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ELCOME to this Service of Worship at First Congregational 
Church on this winter Sunday.  May our spiritual eyes be 

opened and blessed as we see more and more of Christ’s light in the 
coming days and year.   

W
 

 
 

 
PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 

Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices. 
*All who are able please stand 

‡Seating of latecomers 

 
PRELUDE                                                 Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organ 

Aria                                                      Michael Burkhardt 
                                      
CALL TO COMMUNITY                                     Rev. Susan J. Murtha 

Please sign and pass the red book. 
 

CALL TO THE 340th ANNUAL MEETING                   Phoebe Griffith               
 

PRAISING GOD 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
 
*‡OPENING HYMN AND PROCESSION 

For the Beauty of the Earth                     Pilgrim (red) Hymnal 66 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
God who brought light from darkness, 

help us to see your light so well  
that it not only illumines our path, 
but reflects off us to illumine others. 

We pray this prayer in the name of the One 
who was called the light of the World.  Amen. 

 
 

CONFESSING TO GOD 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION                               
                              



PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)  
Wise and powerful God, you have given us your light and  

truth to guide us through confusion, yet we  have relied 
instead on our human wisdom and have lost our way. 

You offer to share our burdens and give us your strength, 
yet we trust in our own efforts and find ourselves exhausted. 

Forgive us, and bring us back into your presence, O God; 
Overcome our separation from one another and from you. 
By your word and Spirit, fill us with the gifts that equip us 
to meet life’s demands, that we may be your people in the 
world and live in the confidence and joy of Jesus Christ, who 
taught us to pray…  

  
LORD'S PRAYER  
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil:  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever.  Amen. 

 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 
‡Congregational Response    
                                          New Century (black) Hymnal 459 (verse 3) 
 O to grace how great a debtor daily I am drawn anew! 
 Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to you. 
 Prone to wander, I can feel it, wander from the love I’ve known: 
 Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for your very own. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
SONG 

Jesus Loves Me (words on next page) 
 
As the song begins, the Church School children and teachers will leave for 
their classrooms.  Children in second grade and older will leave 
independently.  Children in kindergarten and first grade will meet their 
teachers at the back of the Meetinghouse (narthex) and will go to their 
classrooms as a group.   



Jesus loves me!  This I know, For the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to Him belong; They are weak, but He is strong. 
Chorus: 
Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so. 

 
HEARING GOD'S WORD 

 
FIRST LESSON                                                  Liz Morris      
 

Exodus 20:1-17 
 

hen God spoke all these words:  I am the Lord your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 

you shall have no other gods before me.  You shall not make for 
yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under 
the earth.  You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I 
the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the 
iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those 
who reject me, but showing steadfast love to the thousandth 
generation of those who love me and keep my commandments.  You 
shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for 
the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.  Remember 
the sabbath day, and keep it holy.  Six days you shall labor and do all 
your work.  But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; 
you shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your 
male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your 
towns.  For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and 
all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord 
blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it.  

T

 
Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in 
the land that the Lord your God is giving you.  You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery.  You shall not steal.  You shall not 
bear false witness against your neighbor.  You shall not covet your 
neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or 
female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 
neighbor.  
 



SCRIPTURE ANTHEM                                          The Chancel Choir 
 Praise His Holy Name                                Keith Hampton                        
                                                                           
SECOND LESSON                                                              Sue McCalley 
                                 

Luke 18:35-43 
 

s he approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside 
begging.  When he heard a crowd going by, he asked what was 

happening.  They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.”  Then 
he shouted, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”  Those who 
were in front sternly ordered him to be quiet; but he shouted even 
more loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”  Jesus stood still and 
ordered the man to be brought to him; and when he came near, he 
asked him, “What do you want me to do for you?”  He said, “Lord, 
let me see again.”  Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith 
has saved you.”  Immediately he regained his sight and followed him, 
glorifying God; and all the people, when they saw it, praised God.  

 A

 
*‡HYMN    
 Be Now My Vision                    New Century (black) Hymnal 451 
                                          
SERMON                 What Do You Want?            Dr. David D. Young 
                                               

RESPONDING TO GOD 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   
 Our faith illumines the mysteries of life that are within 
 and beyond us, in the creative processes of God, 
 life was given to us precious and free, 
 able to endure, destined to grow, 
 eager to give and receive love. 
 God expects us to make free choices that:  
 will establish personal and communal relationships, 
 are just, loving and helpful to others, 
 will demonstrate our responsible stewardship. 
 In the story of Jesus we read of a life lived for others. 
 In the death of Jesus we feel the pain of evil and 
  in his continued life celebrate the renewing power of God. 



 In the Jesus of faith, we have glimpses of the character of God. 
 Through Christ’s Church, empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
 to which we renew our allegiance, we gratefully received: 
 the vision of the Bible, 
 the directions for prayer and praise, 
 and the mission of Jesus to all the earth. 

 The mysteries within and beyond 
 threaten and tempt, confuse and allure, 
 turn us toward faithfulness. 
 But our faith calls us to remembrance, 
    to change our ways to trust, 
 and to the Source of light and life.  Amen. 
                                                                            Adapted from Robert G. Kemper 

                                                                                      
*Gloria   New Century (black) Hymnal 754 

Glory to God the Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.   
 

CALL TO PASTORAL PRAYER                      Rev. Avery C. Manchester 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND QUIET MEDITATION 
 
CALL TO OFFERING 
  
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                            The Chancel Choir 
 A Jubilant Song                                           Allen Pote 
   
*Doxology                                 New Century (black) Hymnal 776 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all creatures 
here below; Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; One God, Triune, whom 
we adore. Amen.  Amen.  

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

GOING FORTH TO SERVE GOD 
 
*CLOSING HYMN AND PROCESSION   

God of Our Life, Through All the Circling Years 
                                                                Pilgrim (red) Hymnal 97             



*CLOSING SENTENCES 
Leader: When it is one more effort or defeat, 
 one more hour of mediocrity,   
People: God of all excellencies, 
 surge in me. 
Leader: When the going is rough and 
 a person must stand up,  
People: God of the prophets, 
 enter my life. 
Leader: When the present is a wintry forest, 
 the future night, 
People: Light which the darkness cannot overcome, 
 be my treasure. 
                                                                            Ross Snyder 
  
*BENEDICTION 
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE 
 
POSTLUDE  

Procession                                                            Albert Lang 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be 
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, 
leadership and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us 
as children of God.  We continue to give thanks for God's guidance 
in our journey of faith. 
 
We have child care for babies and toddlers every Sunday.  Your 
children are always welcome for the entire service or for a respite time 
if needed.  Please see an usher if you need directions.  
The 10:00 am Service is broadcast live each week on WGCH 1490 
AM Radio.  In addition, the service is available through the church’s 
website, www.fccog.org.  A bulletin can be found there as well as a 
link to the live broadcast.  Previous sermons may also be found there. 
 
Calendar                                                                                            
TODAY 

http://www.fccog.org/


Church School 
Today our children will continue their series of lessons on Jesus' 
parables with most classes learning about The Lost Sheep.  The third 
Graders will begin their study of the books of the New Testament. 
The Pastors' Class begins a five week series on retelling the Parables 
through the Arts.  All classes will begin collecting items that will be 
taken by our Youth Mission Group to the children in Belize. 
 
Bible Study 
As of this writing (Wednesday) there will be no Bible Study today or 
Tuesday due to the church meeting.  Bible Study will resume on 
January 30th.  It is likely that the term of the Bible Study will extend 
into March.  If plans have changed and there is Bible Study today, it 
will be announced from the pulpit and you will have received a notice 
last week.  Speaking of last week, we had over 60 participants for our 
study of Luke. So join us whenever you can.  You can always listen to 
an audio recording on our website, under the tab “Faith Formation.” 
 
Youth Choir 
Youth Choir will rehearse today from 11:15 am – 12:15 pm in the 
Choir Room. 
 
Parish Nurse 
Sue Asselin, RN is available in Room 203 after the Worship Service.  
Stop in to have your blood pressure checked or discuss any health 
concerns. 
 
2011 Contribution Envelope Sets 
2011 contribution envelope sets are available in the Auditorium 
during coffee hour today. 
 
Youth Ministry 
Join us tonight for our Y! programs.  Fellowship for those in grades 6-
8 (JPF) is from 5:00-6:00 pm and grades 9-12 (SPF) meets from 
7:00-8:00 pm. 
 

NEXT WEEK 
 
Call to the 340th Annual Meeting 
The 340th Annual Meeting of the First Congregational Church of 



Greenwich, Old Greenwich, Connecticut, is hereby called for 8:00 
pm on Wednesday, January 26, 2011.  The meeting will be held in 
the Meetinghouse: 

• To hear and act upon the annual reports of the pastors, 
officers and committees; 

• To hear and act upon the report of the Nominating 
Committee, and to elect officers for the coming year; 

• To adopt the budget for 2011;  
• To hear and act upon the recommendation of the Board of 

Trustees to co-invest in the purchase of a home in our 
community with Rev. Susan Murtha; and, 

• To transact such other business as may properly come before 
the meeting.                           Phoebe Griffith, Church Clerk 

 
Church School Teachers’ Meeting and Dinner 
A Church School teacher’s meeting and dinner will be held on 
Sunday, January 30 from 5:30 to 7:00 pm in the Daniels Center. 
Child care and dinner will also be provided for the teachers' children 
in Room 104.  RSVP to Rosemary. 
 
NEWS AND NOTICES 
 
Come to the Cabaret! 
That’s right!  The First Congregational Church will be presenting a 
Cabaret with performances by some of our church members on 
Friday, January 28 and Saturday, January 29!  From the classics of 
Cole Porter to the latest Broadway shows, we are going to have a 
wonderful evening of music.  The full proceeds from this event will 
benefit the Youth Outreach and Music Programs.  See the January 
Meetinghouse Monthly for more details.  Tickets are $25 (family 
max is $75).  Don’t miss it!  Buy your tickets today! 
 
Soup’s On! Lunch and  Learn - February 2, 12 Noon to 1:15 pm 
Gavin Pritchard, Registered Dietician from Greenwich Hospital’s 
Center for Healthy Living will discuss and demonstrate techniques 
for creating simple, delicious, and nutritious soups.  Participants will 
partake in a lunch of homemade soups and bread, and are sure to 
leave with recipes to try at home.  Because of the lunch provided, 



RSVP’s are necessary for this popular community event.  Please call 
203-863-4277 to register, or register online by going to 
www.greenhosp.org  and then following the link located in the 
description of the program in the left-hand column under “Special 
Events.” (Inclement weather date: Thursday, February 3). 
 
Red Cross Blood Drive – Saturday, February 12 
This community blood drive, sponsored by Women's Fellowship and 
the Wellness Committee, runs from 8:30 am to 1:15 pm.  Please 
donate the Gift of Life or donate some prepared food.  Deviled eggs 
and finger sandwiches are particularly appreciated.  Blood donation 
appointments can be made by calling 1-800-RED CROSS.  Food 
contributions can be planned by calling Betsy Kreuter at 203-698-
3016 or Sue Asselin, Parish Nurse at extension 21.  There will also be 
a sign-up sheet in the coming weeks at Coffee Hour and in the 
church office on weekdays. 
 
Flu Vaccines Available by Appointment with the Parish Nurse  
It’s not too late to protect yourself against the flu, and this year’s 
formula includes protection against the H1N1 virus that caused 
illness among so many young adults last season.  Our Parish Nurse 
will vaccinate those 18 years of age or older who bring payment of 
$30 cash or check (made out to FCCOG).  Call Sue Asselin, RN at 
ext. 21 to schedule a quick appointment. 
 
Tai Chi Classes with Luis Duarte  
All are welcome!  Improve your balance, health and well-being.  
Come and experience the many wonderful benefits of Tai Chi and Qi 
Gong.  Classes are held on Wednesdays at 8 am and Thursdays at 9  
am. Only $7/class if paid by the month and $8/class for “drop ins.”  
Join us!  You’ll love it! 
 
Rummage Room News 
The weather isn’t very conducive to accumulating and delivering 
donations to The Rummage Room, but being 'housebound' due to 
the weather is a great opportunity to clean out those closets and 
storage areas where disposable hidden treasures reside.  As Old 
Mother Hubbard would say, “the cupboards are (getting) bare" and 
we need your treasures ASAP!  The Rummage Room can't fulfill its 
mission of helping the dozens of organizations who are dedicated to 

http://www.greenhosp.org/


improving the lives of women and children in Connecticut, 
nationally and world-wide without your donations. Thank you in 
advance.  We truly appreciate your donations. 
Hours of Operation:  The Rummage Room is open for business and 
receiving donations, Monday through Friday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm 
and Saturday, 10:00 am to 1:00 pm.  Please do not leave donations 
when the shop is closed. Thank you. 
The Manager’s Wish List:  Valentine’s Day and St. Patrick’s Day 
decorations and clothing; women’s cross-country skis and size 9 
cross-country shoes; JEWELRY; women’s and children’s spring 
clothing,  shoes and handbags; small furniture; and bric-a-brac. 
 

*** 
Let us all remember that life isn’t about waiting for the snow to 

thaw; it’s about learning to dance in the snow!  Hundreds of women 
and children want to dance in the snow but they need your help.  

Please donate, shop, and volunteer.  It is the least we can do! 
 
Food Collection 
A reminder that the Food Collection Barrel will remain in the back 
of the Meetinghouse, so please contribute food each week.  Adding a 
few items to your weekly grocery store visit will make a significant 
difference at Neighbor to Neighbor.  Items currently in need at 
Neighbor to Neighbor:   

• Cereal 
• Oatmeal 
• Pasta Sauce 
• Dried Beans (Kidney and Black) 
• 100% Juice 
• Canned Tomatoes 
• Peanut Butter (no larger than 28 oz., please) 
• Jelly.   

If you’ve forgotten your food items this morning, feel free to email 
fccoghungermission@gmail.com with your contact information and 
someone will pick up the food from your home and deliver to the 
Church for Neighbor to Neighbor. 
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