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Meet our New 
Music Director  

 
 
 
 
 
 

See Page 3 

Last Beach Service  
is Sunday, Sept. 12 

at 8:00 am.   
 

Please plan to join us at  
Greenwich Point on Sunday 
morning for worship (weather 
permitting).   
 
Communion is served every 
Sunday.   

Welcome to another school year, another au-
tumn, another church year and another Home-
coming!  Welcome home!  Join us for this year’s 
homecoming celebration on September 19th!  
All of the details are inside this Meetinghouse 

Monthly on Page 7!  See you soon! 

HOME 

Homecoming 2010 
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Speaking Pastorally... 
 
 

 

  
  

 Home by another way! 
 

That’s our theme for Homecoming Sunday and what a day it will be!  The excitement is building and it is still about 
three weeks away.  Whenever a new school and program year begins – anticipation mounts, hopes build, energy is 
increasing and the pulse of a place rises.   And that is very exciting! 
 
Will this year be the same as last year?  Yes and no!  Just as each day carries with it routines and much that is famil-
iar, so too, will this year.  But we also know that each day carries with it the potential for the new – and with a striv-
ing for growth there are always opportunities for new insights, new experiences, new relationships, and new ways of 
being in the world.  This year we hope our community life will be expressive and embracing of those new dimen-
sions as well. 
 
Two days ago the staff pulled away for an all day planning retreat where we evaluated the past year and got ourselves 
poised for the coming year.  Into the mix we welcomed new team members to the staff.  Susan Murtha, Craig Sy-
mons and Barbara Wilkov were all able to join us even though Susan and Craig will not be with us full-time until 
early November and mid-October respectively.  And after our time together, I couldn’t be more thrilled.  What an 
addition they will be!  Each brings a vital enthusiasm for ministry, tremendous skills and experience and an openness 
to move into God’s future together with us.  In the meantime, it’s time for us to come home. 
 

 Home by different ways, yet homeward bound  
  through prayer and praise 
 Young with old and great and small, home by 
  different ways. 

    - Christina Rossetti 
 

This year let’s be wise, like the wise men of old, and come home…home by another way.  Not simply by routine or 
habit, but because there is a different way of being in the world - a way that is illuminated by the light of Christ in 
real and tangible ways. 
 

  After worshipping the Christ child, they returned home 
   by another way.    (Matthew 2:11-12) 
 

Come home; join with your brothers and sisters in Christ as we regroup on Homecoming Sunday, September 19th.  
The year and way before us hold incredible promise, joy and excitement! 
 
In Anticipation, 
 

 

 
 
 
  



 
 

            MEET OUR NEW  
           DIRECTOR OF MUSIC  

 
 
 
Craig Scott Symons, a Michigan native, attended the prestigious Interlochen Arts Academy High School, 
where he graduated in 1980.  He holds a Bachelor of Music in Church Music from Wayne State University, 
and a Master of Music and Doctor of Musical Arts from the University of Michigan.   
 
Craig has served a variety of congregations, including Lutheran, Presbyterian, Roman Catholic, and Episco-
pal.  Since 1995, he has been Director of Music & Organist at First United Methodist in Royal Oak, a sub-
urb of Detroit, where he led a comprehensive music program of 7 vocal and handbell ensembles.  One of the 
strengths of their program is a choir camp, held each summer for youth in grades 3-12, as well as a choir 
tour for the Angelus (high school grades) Choir during the week following Choir Camp.  In addition to his 
church work, Craig is active in both state and divisional work with the American Choral Directors Associa-
tion (ACDA) and just completed 3 years as chair of Repertoire and Standards for Music in Worship for the 
state of Michigan.  He was also Founder/Conductor of Ars Nova, a semi-professional choral ensemble from 
1990-2007. 
 
In looking at the opportunities at First Congregational Church, Craig says “I’m very excited at the possibili-
ties that await me in Old Greenwich, both in the congregation and in the surrounding communities.  It’s 
important that the church puts its best foot forward when opening the doors to the community.  I love that 
FCCOG has a firm commitment to traditional music with programs like the community Messiah and 
Noye’s Fludde, and I can’t wait to begin looking at other ways to enhance the worship experiences and con-
tinue to build on the solid foundation from my predecessors John Stansell and Richard Vogt.”   
 
Craig has been with his partner, Vance Briceland, since 1990. Vance is a novelist with over 16 books in pub-
lication in a variety of genres, including science fiction.  They both look forward to becoming part of the 
community (and pray that their house sells quickly in MI!!) 
 
It is with great joy that we will welcome Craig as our new Director of Music in mid-October! 
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Interested in Learning about Joining the Church? 
Our next New Member Class will be held on Sunday, October 24, 2010 at 11:15 a.m. in the Lounge. It will last  

approximately two hours and will include lunch.  During the class, prospective new members have the opportunity to  
hear about the history and faith of our denomination, the United Church of Christ, and to learn more about our church  

and meet the clergy as well as staff. Attending does not obligate you to join but we hope that this time together will 
strengthen you on the journey of faith.  New members will be received on Sunday, November 7th.  Child care will be  

provided at both times.  Please feel welcome to join us.  If you are planning to attend or you have questions, please  
contact Ginny Breismeister at ginnyb@fccog.org or 203-637-1791 ext. 26 or speak with one of the pastors.  
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John Stansell’s Thank You Letter to the Congregation 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
July 15, 2010 

 

To the Dear People of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich: 
 
I feel that words are inadequate to express my gratitude to you for the wonderful retirement send-off that 
we celebrated together on June 27.  I am extremely honored to have the title of Director of Music  
Emeritus.  The purse of ten-thousand dollars was an overwhelming surprise!  David told me that this 
represents very generous gifts from many individuals and families.  I will never know who you are, so I 
must thank you in this letter to all.  Thank you very much! 
 
That Michael was also acknowledged for his particular contribution to the life of the church was gratify-
ing.  We appreciate your embracing of us as a family.  What a blessing it has been! 
 
The keyboard was a little more than I needed so Michael and I exchanged it for something lighter in 
weight and smaller, thus better for trailer travel.  It fits neatly under the couch.  It doesn’t have many op-
tions beyond piano, but that’s exactly what I wanted.  The tone is surprisingly good.  Even during the 
first busy days of travel, I was able to find a few hours to practice, making sure I don’t lose my skills. 
 
You can find a picture of me in our trailer at the piano on our blog, www.pellwoodretires.blogspot.com.  
I am attempting to post a reasonable description of our travels. There are a few other pictures, too.  Feel 
free to visit from time to time, and to post your comments. 
 
We will be back in Connecticut briefly at the end of August before leaving for Europe for the month of 
September.  Then we will be home for most of October, November and December.  Meanwhile, as long 
as we are in the States, we are only a local phone call away.  My cell number is 203-918-0698 and  
Michael’s is 203-554-0770.  We would love to hear from you. 
 
Thank you for your support of me over the years. My thoughts and prayers are with you as you work to 
find my successor.  May God bless us all! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

John 

http://www.pellwoodretires.blogspot.com�
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Keeping Our Youth Strong 
 

In October we will welcome Dr. Craig Symons as our new Director of Music.  We anticipate continuing our 
strong musical traditions as well as exploring new horizons.  How can we, as a congregation, assist and support 
our music programs and our new director? 
 
First Congregational Church has been blessed for years with quality youth choirs.  The Cherub Choir (K-2nd), 
the Children’s Choir (3rd-6th) and the Youth Choir (7th-12th) rehearse weekly and sing in church monthly as 
well as on festival Sundays and at Christmas time.  Of course, the success of these choirs is in our hands and the 
dedication of our eligible children.  Our choirs provide numerous benefits, such as deepening the faith of the 
young person involved through music, heightening the spiritual connection of our congregation, learning to read 
music and sing, working as a team, socializing with peers, and serving the community, which is viewed favorably 
in applications for the National Honor Society and colleges. 
 
We know scheduling is always a challenge.  Although regular attendance is preferred, we know conflicts arise and 
we are willing to work around them.   All of our choirs are in need of new members due to graduating seniors and 
those choristers moving up to the next choir.  The Youth Choir has a particular need for male voices.  The choris-
ters need not be members of FCCOG to participate, but they need to be willing to make a commitment.  During 
the interim period in early fall, Janice Riddell will lead the Cherub Choir and will begin rehearsals on Sunday, 
September 26 from 11:15 – 11:45; our Children’s Choir will start on Wednesday, September 22  from 5:00 – 
6:00 with Mary Fike directing and I’ll continue directing the Youth Choir starting on Sunday, September 26 
from 11:15 – 12:15. 
 
Please speak with your children and encourage them to participate in one of our choirs.  Registration for the 
choirs will take place on Homecoming Sunday, September 19.  If you have any questions please feel free to con-
tact me at 203-357-9661 or at 2sing4us@optonline.net.  We look forward to working with your children in this 
crucial part of our music program at First Congregational Church. 
 
Peace, 
Carolyn Paulus 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Y! is the Youth Ministry program for the First Congregational Church of Greenwich!  In addition to the choir 
opportunity mentioned above, Y! also offers opportunities for fellowship through the Junior Pilgrim Fellowship 
(JPF, Grades 6-8), the Senior Pilgrim Fellowship (SPF, Grades 9-12), Confirmation (Grades 8-9), Cereal 

(Senior High), and Pastor’s Class (Grades 7-8).  There are also tons of opportunities for worship, 
service, play and study, programs with other faith communities, and just hanging out! 

This year, we also have a musical in the works as well as a new site and project for our mission trip in 
February and….we even have new Youth Minis- try interns!  Wow!  It is going to be a pretty amaz-
ing year!  “So, how do I learn more?”, you may ask!  Well, the easiest way is to come to our first JPF 

and SPF meetings.  JPF will meet for the first time on September 12 from 5PM—6PM in the Youth Room.  
SPF meets from 7PM—8PM that same night.  Or, you can call/text Mark at 203-856-9320, email him at 

mmontgomery@fccog.org or check out the latest and greatest (Senior High only) on our Facebook group page:  
http://groups.to/spf 

http://groups.to/spf�
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From the Parish Nurse…  

How Can I Help You?  by Sue Asselin, RN 
 
As we begin another season of activity here at FCCOG, I look forward to seeing many old friends and meet-
ing other church members for the first time.  If you’re not familiar with the role of your Parish Nurse, here 
are a few of the programs and services:  blood pressure screenings and health consultations available Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Sundays in room 203; convenient flu shots on select Sundays in the Fall; referrals to profes-
sionals and helpful community services; home visits for safety and home care needs assessments; a lending li-
brary of healing and self-help books and tapes; CPR classes; and special educational events with guest speak-
ers. One such event is coming up this month: 
 

Sunday, September 26, the Wellness Committee presents:   
Sleep: Who Needs It? with Stuart McCalley, M.D. 
Director of the Greenwich Hospital Sleep Lab 
If you find it difficult to get a good night’s sleep in this multi-tasking, 
wired up, 24/7 world, you may ask,   “Is eight hours of sleep really neces-
sary?”  Join us as Dr. McCalley explains why adequate sleep is imperative, 
what happens when one doesn’t get enough sleep, and how healthy sleep-
ing patterns can be restored.  Potential sleep disorders and corrective 
medical interventions will be discussed.  Dr. McCalley is board certified 
in Pulmonary Disease Medicine, Sleep Medicine, & Internal Medicine, 
and has a practice on Holly Hill Lane in Greenwich (and is a long-time 
member of FCCOG).  Please join us in the Lounge after the Worship Service, at 11:20 AM. 
 
So please, stop by room 203 if I may help guide you along your journey toward greater well-being.  And if 
you have an interest in helping others, consider working with the Wellness Committee. 
 
The mission of the Wellness Committee is to promote the health and well-being of the First Congregational 
Church parishioners and the surrounding community.  This is done through a variety of programs and ser-
vices, in cooperation with the staff, the congregants, and other community resources.  
 
The Wellness Committee acts as an advisory board to the Parish Nurse, meeting approximately every other 
month.  Members offer ideas and insights, and assist with promotion and implementation of Wellness pro-
grams such as educational events, screening events, blood drives, and safety initiatives.  Several members have 
a medical background, and assist with taking blood pressures on some Sundays when the Parish Nurse is not 
available.   
 
We welcome anyone who has an interest in our mission to join us. A medical background sometimes leads 
people to us, but is not required.  Varied talents will ensure our creativity and success.  I invite anyone who 
feels called to promote the wellness of the congregation to join the Wellness Committee.  Please contact me at 
extension 21 to become a member or to learn more.  

 
 

 



 

        Book Discussion Group 
 

 

 

Hats Off!, the popular women’s book discussion group, is off to an early start this year...  
 

Thursday, September 23, from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. in the Lounge will be our first get together. 
The book selected for our opening weeks is Anya Seton’s great historical fiction work, The Win-
throp Woman…a story that covers the early days of Old Greenwich and the surrounding area. 
The group meets at ten o’clock for light refreshments and catch-up news. We welcome all to be-
come a part of this great group.                                                                                                
 

For more details call Marcia Livingston, 203-625-0772.  

**** CHILD CARE DURING SEPTEMBER **** 
 Sept 5th—Room 104  

Sept 12th—Preschool Blue Door Classroom 
       Starting Sept 19th: Baby Nursery in the Orange Door 

Toddlers in the Blue Door 

 

 

Homecoming 2010….Continued from Page 1 
 

Join us for our Homecoming Service of Worship and Celebration this September!  We begin in the Meeting 
House to worship together.  Following worship and Church School, we will gather on the lawn of the church for a 

wonderful celebration complete with games, bouncy houses, music and, of course, food!  Here are the details…. 
 

When?   
September 19, 2010 

What Time? 
10 AM Worship, 11:30 Celebration on the Lawn 

How Much? 
Donations accepted at the Door 

What do I bring? 
If your last name begins with letters A-L, bring a salad or side to share. 

If your last name begins with M-Z, bring a dessert to share. 
Parish Life will provide the burgers, hot dogs and grilled chicken along with all of the fixings! 

How Do I Sign Up? 
Just call the church office and let us know you are coming.  You may also email Mark  

Montgomery at mmontgomery@fccog.org 
 

...and they returned home to their own country by another way. 
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CHURCH SCHOOL BEGINS! 
 

Homecoming Sunday 
September 19 

 
“Rooted and Grounded in Love” Ephesians 3:16-18 

 

 

Children begin in worship with their families 
“Rock Solid” curriculum back by popular demand 

6th and 7th Graders in Pastors’ Class 
8th graders join the 9th graders for Confirmation 

Stewardship and Mission will be an emphasis for all 
Pastor Susan Murtha joins us in November 

 

Register online at http://www.fccog.org/churchschoolreg.html 
 

Still Need Teachers!!! 
Baby Nursery, Kindergarten, 2nd and 4th Grades!! 

You do not have to be a parent of a child in the grade to teach! 
 

Teacher Training Dates 
Choose One:  Wednesday September 8, 6:30–8:30 pm, includes Dinner and Child Care 

            Sunday September 12, 11:30am –1:30pm, includes Lunch and Child Care 
 

Confirmation 2010-2011 

A new year of Confirmation begins with an orientation meeting for parents and confirmands 
on Sunday, September 12 from 7:00 to 8:15 pm in the Auditorium.  Pastor David Young and 
the Confirmation advisors will cover the details of the year ahead. Confirmation is tradition-
ally for 9th graders and older high school students who have not yet been confirmed.  This year 
we are including our 8th graders with an eye toward transitioning to 8th grade going forward.  
Confirmation classes will meet on Tuesday evenings from 7:00 to 8:15 pm from September 21st 
through May. Confirmation Sunday is May 22, 2011. 
 

If you have any questions please contact Rosemary Lamie at the church or via email at  
RosemaryL@fccog.org. Pastor Susan Murtha will join us when she arrives in November. 
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Bible Study 
 

 
Several people have been asking about Bible Study this fall, led by Dan England.  We will start the year with a 
study of the Book of Exodus, which will follow nicely from our study of Genesis last year.  Bible Study will begin 
on October 3rd at 11:15 in the lounge so it wouldn’t kill you to start reading Exodus during September.  But 
reading it isn’t onerous since it is full of great stories and wonderful characters and situations.  If you’ve never been 
to one of our Bible Studies, please consider joining the scores of people who show up each week (Sundays after 
church and Tuesday nights).  We have an astonishingly good time together!  
 

 

Hunger Mission Team Update—September 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
As the summer winds down, the Hunger Mission Team would like to thank the congregation for its continued support of 
our Mission.  Below is an update of activities that occurred over the summer, as well as several opportunities for immediate 
response.  Please consider volunteering on the 18th (see above):  
 

• Beach Service Collection:  Collection of food was extended to the Tod’s Point Beach Service to encourage con-
tinued donations over the summer months from the regular beach service attendees. 

• Weekly Collection to Continue:  The expansion to weekly collection will continue into the fall months to en-
courage you to donate throughout the month.  The food barrel will remain at the back of the Church.  Contri-
butions can be brought in any Sunday.  When regular food shopping each week, please consider one of the 
items listed here for Neighbor-to-Neighbor: Cereal, Canned Fruit, Dried Beans, Canned Corn, Canned Toma-
toes, Canned Meat, Jelly. 

• Attention All Gardeners:  As your vegetable garden continues to yield the vegetables of your labor, please con-
sider sharing your abundance with the hungry.  Fresh vegetables can be left with the donations each week and 
are such a gift for the clients of Neighbor-to-Neighbor. 

• Not Available to Volunteer on the 18th?:  If you are interested in volunteering at Neighbor-to-Neighbor, they 
are always looking for volunteers on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:30—12:30.  If you are interested, please 
email Cathy Lynch at clynch@n-to-n.org.  This is a wonderful opportunity to collaborate with friends and fam-
ily to do this important work. 

 
Please join us as we continue to work toward our goal of being faithful and responsible neighbors.  Join the Hunger Mission 
Team—we always welcome new members.  Bring your ideas and make a difference. 
 

“HUNGER KNOWS NO FRIEND BUT ITS FEEDER” 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED SEPTEMBER 18TH 
 

The Hunger Mission Team is looking for 6-8 volunteers to help at Neighbor-to-Neighbor 
the morning of Saturday, September 18th.  This is a wonderful way to get introduced to 
the work that is done there—and engage with members of the Hunger Mission Team.  
We need help from 8:30—12:30, and a 2 hour shift is fine if you are unable to give 4 
hours:  8:30-10:30 or 10:30-12:30.  Please email Sheila Bennett at fccoghungermis-

sion@gmail.com if you can join the Team at Neighbor-to-Neighbor.  Volunteers are what 
make it possible for Neighbor-to-Neighbor to serve OUR neighbors. 



News from The Rummage Room… 
 
 
 
 
THE 46TH GRAND RE-OPENING OF THE RUMMAGE ROOM took place on Monday, August 
30th.  Due to the generosity of our loyal donors, who provided an abundance of excellent new, almost new, 
and 'gently used' merchandise, and to our customers who came from far and near to shop, the Rummage 
Room enjoyed the best re-opening day ever!  A BIG THANKS for your continuing support.    
 
If you missed the re-opening, don't despair as new merchandise goes out on the selling floor continuously due 
to space limitations.  Please come and shop and bring those donations you have been saving up during the 
month of August while we were closed.   
 
The Rummage Room will begin accepting donations again on Tuesday, August 31st from 10:00 am to 5:00 
pm.  Regular DONATION days are Monday through Thursday from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm, and on Friday 
and Saturday from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm.  SHOPPING hours at the Rummage Room are Monday through 
Friday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm, and Saturday, 10:00 am to 1:00 pm.  
  
The on-going Wish List is for women's, men's, and children's clothing, handbags, shoes, jewelry, bric-a-brac, 
books, children's and adult's bikes, single and double strollers, and small furniture, all in good repair.  ALL 
PROCEEDS FROM THE RUMMAGE ROOM GO TO OUR WOMEN'S AND CHILDREN'S MIS-
SIONS AT HOME AND ABROAD.  THANK YOU FOR CARING. 
  
The co-chairs of the Rummage Room, Judy Miller and Judy Chapman, and Rummage Room manager, Maria 
Drieghe, wish to thank all the volunteers who donated their time and talents to clean, restock, and deco-
rate during the month the shop was closed.  It would be an impossible job without all the many volunteers 
who have been the mainstay of the Rummage Room throughout the past 46 years.  Won't you come and join 
us for a couple of hours each week?  Call Maria at 203-637-1875 to become a new volunteer. 
  
And remember, 7 days without God makes one weak.  How sweet it is to be loved by God!  
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LIFE EVENTS 
 

 
 

  Baptisms: Deaths: 
 

Lilliana McGowan 
Logan Wilson 

Thomas Sahrbeck 

 

Hans-George Thalheim 
Richard Geismar 

Mary Wyatt 
 

 
 

Paulette Tholen 
Dorothy Ficker Jenkins 



SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS  
09/01 Timothy Cleworth 
09/01 Warren Leibfried 
09/01 Eric Schless 
09/02 Marie Preucil 
09/02 Gail Khosla 
09/02 Sarah Thalheim 
09/03 Cheryl Musgrave 
09/04 June Freeman 
09/04 Genevieve Friend 
09/04 Zachariah Pratt 
09/04 Grayson Lang 
09/04 Heather Cook 
09/05 Wynne Delmhorst 
09/05 Nicholas Robbins 
09/05 Garyn Farn-Finz 
09/05 Henri Plaskonos 
09/06 Phil Alexandre 
09/06 David Shrier 
09/06 Nicolas Tierney 
09/06 Jeffrey Aselin 
09/07 Dot Camp 
09/07 Todd Phillips 
09/07 Wilburn Bonnell 
09/08 Inge Thalheim 
09/08 Marilyn Ragland 
09/08 Mario Espinosa 
09/08 Christina Gregor 
09/09 Lenore Hill 
09/09 Charles Wheelock 
09/09 Robert Ingraham 
09/09 Marcus Zavattaro 
09/09 Courtney Stewart 

09/09 Lindsay Olsson 
09/09 Avery Welch 
09/10 James Standish 
09/10 Sandy Burke 
09/10 Charlene Barnes Mackay 
09/10 Jane Finch 
09/10 Wells LaRiviere 
09/11 Barbara Huth 
09/11 Jason Bealer 
09/11 Yevgeniya Golodinskii 
09/12 Gerald Anderson 
09/12 Edward Oppedisano 
09/13 Meredith Sadler 
09/13 Kirsten Atkins 
09/13 Kelsey Norrgard 
09/13 Caitlin Brady 
09/14 Donna Kelly 
09/14 Debbie Osgood 
09/14 Gwen Pfetsch 
09/14 Andrew Beck 
09/15 Betsy Heberling 
09/15 Thomas Ng-Yow 
09/15 Megan Tedford 
09/15 Alison Tedford 
09/16 Ardith Williams 
09/16 Arlene Whitehilll 
09/16 Donna Harrington 
09/16 Karen Baker 
09/17 A Brian Savin 
09/17 Mary Ranta 
09/17 John Bates 
09/17 Amanda Young 

09/17 Christiana Lauridsen 
09/18 Gifford Reed 
09/18 Jean Serenbetz 
09/19 Nathaniel Gelb 
09/19 Gillian Wachsman 
09/19 Rebecca Kruger 
09/19 Jack Davidson 
09/20 Tina Birkic 
09/20 Phoebe Griffith 
09/20 Lauren Ghaffari 
09/20 Molly Silliphant 
09/20 William Pratt 
09/21 Patty Kolb 
09/21 John Bertuzzi 
09/21 David Stewart 
09/21 Daniel Erickson 
09/22 Elizabeth Perry 
09/22 Katherine Hileman 
09/22 Akintoye Ariyibi 
09/23 Hilda Cardwell 
09/23 Marc Merlin 
09/23 Jake Schinto 
09/23 Emma Pratt 
09/24 Charles McConnell 
09/24 Donna Gargagliano 
09/24 Nora Pollack 
09/24 Peter Russell 
09/24 Barbara Pagani 
09/24 Eliza Keller 
09/25 William Penwell 
09/25 Christine Reynolds 
09/25 Courtney Chapman 

09/25 Martell Simpson 
09/25 Jennifer Wheaton 
09/25 Sara Anibal 
09/26 Julia Andrews 
09/26 Robert Starr 
09/26 Lorna LaRiviere 
09/26 Lisa Hudson 
09/26 Eugene Waggaman IV 
09/26 MD Espinosa 
09/26 Daniel Maxwell 
09/27 Martin Berlin 
09/27 Linda Hoster 
09/27 Marjory Ann Gil 
09/27 Carey Witmer 
09/27 Christopher Ziac 
09/27 Zachary Therrien 
09/28 Jean Jankovich 
09/28 Brad Hanson 
09/29 Thelma Colegrove 
09/29 Gary Miller 
09/29 Walter Jewett 
09/29 Jon Hunt 
09/29 Tyler Davis 
09/29 Beth Press 
09/30 Angela Stevens 
09/30 Erin Kelly 
09/30 Anne Savage 
09/30 Georgia Leigh 
09/30 Grace Leigh 
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The deadline for submitting material for the October Meetinghouse Monthly is September 15th.  Please email  Barbara 
Wilkov, Director of Publications, at barbaraw@fccog.org or leave material in her mailbox in the Church Office.    
The Meetinghouse Monthly is now available electronically.  If you would like to help the church save on printing costs and reduce 
production time, please email Barbara at barbaraw@fccog.org and you will be added to a growing list of people who prefer this as 
an alternative to paper.   

 

TAI CHI CLASSES WITH LUIS DUARTE TO RESUME IN SEPTEMBER: ALL ARE WELCOME 
Improve your health and well being.  Come and experience the many wonderful benefits of Tai Chi and Qi Gong exercises. 

Beginner classes:  Thursdays 9 a.m. starting September 2nd 

Intermediate classes:  Wednesdays 8 a.m. starting September 1st. 

Only $7 per class. 

Several members of our team have successfully com-
pleted therapy dog training, and four dogs, Daisy  
Thalheim, Ben Brash, Tank Lorenze and Dazy LaCivita, 
passed their Therapy Dog International (TDI) certifica-
tion test last May!  These dogs and their owners have 
begun their visits to local nursing homes, hospitals, 
schools and libraries to see where they and their dogs fit 
in best.  A few other dog/owner teams have been visiting 
Greenwich’s Nathaniel Witherell Nursing Home, a fa-
cility that does not require dogs that visit to be certified.   

Another group of visitation volunteers—these without 
dogs—have submitted applications to the Tandet Cen-
ter, a rehabilitation center next to Stamford Hospital, 
and will be participating in an orientation there soon. 
After taking a brief hiatus for the summer months, our 
group will resume our monthly meetings beginning in 
late September.  We welcome new members with or 
without a furry friend!  Please contact Ashley Crihfield 
at acrihfield@optonline.net or 203-637-9234 for more 
information.  

Visitation Mission Team Update 



12  The Meet inghouse Monthly  
 

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich                                                                                                         Nonprofit Organization 
108 Sound Beach Avenue                                                                                                                                           U.S. Postage 
Old Greenwich, CT 06870                                                                                                                                            Bulk Rate 
Phone:  203- 637-1791                                                                PAID 
Fax::  203-637-1540                                                                                                                                                Permit No. 17 
www.fccog.org                                                                                                                                                             Old Greenwich, CT 
  
                                                                                                                                                                                        

    

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Ministers:  The Members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Senior Pastor:  Rev. Dr. David D. Young, dyoung@fccog.org 
Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry:  Rev. Mark D. Montgomery, mmontgomery@fccog.org 

Minister of Communication and Adult Education:  Rev. Daniel B. England, dengland@fccog.org 
Minister of Pastoral Care:  Rev. Avery C. Manchester, amanchester@fccog.org 

               Interim Director of Music: Mark Swicegood  

Director of Church School:  Rosemary Lamie, rosemaryl@fccog.org 
Director of Membership:  Ginny Breismeister, ginnyb@fccog.org 
Director of Publications::  Barbara Wilkov, barbaraw@fccog.org 

Parish Nurse:  Susan Asselin, RN, susana@fccog.org 
Pastors Emeriti:  Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Rev. Sally Colegrove 

Director of Music Emeritus: Dr. John Stansell 
 

Church Office  
Summer Hours,  

9:00 am-3:00 pm  
Monday -Friday,  

through  
Tuesday, September 7. 

      
       

 

Celebrating Founders’ Day and Special Service of Call—Reverend Susan Murtha  
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