his the glory! 
  
 Now we have a risen Savior, 
 Living by the Spirit’s breath. 
 Finished is salvation’s labor; 
 Won, the vict’ry over death. 
 
 Where the darkness yields to dawn, 
 Where the saints in light have gone, 
 There we’ll live and sing together 
 Alleluias, now and ever. 

 
 

 All:   (join in for last verse on the next page) 
 



 
 

HEARING GOD'S WORD 
 
FIRST LESSON                                        9:00 am - Stephanie Woodman 
                                                            11:00 am - Betsy Kreuter     
              

Job 14:7-14 
 

“For there is hope for a tree, if it is cut down, that it will sprout again, 
and that its shoots will not cease.  Though its root grows old in the 
earth, and its stump dies in the ground, yet at the scent of water it 
will bud and put forth branches like a young plant.  But mortals die, 
and are laid low; humans expire, and where are they?  As waters fail 
from a lake, and a river wastes away and dries up, so mortals lie down 
and do not rise again; until the heavens are no more, they will not 



awake or be roused out of their sleep.  Oh that you would hide me in 
Sheol, that you would conceal me until your wrath is past, that you 
would appoint me a set time, and remember me!  If mortals die, will 
they live again?  All the days of my service I would wait until my 
release should come.  
 
 

SCRIPTURE ANTHEM                    The Chancel Choir, Organ, Brass 
      Ye Choirs of New Jerusalem                           C. V. Stanford 
 

Ye choirs of new Jerusalem, Your sweetest notes employ, 
The Paschal victory to hymn In strains of holy joy. 
 
For Judah’s Lion bursts His chains, Crushing the serpent’s head; 
And cries aloud through death’s domains To wake the imprisoned dead. 
 
From hell’s devouring jaws the prey Alone our Leader bore; 
His ransomed hosts pursue their way Where Jesus goes before. 
 
Triumphant in His glory now To Him all power is given; 
To Him in one communion bow All saints in earth and heaven. 
 
While we, His soldiers, praise our King, His mercy we implore, 
Within His palace bright to bring And keep us evermore. 
 
All glory to the Father be, All glory to the Son, 
All glory, Holy Ghost, to Thee, While endless ages run. 

                       
SECOND LESSON                                                9:00 am - Jean Watkins   
                                                                    11:00 am - Betsy Kreuter     
 

Luke 24:13-35 
 

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called 
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with  
each other about all these things that had happened.  While they were 
talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 
but their eyes were kept from recognizing him.  And he said to them, 
“What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” 
They stood still, looking sad.  Then one of them, whose name was 
Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who 



does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” 
He asked them, “What things?”  They replied, “The things about 
Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word 
before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders 
handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him.  But 
we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel.  Yes, and besides 
all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 
Moreover, some women of our group astounded us.  They were at 
the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body 
there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision 
of angels who said that he was alive.  Some of those who were with us 
went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they 
did not see him.”  Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, 
and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 
Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and 
then enter into his glory?”  Then beginning with Moses and all the 
prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the 
scriptures.  As they came near the village to which they were going, he 
walked ahead as if he were going on.  But they urged him strongly, 
saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now 
nearly over.”  So he went in to stay with them.  When he was at the 
table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to 
them.  Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he 
vanished from their sight.  They said to each other, “Were not our 
hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while 
he was opening the scriptures to us?”  That same hour they got up 
and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their 
companions gathered together.  They were saying, “The Lord has 
risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!”  Then they told what 
had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to 
them in the breaking of the bread.  
 
*‡HYMN   
 Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise              Arranged by James Biery 
 

Hail the day that sees Him rise, Alleluia! 
To His throne above the skies, Alleluia! 
Christ, awhile to mortals given, Alleluia! 
Reascends His native heaven, Alleluia! 
 



There the glorious triumph waits, Alleluia! 
Lift your heads, eternal gates, Alleluia! 
Christ hath conquered death and sin, Alleluia! 
Take the King of glory in, Alleluia! 
 
Still for us His death He pleads, Alleluia! 
Prevalent He intercedes, Alleluia! 
Near Himself prepares our place, Alleluia! 
Harbinger of human race, Alleluia! 

                                      
SERMON                          “Son Rise”                    Dr. David D. Young 
                  (Seventh in a Sermon Series: “Following Christ”) 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   
 He, although He was in the divine Form, 
 Did not think equality with God 
 a thing to be grasped; 
 But surrendered His rank 
 And took the role of a servant; 
 Becoming like the rest of humankind, 
 And appearing in a human role; 
 He humbled Himself, 
 In an obedience that went so far as to die. 
 For this, 
 God raised Him to the highest honour, 
 And conferred upon Him the highest rank of all; 
 That, 
 at Jesus’ name every knee should bow, 
  and every tongue should own that 
 “Jesus Christ is Lord.”          Philippians 2:6-11 
                                                                                              

*GLORIA     New Century (black) Hymnal 754 
Glory to God the Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. Amen. 

 
CALL TO PASTORAL PRAYER    9:00 am – Rev. Avery C. Manchester 
                                                     11:00 am – Rev. Daniel B. England 



                  
PASTORAL PRAYER AND QUIET MEDITATION 
 
CALL TO OFFERING                                             
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                            The Chancel Choir             
 I am the Resurrection                                   K. Lee Scott 
 

 The congregation is invited to join the choir for stanza 5: 
 (on next page) 
 
1) At Lazarus’ tomb our weeping Lord gave thanks to God on 

high, then called his friend to rise from death, restoring him to 
life and breath; the dead had heard him cry. “I am the 
resurrection and the life.” 
 

2) And to the place of death he went, creation’s Lord and King; 
he bore all our infirmities, was bruised for our iniquities, 
and drew death’s dreadful sting. “I am the resurrection and 
the life.” 

 
3) “Then Adam died,” the Scriptures say, which made creation 

weep; the Second Adam, Christ the Lord, once died, yet God 
his life restored, the first of them that sleep. “I am the 
resurrection and the life.” 

 
4)  Now set at God’s right hand on high, we wait for his return. 

With sounding trumpets through the skies, he then shall bid 
the nations rise, and all his power shall learn. “I am the 
resurrection and the life. 



  
 
*DOXOLOGY                               New Century (black) Hymnal 776 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all creatures 
here below; Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; One God, Triune, whom 
we adore. Amen.  Amen.  

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

GOING FORTH TO SERVE GOD 
 

*CLOSING HYMN AND PROCESSION 
 Thine is the Glory                                 Pilgrim (red) Hymnal 193 
                                                            Arranged by Robert Hobby 
 
*CLOSING SENTENCES 
Leader:   Things come undone - - 
  Bud, grave - - things open one by one. 
  Across a gashed sky colors run, 
  The setting and the rising sun. 



People: Things come apart - -  
 Sealed tomb, locked heart - -  
 Dead things restart. 
 New Life has now begun 
  The setting and the rising sun. 
Leader: Things come unwound - -  
 Shroud, chain that once bound - - 
People: Love hatches from the earthquake ground 
 Breath beyond bruise is won. 
   The setting and the rising sun. 
                                                                               Edith Lovejoy Pierce 

 
*BENEDICTION 
 
*CONGREGATION AND CHOIR RESPONSE 
 Hallelujah (from Messiah)                       George Frideric Handel 
                                                       Arranged by S. Drummond Wolff 
                                                
POSTLUDE                                                                    Brass and Organ   
  Toccata from Symphonie pour orgue No. 5 op. 42    
                                                                        Charles Marie Widor 
 
Instrumentalists for the Services are:   
Mark Swicegood, organist; Lowell Hershey and Jim Cifelli, trumpets; Bill 
Bonnell, horn; Steve Shulman and Cliff Haynes, trombones and Eric 
Phinney, timpani.                                                                        
___________________________________________________ 
  
The Easter flower decorations in the Meetinghouse this morning were done 
by Doris Moss and the Chancel Committee. 
 
The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be open 
and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership and 
employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.  
We continue to give thanks for God's guidance in our journey of faith.   
 
We have child care for babies and toddlers every Sunday.  Your 
Children are always welcome for the entire service or for a respite  
time if needed.  Please see an usher if you need directions.  
 



The 10:00 am Service is broadcast live each week on WGCH 1490 AM 
Radio.  In addition, the service is available through the church’s  
website:  www.fccog.org.  A bulletin can be found there as well as a link to 
the live broadcast.  Previous sermons may also be found there.   
                                                                                         ________    
 

Easter Flowers 
 

The decorations in the Meetinghouse this morning are given in joyful  
and loving memory (M) of, and in honor (H) of: 

 
Louise and Harrison Reed by their son, Gifford Reed and family (M) 
Winifred and Gilbert Kretschmann and Katherine and George Shaib by 

Paul, Diane and Kate Kretschmann (M) 
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald A. Thurman and Mr. and Mrs. Tom R. Ragland by 

Tom and Marilyn Ragland (M) 
Joan and Jim Kreuter by their children and grandchildren (M) 
Bill and Charlie Robertson by their brother and sister, Eric and Betsy 

Kreuter (M) 
Allan W. Colegrove by his wife, Carolyn (M) 
My parents, Edward and Eva Grant by Carolyn Colegrove (M) 
Daniel and Lorraine Radosh, my parents by Sandra Radosh (M) 
Norma Mathis, my friend by Sandra Radosh (M) 
Clinton Olsen and Tucker Davis by Eleanore Olsen (M) 
Karen and Mario Scrivanos by Karen Scrivanos Oztemel (M) 
Beth T. Baldwin by Anne Baldwin Castine (M) 
Sally & Robert Hathaway and Ben Ramsdell by the Hathaway Family (M) 
Roger A. Lepoutre by the Lepoutre Family (M) 
David and Don Walton, son and husband of Connie Walton (M) 
Eva Fossum by her family (M) 
Our parents, Harold and Ruth Hopkins and Raymond and Mildred 

Hamilton by Rich and Bobbie Hopkins and family (M) 
Jay and Phyllis Quinn by Frank and Shona Quinn (M) 
Mildred & Albert Isaacson and Mary & C.A. Suitts by Gerry Isaacson (M) 
Carol C. Sweger by her family (M) 
My family by Thelma Colegrove (M) 
Margaret, Joseph and Donald Fegyveresi, and Carmine and Frances 

Simione by April Condon (M) 
Anna S. and Bene Militana II, Daisy T. and Bene Militana III, Martha B. 

and Frank Militana Sr., Frank Ragone, Anthony P. Latella, A. Mitchell 
Salmere, Sr., and Anthony Willliams by Letty G. Militana (M) 

Our loved ones by The Liddel Family (M) 
John Provoost by Jack, Judy, Michael, Jennifer and David Provoost  (M) 

http://www.fccog.org/


William J. Provoost Jr. by his wife, Suzanne, daughter, Patti and son, Jack 
(M) 

My parents, Dorothy and John Green, in-laws, Willa and Bill Provoost Sr. 
and grandson, John Provoost by Suzanne Provoost (M) 

Marian and Fred Hout by Susie Hout Baker, Sara, Charlie and Lizzy (M) 
Efraim and Victoria Olson, and Ryan and Margaret Rosendale (parents), 

and Erna Nelson (aunt) by Ken and Erna Olson (M) 
Frank and Marjorie Sherman by Meg Sherman and Charlie Cook, Heather 

and Allen Zachary, Evan Cook and Liz Ryvkin (M) 
Our grandmother, Rusty Lewis by Billy, Tommy and Jimmy Heidt (M) 
Howard and Nina Flierl, and Marjorie and Arthur L. Billings, Jr. by Peter, 

Shirley and Alison Flierl (M) 
Melita and John Magness and Dana Andersen by their family (M) 
Our parents and our sisters by Bob and Harriet Starr (M) 
Harold “Pete” Kneen by Barbara, sons Jim and Bob, and grandchildren 

Cora and William (M) 
Edmond and Lorraine Miller, Peter Nielsen and Lisa Flynn by Richard 

Miller family (M) 
Jack and Jane McCready, and Lloyd and Ginny Heberling by Rob and 

Dawn Heberling McCready (M) 
Father and grandfather, Rafic Zaitoon by Rima and Afif (M) 
Anna and Elwood Squier, and Irene and Morton Lang by Carole and 

Franklin Lang (M)  
Robert Benoit by Jennifer Benoit (M) 
Mike Ciccareillo, our childhood friend, by Paul & Karen Pacent (M) 
Carolyn Paulus and The Youth Choir (H) 
Jessie Larson by Karen and Kirk Young (H) 
The Brash Family by Nancy L. Hume (H) 

 
Calendar                                                                                            
TODAY 
 
Church School 
There are no church school classes today but we will be back to our regular 
schedule next Sunday, May 1.  Also, next Sunday, the 5th graders will make 
another outreach visit to Pilgrim Towers where they will plant some flower 
gardens.  Happy Easter!!  A Note to all Church School Parents: Now is the 
time to begin thinking about joining or rejoining the Church School 
Team.  Sign-up charts will be available next Sunday.  Please give prayerful 
consideration to this exciting ministry to our children. 
 
Youth Choir 
There is no Youth Choir rehearsal today. 



Annual Quilt Raffle Tickets On Sale! 
Tickets for the 41st Annual Quilt Raffle can be purchased today during 
coffee hour.  Tickets are $5 and the drawing will take place at the Women's 
Fellowship Spring Luncheon on Wednesday, May 18 at noon.  You do not 
need to be present to win.  The Kettle Quilters have created a beautiful 
queen size quilt in a colorful "Sampler" pattern this year.  Tickets will be 
sold during coffee hour, on the church website, and at the church office 
prior to the drawing.   An order form is also included in the April 
Meetinghouse Monthly.  All proceeds are donated to local charities that 
benefit women, children and families. 
 
Youth Ministry 
There is no JPF or SPF tonight. 
 
NEXT WEEK 
 
Memorial Service 
There will be a Memorial Service for Eleanor Mawhinney next Sunday, 
May 1 at 1:30 pm here at First Congregational Church. 
 
Bible Study  
Bible Study on the Gospel of Luke will resume next week, May 1, at 11:20 
am in the lounge.  We left off with the parable of the Prodigal Son and his 
brother.  This next week we will start with a perplexing story, the parable of 
the Dishonest Manager, in which the owner realizes that the manager is 
squandering his property and prepares to fire him.  So the manager goes to 
those who owe his boss money and tells them to tear up the bill they owe 
and put down an amount half that of what they truly owe.  When the boss 
hears about this he commends the manager and keeps him on.  Jesus’ 
comment?  "And I tell you make friends for yourselves by means of 
dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the 
eternal homes."  Huh?  And that's just the first passage we come to.  So join 
us and find out what's going on.  Led by Dan England. 
 
NEWS AND NOTICES 
 
Calling all Gardeners!!!  Help the Hunger Mission Team grow food for 
Neighbor to Neighbor this year.   
This summer we are again gardening in the community to supply Neighbor 
to Neighbor with fresh produce.  We have been given a 20' x 25’ plot in the 
Greenwich Community Garden located at Armstrong Court.  This is an 
opportunity for us to lend our support to the dozens of families who will be 



able to enjoy the fruits of our labors.  It is also an invitation to garden 
with others in a beautiful, sunny and well tended community garden, from 
the early spring tilling through the planting and tending and right up to the 
harvesting.  There are several other plots there tended by other gardeners as 
well as tools and accessible water.  If you enjoy gardening, celebrating the 
earth and its seasons, and can donate some hours here and there over the 
next six months, please join in.  Members of the Hunger Mission 
Team have already begun preparing the plots and we'll be planting when 
the soil is ready.  Terri Browne Kutzen is leading this effort for our 
Church.  If you would like to join this effort please contact her at 
tbk1@optonline.net or 203-253-6264 and she will provide you with the 
schedule of work days, find out how you would like to be involved and help 
you get started.  Gardeners or not, we can all pray for a sunny summer and 
a bountiful harvest! 
 
Book Discussion Group 
Hats Off!, the popular women’s book discussion group meets Thursday 
mornings from 9:45-11:30 am in the Lounge.  Please join us! 
 
Tai Chi Classes with Luis Duarte  
All are welcome!  Improve your balance, health and well-being. Come and 
experience the many wonderful benefits of Tai Chi and  Qi Gong.  Classes 
are Wednesdays at 8:00 am as well as Thursdays at 9:00 am.  The cost is 
only $7/class if paid by the month and $8/class for “drop ins.”  Join us!   
 
News from The Rummage Room 
It's hard to believe, but there may be those reading this who have never 
visited The Rummage Room ... and they are missing a treat.  From the 
award winning windows to the back of the storeroom, the shop is packed 
with treasures ranging from necessities to designer clothing and 
accessories. The Rummage Room is located at 191 Sound Beach Avenue in 
Old Greenwich, between Garden Catering and the bagel store.  Drop in 
and help celebrate 47 years of raising money that is distributed to 
organizations who work to improve the lives of women and children locally, 
nationally, and internationally.  It only works when people donate, shop 
and volunteer. 
50% Off Sales:  Beginning the week of Monday, April 25 and continuing 
through Saturday, April 30, Manager Maria will select merchandise of her 
choice to be sold at 50% off, plus 50% off all Easter items.  It is a great time 
for discovery and bargains.   
Hours:  The Rummage Room hours are 10:00 am to 5:00 pm, Monday 
through Friday, and Saturday, 10:00 am to 1:00 pm.  Donation hours are 
9:30 am to 4:30 pm Monday through Friday, and 9:30 am to 12:30 pm on 

mailto:tbk1@optonline.net


Saturday.  Please do not leave donations outside when The Rummage 
Room is closed.  
Manager Maria’s Wish List:  Mother’s Day gift items; spring and summer 
clothing; jewelry; handbags; bikes for children and adults; baby strollers; 
bric-a-brac and small furniture. 
May your heart and mind be full of love and joy today.  Joy is the simplest 
form of gratitude to God for the resurrection of His only son so that we 
might enjoy our time on earth and prepare ourselves for what lies ahead.  
Happy Easter to each of you! 
 
Food Collection 
A reminder that the Food Collection Barrel remains in the back of the  
Meetinghouse, so please contribute food each week.  Adding a few items to 
your weekly grocery store visit will make a significant difference at 
Neighbor to Neighbor.  Items currently in need are:  Cereal, Oatmeal, Pasta 
Sauce, Dried Beans, 100% Juice, Canned Tomatoes, Peanut Butter (no 
larger than 28 oz., please), and Jelly.  If you’ve forgotten your food items 
this morning, feel free to email fccoghungermission@gmail.com with your 
contact information and someone will pick up the food from your home 
and deliver to the Church for Neighbor to Neighbor. 
 
 
******************************************************************** 
 

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 
108 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich, Connecticut, 06870 

203-637-1791 
www.fccog.org                                    
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Minister of Pastoral Care:  Rev. Avery C. Manchester 
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