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elcome to this service of Worship at the First Congregational 
Church of Greenwich.  Today, we will hear two stories that, at 

first glance, seem hopeless and sad.  One took place years ago in the 
Garden of Gethsemane.  The other, well, it certainly was taking place 
then as well…but continues today.  These stories raise many 
questions about what it means to be a follower of Christ.  

W

In times of struggle and in the easier times, what gives you strength to 
follow in the ways and teachings of Christ? 

 

 
PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 

Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices. 
*All who are able please stand 

‡Seating of latecomers 

 
PRELUDE                                                 Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organ 

O Man, Bewail Thy Grievous Fall                    J. S. Bach                        
  
CALL TO COMMUNITY                                       Dr. David D. Young 

Please sign and pass the red book. 
 

PRAISING GOD 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
 
*‡OPENING HYMN AND PROCESSION 
 Oh God, How We Have Wandered   
                                                      New Century (black) Hymnal 202 
                                                              
OPENING PRAYER                         Members of the Confirmation Class 
  

CONFESSING TO GOD 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION       
                                                 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)  
 God, we admit that sometimes we find the messages you have 

given to us confusing.  Upon a first reading of your word, we can 
find ourselves unsure of how to respond.  We hear varying 
translations of your message and we wonder if we have gotten the 
message right.  We hear faithful people that seem to have all of 
the answers, while we ourselves are filled with questions. 

 
 Remind us that you forgive our doubts.  Allow us to forgive 

ourselves.  From this place of forgiveness may we be reminded 
that you are always with us even when we feel the answers elude 
us. 

 
Even you have recognized that we will not always know the 
answers; that we will not always know how to pray.  In times such 
as these, you have provided the words that we pray now…  

  
LORD'S PRAYER  
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil:  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever.  Amen. 

 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 
‡CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   
                                       New Century (black) Hymnal 170 (verse 4) 
 How shall we show your love, your pardon to believe? 
 You bid us share as we are blessed and give as we receive. 
           

HEARING GOD'S WORD 
 
FIRST LESSON                                                               Charlie Baird 

Psalm 31 
 

In you, O Lord, I seek refuge; do not let me ever be put to shame; in 
your righteousness deliver me.  



Incline your ear to me; rescue me speedily.  Be a rock of refuge for 
me, a strong fortress to save me.  
 
You are indeed my rock and my fortress; for your name’s sake lead 
me and guide me,  
 
Take me out of the net that is hidden for me, for you are my refuge.  
 
Into your hand I commit my spirit; you have redeemed me, O Lord, 
faithful God.  
 
SCRIPTURE ANTHEM                                          The Chancel Choir 
      The Best of Rooms                                     Randall Thompson 
 

Christ, He requires still, wheresoe'er He comes 
To feed or lodge, to have the best of rooms: 
Give Him the choice; grant Him the nobler part 
Of all the house: the best of all's the heart. 
                                                                         Robert Herrick (1591-1674) 

                        
SECOND LESSON                                                               Pat Mendelsohn 
 

Mark 14:32-50 
 

They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, 
“Sit here while I pray.”  He took with him Peter and James and John, 
and began to be distressed and agitated.  And he said to them, “I am 
deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and keep awake.”  And 
going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed that, 
if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. He said, “Abba, 
Father, for you all things are possible; remove this cup from me; yet, 
not what I want, but what you want.”  He came and found them 
sleeping; and he said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep?  Could you 
not keep awake one hour?  Keep awake and pray that you may not 
come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 
weak.”  And again he went away and prayed, saying the same words.  
And once more he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were 
very heavy; and they did not know what to say to him.  He came a 
third time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your 
rest? Enough!  The hour has come; the Son of Man is betrayed into 



the hands of sinners.  Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at 
hand.”  
 
Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, 
arrived; and with him there was a crowd with swords and clubs, from 
the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders.  Now the betrayer had 
given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him 
and lead him away under guard.”  So when he came, he went up to 
him at once and said, “Rabbi!” and kissed him.  Then they laid hands 
on him and arrested him.  But one of those who stood near drew his 
sword and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear.  
Then Jesus said to them, “Have you come out with swords and clubs 
to arrest me as though I were a bandit?  Day after day I was with you 
in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me.  But let the 
scriptures be fulfilled.”  All of them deserted him and fled.  
 
*‡HYMN   
 O Thou to Whose All-Searching Sight     Pilgrim (red) Hymnal 324 
 
(As the hymn begins, the Church School children and teachers will leave 
for their classrooms.  Children in second grade and older will leave 
independently.  Children in kindergarten and first grade will meet their 
teachers at the back of the Meetinghouse (narthex) and will go to their 
classrooms as a group.)    
 
SERMON                 Praying Weakly           Rev. Mark D. Montgomery 
                    (Fifth in a Sermon Series: “Following Christ”) 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   

I believe in God, the Father Almighty 
Maker of Heaven and Earth 
And in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord 
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost 
Born of the Virgin Mary 
Suffered under Pontias Pilate 
Was crucified, dead and buried 
He descended into hell 



On the third day he arose again from the dead 
He ascended into heaven 
 
And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead 
I believe in the Holy Ghost 
The holy catholic church 
The communion of saints 
The forgiveness of sins 
The resurrection of the body 
And the life everlasting.  Amen.                   
                                                The Apostles’ Creed 
  

*GLORIA     New Century (black) Hymnal 754 
Glory to God the Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. 
 

CALL TO PASTORAL PRAYER                     Rev. Avery C. Manchester  
                       
PASTORAL PRAYER AND QUIET MEDITATION 
 
CALL TO OFFERING                                             
   
OFFERTORY SOLO                                    Hanna Golodinskii, soprano 
 Hear Ye, Israel                                            Felix Mendelssohn 
 

Hear ye, Israel, hear what the Lord speaketh: 
'Oh, hadst thou heeded my commandments' 
Who hath believed our report!  
To whom is the arm of the Lord revealed! 
Thus saith the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel,  
and His Holy One to him oppressed by tyrants,  
thus saith the Lord: 
'I am He that comforteth.  
Be not afraid, for I am thy God!  
I will strengthen thee!  
Say, who art thou,  
that thou art afraid of a man that shall die;  
and forgettest the Lord thy Maker,  



who hath stretched forth the heavens,  
and laid the earth's foundations?  
Say, who art thou!     
                           

*DOXOLOGY                               New Century (black) Hymnal 776 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all creatures 
here below; Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; One God, Triune, whom 
we adore. Amen. Amen.  

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

GOING FORTH TO SERVE GOD 
 

*CLOSING HYMN AND PROCESSION 
 On a Hill Far Away (The Old Rugged Cross)           
                                                      New Century (black) Hymnal 195 
                                                                                                   
*CLOSING SENTENCES 
Leader: Go from this place with questions.  
People: May we live into the answers that God sets before us.  
Leader: Go from this place with confidence.  
People: May we always be confident that we are with God. 
                                                        
*BENEDICTION 
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE 
 
POSTLUDE   
 If Thou but Suffer God to Guide Thee                          J. S. Bach 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 
The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be 
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, 
leadership and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us 
as children of God.  We continue to give thanks for God's guidance 
in our journey of faith.   
 



We have child care for babies and toddlers every Sunday.  Your 
children are always welcome for the entire service or for a respite time 
if needed.  Please see an usher if you need directions.  
 
The 10:00 am Service is broadcast live each week on WGCH 1490 
AM Radio.  In addition, the service is available through the church’s  
website, www.fccog.org.  A bulletin can be found there as well as a 
link to the live broadcast.  Previous sermons may also be found there. 
 
Calendar                                                                                            
TODAY 
 
Church School 
Today our classes will learn more about the events of Holy Week; our 
younger children will focus on Peter's denial while our 4th and 5th 
graders will consider Jesus' trial.  Our 3rd graders will have an 
overview of all the events.  Next week we will be in worship for Palm 
Sunday.  All children in worship will be invited to participate in the 
Palm Procession. 
 
Youth Choir 
Youth Choir will have rehearsal today from 11:15 am - 12:15 pm in 
the Choir Room. 
 
Parish Nurse 
Sue Asselin, RN is available in Room 203 after the Worship Service.  
Stop in to have your blood pressure checked or discuss any health 
concerns. 
 
Youth Ministry 
There is no JPF or SPF tonight. 
 
Join Us Today For Our New Member Class 
Join us at 11:15 am in the Lounge to learn more about joining the 
church.  The class will last approximately two hours and will include 
lunch.  During the class, prospective new members will have the 
opportunity to hear about the history and faith of our denomination, 
the United Church of Christ, and to learn more about our church  
and meet the clergy as well as staff.  Attending does not obligate you  

http://www.fccog.org/


to join but we hope that this time together will strengthen you on the 
journey of faith.  New members will be received on Sunday, May 1.  
Child care will be provided today and on May 1.  Please feel welcome 
to join us.   
 
CROP Walk Today 
Stop at the table during Coffee Hour and/or come back for 
Registration between 1:00 and 2:00 pm.  There will be a rally in the 
Auditorium before the walk begins around 2:00 pm. 
 
Annual Quilt Raffle Tickets on Sale! 
Tickets for the 41st Annual Quilt Raffle can be purchased today 
during Coffee Hour.  Tickets are $5 a piece and the drawing will take 
place at the Women's Fellowship Spring Luncheon on Wednesday, 
May 18 at noon.  You do not need to be present to win.  The Kettle 
Quilters have created a beautiful queen size quilt in a colorful 
"Sampler" pattern this year.  Tickets will be sold during Coffee Hour, 
on the church website, and at the Church Office prior to the 
drawing.   An order form is also included in the April Meetinghouse 
Monthly.  All proceeds are donated to local charities that benefit 
women, children and families. 
 
THIS WEEK 
 
Special Children's Choir Event! 
On Palm Sunday, April 17, we are going to have a special Children's 
Choir event to sing an exciting song called Antiphonal Hosannas, but 
we need YOUR help!  All children in grades 2-5 are invited to join us 
on Saturday, April 16 from 9:30-10:30 am for a short rehearsal and 
snacks in preparation for this special day in the church year.  You 
don’t have to be in the choir currently, have any singing experience or 
even be a member of the church!  All are welcome and all you need 
will be provided that morning.  Please email Dr. Craig Scott Symons 
at craigs@fccog.org to reserve your spot.  Warm-up will be at 9:30 
Sunday morning and we will sing (without robes) at the 10:00 am 
service. 
 
Book Discussion Group 
Hats Off!, the popular women’s book discussion group, is currently 

mailto:craigs@fccog.org


reading Half the Sky by Nicholas D. Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn,   
We meet Thursday mornings from 9:45-11:30 am in the Lounge.  
Please join us! 
 
NEWS AND NOTICES 
 
Tai Chi Classes with Luis Duarte  
All are welcome!  Improve your balance, health and well-being. 
Come and experience the many wonderful benefits of Tai Chi and  
Qi Gong.  Classes are once again being held on Wednesdays at 8:00 
am as well as Thursdays at 9:00 am.  The cost is only $7/class if paid 
by the month and $8/class for “drop ins.”  Join us!  You’ll love it! 
 
News from The Rummage Room  
The response to the request for Spring and Easter donations has been 
wonderful.  Thank you for taking the time to go through your 
closets, cupboards, attics and basements.  Do you suppose you could 
dig one layer deeper in order to meet the needs of those shoppers 
wishing to find goods?   If you haven’t seen Maria Drieghe and 
Nancy Hamilton’s Easter windows, be sure and enter the shop by the 
front door to leave your donations.  Then please stay and shop and 
you will have covered ...“ windows, donations and shopping!” 
Manager Maria’s Wish List for April:  Easter clothing and items; 
gifts for Mothers’ Day giving; JEWELRY; HANDBAGS; shoes; bric-
a-brac; single and double baby strollers; children and adult bikes; and 
a crate for a medium sized dog. 
Attention Rummage Room Volunteers:  Remember, the annual 
Volunteer Breakfast is this Tuesday, April 12 from 9:00 am to 10:30 
am in the FCCOG auditorium.  This is in honor of each of you for 
your many years of service, which in turn helps raise funds in the 
community for women’s and children’s organizations locally, 
nationally and world-wide.  Without you, The Rummage Room 
could not possibly function, as you are its heart and soul!  Thank you 
from:  Maria Drieghe, Manager, Judy Miller and Judy Chapman, co-
chairs, Prill Meyer, Allocations Chair, The Rummage Room 
Committee and the Allocations Committee.   

Gratitude is the most exquisite form of Courtesy  
~Jacques Maritain 

 



Food Collection 
A reminder that the Food Collection Barrel will remain in the back of  
the Meetinghouse, so please contribute food each week.  Adding a  
few items to your weekly grocery store visit will make a significant 
difference at Neighbor to Neighbor.  Items currently in need at 
Neighbor to Neighbor:   

• Cereal, Oatmeal, Pasta Sauce, Dried Beans (Kidney and 
Black), 100% Juice, Canned Tomatoes, Peanut Butter (no 
larger than 28 oz., please), and Jelly. 

If you’ve forgotten your food items this morning, feel free to email 
fccoghungermission@gmail.com with your contact information and 
someone will pick up the food from your home and deliver to the 
Church for Neighbor to Neighbor. 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 

Holy Week Schedule 
 

April 17:  Palm Sunday 
“Palm Branches & Seed Realities” 

Palm procession for all children in the Meetinghouse; child care 
available.  Remember your food offerings! 

 
April 21:  Maundy Thursday 

6:00 pm Supper and 7:00 pm Tenebrae Service 
 

April 22:  Good Friday 
10:00 am Family Service for preschool and school age children. 

8:00 pm Service featuring Rutter Requiem 
 

April 24:  Easter Day 
“Son Rise” 

5:45 am Sunrise Service at Greenwich Point 
9:00 and 11:00 am Festive Services in the Meetinghouse with choirs, 

brass and timpani; child care available. 
 

____________________________________________________ 
 
                           See back cover for Easter Flower Contribution Form 

mailto:fccoghungermission@gmail.com


Easter Memorial/Honor Flowers 
 
The Chancel Committee invites contributions for flowers in the 
Meetinghouse this Easter.  Any amount is welcome.  Please deliver 
the completed form with your check to the Church Office (payable 
to the First Congregational Church Flower Fund) on or before 
Sunday, April 17.  Thank you. 
 

In Memory of:  
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
In Honor of: 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
By: 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
 
Enclosed is my check in the amount of $_______________ 
 

Please print names legibly to minimize spelling errors. 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 
108 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich, Connecticut, 06870 
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